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W^HEN the following Enquiry into the 
Divine Millions of John the Baptist, 
and Jesits Christ, was firft fubmitted to 
the Public, it was not introduced by any 
arguments, intended to prove, that thofe 
FaiTages, from the contents of which it is 
deduced, are genuine parts of the Two 
Gol\)els in which they are found. Thofe 
Paflages being not only of great length, but 
like wife in their contents extremely remark- 
able; and having been tranfmitted, from 
the firft ages of Chriftianity, as certainly 
authentic ; notwithftanding it was univer- 
fally known to the Church at large, who 
tranfinitted them, that their contents were 

re- 



. i PREFACE. 

garded as impofIible> and therefore diibe- 
lieved, by fome of the earlieft Chriftiati 
Se(%s; their authenticity was coniidered 
as neceiTarily included in that of their re- 
fpe^live Gofpels; and, therefore, as not 
ftanding in need of any feparate proof. 

But as there are perfons who entertain 
a perfuafion, that even thefe pa0ages ; fo 
remarkable in thedfelves, and fo peculiarly 
circnmftaticed ; are in reality nothing better 
than fpurious interpolations ; and the very 
objedl of the Enquiry into the Divine 
' Miffions of Jefust and the Baptift, is ta 

• 

flieWy that the particulars recorded in theie 
paflages, eonfidered by themfelves alone# 
fupply us with one complete^ and inde- 
pendent proof of the Divine Chara^dler of 
Jefus, and the truth of the Chriftian Reve^ 
lation ; it cannot but be of fervice. to the 
caufe of Chriilianity in general ; as well as 

confirm 



. PREFACE. vii 

Confirm the propriety, and promote the de» 
fired efie6t, of this Enquiry in particular ; 
to prefix to it a dired;, and fpecial proof, 
that thofe Narratives, on the contents of 
which it is founded, muil certainly have 
been authentic parts of the two Gofpels, in 
which they have been traufmitted to us. 

Whether the following Arguments, 
now firfi; advanced in proof of this point, 
will be foQnd fufficient to eftabliih it, the 
event alone can determine. Bot as they 
are the refult of the Author's endeavours 
to ftrike out, for himfelf, fuch lights upon 
the fubjed;, as might give even abundant 

 

fatisfadlion to his own mind ; and he has 

« 

not been able to difcover any particular in 
which they are fallacious ; he fubmits to the 
confideratipn of others, what appears abfo» 
lutely conclufive to himfelf. 

AR- 
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1 HE relations contained in the two firft chap- 
ters of the Gofpels of .St. Matthew, and St 
Luke, of a variety Of miraculous events, there 
affirmed to have accompanied the conceptions^ 
and births, of John the Baptilt, and Jefus, muft 
either, 

First, have been written by the twd Evangelifts 
rel|)e€tively ; of whole Gofpels, as they have been 
tr&nfmitted io us, thefe relations form a part; 

Secondly, they muft have been forged, by 
fome perfons unknown ; and clandeftinely infertei 
in the genuine Gofpels of thofe Evmgelifts. ' 

To form a fatisfa3:ory judgenient, therefoii*^ 
of the authenticity of thefe ^etatidns; the moft di- 
reSty' JBind dedfive menthod will' be, to enquire^ 
Whelher it is credible, that fuch forgeries, as 
thdfe in queftioii, could have beeti d^v^ifed, and 
attemj^ited; and furlfaer, fuppofihg it poffible f(k 
them to have been devifed and attempted, Whetbe^ 

a • it 
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it is credible, that they could have efcaped a fpeedy 
and effe6iual detection. 

In the firft place, therefore, is it credible, that 
the forgeries . under coufideratituii could hdte been 
devifed and attempted ? 

I. It is obvious, that the very defign, which 
muit have been intended to be anfwered by them, 
dPuW not hpLve he^n foriped by, wy one wh^ Ifid 
sot embraced the faith in Jqfusu Apd the only 
jpptive that can b^ fuggefted,| ^. capable of havii^ 
urged any beUwer in Jefus tQ fo ftrange, and wv- 
quitpus n. HoYgery^ xouft be, s^ fuppofed,^ over %f aloi|9 
defire to inculcate more exalted ideas of the Xi^t^xp 
p£ Jefus, than, the ^nuine Gofpels^ a^ tbe.y were 
writlten, afid delivered to Ijie. difqigJes^ by tji^^e %wq 
i^yajjgelifts^ "thjDmfelve^, wojydd ftffori apy gsouiHi. for 
entertaining. 

^Is it tlwen^iOFp^ible, thj^t apy Jbc^ie^js, ii^ Jefiis ; 
j|b4 fifpeciaUyift tittit qajrly ftg^, pf Chriftia^t;y> i^ 
which aV?pe, *ib^ t%g(??*^^ M^ qp^ftipa wuft* \if 
j^poiMl il %^i^k to hftv^ ;t^pp ipv^ntftd ; that 
ife i|tthe;^f^fJ,^5T.il*il? a(f^W;ge8lp^.;Mi«^r,,t^^^4^ 
^ the ABtftl§t; Wl, |;>^«Bg*^iftr. .^- • John ; c«# 
fe^come %i^a)pd wij^,,^ ^^jif)?|iW^pg^t,j;anrt i^ thi& 
i»npe 1A0)9. fib iiB]?Mlu% . ^[z^A. ^asr ^ *f»^ .#u?ftHg^ 

K . the 



tbe Gofpeli ; thofe very Gofpek in which they muft 
themfelv6$ have beUeved, and on tibe genuine 
ooDftepts df which they muft have founded their 
own fkith ; for no other end, than to deceive 
their feNot^ Chriltian^ into the reception of more 
exalted ideas of the nature of Jefus, than the 
genvtine, unadulterated, Gofpels afforded any 
ground for entertaining ? We may venture to af- 
firm, that fuch a fuppofition, though it does nofr 
Wikply an abfolute, natural impoffibilityy is how** 
evef utterly incredible. . 

Ani> this utter incredibility of the forgeries ia 
qoeftton, arifing from their extreme impiety, will^ 
if poiiible, be exceedingly hei^tened, if we add 
the coufideration of the great number, and afto- 
nifliing inature, of the particulars they contain ; 
mid that part of the two Gofpels in which they are 
ihtrbduced* For, in the fir ft place, we muft be 
forced to believe, that the author, or atitbors, (^ 
thefe fuppofed forgeries, for no other eod than to^ 
eecomplifli this wicked impofitton upon their feU 
low Chriftians, a6iaaUy iavented all thofe aii« 
i^calons particulars relating to the conceptions^ 
wa4 births, both of John the Baptift ai^ Jefua, 
wliieh Me recorded in the Arft aaid fecond chap^ 
tersof theOofpdof St Matthew; and take upak 
Muft 1k» whote firft aod Acond chapters of thitfr 
•$ &«Xu|e^ And^ in the nekt tdai:e„ we mufit 

as like- 
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likewife believe, that they fcrupled notto inftfft 
all thefe moft aftonifliing particulates of their own 
inventing ; no one of which coiild ever have bectt 
heard of till' they invented, and inferted them j 
even in the very fjeginning of the two Gofpels 
which they determined to corrupt ; where it was 
abfolutely inipoffible for fo many miraculous, 
events, of fo Angularly aftoniftiing a nature, ttot 
to excite the particular notice of every orie al- 
ready acquainted with the genuine contents of 
thofe Gofpels ; that is, of every Chriftiah; im- 
mediately upon perufing them, or hearing them 
read, after their infertioil. Wiien it is defibe- 
rately confidered, that we cannot fuppofe the paf- 
fages in queftion to have been farreptitiobfly 
added to the genuine Gofpels, without admittiiig^ 
likewife fuch abfolutely incredible fuppoiitions as 
thefe; it miift furely be acknowledged^ that all* 
ideq^s of the forgeries under confiderafioh mnft be 
given up, and utterly exploded. ' 
' B£SiD£s, the pafTages tbemfelves contain in--' 
temal evidence, that they could not be forged.. 
It cannot be believed, thai any one who: fat dowa 
to forge an interpolation of the Gofpels, in brdef. 
to exalt the divine charaiSler of Jef^a^ coutd in: 
that interpolation apply to hini any prof^cy, 
Which was fure to :be inter^eted.by the J4f|pvs M 

Ibretelling, . that Jefus wouldi otondndii kin9&H> 

.. i- with 
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with re^pe& to a moft ftriking, and iihportant 
fiaiticular, in a manner xlire6tly oppofite to that 
condufb, which the Gofpels fhewed he a6i;ually 
had oUerved. But if the narratives in queftion 
.had been forged, this is what the authors of thefe 
forgeries muft knowingly, and defignedly have 
done. For in the Gofpels it is recorded, that 
when, more than once, the Jews had endeavoured 
to excite Jefus to declare himfelf againft, and ca 
oppofe the Homan power ; he had ihewn it to be 
his determined refolutiw, not to give occafion even 
to the fmalleit oppofition to it*. But in the narra- 
tives under confideration, Zacharias is introduced* 
applying to Jefus, at the tkne of giving John his 
name, the prophecy, that he " would fave the 
" Jews from their enemies, and from tlie hand 
" of all that hated them ;" which prophecy, it 
was certain would be underftobd by the Jews as 
foretelling, that Jefus would refcue them from their 
ftate of fubje£i;ion to tiie Romans. As the intro- 
du£iion of this particular prophecy could not, there- 
fore, be the forgery of any one, who was defirous of 
exalting the charader of Jefus,; it is, in fact, an 
abfolutely decifive internal proof, that the narratives 
in queftion could not be forged additions to the 
Gofpels. 

* Matthew xxii. 15— 21t Mark xii. 13—17. Lujie xx, 
j^O^^S. John vi. 15. 

* 3 II. 
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11. But, that in a concern of fo groat im* 
portance to the authenticity, and genuine con-* 
tents of the Gofpels, we may be properly aware of 
all the coniiderations whieh ivitl unite in proving die 
abfolute incredibility of the forgeries in queftion; 
let us, for the fake of enquiry, fuppofe it poffible, 
notwithfianding all thefe infuperable difficultieB» 
that fotne one, or more, moft extrava^nt enthu. 
liafig might conceive this incredible deiign ; and 
Sijftually proceed to the execution of it ; by invent* 
mg all the particulars juft referred to, and- foifting 
them into Ibme copy, or copies, of the Gofpels of 
St Matthew, and St. Luke, in the places where 
•we now find them ; and let us enquire, wheiiier 
it would have been pcrfTible for thefe forgeries, fo 
lifted in, to have efcaped deteSHon ; and to have, 
}^en tranfmitted to us as genuine parts of thofe* 
Gofpels, in the manner, in which they afbually 
have been. 

Tflis queftion will admit of a fatisfaftory de- 
termination^ by attending to some circumftances 
in the conduft of the Apoftles, during the period, 
in which, by means of their preaching, the re- 
ligion of the Gofpel was firft eftablifhed in tht^ 
world. 

The particulars recorded by St. Luke, in the 
A€ts. of the Apoftles, give us abundant reaibn to 
believe,, that the Apoftles in general^ if not all tho 

Apoftlesj^ 
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Apoitjes, cpdtkiQed to r^lide at Jerufal^tn, and in 
Judea ; and to premi\i the Gofpel^ not only therd, 
liutJitewife iaj^fev^al countries round about; 
4qs^ tb^ ifMioe of &^te)w> or fisve^tew^ years after 
the ;Aii[^oirion; that is^ till after the council held 
by tiie Apoftks and Elders at JerufalenQy upon the 
ceming of I^ouil and Barnabas from Antiocfa^ wkh a 
qiaeftion for the d^ifion of ti^ie Apofties, in the 
year 49, or 50*. ^ 

If appears likewife, that during this pmod 
^etef.atid John, in particular, among the Apoftles ; 
OS -Well as f&tiie ehofen dilciples, fuch as Philip and 
IBaiH^aS) who were not Apoftles ; made it their 
mtploymetit (to preach the Gofpel in Judea^ 
Samwia, Galilee, Phenice, Sic. ; < and that, where* 
e¥0r they e^blUhed CotjgregaticHis of believers^ 
tliey appointed Elders to prefide over theni^ for 
their <K>iiftant regulation; and timt they did not 
even then leave them to themfelves, but from time 
to time went roundto vifit them ; in of der to cinre^ 
whatever improprieties might have taicen place 
among thcsn ; and to kiftru£t, and confirm, them in 
^ fintb f « 

It 

• See Lftrdner's Work^, Ed. 1788. Vol. VL That is, the 
Sispptomevt to the Credibility, &c* ch« vi, particularly froii^ 
p« 67 to the end of the chapter. 

+ For thefe particulars, which cannot be given here in de^ 
tail, ke the Supplement to Lardner^s Credibility, ch. vi. on the 

a 4 tima 
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It further appears^ that St. Paul ; wjbo, from 
bcfing a violent perfecutor of the ChrUtian faith, was 
miraculoufly converted to it, about the year 36, or 
three years alter the Afceniion ; and who> three 
years after his converfion, that is about the year 59, 
commenced the moil indefatigable, as well as able 
preacher of it ; came feveral times, in the courfe of 
the firit feventeen year«,. to Jeru&lem, upon the 
bufmefs of preaching the Gofpel.* . And that about , 
nine years after the Afcenfion, that is about the 
year 42, Paul and Barnabas eftablilhed a very cour 
fiderable Chriftian Church at Antioch in Syria. 
That St Paul likewife eftabliflied churches in a 
great number of other places ; and with unremitted 
diligence and care vifited, from time to time, all 
the churches, or congregations, which he had 
eftablilhed *. 

From the fame A&s of the Apoftles it like* 
wife appears, that very ibon after the Aiceofion 
James, called the Juft, was appointed . Head, or 
Bifliop, . of the church at Jerufalem, and in Judea ; 
and. that, from the time of his being fp appointed, 
he continued to refide at Jerufalem, fuperintend* 

ing the Church ; till at length, as is related by 

* 

time when the Apoftles left Jii<!ea ; ch. xviii., on St Peter ; and 
^h. xvi. on James the Lord's Brother ; in Vol. VI. of his Works. 

** See Lardner's Supplement, ch. xi. qq St. Paul ; particu- 
larly from fed. 7» iu Vol, VI. of his Works. 

ancient 
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imcient atithws, he was put to death in a tumult 
tiiere, in tiie year 62*; that is about twenty nine, or 
thirty^ years after the Afeeniion *. 

-iSucH was the manner in which the Apoities 
proceeded in eitabliihing the Gofpel in Judea, and 
afterwards wherever they preached it It Js our 
bufinefs therefore to confider, what light theli^cir* 
cumftaiices will throw upon the queition before us ; 
— ^Wiietber it is credible, that the particulars relat- 
'ing to. the conceptions, and births, of John the 
fiaptiit, and Jefus, contained in the two firft chapters 
of the Gofpels of St Matthew, and St. Luke, as we 
have them, could have been forged, and clandeftinely 
•added to them ; and yet have be^n delivered down 
to us as genuine parts of thbfe Gofpels^ as they 
a&ually have been? 

in. None of the Gofpels -having any authorita- 
tive date affixed to tiiem, either of the time when, 
or the place where, they were firft delivered to the 
difciples by their refpeftive Evangelifts ; and it not 
being eertainly known, therefore, at what particular 
time, or place, either of them was firft made public; 
a variety of opinions have almoft unavoidably 
been embraced, by different writers, upon thefe 
particulars. 

* See Lardner's Supplement, as before, ch. xvi. on James 
the Lord's Brother : Vol. VI. of his Works. 

With 
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Wrm rftfpeft to (be country wlie^t St. Mftttbew 
wrote his Gofpel, and firft delivered it to tike difet- 
pies, there has indeed been but one prevailing 
opinion. The univer&l tradition is, thatbeiimite 
it for the ufe of the Jewifli coo?erts in fMarticular, if 
not at their requeft ; though, at the fame time, m^ 
doig^ledly, for the ufe of all Chriftians in general; 
and that he delivered it to diem, fooiewhere ]n» or 
tiear, Judea*. 

With regard to the partiqidar time at whkh 
St. Matthew made his Gc^pel public, tbere Mv^ 
been a great variety <tf opinions ; founded fipon tbe 
different circumitances which have ha^^eiudd to 
make the ftrongeft imprelBion up<m different writeri* 
One fingle author has fuppofed it to have bemfi 
made public even fo very early as about three yeajcm 
after the Afcenfion ; fome, about $ve ; others, ei^ 
or nine ; fome, fifteen ; and others ftill, about tiiirty 
years after that event ; that is, about the years 63^ 
€4, or 65 f. 

SuFPosiKG, therefore, agreeably to ihe univeiv 
fal tradition, which there is not atiy reafon what- 

• See Lardner's Supplement, cb. v. {e€t, 2, 3. Vol. VI, of 
his Works, 

' t See thefe particulars treated at large in Lardner's Sup« 
plement, ch. v. on St. Matthew ; Vol, VI. of his Works.— 
Michaelis's Intrududory Le6lures to the New Teflament, 
Englifti Tranflation of 1759, feft. 88.— Benfon's Hiftoiy of th^ 
Planting of the Chrifttan Religion, B, II. ch« iv* feA, U 

ever 



«f6f to ctifMo^ett ; tiiat this ApofiAe firft ^Uveicod 
fat9 Gosl^l tx> the Jewilh ^cipli^ iomewhere in, cr 
iseat*, Ja4ea ; and at either of tbofe different pMidds 
of time, which hare been affigned for it; oFevesk 
at any other time which can poflibly be fuppofed j 
the piQ^t to be confidered is, Whether it was 
poffibie for tfaofe particulars, relatk^ to the concep- 
tion, and birth of Jefus, which have been delivered 
down to us in the firit and fecond chapters of it, to 
have beea afterwards forged, and clandeCtinely 
added to it, without hieing almoft immediately est** 
ploded? 

At whatever place St. Matthew firft made hii 
<jr<^pel known, it cannot be doubted, but that it 
dioft have heen feme confiderable Congregation 
of beavers to whom he firft imparted it; and 
that he muft have delivered it to the £lders ; or 
prefiding, and moft refpe6kable perfons of the 
Congregation ; not only in order that its authea* 
ticity, as well as its contents, might with indifpu- 
tohle-authority be made known among tliem ; but 
likewife, that it mi^t be carefully preferved; 
for the continual, authentic inftru&ion of the 
diiciples, both there, and elfewhere. As little 
can it be queftioned, whetlier all the difciples of 
that Congregation, to which it %vas delivered by 
the Apoftle, would be eagerly difpofed to read i1^ 
or hew k read; and that in confequence of thie 

uni* 
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bnhrerial, and unavoidable defire, and the evident 
propriety of the tiling itfelf, the Congregation, to 
whoi^: keeping it was delivered by St. 'Matthew, 
would certainly kgree upon having it read publicly ; 
either at the times of their aflembling together for 
religious \^or(hip, as it feems highly reafonable to 
N fuppofe; or elfe, at meetings aj^ointed for 
that particular purpofe only; or, perh^s, even 
at both. 

Nor can it be doubted, but that fiidi of the 
difciples as were themfelves able to copy it, or in 
circumftances to aflfbrd the expence of having it 
copied ; which, as it was hot a long work, could 
jiot be very great; would be' no lefe defirous of 
taking, or procuring copies of it, for their own pii- 
VQJte uie ; under the control, and infpe6bion, of thoie 
Elders, to whofe immediate keeping the Original was 
committed ; either by the Apoftle himfelf, or thofe 
to whom he had delivered it. 
- And further, we cannot but believe, that as 
foon as it became known to other Congregations ; 
which it very foon would; liiat St. Matthew had 
delivered his Gofpel to any particular Ccmgre- 
gation of difciples; copies of it would be ap* 
plied for, and by 'degrees procured, by at leaft 
every Chriitian Congregation round about; as 
well as by That at Jerufalem itfelf above all 
others ; if it wi(s not at Jerufalem thfit the Apoftli» 

firft 
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firft made it public ; in order that it might be read 
kk the fame manner among them likewife ; e^en be- 
fore the copies could be fo mdtiplied^as to. fae per- 
mitted to come into private hands.  : .. 

Bt thefe obvious means^ as St. Matthew's' Gofpel 
was i^ot a work of fuch l^gtii as to requn*e a great 
time for tranfcribing, many authentic icopiei of it 
muft, within a very few .year&, have iiome ihb> 
the pofiefiion of the ftvimdi Chiifiian Congtega* 
tions, which were in^ and round al>oixt Judea;. 
as well as> more efpecialiy, of That^ ai- Jerufalem 
itfelf; where, till the year 62^ James the Juft; 
l^deA '^ . ' 

And, as thefe copies, and more ^ipeciaBy the 
' Original itfelf, would c^ainly be kept with the 
greateft care; and the copies be univer&lly. read 
ih their religious afleiiiblies ; as othier copies grar 
dual^ tafcen* in the fatoe manner, would likewife 
be* iii ' private families; the genuine cdiiten|ts of 
this Goipel muft fiKxv hive beoomd ' extremely 
well known to all Chriitians, in general, through^ 
out Judea, aild all the neigMioiiring countries ; 
wherever the ApoiUes had already ^Mbliihed,' dr. 
by degrees came to. eftablitti^ Chriftian Gongrer^ 
gatk>ns. . i' J ': ■. \'\ •/ .J . ^) ..:,.:•, , i .•:.;• 

That Hm miuft iMve bera tl|e cafe wil) bfiHiik 
further evident frohiiidther cdid^rktiondL . The 
early converts to Chriftianity were paitly from 

among 
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among the Jews, and pwrkly froqi maeng tlie Gisa^ 
tiles. Such as had been Jewd h^d nlwayB been 
accuflMied to hear their own ScKipturea re^ in 
their religious aSjsiwMm$^ m weU a» to r^d tbetKi 
dUigently at. home. As foon ther^ofte es the 
Cfariftiaa Chiirch became pdfiefled of ai^y ChriftiaW 
Scriptures ; .and eQieciaily of any of thon^ Gofpeto, 
whkh contaiaedithe very , £d!un<Jatioii of the faaihy 
in the hi&ory: df ihib i^Of ds. and anions of. Jefus j 
nH fiicb of tbe dAfei^lefh.w h«iid been Jewg woujd 
aiolL cacrtamljn be^ ^fimm.oi hayiiig tt^m re^ 
publicty at their religipua aflemhtiied.: aa ,well m 
of obtaining copies of them for their own fm^ 
peru&I. Aisi4 thofe isoQv^ts who had i^en Oen* 
ittes; IKS woU as the children of the firft era verts^ 
^iAiethor; Jeiws or GentileS) who had be#fi bred u{i 
ia the . Chriitkn> faith; w0uld no li^^ ceMain||[ 
bet^tefifoliB of having jt^e contents pf, tj^,Gk)^»62« 
thus ^Iddely, atid 'privately, rpade kao^FnttQ^raUl 
on account of the KUf-9yident u^tilil^ ($f th^a 
praSice. 

: Besides, if it w^re concepvaMe^ thatt^y.fpid^ 
of themlblTea^ havd^ tiegleded to c^u^/ theii; 
Ghriftian iSdriptures fo i» pubUdy r^ Uh aJlf 
the members of their feveral Churched, wj^bavfi 
p^Qoif' Hint J^s i<fa6dcd iw»i Ai^oioe^i thiea.by 
St Pauli Add tlMft^they^ did in &ft iidat>tit / 
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So eBxk%j^ Ibe year 52^ only nineteen ycjtrs 
After the ' A^na&Qil, «}d tha firft pt eaching of the 
<yo%rl by tbe Apoftlee; St Paul^ writing^ firft 
Epaftle to the .Th^4Qblonian& ; which is fuppoled 
te^havQ teen t^ firft written of all bis , epfft^s } , 
^fea it by faying, " I charge you, t>y fhe, Lord^ 
thMt tkU epiftle be read wtftoh aU the holij br^i 
threaV^ Ani ten yeairfir afipr ^h^^ in bin 
Qpxftle to the( Colofiitodi he ^iaaks of; tb^if.r^dh 
i&^thtt epifllo among then|» .a» a tbtng o£ Q^urfi^ 
ilntiioilt girji^g tbom aoor dit^Qion to, da ij;; .iijRt^ 
tibm ^ite^s thom^ to caufe it to be read to j^bo 
«hBTch erf' ti)e laodieaitfia ;: Knd ,to take cva ta 
fwd.tb«sifeLire8 ^let Epiftli^ "^bicib he faa4 Yfnttei^ 
Irom Xaodideftt* A^d tbat ibo intei^on of 
$t Paul mmi ismhar ^itki refpeS: to his. othes 
q^ifflm i» eifidWft from hi$ a^iiminer 9f i^ddrei&ig 
tbfitt* The lirft to Hhe CkHriia^thianfr i& ^ad^re&d^ 
^ Unto tlheCbwCfaof Qod which is fit Qorintb| 
^^ —with all that iffe fiy€ay place, caU Wfii?o the 
^ name ctf Jefiis CJiisft t" The J^qcmd, '' Onto 
*f the Church, of God which; ip .at Corinth, witl| 
'' 9&iim Saintt wbtob ar« in fill Ai#aa;§|.'' Tb^ 
to tiie Cdal^am^ '' VntD th$ X^Ibura^s of Gar 
*^ lain B.'' lan^t to tf» »«*WSx " Ta: aU thai 

• Ift Theflalonians v. 27« t Coloflians iv* 16. 

t IftCorinthiahsuS; $ 2d CorintliaiiBi».]b/:t 

H Galatians i. tg ' ^ ; : > ; 

f ^^ be 
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" he in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 
" faints*." That to the Philippians, " To aU 
" the faints in Chrift Jefus which are at Phiiippi,^ 
** with the Biihops and Deacons f." And though 
fhofe to Timothy, and Titus, are addreifed to therit 
ciily ; that to Philemon is addr^fled not only to 
him, hut iikewife, " To the Chnrch in.hi* hbufe;};.'* 
And from the Second Epiftle of St. Peter, ad- 
dreffed to all Chrimans, and written ih <the. year 
64, it appears, that tlie contents of St Paul's* 
Epiftlies were then become welL known to all 
Chriftians in general ^V and, confequently, that 
Copies of them muft by degrees have been tran^*. 
fcribed for the ufe of all Chriftian Congregations ; 
and that the various OhUrches mtift have adopted 
the cuftom of having tfeefe epiftles read publicly ;^ 
either at their ftated n^eeickigs for religious worfhip,* 
which is on every actount in ^ the higheflE degree 
probable; or at particular meetiiigs held for this 
purpofe only ; or poffibly at botli. ! > 

And when it is feen that the feveral Chriftian 
Cohgr^tions, in all places, certainly made it a 
pra6lice to read St Paul's Epiftles in this manner j 
as copies of them could be procured ; no doubt 
can poffibly l^e entertained, but that as foon as 

* Romans i. 7« t Philif piaas i. Iv 

t Philemon v» 2. § 2d Peter iii. l6. 

Either 
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Either of the EyaxigeUits had prefented any Con- 
gregation with the Original of hi& Gofpel ; which 
was of a nature fo much more neceffary for, and 
fo much better adapted to, the inftru£lion of all, in 
the very grounds and reafons of the faith in Jefus, 
than any of the Epiftles ; they would certainly caufe 
copies of that Gofpel to be tranfcribed for other 
Congregations ; as well as, by degrees, for private 
persons likewife; and would all have them pub- 
licly read, in the fame manner, as foon as they 
ceuld be obtamed. 

The neceffity of this praClice, in that early age 
of the Church, muft have been fo ftrongly felt, 
that it could not be omitted. For, as the Chriitians 
had not then any large buildings fet apart for 
the purpofe of religious i?vwfl:iip; but were ob- 
liged to meet at the private houfes of fome of the 
difciples, where but few could affemble together 
at one time ; and there muft therefore have been 
feveral of thefe fmall Congregations in tlie larger 
cities, wherever the difciples were numerous ; till 
fo many copies of the Gofpels could be taken, that 
each Congregation might have one, either they 
muft have been under the neceffity of carrying 
the Original, or rather fome copy, to the different 
houfes of meeting ; that each Congregation might 
hear it read ; or elfe, all the different Congrega- 
tions muft have alfembled, at different times, at 

b thQ 
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•the fame houfb, for tiiat purpofe ; and the in- 
iConvemence, and even daug^r, attending both 
thefe expedients, and efpecially in the times of 
perfecution, muft have been fp fenfibiy felt, that 
tthis circamftance alone muft certainly have fet 
the Chriftians to work, : to caufe copies to be 
tranfcribed, as faft as might be, for the ufe of all 
Congregations. 

And in addition to thefe confiderations it is of 
importance to obferve, that all thofe perfons ifrho 
were thus continually employed in tranfcribing the 
Gofpels, muft unavoidably have had the genuine 
contents of them fo accurately imprefled upon their 
minds, that no falfification of> or addition to them^ 
of any confiderable length, or at all ftriking in its 
particulars, could polfibly have efcaped tlmr inftan- 
taneous dete6tion. 

Such then being the circumftances of the cafe. 
Was it poffible for thofe particulars relating to the 
conception and birth of Jefus, which are recorded 
in the firft and fecond chapters of the Go^el of St. 
Matthew, as it has been delivered down to us, to 
have been forged, and clandeftinely added to any 
copies of it ; and then to have been produced as 
genuine parts of that Gofpel ; without being imme- 
diately condemned as forgeries, and exploded ; let 
this Gofpel have been ftrft made public by St 

Matthew at whate vo: time, and place, it might ? 

If 



If St Matthew firft ddiivei'ed it to the difcif^ 
either very early ; or at any time before the conn- 
>€il held at Jerufalem, upon the deputation of 
Paul :and Barnabas from Antioch,^ in the year 
A9, or 50 ; that is, at any time within fixteen, or 
feventeen years after the Afcenlion ; while the 
Apoftles in general; as well as .fome other chofen 
diiciples, wene engaged in preaching the Gofpel, 
not only at Jerufalem, but throughout Judea^ 
and in the neighbouring countries ; ^ny attempt 
to add the particulars in queftion, as they have 
been delivered down to us, muft have been im* 
mediately dete6ied ; not only becauie it muft 
have been pcrfeftly well known to all in general, 
that the fa3:s fo related were till then abfolutely 
unheard of, and therefore certainly falfe ; as well 
as becaufe tixe Original Goipel given to the diicipl^ 
by St. Matthew himfelf, and many undoubtedly au- 
thentic copies of it, muil have been extant, and weU 
known, and would at Q|ice have proved the fuppofed 
addition to be a forgery ; but likewife, becaufe 
fome or other of the Apoftles ; who were all at this 
time employed in preaching the Gofpel through- 
out Judea, and in the countries round about it ; 
muft very foon have been informed of thefe forged 
narrations, and appealed to upon them ; and would 
-immediately have fought out, and condemned, the 
copies in which they were inferted ; and have m^de 
the moft public declarations, that the particulars in 

. b S quef- 



*., 



30 A E G U M E N T S, &C- 

queftion were forged, and void of all foundation in 
truth. 

And whether the Gofpel of St. Matthew was 
made public by the Apoftle before, or after, the 
year 49, or 50 ; if the particulars in queftion were 
added to it at any time before the year 62 ; that is, 
not later than nine and twenty years after the Afcen- 
fion ; the forgery rauft have been no lefs certainly 
detected ; not only bccanfe the greater number of 
authentic copies, which muft have been taken in 
this longer interval ; as well as the. Original itfelf, 
which muft have been preferved to a much later 
time ; Avould indifputably have proved it a forgery ; 
but more efpecially, becaufc James the Juft ; who 
refided at Jerufalem, as Head, or Bilhop, of the 
Church in Judea, till he was put to death there, in 
the year 62 ; muft very foon have been informed of 
the remarkable addition in queftion, containing ac- 
counts of fuch aftonilhing miraculous tranfaClions ; 
and would certainly, by his c^n authority, have con- 
demned, in the moft public and effefikual manner, (o 
flagitious a falfification ; as foon as the attempt to 
obtrude it upon the belief of the Church had come 
to his knowledge. 

And what, is it reafonable to believe, would 
have taken place ; if, agreeably to the moft ancient 
teftimony, and the judgment of fome of the moft 
refpeftable Writers* St. Matthew did not make 

 See Lardner's Supplement, ch. ▼. as before 5 aud b. i. 
ch. xiii. p. 411—513, of Vol. VI. of his Works. 

his 



&ls Goipel public till about the year 65, 64, or 
65 ; that is^ about thirty y^ans aftar the Afcenr 
fion ; wbtR: James the Juft, the firlt Bifiiop of the 
Chriftian ^Church in Judea, was now dead; and the 
Apoftles in general were difparfed in other coun* 
tries, ind occupied in preaching th^ GolpeL 
there ? 

In this cafe it is evident, that the for gery im 
queitioQ could not poffibly be attempted till many> 
years after the year S4r> or 65 ; the time at which* 
we are now fuppoiing St. Matthew to haye made 
his genuine Gofpel public ; becaufe if it had been 
attempt^ fooaer, St. Matthew's Original Gofpel, 
which muft have been well known, and preferved 
many years, would immediately have refuted it. 
And during that number of years, the authentic 
Copies taken froa» the Original, in the more en^ 
larged fiate of the Church at that later period, 
would have become fo numerous, that no corir 
fiderable, or remarkable forgery ; and certaialy. 
none io very confiderible, and fo extremely re-> 
markable, as that in queftion ,* introduced into a 
very few copies only; (and into e^ very few copies 
only could fiich a forgery be introduced ;) could 
have efcaped being deteOied, and exploded, by all 
thofe Chriftian Congregations, as well as indivi- 
duals, under whofe inipefiion any fuch fuppofed 
interpolated copies had come. 

b 3 Lit 
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Let us put the eafe, that the eKperimeat had 
aftually be^i tried : let ns fiippofe, ftn* a moment, 
that the paflages under confideration are not ge- 
nuine ; but were clandeftinely added, no matted 
by what means, to fome copy, or copies ; and let 
us confider, what muft have been the fnccefi of the 
attempt to get them received as genuine, either by 
thofe private Chriitians, or thofe Chrifitan Congre* 
gations, to whofe perufid the fnppofed interpolated 
copy, or copies, were in any artful mannc»r fiib* 
mitted ; and fo, in proceis of tame» by the Church 
At large. 

Could any Chriftian whatever have been 
brought to believe, upon perufing one of thefe 
Aippofed interpolated copies, tbat he had always 
before read in the Gofpel of St Matthew, — That 
*^ Mary the Mother of Jefus had been found with 
" child, before Jofeph and She came together ;"—  
if, when this Gofpel was firft made public by the 
Apoftle, and till the very time when this inter- 
polation was firft inferted in fome copies^ no 
fuch fa3; had been mentioned in it ? Or, that he 
had always read in it, — ^That " an Angel of the 
^^ Lord had appeared unto Jofeph in a dream, 
^' faying, Jofeph, thou Son of David, fear not 
** to take unto thee Mary thy wife ; for that 
** which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghoft : 
^^ mi Ibe ihall bring forth a Son, and tiiou ihalt 

*^call 




'^ call lo$:iiame Jefils ; for be (ball fitve his peopl6 ' 
^^ froiti tbeir fina;"^-^ w fucb'inaft afibniftiiDg^ 
miraculous fa&s had till then been there rdated ? 
Coukl a^. one bav^ bei^n brougbd: to believe, that 
this Qofpel hakd ^wftys informed, him, — ^That ^' ia 
^^ tb^ d^p of Hesvod the King, there . bad itome 
^^ Wife MeSQ firom; the Eaft to JeruMem, fiitying, 
^^ Wh^ie is be tiiat is bom King . of Ibe Jews ;. 
H for ^i^e have i^^n bia ftai< ia the Eaft, and- aie^ 
*- come te worfbip hiioi ?'^— That on account of 
this applidatipn, ^^ Herod afiembled the Cbief 
^^ Priefts^ and the Scribes of the people^ smid; 
^^ d^m^oded of tham^ where Chrift fliould be; 
*^ bojfril" — ^That in corrf'equence of their deter- 
mining . that Bethlehem was the place, Herod; 
fent.the Wife Men thither; and that there^ by. 
means of the &me fopernatural light which they 
had. feen in the Eait, the Wiie Men a3;uaUy 
fonand him ; afnd that Herod £x>n after caufed all 
the icKfajats in Betlikhemy and all its coasts, to be 
put to death ; merely with a view to deftroy him ? 
— Was it even, naturally poffible for any one, 
upon reading fiicb particulars fis thefe, in any inter- 
polated c<^ie6 of St. Matthew's Gofpel, to have: 
become perfitad^, that lie bed always read tbefe 
parti€ub,rs in -thait Gofpel ; when no fuch parti- 
culars had in fa6t been related in it, till the time 
when tlaey were forged, and clandeftiuely added 

b 4 to 
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"to fome very, few copies of it ? It is abfidutely Mt- 
eyideoty tliat no perfon ia his (sofes could be fo 
deceived. 

Tfi£R£ was liicevvife another very importaot 
circumftance, by means of which any fuch at* 
tempt^ as that in queftion, muft inevitably have 
been exploded, if it had been tried at any time 
between the death of James the Juft, in the year 
62, and the year 100. The Apoftle and Evan- 
gelift St. John lived to that period. Either there** 
foiie the forgery would immediately have been i 
ex|^ded, by the decifive teftimony of the difdples 
where it w^s fiiit brought forward ; or dfe, tbofe ' 
difciples who refiited the impofition would^ no 
doubt, have fent a deputation to the Apoitle ^ 
John, with a copy of thefe interpolated paflages ; 
for his Apoltolical determination upon them ; and 
St John would at once have pronounced them a 
forgery ; by a judgment which even the very con- 
trivers of the forgery could not have dared to 
controvert 

All ideas of the for^ry in queftion muft 
therefore be totally given up; or elfe, as a laft 
refource, it muit be contended, that it was not 
contrived and executed till- after the 4eath of the 
Apoftle and Evang^iftt Si John. But to ftppofe^ 
that accounts .of r&t^h events as th<^e in queftion 
could be immtedy and added to the genuine 

Gofpel 
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Oofpel of St Matthew, afi^r the yeer 100; that is, 
at a period of no tefs thm (bventy yeats after tto 
the ikith in Jefis had been |>reached by aA the 
Apoflles ; and full fix and IhAity years^ at thi Iqaft, - 
after St. Matthew's Goi^ had beeh makle poblic 
by its author; and b^n read .bolb piibKcly m the 
Cbriftkth Congre^tions, and privately in ChtSftiaii 
fiAmilies; as well as after a very great number 
of faithful copies muft have been tranicribed^ 
by perfons properly employed, from the uncor- 
nipted OHgiftal; and further to imagine, that a 
forgery fo exceedingly remarkable in itfelf, and 
ib circumftanced, fhOuld ^ot have been immedi* 
ately exploded ; nay, and even that it Ihould have 
been received, and delivered <iown to us as an un« 
doubtedly genuine part of th^ Gofpel concerned ; 
as it a&ually has been ; would J)e a fuppofition fo- 
extravagantly abfurd and incredible, as not to need 
refutation. 

Besides; without having recourfe ekher to 
t&e Original, or the authentic copies, of Si. Mat- 
thew's Gofpel ; it muft fa^ve been fo obVious to 
tiie common fenie of every one. That any'iiEifis of 
a nioft aftoniifaing, and miraculous natui*e, and> 
afcribing an immediate divine origin to Jefus ; 
which no one of the Apoftles had ever made men«^ 
tion of, from the time of their beginning to 

preach the Gofpel even to ifaeit deaths ; through m 



perif>d of na le& tbap feventy years ;;9iufi; have 
been forged; — ^Thi& muii have becpi ip* obvioi^s;. 
that foc^ a forged narrfttioo, added to St MattheVs 
Qofp^V at anjfoch iaie period of time as after tlie. 
death o£ the Apoftte John; or iftdeef^ itiaqy years 
evKen coittld ndjk p4#bly h^ve l^e^ p^mitted 
to gtOQ jliie ibalteft d^gitee c^cred^i^ or to ha?e 
efeaped the moft detcflntoiiicd, . and . immediate' 
r^e£iiofi. 
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: IV. Having feen therimpoiTihility ctf.the f)}cee6 
of the forgery in queftioai .aa it related imioediately 
to the Gofpel of St Matthew ; we mui| ))pw go on 
to enquire^ whether it cain be at all more credible 
with refpe& to that of St Luke. 

, It is not certainly known at what particular 
tim^ or in what particular place, St Luke made 
bis. Go^l public. It has. been generally thought, 
that it was firft publiihed in Achaia ; but by 
Some^ either at Antioch, or iq fdine part of 
Syrfi», .rtr in Paleftine *. And though Some hav6 
tapjfoted it to have appeared about fifteen, andr 
Some about two and twenty years after the Af- 
ceofion ; the more prevailing opinion is, that it 
wa9 not deEvered by the Evangelift to the diici* 

4 
• • • I . 

• See Lardner's Supplement, ch. yiii. fed. 6, p. 132, of 
iTol. VI. of his Works.— But fee likewifc Dr. Campbelfs * 
Pte&ce t» lis^Tf Miflfttida olSu Luke's Gt^fpel, p. 178, 179* 
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pies tin toi^liffds the y^tir ^4:jt that i% about thirty 
3^lean «fier that event *« 

TftE fame kin^ of cOnfideifatloQi): y^iaj^ ikja^e, 
pw^eA tibe 4ittet uici'edJlbAfilty of the i^rgeriea in 
qi]eftiQs>iiii tdfttidfi :t9 :thi> Gq^pel of St. ]M^atttiewy> 
will ncr lefo ftroo^y pro^ it(s utter in<7Q<^ldlii?jf jiit^- 
reg^td to thftt.of St Luke likewife^ ./ 

No ertiteiiipit t0 mtrqduce ^ forgery of fuch. a 
l^md, ib • i<bftpiiifliii^ i jin . its particulars, and ia^ 
ftrilqng by it^.. lengtbi. <;o\||4 be bazardet^* tilf^ 
Aiany y^ars , after this G^^fpel had be^ njkad^ P^^' 
lie ; bticaoff the Original, given by; Luke, hiair^ 
felf^ which tnuft have beei> preserved . for >n^y. 
years, woi^d imtaediat^y have refated it Api\ 
when niaiiy years had' ela|>ied, from its being, 
maxle. public for the general ufe of the diiciples^ 
{6 many 'copies of it. n^uft have been tranfcribed ;. 
as well, fqr the purpqfe of being publicly read in 
the different Congregations, .as for the private 
peruial of di&rent families ; that any forgeries in* 
ferted in a. very few copies;, (which was all that 
could polTibliy be done ;) if they were of any cqn- 
fiderable length, and contained , any remarkajble 
particulars, muft have beeU: taken ^notice of^ as 
ibon as they were made public^ and efieftually 
exploded. 

I a 

* See Lardner's Supplement, ch. iv. feft. 4; and chapu 
vJiL fed, 4. in Vol. VI. offers Works, 
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elfinideftmely inferted ; coyld xio fooner hove he^ 
brought out fw infpe^ion, in order to iaipofe the^i 
<m the credulity of the Chriftian world, than they 
would have been exploded by any one to whom they 
were &ewn; as a moil un^ueftionable, a^ well as 
unparalleled falfificatifM. 

Nor i& the particular> place, and manner, in 
which thefe relations are inti'oduced in the Gofp^l 
of St.> Luke, much leis incredible ; fuppofmg 
them to have been forgjed, and clandeftinely in- 
'ferted ; than even the forgeries themfelves. St. 
Luke's Gofpcl opens with the following introduc-* 
tion. — " Forafmuch as many have taken in hand 
to fet forth, in order, a declaration of thofe 
things, which are mojifurdy believed among usj; 
even as They delivered them unto uSy zoftichjrom 
the beginning were eyerwitneffes^ and Minifiers of 
" the Word ; it leepaed good to me alfo j having 
" had perfeB underjianding of all things from the 
" very frji : to write unto Thee, in order, Moft 
" Excellent Theophilus ; that Thou mghtefi hiaw 
^' the certainty of thofe things wherein thou haft 
^* been infiruEted'' 

This is evidently an expi^fs, and deciiive de- 
claration ; to the very perfop tp whom St Luke 
.addt)eifes his Gofp^el^. npt that thebiftpry, willi 
which he was going to.prefeot him, virouldcoQ- 
tain uny. e^traordina^^ or- .mki^culpuii ;event^ 

which 
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ivhich he had oot heard ^f bafoire ; but^ i)ni;he<:ea* 
trary, that it would oaly give him a particular^ and 
fatis&ciodry account of all ^ok important fads, 
which had already been made kni^n, a» well to 
him, as to dil the difciples; ai^ which had been 
<onftantly (iffirmed by the Ap^ks themfelvts^ from 
their frji beginning to preach the Go/pel ; and, in 
confequence of their a3irmations, ^m/^ Mieved, 
from the very beginnings by all whom they had ever 
converted to the Chriftian faith. 

YflT, if it be fuppofed, that the particulate in 
queftion, reladve to the conceptions, and births, 
of John the JBaptifi, and Jefus, were not a genuine 
part of this Gofpel ; the Authors of this fuppofed 
forgery muft have chofen to infert all thefe moft 
.aftoniihing particulars of their own inventing ; 
which no one could have heard of till they were id 
inferted ; immediately after this very introduction-; 
which,! in that cafe, muft; not only have given the 
lie, in the moit direO; and fkriking manner, to 
the whole interpolation ; but imait have pointed it 
ouft ib plainly for an interpolation, as to render it 
impoffible for it to have efcaped the notice of even 
the moft dull, or inattentive reader. And thia^ 
certainly, w« may venture to affirm, is utterly 
incredible. 

So enonxiKms, indeed, arid extravagant, ^oulfl 
fuch an interpolation as « that m ^queftion hayf 

been. 
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been, that, in whatever part of St Luke's Gofpd 
it had been introduced, it inuft have been ob- 
ferved, and dete8:ed. But certainly, if it had 
been poffible for any one to refolve to try tiie 
experiment of inferting it at all, he could never 
have chofen to do it immediately after^ that par- 
ticular declaration of St. Luke, which muft ren- 
der the forgery more exceedingly ftriking, and 
confpicuous, than it wodd have been in any other 
place. 

In faO;, if it hatd been poffible for any one to 
have determined to make this interpolation, in 
this particular place ; he muft, at the fame time, 
have determined to add to it another; by alter- 
ing St. Luke's introduction, to fuit it to his purr 
pofe ; and making him inform Theophilus, that 
be ihould lay before him, not only a full and fa*- 
tisfadory account mi all thofe particulars, relating 
to Jefus, which he had before heard ; but like- 
wife, feveral moft important miraculous fa6i;s> 
which hjb had never before been informed of. 
And this fingle circumftance, therefore, that the 
particulars in queftion are placed immediately 
after fuc^ an introdu6lion as they direftly follow, 
is alone a decifive proof, that they muft have been 
a genuine part of St. Luke's original Gofpel ; and 
that the fafts ^hiqh they contain muft have been 
related by the Apoftlei^ a$ occaiion required^ td 

all 



ill the disciples they made, from the very time of 
their beginning to preach the Gofpel. 

V. But waving for a moment all thefe con- 
iiderations^ and fuppofing the forgeries in quef- 
tion to have been attempted, what muft have been 
the confequence? No fooner could the contrivers 
of them have brought them forward, than they 
muft have been exploded by all who were not 
concerned in the forgery of them ; fince no perfoa 
could poffibly give credit to relations fo extremely 
remarkable as thefe, which no one of the Apoftles 
could ever have made mention of; and for which 
no authority whatever could be pretended. And 
wherever the experiment had been tried ; whe- 
ther in Paleftinc^ Syria, or Achaia; if notwith- 
ftanding theii* immediate reje&ion by thofe to whom 
they were propofed, they had ftill been contended 
for, as authentic, by thofe who contrived, and 
produced them ; an account of them would cer- 
tainly have been tranfmitted to Jerufalem, for the 
judgment of that Church upon them.; and there 
they would certainly have been authoritatively coi»- 
demned. 

When there arofe a difpute among the difci- 
pies at Antioch, about the neceffity of circum- 
cifion, they fent Paul and Barnabas^to Jerufalem^ 
tQ have the poixit authoritatively decided by the 

Q Apoftles 
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Apoftles there *. And in the fame manner, no 
doubt, if St. Matthew's and St Luke's Gofpels 
were made public early enough to permit the for- 
geries in queftion to be attempted at any time 
during the life of James the Juft; who prefided 
over the Church in Judea for about thirty years 
after the Afcenfion; that is, till the year 62; to 
him, undoubtedly, an account of them would have 
been fent ; if they were at all perfifted in ; and by* 
him the falfehood of tliem would have been deci- 
fively declared. 

And if we fliould fuppofe the attempt not to have 
been niade till after the death of James the Juft, iri 
the year 62 ; but before the death of the Apoftle 
and Evangelift St. John, who lived to about the 
year 100 ; it cannot be doubted, but that as foon as 
thefe moft aftonifliing, and before unheard of 
relations were made public, the Biihop, and other 
moft confiderable members of the Church at Je« 
rufalem would have fent a deputation to St. John ; 
with copies of the fuppofed interpolated parts of 
Matthew's and Luke's Gofpels ; for his Apoftolical 
'judgment upon their authenticity, and truth. And 
after St. John had authoritatively condemned them 
as furreptitious, and falfe; as he would, and 
muft have done ; it would have been utterly im- 

 Ads of the Apoftles, cb. kj. 

poffibU 
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pofliblc for them to have been tranfmitted to us, as 
genuine parts of the Golpels concerned, in the 
manner they aftually have been. On the contraiy, 
either the very memory of thefe forgeries would 
have died away, and we ihould never have heard of 
them ; or elfe St. John's apoftolical condemnatioh 
of them would certainly have been tranfmitted 
to us, together with an account of the forgeries 
themfelves. , 

Or if, for argument*s fakfe, wc put the fup- 
pofition, that the contrivers of the fuj^ofed for- 
geries might ftill endeavour to keep up a party 
in their fupport; it cannot be queftioned, but 
that the fame heads of the Church at Jclrufalem, 
who Imd applied to St. Jbhn for his judgment 
upon Ihem, would immediately have infqrmed 
him of the fupport ftill attempted to be given to 
them, even in oppofition to the judgment he had 
pronouiiced againft them ; and that St. John would 
then have addrelTed an Epiftle to all the Chrif- 
tian Churches, to prevent the poffibility of their 
being milled by fuch an impious attempt. And 
certainly, That F4)iftlJe, written upon fo very ex- 
traordinary an occafion, could not but iiave been 
delivered down to us ; together with the thref^ 
Epiftles of his writing which we now have. And as, 
after this Epiftle of St John had been made pub- 
lic, no Chriftians, except the fuppofed fupporters 

c 3 of 
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of the forgeries, would either have added the paf- 

fages in queftion to thofe copies of the Gofpels of 

St. Matthew and St Luke, bi which they were 

already poffeffed; or Mould have prefixed them 

to any copies of thofe Gofpels, which might after* 

wards have been tranfcribed ; the confcquence muft 

have been, that it would have been pnly not 

abfolutely impoffible for fo much as even a £ngle 

copy of thofe Gofpels, to which the forgeries 

were added, to have come down to us ; and we 

Ihould not have known what the contents of thele 

forgeries were; except from the Epiftle of St. 

John written purpofely to condemn them ; and 

whatever the early Chriftian Writers might have 

mentioned concerr(in^ them. Whereas the a£luai 

fa€i: i^, that no fuch Epiftle was ever written by 

St. John; and all the copies of the Gofpels 

concerned, which have been tranfmitted .to us; 

except thofe, the beginnings of which are mani- 

feftly loft; are found to contain the pafiages in 

queftion *. 

VI- If then the forgeries in queftion ihould 
be ftill conceived poffible, it can only be by 
iuppofing them to have taken place at fome time 

• See Dr. Campbell's Note on Matt. ii. 23 : Vol. II. 
f. 308, of his Tranflation of the Gofpels. " It is proper to 
•bferve/' &c. 

after 



mfter the death of the Apoftle John ; when there was - 
no longer any perfon living, who could on his owa 
apoltolical authority condemn them. But fuppofing 
even this to have been^the cafe, what mufi have been* 
the iffue ? 

The latefl time affigned for the publication of 
St. Matthew's and St Luke's Gofpels is about the 
year 63, 64, or 65*; and the Apoftle and Evan- 
gelift St John lived to about the year 100 ; that is^ 
about five, or fix, and thirty years after thia- 
lateit time of their publication. During this in-^ s 
terval of five, or fix, and thirty years ; and efpe* 
cially in that advanced fiate of the Church, near 
the beginhing of the Second Century ; very many 
copies of Matthew's and Luke's Goipels muil 
have been tranfcribed, and carefully kept; not 
only for private perufal, but, more efpecially, to 
be read at the religious meetings of the difciples. 
Several years, therefore, before the death of the 
Apofiile and Evangelift St, John, the genuine con- 
tents of thefe Gofpels muft have been fo perfecily 
well known ; and there muft have been fo many 
copies of them, whofe completenefs, as well as 
authenticity, would not admit of doubt; and fo 
many perfons vrho knew that to be the cafe ; that 
if any one could have been wild enough to invent 

^ See the authorities referred to in the note in page 27. 

c 3 tlie 
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- the paffages in <jueftion, and fdift them' into any 
copies of tlie Gofpels concerned, whi(;h he could 
get into his pofleflion; after the death of the 
Apoftle John ; and then bring thofe copies into 
public notice ; and fubmit them to public infpec-i 
tion as unadulterated ; and therefore, as the only 
authentic, and complete copies of thefe Gofpels j 
it would have been abfolutely impoffible, but that 
fuch impudent forgeries muft have been immedi- 
ately explo^ecl ; and the interpolations themfelves 
could not have been delivered down to us, as they 
aClually have been, as genuine parts of the Gofpela 
in which they are found. 

Besides, at whatever time, whether early or late>, 
after the death of the Apoftle John; we may fuppofe 
the attempt to have been made, to pafs the narra-^ 
tions in queftion for genuine upon the Chriftian 
world ; the particulars related in them muft have 
been abfolutely unheard of till that very time, by all 
except the few Avho were concerned in forging them ; 
and no one copy of the Gofpels concerned could at 
, that time have been found to contain tliem ; ex- 
cept thofe very few, into which the contrivers of, 
the fuppofed forgeries had been able to fpift 
them. 

What then muft haye been the cafe^^ e^s foon 
as the attempt to pafs them upon the difciples in 
general was brought forward j wherever it may 

be 
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be fuppofed to have been made ? Chriftians, by 
being either converted to the Chriitian faith, oi: 
educated in it, did not become deftitute of common 
fenfe; and they muft therefore have afted, uppi^ 
this very particular occcUion, a$ perfons m ho were 
poffeffed of common fenfe certainly would have 
a3:ed. If the copies, to which the fuppofed forged 
narrations were added, were in private hands, the 
perfons to whom they were direftly Ihewn, or to 
whofe notice they were iji any artful manner fuh- 
mitted, in order to get thefe aftoniihing additions 
received, would immediately have compared 
them, not only witli other copies in private hands 
like wife; but efpecially with thofe copies, which 
were read in their religious meetings, at thoie 
places, where the fuppofed corrupted copies were 
brought into notice.-r-rQr if the forgers could 
have found means to corrupt fome copy, or even 
mqre than one copy, made ufe of at their reli- 
gious meetings ; the prefidiing, and moft intelli- 
gent members of thofe Congregations to which 
thefe copies belonged, as fgon ^ they came to 
hear thefe before unheard of, and aftonifliing re- 
lations read among them, at their religious meet-? 
ings, would certainly have looked for them in 
their own private copies, as well as in the private 
copies of all to whom they had accefs ; and would 
likewife h^ve enquired, whether thefe^ till then 

Q 4 unheard 
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tinheard of, hanations were to be found in the 
copies made ufe of in other Congregations, as 
well as their own. And as the number of copies, 
which the contrivers of the fuppofed forgeries 
could have found mearfs to corrupt, mull have 
been very fmall; arid every other Copy, without 
exception, would have borne teftimony againlt 
them ; while every perfon not concerned in the 
fuppbfed forgeries muft have known with abfo- 
iute certainty, that he had never feen, or heard 
of, any fuch relations as tbofe in queition, till 
the time when the forgers of them produced 
lliem into notice/ the attempt to fupport thefe 
forgeries muft either have been immediately 
given up, and the forgeries themfelves have been 
totally rejeQ;ed ; or elfe, if the perfons who 
forged them, and fuch as they might have gained 
tover to their party, (if indeed they could have 
gained any ;) continued obftmaiely to contend Jot 
them as genuine; and to ufe thofe copies into 
which thefe narrations had been foifted, ,as the 
6nly complete copies of the , two Gofpels con* 
fcerned ; — If this, merely for the fake of argu- 
ftient, be fuppofed not abfolutely impoffiblej 
then This Party muft immediately have become 
noticed as a Small New Se6l of Chriftians ; who 
diftinguiftied themfelves from the great body of 
the Chriftian Church, by the peculiarity of re^ 

ceiving 



ceiving the paflages in queftion as genuine, whil4 
every one elfe rejefiled them as forged. 

This muft at all events have proved the cafe. 
And this circumftance will fumilh us with another 
fatisfaftory proof, that it is abfolutely impoffible 
for the fuppofed forgeries to have been contrived, 
and executed, at any time after the death of the 
Apoftle John. 

If the attempt fuppofed had been made afteif 
tlie death of John ; who lived to the end of the 
firft century ; there muft have been a time, after 
the beginnmg of the Second Century, when th^ 
particulars in qufefiion, contained in the two firft 
chapters of the Gofpels of Matthew and Lukcj 
as we have them, firft began to be heard of.— 
There muft have been a time^ aftef the begins 
ning of the Second Century, when they wli6 
received thefe paflages as genuine, firft became 
known, as a Small New SeQ; of *Chriftians ; 
difiinguifliing themfelves fronl all other Chriftians 
by that very peculiarity; and when the whole 
Chriftian Church, except this very Small New 
SeCt, univerlally rejeCled thefe paflages as noto- 
rious interpolations. And fince all the unmu- 
tilated copies of the two Gofpels concerned, which 
have come down to us, contain the paflages in 
queftion ; tliere muft likewife have been, at Ibmc 
period ftill later in the Second Century, a far 

more 
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more remarkable epocha itill ;— *a time, when* th* 
great body of Chriftians, in all places, muft have 
come over to the diftinguiihing peculiarity of this 
Small New Se6t ; and when, agreeing to receive the 
pafTages in queftion as genuine, they muit a^ually, 
and by concert, have corrupted all their autberitic 
copies of the two Gofpels concerned ; by prefixing 
univerfally thefe pallages to them, as original part3 
t)f them. 

And if the Chriftian Qhurch produced any 
Writers upon the affairs of the Churchj^ %X, or 
not very long after, that time; thofe Writer* 
muft inevitably have recorded thefe aftonilhing 
events ; to which there is nothing fimilar in tlie, 
hiftory of mankind. Whether they could have 
given a fatisfafilory account of the means by which 
fo unparalleled a revolution was brought aboju.1^ 
or not ; they would, at all events, have recorded 
the revolution itfelf; and we fliould have been 
explicitly informed by them ; — That during a 
long period the Gofpels of Matthew and Luke 
were not known to have contained thofe paf- 
fages relating to the conceptions and births, of 
John the Baptift, and Jefus ; which, at the ti^^ 
when they wr6te, were univerfallv placed at the 
beginning of them :-^That the Chriftiajo, Church 
had poifeircd thofe Gofpels without the palfages, 
concerned, till fuch a certain period in the early 

part 



part of the Second Century: but that not long 
before that time, a New Seft of Chriftians had 
fprung up ; who then produced fome copy, or 
copies, of thofe Gofpels, contaming the pa0ages 
in queftion; and contended, that they had been 
originally contained in them ; by what means fo- 
^ver it had happened, that they had been left ou| 
of all the copies, except thofe which they had pro- 
duced containing them.— That at length, this New 
Se£b found means to perfuade the whole Chriftian 
Church to adopt this belief; ftpd that then, accord- 
ingly, the copies of thefe Gofpels were all by 
degrees altered, and the paflages in queftion inferted 
in them, as tliey h^ve been delivered down fron^ 
them to us. 

Such muft have been the hiftory of thefe mar-, 
vellous events, which the Chriftian Writers, who 
flourilhed but a very few years after they muft have 
taken place, would certainly have given us ; if the 
paiTages in queftion had been forged, and added to 
their refpeftive* Gofpels, at any time after the death 
q{ the Apoftle, and Evangelift> St. John. 

But fo far i§ this from being the cafe, tliat 
the hiftory df the Church is an abfolute, and di- 
tedc contradjftion to every idea of this kind ; and 
proves all fuch fuppofitions to be as falfe in fa6l, 
as they are, in their very nature, abfurd and im^* 
poffible. 

The 
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The Chriftian Writers^ who iiourifbed not 
long after the death of tlie Apoftle John, do not 
fuggeft any fuch notion, as that there ever was a 
time ; cither after the death of John, or befinre it ; 
when the Gofpels of Matthew, and Luke, did not 
contain thofe palfages relating to the conceptions^ 
and births, of John the Baptift and Jefus, which 
they now do contain. They give not the leaft 
hint of any time, at which the Chriftian Church, 
from having the Gofpels of Matthew and Luke 
without thefe paflagcs, were firft made acquainted 
with them ; and, from being prevailed on to con- 
fider them as genuine, agreed to admit them ; and 
Accordingly added them t6 all the copies of thefe 
Gofpels ; of none of which they had before made 
a part. 

But, in direCt contradiftion to every fuch 
idea, they explicitly ihew, that very early in the 
Second Century, not long after the death of the 
Apoftle John, * there was indeed grown up into 
public notice a New*Se€b of Chriftians, known 
by the name of Ebionites ; who (in agreement* 
with a fomewhat earlier fe£fc, the Cerinthians,) 
differed from the Church at large, with refpeQ. 
to the Miraculous Conception of Jefus, recorded 
in the paflages in queftion : but that tliis Seek, 
inftead of being the firft publiihers, and defenders, 
of thefe paflages ; and the firft to perfuade the 

Church 



Church at large to receive them; and add tb«m 19 
the two Gofpels concerned ; were actually difi^ 
giiiflietl u a Se&y oppofed to the Catholic Church, 
by d^bcUeviEig the particulars recorded ift theft 
pafiages, and therefore rejedii^ them ; while tb« 
Church it large ccmtinued to receive them, n$ w^ 
doul^ted parts of their refpefitive Gofpels i known 
to be f(9 from the very time when thofe GofpeVi 
wiere firf . delivered to the difaples, by the £ri^snge^ 
lilts who wrote them *. 

TH:Et ^fiaition likewife aii importai^t pcu^iqular 
in the <0ndu6i; of this Se&; which may. ferve ti 
ftew, Ikt thdr diibelief of the miraculous Coop 
ceptioi of Jefus ou^t not to be regarded as ^ 
circunjfttftce of any moment, in jud^g of t}i9 
authenicity of thofe paflSiges in the GofpeW, in 
which he particulars rela^ng to it are recorded* 
They ftewy tiiat this Sea, <m account of th« 
ftrong diliike they entertained- the doftrinc of 

^ See Mofheim's Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, 1ft Century,, p. «, 
A. V. M. 17; and 2d Century, p. 2, ch. v. fed. 3. That 
<me braich of the Ebioiutes denied the miraculoui. Concep- , 
tion, fee the paffages from Eufebius, quoted by Lardner, 
Vol. Ilof his Works, p. 3075 and Vol, VII. p. QCT;, anJ 
particulaly Vol. III. p. 541, note H.— Of the beginning of 
the Gofpei of the Ebipnites, fee the reference to Epiphaniu%, 
Urdner's Works, Vol, 11. p. U3* that is, CredibUilyj p. «, 
A. xir. N» H. I 

the 
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the abolition of the Jewifli Law by the Gofpel * 
which was very particularly infifted on by St. 
Paul ; reje6ted entirely both St Paul himfelf, and 
his Epiftles*. From which faO; alone it is abundantly 
Evident, that their diibelicf of the miraculcus Con- 
oeption of Jefus cannot afford even the fmaleft pre* 
fumptiofi againft the authenticity of tliofc )affagesy 
of the firft and fecond chapters of the Gtfpels of 
St Matthew and St. Luke, in which the paticulars 
of it are recorded. 

And they fliew furthei*, that -though his Se6t 
•perfifted in diibelieving the c6ntents of tlefe paC 
fages ; the Church at large ^ were not, even in the 
fmalleft degree, influenced by their condviQ:, to 
difbelieve them likewife ; but continued to receive 
them ; as it is evident from thefe fafts tfey muft 
have done from the beginning ; and, acccrdingly, 
delivered them down to us, as of the fame unqueC^ 
tionable authority with any other paflage which 
thofe Gofpels contain. 

Having now feen, in the firft place, itiat the 
Narratives in queftion are in themfelvesof fuch 
a nature, as to render it abfolutely incredible, 

IT 

'  that the Ebionites rejeaed St. Paul, and his Fpiftles, fe« 
Lardner's Works, Vol. IL p. 354 ; That is, CrediWlity, p. 2^ 
ch. xxix, fed. iv. ^0; and the quotation from Eufebius in 
Vol. VII. p. 20.— And Marih's Tranflation d Michaelis's 
Introduaion to the New Teft. Vol. I. p. 36, 37. 

that 
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tbat they could be invented, and forged, by any 
pgrfons whatever;— In the next, that if they 
could have been forged; they could not have beea 
made public at any period of time, either during 
the life, or after the death, of tlie Apoftle and 
Evangelift St. John, without being mevitably ex-, 
ploded ;— And further, that even if they could have 
been forged ; and matters could have been fo ma- 
naged by thofe who forged them, as to procure their 
reception by the Church at large, . as genuine 
pafiages of the tw^o Gofpels concerned ; the 
hiftory of the Church relating to them muft thea 
have been diametrically oppofite to what it 
aftually is ;— Having feen all this, . we xnight 
here reft the queftibn ; as having abundantly 
proved, that the narratives under confideration, 
relating to the births of Jefus and the Baptift, muft 
have been authentic paffages of their refpedive 
Gofpels. 

But becaufe fome of the earliefi Chriftian Sefts 
disbelieved the contents of thefe relations ; and 
that circumftance ha^ probably been the radical 
caufe of whatever doubts about them, or a£tual 
4ilbelief iof them, may at thi« day be entertained ; 
it will certainly be ufeful, to Ihew, further, that 
their authenticity is very fatisfaCtorily confirmed, 
not only by an early Writer of the Church at 
lltrge, who, with the Church, held thdr autho- 
rity 
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rity to be beyond all doubt; but even by tiiofe 
very SeOs, who did not believe their ccmtents^ 
and reje3:ed them ; as well as by the moit diftin*- 
guiihed of thoTe profeifed Enemies to the faith 
in Jefus, who exerted all their abilities to over^ 
throw it. 

VII. And that thefe paiTages were certainly au- 
thentic ; ad the Church at large, without the finalleft 

dotlbt, held them to be ; the manner in which they 

are mentioned in the writings of Juftin Martyr, the 
firft Apologift for Chriftianity, will afford us very 
fittisfafiory corroborating proof. 

Justin wrote, and prefented his Firft Apology, 
at the lateft within fifty years after the deatli of 
the Apoftle John *. In it he repeatedly infifts upon 
the faft, that Jefus was born of a Virgin ; which, 
he likewife contends, it w<as foretold by Ifaiab, 
that Jefus fhould be ; and for the truth of this 
faS: he refers to the particulars recordefl in the 
paflages in queftion ; and exprefsly affirms, that 
thefe paiTages were written by the fame £vange# 
lifts who had written the whole hiftory of Jefus; 
and without judging it requifite to fay a fyllable 

• Cave's life of Juftin, £e&. S.— Lardner's Works, Vol. It 
p» 117 » tbat is, Credibility, p* S» ch. x*-^u&iu'8 Firfii^pologyv 
N«46| p. 71. £d. rws| 1743* 
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in fiipport of the truth of this affertioh *. This id 
tvhat he could ii(ot have done, if any doubts of thci 
authenticity of thefe paiTages had been at that time 
entertained j or if the Sefts^ who diibelieved the 
particulars related iii them, had attempted to pro^ 
duce any evidence, by which their Authenticity 
eould be brought into ^ju^ftion^ 

Justin's Apology was addreifed to the Em- 
peror, the Senate, and the people of Rome ; and 
was writterf, and prefented, for the very purpofe 
of exciting in the Emperor a favourable opinion 
of the Chriiiians, and procuring a ceiTation of 
thofe cruelties^ which were at tliat time exercifed 
«gainit them. But had Juftin attempted to de^ 
ceive the Emperor, with the Senate, and Peopte 
of Rome^ by boldly aflerting the genuinenefs of 
thefe relations, when he knew their authenticity 
was calUd into queftion ; (and if it had been> he 
muft have known it;) he could Jhave had nothing 
to expert, but that fome of the very numerous 
and powerful enemies of the Chriftians would have 
taken advantage of a condufi; {o highly culpable^ 
to encreafe both the odium, and the perfecution^ 
which the Chriftians laboured under. This was 
fo extremely obvious^ that it was impofiible for 
Juftin not to refie£); upon it» His having written 

* See Juftin's Firft Apology, N' 35, 33. Ed. Pari*, 1742. 
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of theie paffages, tl^erefore, in tiie manner hi bus*; 
that is, his having pofitively aficrted, as an acknow- 
ledged faQ;, which required no proof, that they 
were written by the fame perfons, who wrote the 
w^hole of thofe Gofpels^ of wliich they have been 
tranfmitted to us as genuine parts ; in an Apology 
for the Chriftians ; addrefled, and delivered to the 
Emperor ; purpofely to excite a favourable dif- 
pofition in the Emperor towards the Chriftians ; 
is an ample proof, that their authfenticity was 
not even queftioned, (though the fa6ls related in 
them Mere not believed by the SeQ;s already 
mentioned ;) when he wrote this Apology ; that 
is, within fifty years after the death of the Apoftle 
John. 

And this conclnfion is very ftrongly confirmed 
Uy Juftin s conduft in his Second Apology. Had 
the autiienticity of thefe pafliages been at all 
doubtful, when in his Firft Apology he referred 
to them as of unqueftioned authority ; juft as he 
would have referred to any other paflages of the 
feme Gofpels; this artifice would quickly have 
been obferved, and' urged againft hkn. And if^^ 
after this, he undertook to write, and prefent, a 
Second Apology, to the then Emperor ; in order 
to induce him to mitigate the feveritie& ftill exer-*. 
ciied againft the Chriftians ; he muft have made 
it his bufinefs in tliat Second Apolc^y, to vin- 
dicate 
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^cate the paifages in queition from whatever doubtd 
had been raifed againft. them ; and to prove fatis-^ 
faSborily^ that they were authentic ; as in his Firft 
Apology he had, in the moft unqualified manner, 
and without the leaft mention of any proof, affirmed 
them to be. But lb far is this from being the cafe ; 
that in his Second Apology ; being led to mention, 
that Jefus w^as made man, by being born, in con- 
fequence of the will of God, and the Father ; he 
refers to what he had faid Before upon this point, 
as fully fufficient ; without adding any thing to 
confirm his former aflertion*. And this cer-r 
tainly is a proof, that no * objeftion had been 
made to his unqualified affertion of the authen- 
ticity of thefe paflages, in his Firft Apology ; and 
confequently, that no doubts were entertained cont 



cermng it. 



Nor is this all. The fame conclufion which is 
thus eftablilhed by Juftin's two Apologies, is ftill 
fuSrther confirmed by his Dialogue with Trypho 
the Jew. If any doubts had been entertained of 
the authenticity of thefe paffages, when Juftin 
wTOte this Dialogue, thofe doubts muft have been 
perfectly well known to the Jews in particular ; 



. •See Juftin's Second Apology, N** 6, p. 93, fame Edi- 
tion ; and compare it with what he has faid, Firft Apology, 
N9a2, 33, * ' 
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ind muft have been alleged by them in their oppdl 
fitiori to the faith in Jefus. And this Dialogue 
feing dcfigned by Juftin as a profefled proof of 
the truth of the Chriftian Revelation ; and more 
efppcially as a refutation of fuch obje^kioas as 
l^ere alleged by the Jews againft it ; if thefe paf^ 
iages had been objected to as fpiH ious^ at the time 
tthen this Dialogue was compofed, and made pub-» 
lie, it would not Jhave been poffible for Juftin to 
have afferted their authenticity, and argued from 
them, as be does in this Dialogue; without, at 
the fame time, introducing Trypho alleging fucb 
objeftions^ to prove them fpurious, as were known 
to be urged againft them ; and then, in reply to: 
Trypho, producing fuch arguments as he though! 
valid ; to Ihew that the objeelions urged by Trypho 
were of no force. 

Just in this manner we aftually find, that^ 
when Juftin has alleged the prophecy of Ifaiah, — 
A Virgin Jhall conceive^ &c. he immediately intro^ 
^ces Tryplio replying to him, that he miftranflatcd 
the word in the Original ; that it is not faid by 
Ifaiah, that a Virgin, but merely that " a you7ig 
woman, Ihall conceive, &c. j" and Juftin then fets 
himfelf to refute this objeSHon * But though 

 See the Dialogue with Trypho, N^fifi, 67'| p. I&3, l64^j 
and N^ 84 ; p. 181, fame Editioiu 
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Juftin nvgnes repeatedly, and at great length, from 
Ihis prophecy ; arid appeals particularly to the 
events i^ecorded in the two firft chapters of the 
Gofpels of St. Matthew and Luke *, as of decifive 
authority, for the completion of it; and though 
he introduces Trypho objefting, that the faO:, which 
Juftin wants to eftablilh upon the authority of thefe 
paflages ; that is, Jefus's having been bom of Jl 
Virgin ; was in itfelf ahnoft, if not altogether, im- 
poflible^t ; yet he has not introduced Trypho fug-) 
gelling fo much as an idea, that the authenticity of 
the paflages in which thofe miraculous events aro 
recorded, and upon the authority of whicli Juftiq 
fo entirely relied, was fubjcCfc even to tlie fmalleft 
doubt J. 

There can Icarcely be conceived a ftronger cir- 
cumftantial proof than this, that when iJuftin wrote 
this Dialogue; which is judged to have been not 
long aftier hisr Firft Apology § ; no doubts of the 
authenticity of thefe paflages had ever been enter- 
tained ; (though it was univerfally known, that 
Marcion, the Ebionites^ and fome qther SeQ:s^ 
did not believe their contents;) and much left 

• Dialogue with Trypbo, N^ 77, 78, 84; p. 174,5,6, 
and 181. 
,t Ibid. N^^8; p. l65. 

J This appears from the paiTages juft referred to. 
i Sec Lardner's Works, Vol. II. p. I17. 
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any idea of there having been a time, wheti theiS. 
paffages were firft brought to' light, by any fmall 
New SeCt of Chriftians ; and when,, in confe- 
quence of their arguments in favour of them, they 
h^d been received by the Church at large, and 
inferted in all the copies of the two Gofpels con- 
cerned ; which till that time had not contained 
them. 

Justin Ihews, that before he wrote, it was the 
cftabliftied pra6kice to read the Gofpels publicly 
in the Chriftian Congregations* : and his referring 
to thefe paffages, juft as he would have referred to 
any other ' paffages of the fame Gofpels, as 
having certainly been written by the writers of 
the whole Gofpels to w^hich they belong ; - without 
referring to any proof of the point, or confider- 
ing it as requiring any ; is an abfolute proof, not 
only that the copies of the Gofpels of Matthew 
and Luke which were read in^ the Chriftian Con* 
gregations, and confequently thofe which w^ere 
kept, and read, in private families, muft hav^ 
contained -thefe paffages ; but that thcfe paffages 
were then, as well as befoi'e Juftin wrote, held to 
be of juft the fame unexceptionable authority, as 
any other paffages of thofe Gofpels. . And as this 

 See the Firft Apology, N® 67, p.' 8?. And J^ardncr's Woiks, 
Vol. n. p. VA, 122, J28, 129, 



^9^d hot have been the cafe, if they had been 
firlt brought into nc^ce, and added to the various 
•copies of thofe Gofpels, at any time between the 
death of the Apoftle St. John, in the year 100, 
and *^he time when Juftin wrote, before the year 
150; oTf indeed, feveral years fboner; the man- 
ner in which Juftin has referred to thefe paffiiges ; 
in his two Apologies, and his Diak>gue with 
Trypho ; is a fatisfa&ory proof, that thefe paflages 
could not have been bi'ought into notice, and added 
to the various copies of the Gofpels concerned, 
either at any time after the death of the ApoMe 
and Evangeiift St. John ; or for feveral years 
before it. . 

Besides, Juftin was born, according to Sonde, 
in the year 89 ; or, according to Others, in the 
•year 103; or, 'perhaps, between thofe periods,; 
aod after applying himfelf to the ftudy of the 
dofiirii^es of all the principal Se6U of Philofophers, 
without beii^ able to obtain fatisfacUon from any 
thvig which they taught; at length fet himfelf 
to e^5iLamine the evidence, apd the . doftriges of 
Chriftianity ; fi^od .jbipc^ipe a convert to the Chriif 
tian: faith, when about thirty years of age *. His 
Converfion muft have been founded upon hii» 
amvi6ibn of the authenticity of the Gofpels, and 

• ^Ltriwet's Worjis, Vol. \l. p. 115, ll6, ; 
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Ibe troth of the fajEbs related in tbem^ What^vie^ 
•pinions any particulars in ^ his writings may hayQ 
given occaiion to, ekher of his judgment, or his* 
eredufity ; his fmcerity is abfolutely unimpeached» 
And as his enquiries into the authenticity^ and 
truth, of the Gofpek, previous to his cotiyerfioui 
fjouft haye been earried on, according to the above 
accounts, either about the year 130, if he was boni 
in the year 103 ; or about the year IfiO, if he was 
born in 89 ; or in the interval between tbofe 
y^Fs ; tiiat is, not more than thirty years, at the 
moft; and perhaps not more than twenty, aft^ 
|he death of t^e Apoftle John ; if the pafiages in 
queition had been firil produced, and received, 
at any time after his death ; or, indeed, feveral 
years before it ^ Juftin, as well as ev^y one elle of 
his tiqie, muil have been fiilly acquainted with th^ 
whole hillory of their firft publication, and fubfe^ 
quent reception; and muft certainly have made 
feme dire6fc mention of, or at leaft, fome allij^a 
to, thofe circumftances, of fo very i|ngukr a nature { 
not OHiy in his firil Apology, but more efpedatly it) 
iiis Dialogue with Trypho the Jew^ There is not 
even a pc^ibilify of conceiving that he could have 
omitted it 

The firft produ^Hpn^^^ thefe moft remarkable 
narratives, at any diftance of time after the pub-? 
Uca^ion of their refpeflive Gofpels ; ^nd the fub- 
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fcqmkt reeeptbn cf tliem, i&s- authen^ 1^ the 
Chiirdi at large ; together widi liie infertiOft of 
them in all their copies of thofe Gofpels ; would 
b^ye b06ti etentB fo exceedingly afiotiifliing ; a6 to 
t^4ef it abfi^lutely, and utterly increfdibley 4hai 
Juftin could appeal to the miraculous fafits. related 
in theft paflages as unqueftionably authenfic; 
ivithout fome^exprefs mentkm of, or at leaft' ibme 
evident allufton to, their nioft imparaUeled dkeovery, 
ttnd introdqftion; and the evidence i^on which 
tiiey had'been i^ceived as auth^tic by the Chufcb 
itt large. » 

Justin'^ i^efdrring to Hiete paflages, < therefore^ 
$xiA exprefsly affirming, that they were written by 
tfie fame peribns who wrote the whok biftory 6f 
JefuB J juil a$ he would hdve referred to any otheip 
pai&ges of the Gofpels to which th^ belong; 
without even the fltghteft hint ^ thdr having been 
firft brought ta l^t^ and at lengtti adofM^l, at 
Ibme time fubfequent to ^ ftrft publication of 
^^ Gofpels; whether after t^ deiith of the 
Apoftle John, or before it ; is an aUblutely de* 
dfive .proof, tiiat no fo^ discovery, and rec^p^ 
^m, of thefe pafiages had been heard of, in the 
time of Juftin ; and confequently, that they muft 
haTems)4e*a part of their re4>^ve Goipelsi 
juft as they now do/ wh^ ikiOfk Gofpels' were 

firft 
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ivliQ wrote them. < 
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. VIIL Akb , to this poiitive evidence of tiie;fmr 
theilticity of the paffoged ki queCdob, drawn from 
(he unqualified aflertion of it by Juitin ; without 
any reference or aUufion whatever,, to; their finft 
introd^ion, or the^ evidence up^ .wluoh they 
had been, received., as genuine, • by the Ghureb, 
when firft produced ; (which it is utterly incrddiUe 
th^ Juftin could, have oinitted,: if there ;l^d been 
a time, when the fevcral copies of the Gofpeis 
^ceime^, in public and priviate ufe, did not 
contigiin them ; and .$tfter which time the paiTagea 
in queiUon had been Jnferted in them ;) we may 
add almoft ad ilrOng a .confirmation of it, frpm thli 
cond^^ as well of thdfe SeQis of Chriftiana^ who 
idiibelieyed the i%^ related in tbefe paCages, and 
thei;efoi^ r^ge^ed them.; as of the 'itoQft difti^. 
guifli^ ojE th^fe profeffed Enemies to the ChnA 
tian faith^ wJ^o ^e^erted all their abilities to o^er-r 
thrpw it 5, ; 

% One 'pf t|ie .earlkfi: Se€is of any not^^ /whd 
fiiibetievedtbe Miraculous Cmice|[^on of Jefos,. was 
Jhat of. the Cerinthians; whofe founder^s judg^l 
to have- begun to. fpread his dgfixtnes, if not 
very near the eod, of Ijjte firft Ceplurw at the 

lateft 
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lateft in the beginning, of the Second''^. It.. 
appears highly probable, t\i9.t Cerinthus, and hii 
followers,! though they received the Gofpel x)f St. 
Matthew, yet dilbelieved, that part of the firft 
chapter, in which it is; related that the. Virgin 
Mary was found with qliUd, of the Hol^y Ghoft; 
and held, that Jefas was. the, Son qf Jofppb ^nd 
Mary ; fince it is certain, thi^t they believed 
Jefus to be nothing more than - a mere man f • 
But thi3 doctrine of their Se€fc affords not any 
reafon for fuppoiing, \tha.t they disbelieved tiiis 
part of the firft chapter of the Gofpel of St. Mat- 
thew, becaufe they alleged: any evidence, to provQ 
that it was not an authentic part of his Gofpel ;— t 
for the fame authority which inforais us, that 
thqy rejected this pa;(&ge of St. Matthew's Gof- 
pel, informs us like wife, that they rejected St. 
"Paul, land bis Epiitles ; and That, npt becauie 
they alleged , any jcvidencp to prove that St Paul 
was not an authorized Apoftle,^ which he moft 
certainly was; or, that the EpiiUes .made public 
in his name were not realLy his, which they moil 



* See l&sM% Tmnflation of MicbaeUs's Introdudion to the 
Jlew Teftament, Vol. I. p. 36. And Lardner's Works, Vol. IX. 
p. 323, 324 ; and 330 near the end. 

+ See the quotations from Irenaeus, and Epiphanius, in Lard- 
Acr's'Works, Vol. IX. p. 319,321'; and from Theodurct, p. 322, 
and note x ; and 325, 3^ ; and Z^^y note g. 
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tindoubtedly were ; but merely becaufe they could 
flot bring theirifelves td admit the do^ine of the 
abolition of the Jewilh Law by the Gofpel*; 
which St. Paul, in his preaching, and Epiftles, very 
ftrongly enforced. And juft in the fame manner, 
we have reafon to conclude, they reje6led the part 
itt queftion of tJie firft chapter of St Matthew's 
Gofpel ; and of coiirfe the correfpondent paffage of 
St. Luke's; not becaufe they were poffelTed of any 
evidence to prove that thofe paiTages were interpo^ 
lations ; but merely becaufe they could not bring 
themfelves to believe the reality of that particular 
miraculous faO:, which is in thofe paflTages aftirmed 
to have come to pafs ; but which they rega;rded as 
impoffible. 

And the fame obfervation is equally applicable 
to another SeO; of note, the Ebionites; who 
toifted early in the fecond Century; though they 
kre not judged to have fprung up fo feion as the 
Cerinthians. The Ebionites were divided intd 
two parties^ One of which received the firft 
ehapter of St Matthew's Gofpel, and believed thai 
Jefus was of the Holy Ghoft, and the Virgin 
Mary; while the Other, like the Cerinthians^^ 

* Lairdner's Works, Vol. TX. p. 322, from Epiphanius ; ^nd 
p. 327, from Epiphanius and Jerom. And Marfli's Tranflation, 
&c. as before, Vol, L p. 36. 
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beld ll«t Jefoa was born, of Jofeph and Mary ; and 
muft therefore have diibelieved that part of the firft 
<;hapter of Matthew's Goipel, in which the Virgin 
is faid to have i;>een found with child of the Holy 
Ghoft ; if not, as it is affirmed, the whole two firft 
chapters * ; and of courfe the correfponding paflages 
of St. Luke's. But we have no reafon to imagine^ 
tliat their diibelief of thefe paflages was occalioned 
by any thing more than their perfuafion, that the 
miraculous Conception was impoffible; or, more 
efpecially, that it arofe from any evidence, which 
induced them to believe, that thefe chapter$,» 
or any part of them, had been forged; for 
They, like the Cerinthians, would not pay any 
regard to St. Paul, as an Apoftle; or to hi& 
Epiftles ; merely becaufe they would not admit the 
doftrine, that the I^w of Mofes was fup^ededL 
by the Gofpelf- 

• Lardner's Works, Vol. VII. p. igf~23. A^qI, 11. p. 307^ 
308, and 143. 

t Marlh's Tranflation, &c. Vol. I. p. 35, 37. The quota- 
tion from Eufebius in Lardner's Works, Vol. VII.. p, 20, and 
Vol. II. p. 354.— It has now been affumcd, that both the 
Cerinthians, and the Ebionitcs, knew not only what dodrina 
St. Paul had preached, but likewife what h^ had infifted ot$ 
in his Epiftles ; and that on account of that dodrine, they 
rejected both Him, and his Epiftles. — That this was the cafo 
with the Cerinthit^ps is ftrgngly implied by Epiphaaius; 



IX. And that, in fod:, neither thefe, Mt nnj 
othei:, of the eaiiieft Se6ts, who difbelieved the 

nar* 
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in the palTage quoted from him, in Marfli's Tranflation of 
Michaelis's Introdudion, &c. Vol. I. p. 36 ; and exprefsly 
affirmed by Eufebius, with regard to the Ebionites, in the 
pallage quoted from him, in Lardner*s Works, Vol. I. p. 20.* 
—But whether they were acquainted with any of St. Patii'9 
Epiilles, or not, is in reality a point of no moment whatever, 
to the prefent argument. For fince it is certain, that they 
rejeded St. Paul himfelf, for teaching, in his Difcourfes, that 
the Law was fuperfedcd by the Gofpel ; no doubt can be en- 
tertained, but that they rejedbed his Epiilles, Ukewife, for in- 
lifting on the fame doArine ; if the fad was, that the contents 
of his Epiflles, at the lead, did come to their knowledge; And 
that That was the cafe, appears very highly probable. St# 
Paul's Epiftles are judged to have been written between the 
years #2 and 63. They were defigned by the Apoftle, as wc 
kave already feen, (p. 15, 16,) to b« communicated to all the 
difciples, as exteniively as might be ; and it appears froift 
ch. iii. 16, of the 2d Epiftle General of St. Peter ; judged to 
have been written about the ^ear 64 ; that the knowledge of 
them was even at that time very gehcrally fpread. The Seft 
•f the Cerinthians did not fpring up into notice till juft the end 
of the firft Century, or the very beginning of the Second j 
and that of t^e Ebionitea not till the Second. And fn this iiv- 
terval, between the year 64 and the end of the firfl Century^ 
the knowledge of St. P-auKs Epiflles rouil have become fo 
much more general ftill, as to render it very highly impro- 
bable, that the Cerinthians and Ebionites (houM not, at leaf^,. 
have heard of them ; and efpccially, of their inillling very* 
firongly on that dodrine, of the I^w^s bein^ fuperfedcd by 

the 



narratives contained in the firft and fecond cbapters 
of the Gofpels of St Matthew, and St. Luke, oither 
bad, or ^ even pretended to have, any evidence, to 
prove that thofe narratives were not authentic 
parts of the Gofpels in-, which they are founds 
will fully appear, from cohiidering the condu£):, 
as well of fbme of the moft diftingtnihed S'e- 
paratifis ivom the Catholic Chuncb ; as of fom€ 
cf the nb4>ft determined Oppofers of the Chriiiian 
faith. ' ' ' 

So early as foon after the year ISO, Marcion^ 
M^ho was the Son of a Bilhep, and himfelf a prieft, 
quitt^ the Catholic Church ; and became a moft 
violent preacher of peculiar do€b:ihes, of bis own 
invention*. . Before this time theSe^b of the 
Cerinthians, and the Ebionites, ^ad become efta«- 
bliihed, and tbsir doSrines well known; and if 
&ey bad founded their difbelief of the firft and 
fecond chapters of the Gofpels of Matthew and 
Luke, upon any evidence which they alleged, to 
prove tliem furreptitious ; That evidence muft 

&e Golpel, for which they rejeAed St. Paul himfelf, as a falfe 
Apoftle*. — Whoever would receive pleafure from a new, and 
convipcing proof of the authenticity of St, Paul's Epiilles, 
will do well to perufe the Horse Paulinas of Archdeacon 
Paiey. 

* Marfli's Tranllatioij, &c. Vol. I; p. 37, 3i5.~Lardner's 
Works, Vol. IX. p5 359— 361, ...•.' 
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bave been perfectly well known to Marcbd ; rail 
MaiMoi^ who agreed with them in reje€tii% tbc^ 
chapters % woidd c&AMily have alleged it^ to 
add fy middii firength to fab own reafons, wbat^ 
ever tiiey might be, for' reje&ing them likewife« 
But that Marcion did not allege any evidence 
of this kind againft thofe Cbaptars; and ccmie* 
quently, that ndther the Cerinthians, nor the 
Ebidnitefi, had alleged any before Imn; tko 
manner in which Tertuliian has written agaiaft 
JbBn^ in relation to this particular pointy wiU Mly 
conmce us. , 

Ma&ciok i!ejeded all the Gofpels, excej^ that 
ii Lute t ; and of this he left out the two firft 
dbapterSy as wdl as a great number of other paP 
iages ; ai»d alteied many Baore J. TertulKan, 
when, in the eouife of his lareatife againft Mar« 
don, he comes to confider his conduffc in this 
fmrticular, argues againft him in the following 
manner. ^^ I fay, that my copy is the true one ( 
^ Marcion, that hb is fo. I affirm, that Mar<- 
" cion's copy is adulterated ; Marcion, that mine 
** is fo. Who ihall determine between u^, if not 
'♦* a regard to the 8^e of the copies in queftion ,• 
" adjudging That to be of authority, which fliall 



Lardner*» Works^ Vol. IX. p,39fc 
Ibid, Vol. IX. p, 393— 3S5. 
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t Ibid. Vol. IX. p, 393— 3S5. J Ibid. 



^ fee found to be tbe moft ancient; and con- 
^ denming That als corrupted, > which ffaall be 
^ found to have been the moft modern. For atf 
^* certain as it is, tibiafc the fslfe muft be a corrupt 
^^ tion of the toie ; fo certain is it, that the true 
** muft have preceded the falfe*.'* Tiien, after 
cbferving, that That Gofpel of St Luke, which 
Was received by the Catholic. Church, was indii^ 
putably prior to that of Marcion ; fince Marcion 
himfelf^ had .originally received it, before he 
quitted tiie Catholic Church ; and before he 
Aumed his ovni copy ; which was new^ and* 
had no exiftence till he himfelf had framed it; 
srfter obferving this, TertuUian proceeds to fay; 
** In a word, if it is certain, that That is the 
^* ido& genuine, which is the moft ancient; 
^* That the moft ancient, which ia from the be* 
S' ^ning ; and That from the beginning, which is 
^^ from the Apdftles ; it is no le(s certain, tiiat 
** That muft have been delivered down from the 
'^ Apoftles, which has been held iacred in the 
*^ Churches founded by the Apoftles t-" — And 
j^fently aftfcr he adds, — " I affirm, therefore, 
^ that That Gofpel of Luke, the genuinenefs of 

* TertulL contra Mancion. Lib* ir* c» iv* p. 415* B. £d. 
Paris, l664» 

t Ibid. D, 4t 

% * ^ ''which 

/ 
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wbi(fh Me moft eameftly. defend, has been ac*' 

knowledged, not only by all the Churphes 
"founded by the Apoitles; but likewife by every 
" Church in Communion with them ; fi'om the 
^^ very time of its being fir ft, made .public : but tliat 
*' That of Marcion is not^ fo much as known 
" to m9.ny of them ; and is known only to be con-. 
V demned, by every one of them to whigh it is 
" known *." . . 

Nothing can be more obvious, thaa that if 
Marcion had alleged any evidence, to prove, 
tliat the two firft chapters of Luke's Gofpel were 
an interpolation, Tertulliati could not have writtea 
as he here has. If that had been the cafe, he. 
^ould not but have ftated, in this very place, tihe 
evidence which Marcion had produced for that 
purpofe ; and have fet himfelf to refute it. Or, if 
he had before ftated, and, as he thoyght, refuted it, 
in any other paffage ; he mnft in this place have 
referred to his ftatement, and refutation of it, in 
tha,t.paflage. 

At the time when Tertultian wrote, and made 
public, his treatife againft MarciQn, the. followers 
of Marcion were very numerous f; and his wri- 
tings were not only in all their hands, but like^ 

ft 

• Ibid. D.5. 

t Lardncr s Workg, Vol, IX. p. S66, ZSj. 



Wife Very generally known to thofe of the Catholid 
Church. Under thefe circumftances, TertuUian 
could Bot fet himfelf down to write, at great 
length, a. full, and argumentative refutation of 
the errors of Marcion ; without being confcious, 
that if he peremptorily afierted the genuinenefs of 
tliat copy of the Gofpel of Luke, which was re- 
ceived by the Catholic Church ,* but, at the fame 
time, paffed over unanfwered, and even unnoticed, 
any evidence, which ' Marcion had alleged, to 
prove that the two fiilt chapters of it were fpu- 
ribus; he Vould not only have injured the caufe 
which he undertook to defend ; but muft have ren- 
dered himfelf the obje6l of deferred ridicule and 
contempt. 

WH£J^r, therefore, we find TertuUian putting 
the queftion, Who Ihall decide between JMarcion 
and me, Whether that copy of St. Luke*s Gofpel, 
which is received by the Catholic Church, or 
That which Marcion fettled for himfelf, is the 
genuine and true copy ; and afferting, that the copy 
received by the Church had been held facred by all 
liie Churches founded by the Apoftles, as well as 
all tilde in Communion with them, from the 
time of its having been firft made public by St. 
Luke ; without io much as mentioning, that 
Marcion had urged any evidence whatever, to 
prove that the two firft chapters of that copy were 

e S forged ; 
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forged : we cannot but be fatisfied that the fad 
was, that though Marcion had rejected tbofe 
chapters, as not believing their contents ; he had; 
not alleged any evidence, tp prove them fqrrep** 
titious. 

And that this was the cafe, will further appear,, 
from foine other, very particular, circumftajnces. 
Marcion received, in a certain manner, the Gofpel 
of St. Luke ; but he rejefted the two firft chapters^, 
and feveral other paifages; altered many more,;, 
and added fuch particulars as he chofe*; be- 
fore he propofed it to his followers^ as the Gofpel, ^ 
proper to be adopted. But, after having made it,, 
ip this manner, fuch as he chofe to have it;^ 
he did not prefume to call it the Gofpel of St.. 
Luke ; or prefix to it the name of any other pierfon, 
as its author f : a plain, though tacit, proo:^ that* 
he did not rejeCl tiie two firft, chapters in confe- 
quence of having alleged any evidence, to prove 
that they were not authentic - pairage3 . of that' 
Gofpel, which St^ Luke had^ written,, and delivered, 
to the Church. 

And that Marcion was^ capablei of reje^tingj, 
- without fcruplei whatever pafl'^ges of St LukeX 
Gofpel he 'difliked, without haying apy evidoftce^ 

• Lardiier's W:orks, Vol. IX. p. S^S^40^. 

t Ibid. p. 324. Tcrtullian agaift&Mftrcionv lib.iv. ch* u^' 
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W theft' being Iporfous ; is l)cyond qveftion evident, 
^fi-om his finiilar conduft in other inftances. ' He re- 
jected the Gofpels of Matthew, Mark, and John ; 
•«nd the Afts of the Apoftles *. Whereas the au- 
thenticity of tliole books, which he was pleafed t6 
"fejefifc, ^vas juft a^ well afcertained as that of the 
(jfo(pel of Luke, which he, in a certain manner, 
•received; but, a:t the fkme time altered, juft as 
the notions, which hef entertained, led^ hiin to 
filter itf. ' 

l!N* reality, the fituatiori and concJuQ: of Mar- 
cidtt; when confidered, as they ought to be, to- 
gtether; affonl an isibfolutely decifive proof, that, 
thofe paffages of the Gofpels of Matthew and 
Lu^ce, which contain the accounts of the cdhccp- 
\ibm; tod births, of JohA the Baptift, and Jefui^, 
muft have been authentic parts of their refpeftivfe 
Obfpels. Marcioti rejefted thefe accounts as falfe ; 
he would certainly therefore have produced evi- 
aeflce, if hfe cOlild have produced any, to prove 
-Ihitt they were forged : and he was fo circum- 
'ftAttt!ed, thdt if, in facl, they had been forged, hfe 
muft have knoViti it, and have been able to give 
the #orld an auttjentit account of the forgery^ 
He was the foti of a Bifliop; was educated pur*- 



• Urdiier'fe Works, Vbt. IX. p. 393, 4.— i03— 5. 
t IbW. p. 0§6'— 402. ' 

^ e 3 pofely 
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pofely for the church ; became a Prieft ; and after 
having continued feveral years in the difibharge of 
the duties of that clerical office, revolted from 
the Church ; and began preaching his own, doc- 
trines, not much later than the year 130. If 
the narratives in . queftion had not been contained 
in the original Gofpels ; but had been firft brought 
forward in the beginning ^ of the Second Century, 
after the death of the Apofile John, the laft of the 
Apoftles ; (fooner than which, we have feen long 
ago, they muft have met with St. Johli's autho- 
ritative condemnation ;) — Or even if they had been 
brought forward before the death of St John ; 
^and by the management of thofe who forged, and 
produced them, . had been admitted as genuine by 
the Church ; and then inferted in all their copies 
of the .Gofpel3 concerned ; — If even this had been 
the cafe ; Marcion, from his fituation in the fwnily 
of the .Bi(hop his father; (who muft have, been 
in the Church, at the very time when thefe forge- 
ries werq brought forward ; and muft have knpwn 
all the circumftances which had accompanied 
their reception;) as well as from his own edu- 
cation for, and admiffion into the Church, very 
ihortly after their reception muft have takqn 
place ; could not but have been folly acquainted 
with the whole hiftory of this moft unparallded* 
tranfaction. And when at lengtli he came to revolt 

from 



frorfi the CHiirch ; and amorig the liuiriferbus altera- 
tions wfiich he thought fit to make in thfe Gofpels, 
teje&eSi Ihefe very ffetnarkrfble paffages, which had 
heeti fo introduced ; he M^ould, no doubt, have 
given the world* a p&rtSculaV detail of the time, and' 
liiannei', 6f their firft iiitroduclion ; ' to convince 
eveiry'6!ie''that'tliey.had-6een forged. And as hisf 
followers were numerous, and his writings were not? 
©nly in their hands, biit'read bythofedf the'Church 
Kkewife; (feveral of whom wrote in anfwer to him ;) 
if Marcioh hkd ffiveti'-anyfuch account of thefiriV 
intrddifSlion of. thefe pipages; evideiit it is, that 
no writei*' 6f the -Ghurch could afterwards have 
contended 4brtliem as Authentic, without making 
particaW mention of Marcion s account of their* 
firft iritrodliCHoh, aftd* forgery ; alnd endeavouring 
tarefuteit. '■ ''' ■'" i»' '-• • ^ • ■• 

I^r pfeiTticular, it would have been abfolutely 
impeffible . for' TertuUito," when writing exprefsly 
in tep^ytb Marcion, ' to haVe afferted ; -as we have 
j^h hb hias ; that That Gofpel of St. Luke, in 
whidh the lorigeft, and'moft remarkable, of thefe 
pdflHgefi Wv*As contai fifed, 'lAd been received by all 
^ tbi Gbttrches foimded bylthe Apoftles, and all thofe 
in communion with them, from the- very time of its 
llaVing l5een firft made public by St. Luke; \i'ith- 
out taking any. notice whatever gf. M^trcjon's 
charge gftlieir late introduftjon, and forgery. 

' • ' ^ e 4 And 
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And no hU impqflible xvqiM it l^asr^ been for Juftia 

Martyr ; who wrote but a few years aft^r JV^^^raop 

binifelf wrpte, and, e^en while.be was (till Uving; tO- 

have averted Jtbe geuuipenefs of thefe pafl^ges, in 

the inaiiner iv^ have feca l\e b^s ; both in bi^ Firft 

Apology, apd his Dialogue with Trypho ; wijflapujk 

pi^kirjg the leaft meptian of any evidence brougbl 

by Marcion againft them, . j. 

SiifCE therefore, if the paflages In queftion had 

be^ forged, and added to tbe. g^uine copies of 

tiiQir refpeaive Go^el?, a/ter the de^tjtb of tbg 

Apoftle John ; oi^ indeed feyieral ye^rs before it { 

'Marcion muft h^ve knpwn.tbe whole h^tory of tb^ji? 

introdu0;ion ; apd wonld certa^ly have publUtied 

an account of it, as an ^biblute^y qnanfwerable rea^ 

Urn for rejecting theip { and fiP/^e it i$ no lef$ ceft^ioj 

from the manner in which both Juftin Martyr, Jjqd 

Tertullian, have aflerted the genuinenefs pf thefe 

paflages, that Marcion had not alleged any evidence 

to iippeach their authenticity;; though he diil^lieye4 

their contents, and rejeS:ed them ; the (SonfeqjLteoQ^ 

is unavoidable, that theiib paiTages muft have mad^ 

a part of their refpeSive Gofpels, when thofe 

Gofpels ^vere iirft n^de pubUp by the jSyangeUft^ 

ivho wrote them *t . 

^ Noi 

' ^ In fad, the reveries of Marcion, relating to Jcfus, are 
liQAP f4fficieijt tQ ijiew, tbv^ bis reje^ion of thofe paflages in 

vhjcb 



, Ijfi. Ni9fr loqg .f^ 4J^e inilidlQ <^ -tbe Seaxai 
Century flouriibed Celfus, one of tbs xpaR, abl^ ftn^ 
^^ili^ipil^ ady^^es of .t)i^,jQbri^j^ cti^ *, But 
(^p jl^ ^V^np^r of w^tiog ?||^if^ i^; ^^..jlwll vnflr 
fPJdaWy jbp jfopyiage^ tM ¥^i|h«F M> ijiprvjypn^ 
:i»ho jpirf$<;c4e4 Jl?ipi^ m4s my 9*tmj?^ or «ileg«(^ 
ffffy.P^^f^ |tp pE0¥», tb^^t jjliiie iiiiiwy .of Ibe cow- 

/pont^ifi^ ip ijbfi tw« fidl ^pt^r^ pf tbeOo^ls .g^f 

Tjsjj; If or]k qf Gelf% ff*l«f?l»( W which be w- 
d^y(priQd t9 over^roff tbe. predit of thp Go^^ 
)f flQj; ^^^1^1 J ' by^ OHgea'jf, a|»|Wer tp if ,is written 
j^ fo rfsg^ a. mftoner, ^d fyuT^ibf* ib JU^Qy 

t 
f « « ' 

fphic^ l^e, ]^il^ttIoii9 pon^epjtipn, ti|d birth* of Jefo3i arf 
recorded^ ^HS^^ '^^ ^^ ^® confidcred as of any weight what- 
ever, in judging of the authenticity of thofe palTages. For 
though ^e reje^led the hiftories of Jefus's Miraculous Concept 
di&u, he did ndt regard hin) aa the Sen of Jc^^h aad Maiy, 
^9*9 i|i tkn mfiw^ w%yj on ^hp q^my^ b^ tw^ght, th»t 
J^fUfi npt hnvjpg aiiy real body, .^t onl^ the appearance of 
one, was not born at all ; but defcended from above, already 
Jn that ftate, in which he publicly addreffed himfelf to the Jews} 
znd immediately entered upon the duties of his MiffioD, S^ 
iMdQfi^s Works, VoL IX. p. 971->^80. That is, B. ii. eh. x* 
iea. 19- 

• Lardner's Works, Vol, VIII. p, ^7. fub fin.— Marft'# 
Tr^flatiouy &c. VoU I. p. 410. 

extraQ* 
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cxtrafts from^il^ as to be abundantly fuflScicnt to 
prdve this point 

IFrom: thfe ^ains taken by Celfus to fix the' charge 
6f ' falfehocid upon a great' variety t)f fafts relateti 
itiiife Cfe^els, it will hot admit of a doubt, but 
thiat'if hfe 'icoukl- have produced any evidence, t6 
prove that the paffages, in which any of thofe 
fii9:s at^e irelated, were forged, he would inoft 
cettainly 'talVe^ bfought that evidence forward, lA 
cbhViOrthe CHriftiaiis of fuch^orgeries. It i?( like- 
wife no lefs certain ; as well from the tt<5ceffity bf 
the thing, as'frdmthe very regular manner in which 
'Origfen produces, arid replies to, • his objeftion^ ; 
that ' if ^Cfelfus had alleged any fiich evidence, 
Oitgen tnifft, and w6uld, have extra85ed tt^e paf- 
fages in which it was contained, and have fet him- 
felf to refdte it. This cannot be doubted ; fince h 
is hot onjynianifeft, that he would have betrayed 
the caufe he had undertaken to defend, and ex- 
rpofi£d himii^lf to contempt ; but likewife^.. that;:.>he 
would Ih&mefully have failed of fulfilling bis own 
remarkable and voluntary proinife ; if hehadrndt 

done fo. 

O.RiGEN exprefsly fays, that " left any pne IhtMild 
*^ i imagine he purpofely paffed x^vtr, witiibut m^ 
" notice, fach of Celfus's ' objeftions as b6 was 
^' confciou^ he* xould not make any reply to ; hg 
** wpuld anfwer to every one of them, in the belt 

^* manner 



JLRGUMEITTS, &C. 7S 

^ mitnher he was able; end That, not in theV^rder 
**f ^hich the natural connexion of the fubjeO* 
** would point out ; but in the very iame order iA 
'*•' which Ceifos had introduced them in his own 
** work *.'^ 

• After this voluntary promife it cannot be 
^magined^ if Celfo^ had objected to any remarkai)>le 
paflkges; as fpurious additions to the original Oof* 
pels; and alleged any evidence to prove the charge^ 
ithat Origen could have omitted ' ta ftat^ thbfe ob* 
^^dclions, or the evidence/ by which Celfus eod^a^- 
-voured to fupport them ; arid to give them' fucb 
anfwers as the ch-cumftances of each particular 
charge ftiould have fuggeftted to him. Evidence^ 
againft the authenticity of any remarkable paiTages, 
would have been the moft ftital of all obje^ons to 
ffe^credit of the Gofpelsi^ /and that particular 
objefikion, therefore, which it is utterly incredi^ 
ible, that Origen couid pafe -over without notice 
'But the ia6:as, that Origen has not made mention 
of any charge of this kind, as> having been brought 
forward by Geifus. . The arguments produced liy 
Origen, as alleged by Celfus, to difcredit thofe 
relations of fa£te, which he oonfiidered as utterly 
felfe, were intended to ihew, that the particulars 
related were, either in themfelves, or their cir- 

• % 

• O^j^ines Cdiitra Cclfuro, Lib. i, fc^. 41. 

. , cuinftances. 
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dtoftaneds^ lincredflbte ; not that the paflage$ ki 
nvlud!! they aire^ related wert %funou8 additicinB tt> 
Ifce G<R^)Kafa m which they ajie f^ 
• THfj*, wkfa lefpeOt to the wry paCTages timler 
confideration, Celfus particularly roentionedi Th* 
it waa pretenrfed^ that Jefo« w&s bdrti of a Vir- 
gifii :;^ — ^that an angel appeared to Jof^h, on ac^ 
<souiit of Marys being fou d with child^ to afftire 
him it ira of the* r^oly hoft ;-^--that i ftar ap- 
peared at his iirthy which occafioned certain 
Chakkans td c me to Avorfhip bifti while an inr 
fant; — tibat Herod maflacred certain children 
with a view to deftro him;— -and that a.n Angel 
bad before appeai^ed to Jofeph, directing him to 
go with Jefus into Egypt, in t)i'der;to pTeferve 
him * r— But^ thou^ Ceifus regarded all thefe 
tifferfed faiSls, ais wdl as a great number mott 
throughout the Gofpfels, as fo many mere pre- 
tences, and afofolute ialieHoods ; and ftarted fuch 
objections to liie hSts themfelvQs, as he tbouglft 
iuiiicieht to prove, tiiat they could not have takto 
. ^lace; Origen makes no mention of his having 
fuggeited even fo much as a fufpicion, that the. 
pafiages, in which thefe &B& are afierted to hitve 

* See. Dr. Doddridge's Epitome of Orjgeo agftinft Celfus; 
JlArdner's Works, Vol. VI IL p. fi3 ; and Dr. John Ldjind's 
E^»itome, p. 66, aad rfpeciully, P»^« 

come 



eome to paf% wem m»fe: authentic peais of thoA 
Gofpeb in. which they, are found; Niay, on ti9 
contrary, it} aSually appears^ that CdfiiS: men«- 
ttoned th0 mlationsof the &Qs contained c in tbefe 
pafiagea, aa. having been warranted by Jefti& him> 
fel£^ y from which it is evident, that Celfiis mnft 
Ifay^e r^anded) the paflages^ jcontaining them a» au^ 
thentio par tSi oC thofe hifiories of^ Jefus, whidi wero 
written by. his choiea diiciplesy and: their affiftants 
in preaobingvhift- GoJ^l t« 

OaiGEK hai^ indeed, preferred a « pailkge, an4 
ihewQ his integrity by prejferving' it, in- vvhi6)| 
Gdfos accufee the, Chriftiansj "of chai^ginsfj and 
** pqrvertimg^ the' original text of t\\^' (irofpel^ 
^^ three times^ four times^ and oftener^ inordilir 
" to defeat objeflions urged againft tliem :f." 
JBut thia.diarge, it i&< evident, , oould' note red^ata to 
aay paffajges^. but: fuch as i^ightf have ^ their (Mik 
culties attempted to* he remaved by- various iBad^ 
ings ^ It is> in its ' vary . nature, totally inapplir 

* See the^paiDage. from Origf^ a^iivilCeifus quoted in Liu-d-. 
ner's Works, Vol. VIII. p. 19, N° 3.— p. 20, N? 7- 

t See Lardner's Works, Vol. VIII. p. 6? ; and the paiTages 
cited from Origen, Ibid. p. 19, 1^3;-— p'. 20,'N^7;~p* SI. 

]:, Contra Celfum, Lib. ii» 97* 

^ In relation to the import of tlus charge of Celfus, fe^ 
MafO^VTraoiliition, &c. Vol, I. p* 4Q, 4I« 

cable 
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Atblc to the queftion 4)rfor& us. Whether th^ ac-' 
t|punt8;of the conceptioDs^ and births, of John tho 
Baptift^ andJefus; contained in theiirfbandfecond 
chapters of the Gofpeis of St. Matthew, and St, 
Luke, as they have been delivered down to us ; 
ere authentic parts of thofe Gofpeis ; or were clan- 
deftipely foifted into them, at fome time after they 
had been made public by the Evangelifis who wrote 
them; The fa&s recorded in thefe relations are 
iuch^ that no alterations of the original text 
could poffibly remove any objedipus which might 
be raifed againft them: fo that it is certain^ thi3 
charge of Celfus j whether true, or falfe, with re- 
gard to any paiTages whatever ; could not be alleged 
againft the jrelations of Jefus*s - Miraculous Con« 
ception. 

And as it appears, . from Gelfus's repeated men- 
tion of thefe relations, that he was particularly de« 
firous of difcrediting them ; but that he levelled 
his objefbions to them^ againft either the truths 
or the probability, of the faCts themfelves ; with- 
out fuggefting even a fufpicion againft the au- 
thenticity of the. . parages in- wiiich they are re- 
lated ; and that, in reality^ he certainly confidered 
thofe pafTages as authentic * ; we are not only 

war- 

* See the pafliige from. Orfgcn againft Celfas quoted hi 
lurdacrs Works, Vol. VIIL p. 19, N°3, 4, 5.— And p. 20. 



warran^d m ^QQcluding, but we arp abfohitely 
obliged to C9iiclude, that Celfus knew , not of any 
cvidencej to he, allegjed agaipft tl;»eir authenticity ; 
and therefore, . that neither Marcion, nor the $e3:^ 
of the Cerinthians, nor that of the Ebionites ; with 
all of wh9m Celfus agreed in diibelieving the parti- 
culars contained in thefe relations, and with whoie 
^je^lions to them Celfus mult have been acquaint- 
ed,;, had pi;oduced any*. . , 

^ . . . . . . . * 

. XI« If. thf n tbe leail cpuntenan^ce foi; any fuf- 

pipion^ . that the paiTagcs in qu^ition might: be 

j^ged, can be derived from the diibelief of any. 

of tlipfe who rejected them ; it muft be foi^dcd 

on the pbjeQions of the two moft viri^lpnt •ene* 

mieS'Of Chriftianity after the time of Celfus j 

K*' 7,— And p. 21. N"* 8. And Dr, John Lelaocf^ Epitome 
of Celfus, Ibid. p. 67» 

* Accordingly it is obfervable, of the Writers of the ChurcFx 
at large, who aflerted the truth of the Miraculous Conccptfon ; 
in oppoiition to the feveral Sedls, of the beginning of th« 
Second Century, who diibelieved it ; that they generally fuggeft 
fome confidei-ationy with a view to fliew^ that fuch a Concep- 
tion was not impoflible ; without alleging a fyllahlc in fupport 
of the authenticity of ihe paflages in which it is recorded, — A 
very remarkable corroborating proof, that, though the feveral 
SftSs denied the pollibility of fuch a fa6t^ they brought no 
evidence to impeach the authenticity of the paJl^ges in which 
i^ was recorded. 

Por- 



Porpb^, ain'd Miknt Biit- ^ oAy «vi(fertc<f 
tf^Rarded' us, by- what help^en^ t^ M prc^ived (A 
tiieir T^ritingsj \V4U be fotiHd, 6n tte contrary^ 
to cctofirrft the authetttteity of tHe p&ffageB- con- 
C0riifed: 

Thb writings of Porphyry agamft the GhrfJP- 
tians having' been- over zealoufly deftroyed, an<i 
ihcf federal profeffed anfwert to theiri being lof^ 
only a very few paffages of them have come dovni 
to us ; by being incidentally inferted, and replied 
to, in the Works^ of fortie of tHe dhriftiaa 
Writers. But ftom fiich of the obje£tbns of Por-- 
phyry as^are thus prefervfed^ it appears; that they^ 
like thofe of Gelfus, were levelled at the parti'* 
cular^fk3;s( related in filch paflkgies as he obje£i;6i 
to,, not at the autheatidity of the paflaged thm^ 
felves *• 

Thus Porphyry acctifed Matthew of committing 
a miftake, in ch. i. 11, 12 ; that is, in his account 
of the genealogy of Jefus ; which is immediately 
connected with the different paifages under con* 
^deration. And asjerom has preferved, and 
replied' to, this accufationof a miftaket ; aacf 
if Porphyry had objeCttd to this' firft chapter' 

• See Lardner's Works, Vol. VIII. 207—215. 

f See the objedion of Porphyty, and Jerom's anfwer, ii^ 
Lardner's Works, Vol VIII. p, 20^. N° VII. ndte y . 
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as ifpurious, Jerom would at the fame time have 
noticed, and replied to, that charge more efpecially ; 
but he has not given the leaft intimation, that 
Porphyry had alleged any fuch charge; we are 
inder a neceffity of concluding, that he certainly 
had not. * 

And that this was the faCt will be abundantly 
evident from the writings of Julian. 

As Porphyry's work againft the Chriftians was 
extant even long after the time of Julian * ; and 
was written with the fame zealous defire to deftroy 
' the credit of Chriftianity, with which Julian 
himfelf wrote ; no queftion can be made, but 
that Julian was perfefilly well acquainted with its 
contents, when he fat down to write againft the 
Chriftians himfelf. It * muft therefore be allofwed, 
that if he had found any evidence produced by 
Porphyry, which could impeach the authenticity 
of any paflkges of the Gofpels, the contents of 
which Julian himfelf regarded as falfehoods ; he 
would certainly have ur^d that evidence* againft 
thofe pafTages, or at leaft have referred to it, in 
his own work. 

I ' , 

, i 

* See.LftrdTier'a Workt, Vol^ VUI. p.2» 181^ 182; aod 
35g^-^CoQftantiBe ordered Porphyry's Work againft the 
Chriftians. to |)e deftroyeJ, l>efore the year 325;. but that 
order cottldnot have had its intended efFeft ; fince Theodofiuft 
^e Younger i^ued i decree lor aiu^lilking Porphyry^s Works, 
in Aeyear 449 • whereas Julian died in tjie year 36'9* 

f I* 
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If tbei?eforq JuUnn.; kvftead ,of alleging any evi- 
dence, ta prove tlurt the accounte of the 'Miraculous 
Cpncepticm of vJeiUs were fpurious^ or even of 
doubtful authority ; did not ^vea fuggeft^ any 
fufpicioo^ of the kind; buty on thq ^wtrary, ar- 
gued againlt the fafils related in them in . fuch a 
inanner, as to Ihew, that he regarded thpfe ac- 
counts as genuine ' ports of the Gofpeli?. in, which 
they are -contained ; if this is the cafe } it muft be 
agreed, that neither Porphyi-y, nor Julian, knew 
of any reafon for calling the authenticity of th^fe 
pa^^ges ^to queftion ; axKl therefore^ that tbe^r ^u-; 
thority is 05 unexceptionaHe, as that of the, Gofpel* 
of which tiieyare a part.. , - 

And from fome paffages. of thp Worl^ of Julian, 
which Gyr,il, in his anfv^ei:ioJt, ba& prefeTved^ thia 
appqitrs to have been .^he ,f^£l. , •.[,.. 

In qpe paflage^ wh^re^he is cpntfindiqa that 
certain prophecies o^ .th^ Old Teftanienj;, which 
the Chriiftian^ applieU',tQ,*l^fus, dk^; opt relate to 
bii^,; Julian pr9cce<ilp tQ fay.; — '^ But .th^t /none 
^[ of thpfe things^ l^elong.tP.fJefu&,,is ift8|.pifeft; for 
^* neither is he of Judah : and how fUquld he be 
*^ fo ; when, according to you, (Chriftians) he 
** was hot bom of Jofepb, but bf tfete Holy 
^\ Ghoft? . 'When you reckon up the gbttfealogy 
" of Jofeph, you carry it iip to Judah : but you 
*^ have nat been able to eontcive Urn de^teroufiy ; 

^f for 



^^ for Matthew, aad Luke, have been&ewa.to 
" difiec with one anpther, .about the genealogy *.'V 
Hec^ k k( manifeft^ that Julian. not only fpeaks of 
the Muaculaus. Coa^eption of Jeihs, aa tlie ac- 
knowledged doftrin^ of the Chriftian .Church ; but 
of Matthew, and ; ]^uke, as t^e authors of the 
geneaJlc^gic;^;' which are immediately conne^d with 
thofe accounts qf the.Con/ceptiqa of Jefus^ which. 
arQ e^^t^^ined in the paiiages under qonfideratipn^^ 
For i^ Julian had regs^ded thefe .KcoMnts a» 
forgeri^, wljMcb i^ \^^ clandeftin^ly jfi^fer^d i» 
the G:oifp^^ of StrJ^jto^ew, and ,St Luke^ no 
queitipn can be n^^de/W that he wpii^. here have 
^preilpd that 9pinio^ f>% them ; togetba: with fome 
alluiion^ at leafty to Ih^ evidence upon which he 
embrac^ k : in ord^r to, brand the Chriilians with 
(he infiifqy^Qf nptpnly.^lievb^ accounts of mira^ 
Ciles, which be lield to,be who% il^ftitious ; but even 
of forgii^ the very pauagcjs in. which, thofe miraclea 

were, rplat^dli r. ) ; 

And that Julian hs^d, not a,dout>t of the authen- 

tiicitj of t^ fe^ppd.rpljfpteii* of tl^e.Gofpel of St. 

MattJi^yiV ,^ i^vj^egt .,|rom another pafifage, which 

bfis b|^ pr^rved, x.b j J^rpm, in his Comment 

cw JE^ofcf., cbu-:^. 1^— fo Matthew ii, 14, 15, it 

• See the paflage irv Urin^r's Woi^$, Vol« VIII. p. 3p7, 
and p. 398, noteji. 
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is faid : — JVken he(Jo{eph)aro/ey he took theydufig^ 
child and his Mother ^ by nighty and departed into 
Egypt J and icas there until the death of Jflerodf 
that it might he fulfilled^ mhich was fpoken of the 
Lord by the prophet ; faying^ Out of Egypt hiwe 
I called my Son^ — And upon this paffage Jerom 
fays ; — *^ The Emperor Julian, in the feventh 
" volume of his malicious work againft ttije' Chrifti-' 
^ ans, vents his calumny upon^ this palTage, and fay*j 
**' that' the Evangelift Matthew has here transferred 
" to Chrift, what was writtferi'of Ifrael'; in order 
" to impofe upon the fimplicity of the Gentile 
** converts to Chriftianity *;" — It is evident, \hat 
Julian could not have brought this accufation 
againft St. Matthew, if he had not reggtrded this 
paffage as an authentic paflige of his Gofpel. If 
he had confidered the paffage as fpuribus, he 
would have laid the fuppofed miftake lb the 
charge of the forgers of the paffage, not of the 
Apoftle : and if he had conlidered it even as of 
doubtful authority, he muft on this occaiidn hav<^ 
made fome mention of thofe doubts. And, in 
either cafe, it would nbt have *been poffible for 
Jerom to have reprefented Julian as laying this 

attempt, to impofe upoft the -Gentile Converts, 

» 

* See th6 paffage quoted from Jerom, in Lardnef V Works^ 
Vol. VIII. p. 398, notcf. 
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to tbe charge of Matthew himielf, infteadof hi3 
fuppoied interpolator. 

In fanother pafl'age, which happens to have 
been preferved, Julian iays, — " Jefusj whom you 
celebrate, was one of Caefar's fubje^ts. If you 
difpute it, I will prove it by and by; but 
" it may as well be .done now. For yourfelves 
^' allow, that he was enrolled, with his father 
" and mother, in the time of Cyrenius */' — * 
Here Julian alleges a paflage, which is in the 
midft of the htftory of the Miraculous Concep- 
tion, and birth, of Jefus; contained in the two 
firfi chapters of the Gofpel of Luke ; as an au« 
thority decifive of the fa3; which he brings it to ^ 
prove. And this he certainly could not have 
done, unleis he had regarded the narratives con* 
tained in thofe chapters as authentic parts of that 
Gofpel. 

XIL Here therefore we may clofe our enqui- 
ries ; and take a fhort review of the evidence with 
which the circumftances of the cafe have fupplied 
us, in proof of the authenticity of the paflages * 
under coniideration. V 

. \^ the firft place it has been found, not only 
5Hiat the forgeries in queftion are, in their iveiy 

* See tbe paflage quoted, Ibid* p. 38S, 389* 
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nature, utterly incredible ; but likewife, from the 
circumftances, and the manner, in which the 
Gofptl Was firft preached by the Apoftles, that 
Ht) time whatever can be aflSgned for the intro-^ 
duftipn of thefe fuppofcd forgeries, at which it is 
not abfolutdy incredible, that an attempt to intro- 
duce them could have filcceeded. 

They could not poffibly have gained admit- 
tance dnring the firft fixteen, or feventeen, years 
after the Afcenfion ; while all the Apoftles in 
general continued in, and round about Judea ; 
engaged in the very bufinefs of preaching the 
Oofpel. 

* They o6uM not have -efcaped being deteSled 
by James the Juft ; the firft Head, or Bifhop, of 
thte Chriftian Church in Judea ; if they had been 
brought ^ward within thirty years after the Af- 
cenfion ; that is, at any time before the year 62 ; 
in which year James was put to death at Jeru- 
fklem. 

They vrould certainly have been exploded by 
the authority of the Apoftle, and Evangelift, St. 
' John ; if the 'attempt to impofe them upon the 
belief of the Church had been made at any time' 
before the clofe of the firft Century ; to which 
period St. John lived. 

It is felf-evident, * that the common fenfe of 
Chriftians muft have caufed them to be rejefted, 

with 



«?itb diiSain ; if fiierf had ba^n foii^^ and ^ft 
made public, fo late' ^s afler \he death of tlie 
Apoftle, and Evatigelift^ St. JkAin \' tl:iat is, aftei* 
the beginning of the Sfedond Century ; • or 'even 
feveral years earlier. 

And it is indifputably certain ; froi« the maor 
ner m which the fa6fc5 related in the paffages in 
queftion are repeatedly mentioned by Juftin Mar- 
tyr; that thofe paflkges were aftually held,, by 
the Church at large, to be of juft the fame au- 
thority as any other parts of the Gofpels to which 
they belong ; in the very early part of the Second 
Century; not merely before Juftin wrote; but 
Hkewife before he began to make thofe enquiries 
tnto the evidence for the truth of Chriftianity, in 
confequenee of which he became a convert to the 
faith in Jefus. And this could noi poffibly have 
been the cafe, unlefs^ they had made a part of thofe 
Gol'pels, and been regarded as an unqueftionably 
authentic part of them, before the end of the tirft 
Century ; when they moft have been known to, and 
confirmed by the aluthority of, the Apoftle, and 
Evangelift, St. JohYi. 

In addition to this conncfiled feries of evidence ; 
which abfolutely precludes all pofTibility of the 
forgeries in queftion ; another particular has been 
pointed out, which is alone of ' fufficient weight 
to be abfolutely decifive of the queftion. Tha 

f 4 hiftoiy 
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hiftory of the Churchy with refpeS: to thefe pafiages» 
is juft the very^ reverfe of what it muft have' 
been, if they had not been authentic* If the 
Gofyeh of Matthew, and Luke, had been originally 
made public, by thofe Evangelifis, without the 
paflages under coniideration ; and thefe paflages 
liad been forged at fome fubfequent period, when** 
ever that might be ; one of the following circum- 
fiances mufi; have taken placcr-Either the Church 
at large muft have reje6ied thefe forgeries ; and 
it muft have been only fome particular Se6ls who 
admitted them ; and then they could not have 
been tranfmitted to us, by the Church at larg^ 
as authentic parts of their refpeQive Gpfpels ; as 
they aCfcually have been ; — Or elie, there muft 
have been a certain time, at which the Church 
at large firft came to acknowledge them ; and, ac- 
cordingly, firft inferted them in all their copies of 
thofe. Gofpels, of which they have been tranf- 
mitted to us, by the Church at large, as authen^ 
tic parts. — And if that had been the cafe, fome 
account of thefe moft remarkable events muft 
have been given, by thofe early Chriftian Wri- 
ters, who were the firft to defend the Chriftian 
caufe, or to prefcrve the hiftory of the Church* 
Whereas the real fa6l is, that the hiftory of the 
Church is . direcily contradicloi'y to every idea of 
this kind. It 13 incontrovertibly. certain, that it 

was 
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was only fome well known SeQs, not the Ghtirch at 
large, who ever did dilbelieve the particulars con* 
tained in the pafiages in queftion ; and there is not 
the leait imaginable hint of there having been a 
time, after the original publication of the Gofpels 
concerned, when the Church was not in poflelQoa 
of thefe pafiages, and did not regard them as 
authentic parts of the Gofpels to which they 
belong. 

The aggregate force of this feries of evidence is 
far more thaii fuf&cient to determine the point in 
queftion. But becaufe it is certain, that the con- 
tents of thefe pafiages weie diibelieved by fome of 
the early Chriftian Se3:s j as well as by the profeflM 
Enemies of the Gofpel; we have proceeded to en- 
quire further, Whether this dilbelief of tlieirs was 
founded upon any fuppofed evidence, tb^ the paf- 
fages concerned were fpurious.— rAnd with regaid 
to this point it has appeared ; 

That the Cerinthians, and one branch of the 
Ebionites, rejeQ;ed the Miraculous Conception of 
Jefus, as falfe ; regarding it as impoflible ; but 
without alleging any evidence, to prove that the 
pafiages containing the accounts of it were forged : 
juft.as they rejefted St. Paul, and his Epiftles ; 
ziot becaufe they alleged any evidence, to prove 
tliat St. Paul was not an Apoftle ; or that the 
Epiftles attributed to him were not authentic; but 

l»ecaufe 
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iieesufe St ^aul pi^eached, and his Epiftles very 
fyon^y iaculcated, feme <k)Q;rines, which they 
^30bM not ferfng them<yves to receive. 

That *next after thefe Sefits, the Miraculous 
CcHseeptiofl was rejcfted by Marcion. But that 
fieitiber dicl Mareion found his rejeftion of it upori 
Miy fuppofed Evidence, that the paffages containing 
the accounts ^ h were forged, is abundantly evi- 
dent ; as well from TertuUian's manner of reply- 
fag to Irnn ; and Juftth Martyr s manner of 
feferring to the paifageJs concetned;' as from 
Marcion's rejefting lifcewife the Gdl^els of Mat- 
tihew, Mark, and John ; and the Afts of the 
Apoftles ; ^e evidence in favbur of which is not 
Idfe ft-tisfeftory, than that for t*ie Gofpeirdf Luke ; 
the only t)ne which it pfeafed Marcion, in a certain 
Boanner, to adrnit. And befides, with regard to 
Marcion, it has ftill further appeared ; that if 
thefe paffages had been forged, He muft have 
been perfeOiy well acquatnted with the hiftofy of 
Aeir firft introduction ; and wotild certainly have 
publifhed it, to ihew the ' propriety of his own 
€ondu6k m rejeCttng them. ' • 

That not long after the time of Marcion, 

Celftrs exerted his abilities in a work, the pro- 

feSed objeft of which was to explode the Chrit 

l&axt faith. But by means of fome paffages of that 

f ^ ' ' * '• • work, 
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>ivork, which have been preferved by Orf^n'&ilSS 
anfwcr to it, it appears, that tfooti^ Cietfas utiieriy 
dilbeliewd the Mifaculous 'Conception of Jlefu^^ 
and muft have been perfeftly VeB id,cquaihte(l wirfi 
the objefitione made to it both by Marcion, and the 
other Se6ts abovementioned, who difbeTieved ii like- 
wife ; y^t he knew of no evidence to be alleged 
againft th6 authenticity of the paflaged in vi^bich it id 
related ; and himfelf regarded them as' auliientfc 
parts of their refpeflive Gofpels. ' / ' 

And that, hi fine, Celfus was fuccetded by 
Ae tw6 moft vh*ulent writfers againft the CkHftiad' 
caufe. Porphyry, and Julian^ But (hat froni /ome 
paffages of the works of Jufitm / who inuft ctrtafaily 
have been well aciquainted with all the objeftions 
urged before him, by Porphyry, Celfus^ and Mar- 
cion; it is manlfeft, tirat Julian likewife, thou^ 
he regarded all the particulars related of i&e 
Miraculous Conception of Jefus as fb many 
abfolute falfehoods; yet conlidered thofe paflages 
of the Gofpels, in which thefe particulars are re- 
lated, as having been written by the Evangelifb 
themfelves. 

From all thofe circumftances, therefore, the 
joint evidence of which can alone decide the 
queftion; and the joint evidence of which is, in 
fa6t, far more than fufficient to decide it ; the 

au* 
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*«^t]^j^i^ii^ of, die pafiHges concerned appears not 
pf4;)^ iafcer|:ain^d, buli jfuU as-abundantly afcertained, 
1^ .tl^t of any otixerpafla^ of the Gofpels, the 
9patepjts,of wbfch were peyer dilbelieved by any of 
ih^ e.^Jly«pt^7ftjifui Skj^^ For thefe paiTages have 
Bo^tOnly the unexceptionable teftimony of the 
jQburc^.^t lar^e, juft as much as any other 
pafiages of the fame Gpijpels> in their favour ; but 
E9 their contents, were diibelkved by ibme of 
the earlieft Chriftian SeOs ; who reg^ded the 
i»Bsk related in them ias impoffible ; there cannot 
be • fk; doubt^ . but that if any evidence could have 
beea produced to impeach their authenticity^ it 
would ceij^inly have been brought forward, and 
eiiforced^ by thofe Se6bs who diibelieved their 
coi^n^, at the very time when it could have been 
f^bfiantiated ; and they mult inevitably have been 
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-In perufing the Evangelic Writings, the 

'  "  ^ ' ' ' • *^ * • '■ . ^ 
Author of the following meets imagined ^ 

that he had difcovered an a^rgument pf 

^ • » • J" . . ' ' ^  

their truth, which, had b^en hitherto over- 
looked, pr very Rightly mentioned. He 
caught it; with joy, and purfued it witli 
eagernefa. He found the proof, wTuch at 
firft gUmmer,ed. faintly as it lay difperfed, 
.grow brighter as the fparks were Wought 
nearer together. He traced the different 
lines* of inference, and perceived that they 
met at laft in one cenitral truth. And he 
flatters himfelf with having ihewn once 
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more, what was more than fufficientlj 
(hewn before^ that OQ? Religion is from 
God. He hopes, that he has added an- 
other ray to the fplendor of its evidence ; 
and another mcitive to the power of its in- 
fluence. 

If the argument be really conclufive, 
it will ftand the tefl of examination; if 
not, it is for the intereft ©f trut'k and 
religion, that itis weatnefs be dete^ed. 
Whatever judgment be paffed upon it, the 
Author has at leaft this fatisfaftory cpnfi- 
deration ; that every other proof will re- 
main uninjured, ^nd xiniiti paired. And lie 
therefore fubmits this Etfay to the 'Public, 
as the attempt of one whbfe defign is ^ood; 
and who will have djone no harm^ thou^ 
his performance prove defe£tiv^. 
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IT may not be imptoper (o mention, that befidet the twd 
Works cited in the firft Note in the following Enquiry, 
there is an elegant Treatife, entitled. *' Confideratioos on 
** the Life and Death of John the Baptist ;" by Dr. 
Home, Prefident af Magdalen College, Oxford; who 
became Biihop of Norwich. But the objefi of tfa^t Trea« 
tife is, to deduce moral and religious reflexions from the 
circumftances and condu£l of the Baptist; nottofug- 
geft any arguments to prove the truth of his MiiCon* 
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; :ri.l/iKtRODI>CT(mT CONSIDERATIONS *. i 

A^HEN we cofaficfer, - tod cdrtipare togetiiei'/ 
Itidfe ihort bH!tories of the life and ad;ions ojf 
Jduii'Chrift; w^icJh were writteii 'by his didfea 
difciples, and their feHow labbiii^i^ iir the go(|)el ^ 
the'gt^it'eVeilts^ tlhat firft eilgage^ouf attention. 
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•{ i f ^hoeytris dofirout of fdeiog what iiiiij hsCVe been writfexi 
upop tbis fubj.cdbefpre, may cynfuU Dr.yiorfin'^ I^ih J?ifiourJ& 
toncfrmngthe truth of th€ Chri^ian Reli^oni entitled, V Tha 
"l^cftimony of John the Baptift :'' and Part 4. Chap. 5. of a 
^ Wchrk written originally^ in French, btit tt-anflated into Engli/li, 
tttuittr the title -of,' " Tl*e Principles of the Chriftian Religion?^ 
Th^ two ar« the; only tra& upon the Jbibjed, which the^U^ 
ibpr of the following aruument lias hfippeaiad to meet with. : 
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fay§ Lulce*^^ Ajiii . the evwgelift John iBxprefily 
atffirms f,; that ."^.^ there was. a man fent from God, 
" whofe.naitae was Joiiitj) and that tlie feme dame 
** for, a witnefe, to bear witaefs of the light;, that 
'* all men through hkn miglifc believe." . 

From all thefe teftimonies it evidently appears/ 
that the chief defign of the evtagdifts was not/ .to 
make lis acqtkainted ^ith the divine. •chara6tir of 
tjbe Baptift oil his own accoiiht .; . luittb complete' 
the eviddrioeof the divine; mifffioa of JeiaSylhif the^ 
unexceptiDnabi<6 teiumony.; of. that, extraocdinary' 
prophet, .whofe appearance isi th6 chara6^te of hiiS' . 
forerunner hai^ been univerfaHy exped;ed, becau& 
oxplicitly . foretold* • '.* .;^ :' .:. 

1 Jn purfuance of this defign, 5t was natural fojf: 
ihem to b'6 fcrupuloiifly. exiacb in recounting thofb- 
particulars^ by which the propbcltic chw^er [of 
John faimiblf'was eftabliflxed : add circumib.n6al 
in -their relations of the teftimony he bore to 
the divine miffion of Jefus, But for the reft of 
Joljn's life and aClions^ p-s a 'minute knowledge, of 
thefc wps rfpt.^ipceflary for.th^, chief, pnd ip.,view,. 
they M^Quldj df fcourfe, ; only i furnilh us. with .their 
true geiiferal idea. Accbrdingly it will fee found, 

;* l^'ft, prepf^i^e yp.,thc way <>f the l-prd } nuti»Af9,i^tM ^ 
*' djefaicl: a highway for.ftiw Ood/' i., . . . . '; . 
* Luke iii. 2—4. .:,;.. >, ... ij ! : " 

^ John i. 6V7ir : ' '-' .:v.'. .v .i .i .if;:.-: 
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ypon cdmparifon, that the evisingelifts have followed 
this plan. Liike has given a very particular detail* 
of all the feemingty miraculous (events, which at- 
tended John's conception and birth ; .stnd which, if 
they truly came to pafs as related, muft fully prove 
him^ to have been fent by a fpecial acb of the divine 
providence, purpofely to fultain that peculiar pro- 
phetic character he afterwards affnmed. And, not 
to cite each evangelilt, or have recourfe to every 
thing they have recorded, what follows will fufR- 
ciently prove how defirous they were to confirm the 
tlivine authority of Jefus, by the exprefs teftimony 
of John. 

" And this is the record of John, when tlije 
** Jews fent pfiefts and levites from Jerufalem, to 
** allc him, who art thou ? and he confeffed, and 
" denied not, but confeffed, I am not the Chrift. — 
" I am the voice of one crying in the wiidernefs, 
*^ make ftraight the way of the Lord, as faid the 
prophet Efaias.— I baptize with water ; but there 
ftr^ndeth one among you, whom ye know not, 
'* he it is, who coming after me, is preferred be- 
*^ fore me, whofe ihoe's latchet I am not worthy to 
'^ unloofe.*— The next day John leeth Jefus com- 
'* ing unto him, and .faith, behold the lamb of 
^' God, which ta^keth away the fin of the. wqrld. 
*^ Thi$ is he, of whom I faid, after nie cometh 

* Luke i. from vcrfe 5 to SO. 

B 3 ^* a man 
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•^ a man which is preferred before me ; for he wa» 
'^ before me. And I knew him not ; but that he 
^' ihoiild be made manifeil to Ifrael ; tlierefore am 
^* I come baptizing with water. And John bare 
** record, faying, I faw the Spirit defcending from 
^' heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him* And 
^^ I knew him not ; but he that fent me to baptize 
^^ with water, the iame faid unto me, upon whom 
*^ thou (halt fee the Spi?it defcending, and re^ 
*^ maining on him, the fame is he, which bap^ 
" tizeth with the iioly Gl\o&. And I faw, and 
<^ bare record, that this is the fon of God. - And 
^^ again, the next day after, John flood, and two 
^^ of his difciples ; and looking upon Jefqs as he 
^^ walked, he faith, behold the lamb of God. And 
^^ the two diibiples heard him fpeak, and they fol* 
'' lowed Jefus*." 

Thus full and particular have the evangelifis 
been, in tranfmitting to us the feveral proofs of 
the divine chara£ter of John the Baptift, and his 
repeated exprefs teftimony in confirmation of the 
divine miifion of Jefus. But at the fame time that 
they were fi) felicitous to eftablifh the divine 
eharaCier of John, and to preierve (o many diA 
tin6t poiitive declarations, publiclj; delivered by 

 John i. from ip to 37. To the fame purpofe fee Matt, 
iii. 11, &c. Mark i. 7, &c. Lake iii. 15, &c. Johni. 15, 

^0, and more efpecially John iii. 25—35. 

him, 



1^^ that J^fus was the true Mefliab-; .tbey have 
tmnfmitted to u3 nothing wore of. John's tranikc- 
tions, . tb,an what lya? aJ^fplutely riequifite tp give us 
a true idea pf his e^^ltf aordi^ifxy ch4ra£j;er. 

Wit may v^ejitiju-e to conclude then, that the 
principal iutentioa of Jefuss difciples, ia making 
fuch tpention as they have of John, was, in reality^ 
to eftahUib the divi^^ character of their niaften fo 
firmly, upon his teftimcmy;, " that all men through 
" him might believe.'' And in this it muft at leaft 
be confefied^ that they acled a very prudent part ; 
$nc^ it is impoifible for any teitimony to 1^ 
more clear, or more decifive, than that with 
l^hich the Baptifi confirmed the high pretenfions 
of Jefus. 

On the other hand, we find Jefu3 on every op- 
portunity employing all his credit with the people, 
to perfuade them, that John was indeed the very 
periun, which he pretended to l^e^ and the 
^eateil of all the prophets, that had ever ap«- 
peared among them. The character which the 
B^ptifl had from the begimiiog a0umed, was 
" the voice T>f one trying in the wildernefs, make 
•^' ftraight the w^y jof the Lord, as faid the pro- 
" phet Efaias." And when, upon a particular 
occafi(X), he thought fit to fend fome of his dif- 
ciples to Jefus^ to aik him publicly, . whether He 
«as the Mefiiah; Jefus imprgved tjie opportu- 

P 4 nity 
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nity this affbrded hini^ to addrefs the people iii 
favour of John ; by declaring, in a manner the 
jnoft emphaticaly " that John was a prophet ; yea, 
** I fay unto you, and much more than a prophet, 
" For this is he, of whom it is written, behold 1 f6nd 
*^ my meffenger before thy face, which ihdl pre-* 
^* pare thy way before thee. Verily I fay unto you, 
" among them that are bom of women, there hath 
" not arifett a greater than Jtrfin the Baptiit* — 
" And, if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which 
• *^ was for to come. ^ He that hath ears to hear 
" let him. hear *.'^ Full and frequent as John 
had been, in witneffing the truth of Jefus's pre- 
tenfions ta the hig^ chara6ter of the Mefiiah ; his 
affertions, we fee, were not moi'e exprels 9r em* 
phatical, than thefe declarations of Jefus, in which 
he publicly affirmed John to be his divine fore-r 
runner. 

Had they not thus reciprocally fupported each 
other's claim to divine infpiration, the characters 
which they each aifumed were in theraielves fo 
diftinSt, though relative to each other, that lit- 
tle, perhaps, could have been drawn from them 
alone, to eftabliih the truth, or deteft the falfe- 
hood, of their pretenfions. Had John only de- 
clared himfeif the forerunner of the Mefliah, 
without pretending to point him out perfonally to 

f Matt, xi. 9, &c:, 

the 



lNtRO0tJCTORY CONSIDEHATiaKSi 

the peopl^; ahd had Jeftts *teft the Jcwi^ te judge 
for themfelves, concerning the reality of th^-Bapi 
lift's inrpitatioh ; the divme ' authority ^ of • SotA 
could not neceflarily have been detertnihed h'f 
the veracity of ISither: But fince we faiA ^ than 
reciprocally bearing teftimwiy to • thie = 'truth of 
each other's divine coinmiffibn ; and the sdifcipleji / 
of' Jefus appear likewife' to have giveti us no faB* 
ther account of John, thaii was neceflary to avail 
themfelves of his authority, in eCtabjiihing :tbe 
credit of their own mafter ; hence we are enabled 
to dmw this certain conclulion ; tliat they muft • 
Both have been impoftors ; or J5aM, iinu^ity, 
thofe divitte perfonagt'v ''vhdfe 'chata^tet'S: they 
refpeftively affutned. And ^ihis icohcliifioni^ .iirft 
eflablifiied, will irtnnediately point out a very Da* 
tural method to bring the claims of B<fth io a decir 
five examination. i • • . .i 

Their mutual endeavours to perfuadette^jieo- 
ple into a' belief in each oth^r, muft either have 
been the' efieO; of fome fupernattifal dcnowleidgei 
wWch aflured th^m of each otiier'S divine ,mif* 
fion ; or the refult of a previous 'agreettteijt be* 
tween them, to fupport their double impofture. 
The nature of the cafe will not admit us to ^up* 
pofe, that Jefus may have been the true MeiSah^ 
i>utJohti an impoftori; irt J6im, that pr6fk\tt^ lie 
declared. Mtete]^! but JdAi^ ' a< d^oeiv^r: • Thdr 
1 claims 



claims la fuiy thing 4ivlne muft now Hand or frU 

t Had eiti^er of them alone been a counterfeit ; 
^ true propi^et, it muft be allowe(}» could no^ 
bnv^ bprne witnei3 in his &your ; unless the other 
liad found means to deceive hini' into a firm 
belief of bi9 pretenlions. As the r^a] meflenger 
^ the God pf truth qoiild not be. fent into thjQ 
world, to fupporjt a Ue; fo it was impfil^le for 
him knowingly to abett the defi^ of an in£uQOUf- 
deceiver. 

If then only One of them was really the divine 
p^rfim he pretended to be, nothing can account for 
his condu€b in fupportii^ the Other, but his having 
been deluded by him into an opinion, that that divine 
thara€ker did truly belong to him, which he had im-- 
pioufly aflumed. But this fuppofitiop cannot be ad^r 
mitted in the prefent cafe. 

Th£ appearance of the long promifed Mefliab 
was an event of fuch importance to the general 
Jmppinels of mankind* and in which, the good* 
m&y veracity, and jultice of God . were fo inti- 
mMely concerned, that He could not be fent into 
the worlds in fuch a n^anner, as would lay manr 
land. under an abibhite neceflity to diibwn and 
lejeft him, without the leaft fault in themfelves. 
The divine wifdom cou^ ,npt therefore fend that 
iiifpired meffongpr^ whom, he had. long p^omifed^ 
cT. : .pur- 



purpofely to prepare the Meifiah's way before him; 
without enUghteniqg fdm with that ample portion of 

his discerning fpirit, which would enable him to 

I* . • 

diftinguiih the true Meffiah, without a poffibility 
of miftake, from every counterfeit of his chara3;er ; 
or at leail fecure him from bearing witnei3 to 
any impoftor. Had he been fent without this 
neceifary quaUfication, initead of preparing the 
Meffiah's way before him, he might, and in Hit 
{>refent cafe muft, have been the mpit effeflual 
obftmfior of it* He might involuntarily have 
mifappUed his divine authority, in abetting the 
deligns of an impious deceiver; and thus have 
'thwarted thofe eternal counfels he was fent pur* 
pofely to fulfill, through the defe^ of his own in* 
fpiration. 

Supposing then that the Baptist was, in fad, the 
divine meflenger in queition ; Jefui^ muft liJkewiie 
have been the true Meffiah. 

On the other hand, ihould we allow Jefus to 
have been the long expefted Meiiiah; his tefti- 
^ony will farnilh us with as fatisfa6bory a proof of 
the divine authority of John. Nothing can be 
more evidently abfurd, than to fuppofe, that a 
being of confummate wifdom and power, would 
lender the authority of his divine infpirationgr 
liable to be brought into queftion^ by being 
coone^ed with the Ihort-iighted and inconfiftent 

fchemes 
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fdhemes of hurngih impofture. Intricate plans of 
deceit; 'efpecially fuch as aflfefit the general in- 
kerefts of mankind, and are of the mdft extehfive 
nature, are ever liable to be difcovfered. Nor 
hav^ we need of any other reafon for ' reje9:irig all 
pretenders to divine authority, than the finding them 
defirous to encreafe their credit by the alEftance of 
a deceiver. Jefus, therefore, if he was the true 
Meflfeah, miift unqiieftionably have diftfaiguilhed 
the true Elias, from every counterfeit, who might 
aflume his name : or, at leaft, he muft have refrain- 
ed from bearing witnefs to any one whom he 
did not infallibly know to be the divine perfoh 
in queftion. 

Besides, had the Baptift alone been the coun- 
terfeit, as Jefus muft then have been preceded by 
fome truly divine forerunner, to whom the character 
which John aflumed did really belong ; Jefus would 
Tjndoubtedly have appealed to the teftimony of that 
true prophet, if to any, inftead ofthefalfe; andw^ 
could never have found him endeavouring to efta- 
blifh the credit of John. 

It is evident therefore beyond queftion, that if 
ive admit the divine miflion of Jefus, his tetti- 
mony will oblige us alfo to acknowledge the id- 

* fpiration of John. And thus the evidence they 

* have borne to the truth of each other's divine 
pretQnfions reduces us to the neceffrty of rejeCHng 

r 

them 



^eiflfB^^ ^sjmpoftors ; or fi^bmitting ,lo B^f^,^ 

k> thQff^yi9ry,,<F^raaer? t^qr affumed, as.the^j^al, 
meffei^gers Qf God> and immediate reyealer^ of;\u% 
will to mankind. , ,4 

^ T^i:^. i^ijffblnble cQQoe^on b^ti^fn; Jefiif ^nd 
the .Baptftft^ n^turj^ly poipts.qut^a p^rticulstr.mel^h^^ 
pf ; <?ftabliih|Rg &P Mth .apd. .Q^rtarotjf ^<)C'..A!jft 
Qhriftiaif ifevelation ;, in its owu nature, ftrong,^^ 
ponclufiyq ;. and. ip^^end^ent of fdl th^t vvgckfjfr jOf^ 
other argupients by ivhicJ^^ita i^iviue or^i^;i;|my 
be clearly ..proved. If thole ^.particulars^ yfM\p^ 
the evai^elifts. have, recorded^ relatiqg to Jgl^'^ 
bv^h an^ trajQCaCtjops, apd liich , otliers coqcerning . 
Jef^s as are neceffarily cpnn^6J:ed with tl\e^^ will 
enable u?, lo Ihew fatisfaftorily, that the, Baptift 
himfelf could, not be an impoftor; thw,j^Hl U'ley 
afford a? complete and equgjly fatisfiiClpry jiiroof 
of the divine, miffion of Jefi^ ; .fnice, it ^yi^ll t^ien. b^ 
certain, that he could be up tefa than ^ what Johg 
declared him to be, the promifed Meffiah, and th^ 
Son of God. 

The profecution of this particular point is th^ 
firft and more , immediate ofojed: of the following 
enquiry* But, as we proceed in it, the argument 
will likewife be found attended with this farther, 
and very material advantage; that in illufirating 
the evidence of the divine original of John, we 
ihall at the fame time unaroidably trace out a fe- . 

parate^ 
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j^lirate^ direCl, and equally foil proof of the "divined 
chara6«r of Jefus ; drawn from the nature of 
tihofe particulars which relate immediately td him- 
felf alone. 

The chief of thofe materials, which muft ferve 
for the foundation of this enquiry, are but few in 
mimbfei-, and little more than a feries 6f albnifhing 
^cnts, affirmed tb have accompanied both the 
B&ptift's and Jefos's birth. But Aefe, when confix 
dered in theii- feverail cfrcfamftances, and neceffary 
connexions ; and when Joined likewife with fome 
Remarkable paiticulars in the conduQ; of John and 
Jefus towards each other, which muft greatly contri- 
bute to their farther illuftration ; will appear, it is 
hoped, fully fufScient to anfwer the end proj)oled ; 
and afford us a proof, at feaft, as fatisfaftory as in 
fuch a point can rationally be defired, that John wai 
indeed a man fent from God, and Jefus beyond all 
doubt the true Mefliahl 
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SECTION I. 

J!%e miraeuUus, events recorded of the iirtk ani 
. Kircumdjion of John the Baptift cannot have if e^ 
. Jhrged, either by Jefus, or arfjf of his difciple^ ; qp 
! by John himfeff dr any of bis ^fe^k^.^ 



* i J4 t , i t \ i i|4 



JL HE fevenal niracaious erdntt. reported to iKtvt 
accompanied the conception of Jobo ibe B&ptii^ 
kiu related by ;l4ike aiit foUowi * ^ , ^ .: ^i • 
: ;;^' There was jq the daya df He(Od> >thj$ j^ng 
f^iof^ Judet; a xeutain |yrieft riadladi. ZdclMiiiai| 

' - • Luke i. 5—25. ' 
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** of the courfe of Abia: and his wife was of 
•* the daughters of, Aaron, and her name was 
" Elizabeth. And they were both righteous be- 
^' fore God, walking in .^1 the commandments 
** and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs. And 
** they hAd lio' child; ^becai^ that - Elizabeth was 
•* barren, and they both were now wdl itricken ia 
*' years. And it came to pafs, that, while he 
•V executed the? pi^dKi d&ce Jbcfbre God, in the 

order of his courfe, according to the cuilom 

of the prieft's officer. -Jus lot was to burn 
" incenfe, when he |vet|t|into the temple of the 
^' Lord'. And the whQl(l jpultitude of the people 

were praying without at the time of incenfe. 

And there app^rejd nn^o him an angel of 
" the Lord, ftanding on the right fide of the 
^ jtltar of incenfe.^ AtA when Zacharias fkw him> 
** life ni as Iroubkd, ' ^n*I fear fell upon him. But 
*<^the ' angel faid ' Uptd *him, fear not, Zacharias : 
*' for thy prayer te bfeaird> and thy wife' Elizaibfeth 
'^ ihall bear thee a Son, and thou ihalt call hi^ 
•^ «(arfic (John.' Ahd)thoti (halt HaTd joy and ^glall- 
^' nefs,^ and maiiy IhalU rejoice at: his birth. For 
'^ he Ihall be great in the^ fight of the Lord, and 
^' (hail drink neither wine, ' nor ftrong drink; 
f( -kMr he Ikottii be .iilied with the Holy Ghoft; 
** even from his mother's wpnib. And many of 
'^Vi Ae children of Ifrael ih^U he turn to the Lord 

" their 
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*^ their God. And he ihall go before him in the 
" fpirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the 
" fathers to the children, and the difobedient to the 
" wifdom of the juft, to make ready a people pre-^ 
" pared for the Lord. And Zacharias faid linto 
" the angel, whereby (hall I know this ? for I am 
V an old man, and my wife well ftricken in years, 
*' And the angel anfwering faid unto him, I am 
'* Gabriel, that ftand in the prefence of God ; and 
am fent to fpeak unto thee, and to ftiew thee thefe 
glad tidings. And behold, tliou flialt be dumb, 
and not able to fpeak, until the day that . thefe 
^' things Ihall be performed ; becaufe thou believeft 
" not my words, .which (hall be fulfilled in their 
".feafon. And the people waited for Zacharias,' 
*^ and marvelled that he ftaid fo long in the temple,* 
, " And when he came out -. he could not fpeak unto* 
" them : and they perceived that he had feen a' 
" vifion in the temple ; for he beckoned unto thenr 
" and remained fpeechlefs. And it came to pafs,' 
*f that, as foon as the days of his rainiftration were^ 
*' , accompliihed, he departed to his own houfe.* 
" And ^fter thole days his wife Elizabeth conceived, 
*^ and hid herfelf fiv^ modths, faying, thus hath the 
" Lord dealt with me, tq take away my reproach 
" aixiQng men." . 

j/1]h^ evangelift, having thus related the circum-* 
ftances of John's conception, Hops here to give 

C an 
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itn acconnt of many other events^ no lefs aftoniih-^ 
ing, which foon after accompanied the conception 
of Jefus ; and then goes on with the following 
hiik^ry of tiie birth of the Baptift *. 

** Now Elizabeth's full time came, that flie 
^/vfliouid be delivered, and Ihe brought forth a 
" fon. And her neighbours, and her coufinSj' 
^ heard how the Lord had fliewed great mercy 
1* upon her, and they rejoiced with her. And 
^ it caine to pais, that. on the eighth day they 
*> came to circumcife the child, and they called 
^ him Zacharias, after the name of hia father. 
^' And his mother anfwered, and laid^ not fo ; 
^ but he ihail be called John. And they &id 
*^ unto her^ there is none of thy kindred that iB 

V called by this name^ And they made ligas to 

V his father, how he wouM have him called. And 
^ he alked far a writuig table, and wrote, foyiAg, 
*f his name is John. And Ih^y qiarvelled all. And' 
'- hi^ mouth was opened: immediately, and his 
*f tongue loofed, and be fp>ake and praifed God. 
". And fear came Oa all 4;hat diwelt roupd aboiit' 
• * Uiem ; and all thefe fayings were noifed abroad, 
" throughout all the hill coimtry of Judea. And 
'^ all they, that had heard them, laid them up in 
*' their hearts, faying, what manner of child ftall 
^' this be ? And the hand of the Lord was with 

 Luke i. 57 — to the end. 
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** him. Atid ills father Zacharlas wal 
" the Holy Ghoft, and prophefied, fayingj 
*^ be the Lord God of Ifrael, for be hath vifited 
" and redeemed his people ; and hath itiifed up 
^* an horn of falvatioh for ud^ in the houfe of his 
*^ fervant David, as he fpake by the mouth of hi* 
holy prophets, which have been fince the world 
b^an. Thi^ we fliould be feved from our ene- 
** mies, aftd from the hand of all that hate us. To 
** perform the mercy promifed to our forefathers, 
** and to remember his holy covenant ; the oath 
** whi^h he fivare to our father Abraham ; that he 
** would grant unto us, that we, being delivered' 
^* out of the hands of our enemies, might ferve him 
" without fea^?, in.holinefe and righteoufnefs before 
** him all the days of pui? life. And thou, child| 
** Ihalt be called the prophet of the Higheft; 
** foi^ thou flialt go beftnre the face of the Lord to 
•* pitepafe his way, to give knowledge of falvation 
" to his people, by the remiffion of their fins ; 
V through the tender mercy of our God ; whereby 
" the day fpring from on high hath vifited us, to 
*' give light to them that fit in darknefi, and in the 
" Ihadow of death ; to guide our feet into the way 
" of peace* — And the child grew, and waxed ftrong 
•* in fpirit, and was in tiie defarts until the day of 
" his feewing unta Ifrael." 

Cs S»cir, 
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SuciT, and fo aftonilhiqgy are the particulars 
tranfmitted to us of the conception and birth of 
John the Baptift. The evangelilt himfelf^ by his 
manner of relating tliem, feeilis to have thought 
ithey contained evidence f^lly fufficient to con- 
vince, mankind of the truth of his prophetic cha-. 
rafter, and divine infpiration. And if thefe ac^ 
counts may be ryied on as true hiftoijes .pf fa^s, 
which aftually ca;me to pafs, in the mapner they 
are related ; it . mult at once be confeffed, that 
their teftimony is abundantly , fufficient to , affurc 
us of Jolin's divine miffion ; and there: cjelu be 
no room to doubt whether Jefus.was the true 
Meffiah. 

. The appearance of an ang^l to Zacharias ; his 
prophetic declaration, that things in the higheft 
degree improbable would very ihortly be brought 
to pafs ; his puniihing Zacharias, by ftriking him 
kiltantancoufly dumb, for queftioning the truth 
of what he. foretold ; the fubfequent conception 
and birth of. John, at a time when, humanly 
fpeaking, Elizabeth could not have had children ; 
the fudden, reftoration of Zacharias's fpeech, at 
the period whfen the angel declared it would be 
reftored to him; and his breaking-out into pro- 
phecies the inftant after, through the force of 
divine infpiration ; thefe events, confidered to-* 
gether, are fo apparently beyond the power of 

human 
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human artifice to accompliih, that, if it be allowed 
they really came to pafs, all farther argument is 
at an end. The Baptift' muft at once be fub- 
mitted to as the true Elias; and Jefus, upon 
his repeated teftimony, be acknowledged the Son 
of God. 

This then is the queftion ; Whether we have 
fufficient reafon to faiisfy us, in a point of fo 
great importance, that this relation of the evan- 
gelifts is free both from impofture and miftakey 
and that all the fafils contained in it are unques- 
tionably true * ? ' ' 

If this miraculous hiftory of the birth of John* 
is not to be yelled on, as a true account of what 
did actually happen ; it muft either have been in- 

• Before we enter upon the argument propofed, it feems 
neceflary to prcmife, that it is not here intended to prove, 
that the gofpels were really written, by thofe perfons, whdfe 
names they bear ; but taking this fingle point for granted, as * 
Laving been fully. eftabli/hcd by thofe, who -have written pro*^ 
feiTedly upon it ; the dcfign of this inquiry is to prove, that^ 
the fads in queftion, recorded in the gofpels, (pould not pof- 
fibly be forged ; but muft really have come to pafs, in the 
manner that they are there related. And this, not by argu* 
ing from any foppofed authority of the evangelifts, but from 
the very nature and circuroftances of their rdations them<i 
felves. — ^The authenticity of the gofpels may be feeu proved 
at large by Lardner, in his Cred, of the Goff.JIifi,; and others^ 
who have fct themfeives exprefsly to examine the canoii of the 
McwTeftament. '  - ' ;* '^ 

C 3 vented 
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vented by Luh^ or fame other of Jefuss apofik^^ 
in order to ftrengthen the credit of their own 
mafter;: — or it muft have been forged by John 
himfelf\ ox Joine of his difciples^ to deceive the 
people into a belief of his divine infpiration ; or 
laftiy, it muft have been a contrivance of Zacha^ 
rias and his ajfodatesy in order to pafs his Son upon 
^he Jews for that honourable prophet, who was ex* 
petted to come before-hand to prepare the way of 
the Lord. 

Now that it could not be forged by Luke^ will 
very evidently appear. Though the exaO; time of 
the publication of his gofpel is unknown, nor is 
it certain whether it came abroad before or after 
thofe of Matthew and Mark, the nature and end of" 
the work itfelf, and Luke's own words, oblige us 
to acknowledge, that it could not be made public 
immediately after the death of Chrift. Till the 
i?hurcb was fo enlarged, that the perfonal tefti'* 
mony of the apoftles, and the eye-witneffes of 
Jefus's life and aftigns, could not often be had j 
and their verbal accounts, through a courfe of 
fome time, were expofed to the danger of being, 
Qven involuntarily, corrupted j tlie evangelifts were 
»nder no great neceffity to write hiftories of the 
life of Jefus their mafter ; and w ere much too 
fiilly employed in making converts to cluiftiahity, 
IQ ho-ve leifur^ for compofing them. In fa©;, 

Luke 
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Luke himfelf has exprefsly declared % that he did 
Dot compofe his gofpel/till after ^^ many had taken 
in hand to fet forth, in order, a declaration of 
thofe things, v^hich were moft affuredly believed 
" among them." This declaration, efpecially when 
joined to the nature of the thing itfelf, would make 
it in the higheft degree unreafonable to fuppofe) that 
the gofpel in queftion could have come abroad, till 
fome confiderable time after the death of Chrift* 
And thus far all the different opinions about it are 
agreed. 

BtJT after fuch a time hid elapfed, the evan- 
gelift could not but know and confider, that it 
would be impolfible for him to forge a feries of 
faCts, fo aftonilhihg in themfelves, and of fuch 
confiderable moment, without being immediately 
detecled ; and ruining at once the prevaili»ig cre- 
dit of Jefus, and all who preached in his name* 
Could the apoftks, from the firft of their miniftry, 
have appealed to fo w onderful a feries of events 
which had accompanied the birth of John ; nd 
man could poffibly believe, that they Would till 
this time have ftudioufly fupprefled them; or 
could, through negleft, have forgot to relate them. 
For John, we have feen bore the moft exprefe 
teftimony to the truth of Jefus's pretenfions ; and 

* Lute i. 1. 
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•we know Ukewife, that all the people held John to 
liaye been a prophet indeed. 

The evangelift therefore could not poffibly have 
prefixed a relation fo aftonifliing, as this hiltory of 
the birth of John, to his account of the life and 
afitions of Jefus ; unlefs the particulars contained 
in it had not only been publicly known and believedf 
before he wrote ; but publicly taught Ukewife,- by 
all the apoftles, to every convert they had made, 
from their firft beginning to preach the gofpeU 
Becaufe it was evident, that, if he had, not only 
his own gofpel, but, m ith it, all the pretences of 
his party, muft, on this very account^ haye been 
univerfally exploded. ' 

Neither can this relation have been a forgery 
concerted between all or any of Jefus'sdifciples^ at 
their very firft beginning to preach the gofpel, 
after Jefus's death. Such a furprifihg feries of mi^ 
racles fuppofed to have aqcompanied John's birthy 
but never made known till fo long a time after his 
death* ; and then firft reported by a fet of men, 
whofe intereft was fo nearly and fo evidently con* 

* According to Mr. Macknight, John was beheaded before 
jthe third paflbver of Jefus's public miniftry ; and Jefus himfelf 
was put to death at the fifth. So that the death of Jefus did 
not hapj5eu till full two years after the death of John. Some 
computations make the diftance greater fiill ; and it could not 
be lefs, 

cerned 
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Corned in promoting the belief of them; muft n^ 
ceffarily have carried w ith it fo ftrong an appear- 
ance of impofture^ that thofe, who did not rejeQ; 
them at once, as apparently nfilitious, would np 
doubt have examined into the truth of them, with 
fo much fcrupulous care, that, had they not been 
founded on unqueftionable fact, their falfehoo4 
muft have been prefently dete6ted. 

How zealous ' and active the rulers of the Jews, 
and the whole fynagogue continued, for a long 
time after they had put Jefus to death, in en^* 
deavouriug to filence the apoftles, and prevent 
even the name of Jefus fr6m being named 'among 
the people, is well known. At the very time, 
when the apoftles muft have firft publilhed thefe 
forgeries concerning the birth of John ; if in 
reality they were forgeries, and the apeftles the 
perfons who forged themj the chjef priefts.and 
rulers were watching every opportunity to deftroy 
them. Firft, they imprifoned Peter and John ''^ j 
then all the apoftles at opcef ; not difmiffing them 
without ftripes, and threats of the fevereft punifli- 
ment if they ftiU continued preaching in Jefus'9 
name J; and, very foon after, they even put 
Stephen to death ||. So circumftanced, in th«! midlt 

 Adls of the apoft. iv. 1 — 3. . '. 

f A6ls.of theapofti V. 17, 18. 

J Ads of the apoft. iv. 18, 21. — v. 28, 40,. * . s 

[J Ibid, vii, 58, 59, 60. ' -■■■■' 

of 
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of fuch perfecuting foes, what can be more incre- 
dible, than that the apoftles Ihould yoluntarily court 
not only the utter extinction of their Mailer's credit^ 
but even their own fliame and deftruftion ; by now 
firft publiftiing fo extravagant and ill-founded a 
forgery, as muft neceffarily make their veracity not 
fufpeCked only, but exploded, by every one of the 
leaft judgement or reflection ? 

Ok, were it conceivable, that the apoftles them* 
Jfelves could a6t fo foolifh ^ part ; how can it be 
believed, that the chief priefts and rulers would 
<[uietly acquiefce, in fufFering them to fpread abroad 
thefe hitherto unheard-of divine revelatioits ; fo evi- 
dently calculated to raife the credit of Jefus ; whofe 
name and memory they were at this very time ex- 
erting all their authority to deftroy ? Had ti^e cir* 
cumftances of John's birth, which Luke has related, 
been unknown till this time, and now firit publiihed 
by Jefos's difciples ; the fanhedrim could not have 
failed to make the ftrid;eft enquiry into the evidence 
alleged m their fupi)ort ; and if that had proved in« 
fufficient, lis it certainly muft, would have puniihed 
the apoftles to the utmoit extent of their power ; 
4nd by laying open their villainy to the public view, 
hare^ extinguiflved for ever* the growing credit of the 
feft. 

Since therefore, on the contrary, it appears, 
that though they not only threatened, but beat, 

and 
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sad imprifoned the apoitles; and even put one of 
them to death, for perfifting to preach in the name 
of Jefus ; yet they never accufed them of the kaft 
forgery, in thofe miraculous accounts of the birth of 
the Baptift, which they were now every where 
fpreading among their converts to Chriftianity; we 
are neceifitated to acknowledge, that this account 
of the birth of John, which Luke has recorded| 
muft have been publicly known, and univerfally 
believed before the time of Jefus s death. It 
could not therefore be forged by the apoftles^ 
when they firft began to preach the gofpel^ imrne*-^ 
diately after it 

If then the miraculous account under confide- 
^ration was forged by Jefus's difciples, Jefus himfelf 
muft have been concerned with them in it, and they 
muft jointly have publilhed it foon after the death of 
John. But not to repeat arguments, which have 
been but this moment alleged; the very fame rea- 
fons, which have (hewn it impoflible for Jefus^s dif- 
eiples to have done this, ibon after his deatli ; prove 
it equally certain, that neither could Jefus, in eon* 
junfiWon with them, have firft publilhed fuch a for- 
gery, at any time after the death of John. Becaufe 
the teftinlony of Jefus more efpecially, with that of 
bis difciples, would neceffarily have been cxpofed 
to all the fame objefiions in this cafe, as the tefti- 
mony of his difciples alone, in the former. 

Sings 
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Since therefore this account of the miraculouS' 
birth of John, whether we fuppofe it true or falfe,; 
mu^ have been publicly known and received, white> 
John himfelf was alive to confirm or contradift it ; 
if it Va? a forgery, we muft riext fuppofe John? 
himfelf to have been the true author, and chief 
propagator of it. But neither could this poffibly 
be the cafe. 

. John's whde charafiler, life, and doftrine,- 
were ^ fo eminently diftinguilhed by a religious 
adherence to the very ftrifteft rules <if piety and 
virtue; that, according to Jofephus, the Jews in 
general were firmly perfuaded, that particular 
divine judgements were infli6ted upon Herod for 
putting him to death *. But, not to infift on this; 

the 

 Jofephus having related the total defeat of Herod's army, 
and raentioncd the caufc of it, that they were betrayed by 
forae deferters, goes on as follows. 

Itrv* itlum y»Q Tiiloy H^u^nqf ayu^ov av^^u, x»t raq Itiiiueq xcAsvoylac^ 
aculvnf fjrao-MVvlccq, x«» t>) 'arpo? a>^iiA«? ^mxioc-vvviy x«» <Brpo? row 
Qtov BVCFiffua, %§A>/A6ry?, ^a^rltcr/xft; avjuevan' aro yet^ noci rrtv PxTflierh^' 
«7ro^e>tli9V ocvlu (pavsicrGa*, /lch tiTh nvuv kiA.a^a.lu)v 'era^etilno'H ^UfAtvuf, 

y.cHa9ct^^€v>j?. — Jofeph. Antiq. Jiid. L. 18. 5. Ed. Havei>c.— * 
" But many aniong the Jews were perfuaded, that the ,<\e* 
ftru£lion o/. Herod's army \yas owing to the particular iijter- 
poiition of God ; who, they thought, look this method to 

punifti 
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jfche feverai particulars related are.Qf.fuch a nature^ 
as prove beyond coinradiQ;ion, that thefe ficcpunts 
could not have been firft invented, nor evq? firft r^- 
lated, at any time after Jotin's birth;, and coojCb*- 
quentlyj that it is impoffible for John himfel^ or any 
of his difciples, to have beei^ the contriver, or firft 
propagator of them. 

' Zacha^-ias's feeming lofs of fpeech, and^his 
fignifying to the people his haying feen a vifion 
in the teipple, were fa6ts, that, if true, muft have 
been notorious to great numbers; as is evident 
from the occafion on which they are faid to have 
happened f . Again^ Za<;harias's no lefs . furpri* 

punifli him, as he very highly deferved, for his cruelty to John^ 
eommonly called the Bapti/t. For Herod had put him to 
death, notwithibanding he was a good many and exhorted 
the Jews not to come to his baptifm, without firft preparing 
thetafelves for it, by thepradice of viitue ; by a ftn& ad- 
herence to the rules of juflice and equity in their dealings 
with one another; and by manifeiling a (incere piety towavds 
God. For their; being baptised, he taught them, would then 
only be acceptable to God, when, having firft purified the inind 
with righteous difpofitions, they had recourfe to baptifm, ai 
nothing more than an emblem of their freedom from fenfual 
jHolUitions ; not when they made ufe of it a&a commutation for 
their fins/' . • ' 

. ^ '' And the people waited £(ir Zackartas, and flsanrelled that 
*' that he tarried fo long in the temple. And whin he cam« 
^ out he could not fpeak unti» them : an<iLthey perceived that 
^ he had feen a vifion in the temple : for he beckoned mta 
*^ theiQ; and remained fpeechlefs/^ . irU^ei. 2^1, 2$, 
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fing, faftantaneous recovery of his fpeeeh, nt th« 
time of John's circumcifion, was another fa6t, which, 
if true, muft have been known likewife at the very 
time, to no lefs than ten feveral relations of the 
femily who, according to the conftant cuftom of4he 
Jewifli nation, mtift have been prefent upon that 
occafion *. 

Now it is inconceivable, that an impoftor 
fliould choofe to forge fuch fads as thcfe, the 
falfehood of which might prefently be deteQ;ed ; 
and add likewife, that the whole country round 
about was, at the very time, made acquainted 
with, and furpifed at tiiem; when, if the fa£i:s 

 Tbe occafion was thecircumcifion of John. " And it caraa 
*' to pais, that on the eighth day they came to circumcife the 
<* child ; and they cailed.him Zacharias, after the name of his 
^* fadier, &c." Luke i. 59* — Upon this occafioR the cuftom of 
the Jews was as follows* 

*^ Upon the day of circumcifion the father make» a feall« 
Ten muft be tlxe number of the invited' guefts ; and one or two 
of the learned Rabbia make a long prayer and fermon 
al the talkie ; while the others freely fct the glaf» about 
and dffink plentifvlly; This, feaft they obfenre, by the exc* 
ample of Adbiniham» wha made a great feaft,.the £»me' day tha^ 
Ifaac was weaned (Gen. xxi. 8.) : they pervert the text, 
and' &y^ nhtm ke was circumcifed.'^ Lcwifr's Ueb. Antiq* 
fi« 4« Ch. 1. . 

.The number of petfons to be invited to this feafi, at the cir^ 
e«Mcifion» was not limited t« ten ; but there were always to b« 
ten at the kq^. jBuxtgtrf. Syn. Jud.. cap. %^ 

them* 
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tbaoifelves welre riot true, it would immeidialeljr 
bave appeared, upon enquiry, that none of the 
Deighbouring inhabitants had ever heard any tl^ng 
of them. * " And fear came on all that dwelt 
^^ roumi about than ; and all thefe fayings (that 
^ 2>, ali the/e traniaOtions |) were noifed abroadj, 
^ throughout all the hill country - of Judea. And 
*' all that heard them laid. them up in their beartS|^ 

• Luke i. 65, 66, 

•f- To prevent any fufpicion of having interpreted this paft- 
fage in a more comprehensive fenfe, than it ought to be taken 
in ; it is proper to obferve, that the words in the original are. 
*^*^wtt»l» ret ^fMbiok ravlct ; which in the tranilation are rendered 
^ all thefe fat/ings/' Now it is certain^ thai t» pii(A»lt^ figni* 
fies indifferently things as well as words ; and is as often ufed, 
for the former as tlie latter. Thus in thisi very chapter, ver. 
37* 'Oti qvx a^vvoblno't «rapa TH Bw <arft v ^fMt ; in the tranfla* 
tion, " For xoith God nothing Jkall be tmpojjihk'* An<i in 
chap. ii» 15. Ai«xdA;/xi« ^n lu^ B^jO^tifty xdu i^/a* w ^^ 
T9VT9 r^^fyoyo;, o 6 Kvpio^ f^ywpf^iy v/Aty* '^ Let U6 now g^ eveD 

" unto Bethlehem, and fee this thing which is coWie to pafs,, 
" which the Lord hath made known unto us." From thef<>^ 
inftances only it is fufficlently plain, that in the pafiage before. 
tis, 'oretfict T» piiji*a1» Tfltwla, Would have been more properly 
tranflated, ** all thefe ecents /' inftead of, <* all thefe yoj^fwg^ ;" 
and that Luke meant by them, not only Zacharias'& pro- 
phetical declar^-tion, but all the fads he had juft been re* 
lating. See more on the word §*ijit« in Hamm. on Matt* 2.— • 
Wolf. Cur. Phil, ia Luc. i. 37-— Gataker de St>lo N. T. 
p. 146, Rofs's Eflay for a new Tranfl. (from Le Cene), p« 2« 
ch» 4. *  

*^ faying, 
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** faying, what manner of child Ihall this be?** 
Unlefs thefe events had apparently come to pafs, 
in the manner, and at the time, they, are related to 
have happened ; they could not at that time have 
been noifed abroad through the neighbouring coun- 
try ; nor could John himfelf, or his aflbciates, a£ 
any time afterwards have ventured to affert that 
they -were. • . 

The nature of the fa6ls themfelvcs was fo fur- 
prifing, that upon this account alone, fome re- 
membrance of them muft have been preferved, in 
the neighbourhood where Zacharias had lived, had 
they really happened, much later than it was poffi- 
ble for John himfelf, or any of his difciples while he 
w as living, to have contrived and publifhed thefe 
accounts. The hiftory of fo many divine revelations, 
reflefting fo much honour upon all thofe to whom 
they had been made, muft without doubt have been 
preferved in the family, with great care, at leaft 
as long as the perfon, whom they immediately 
concerned, was alive. The hopes and expefta- 
tions of feeing them accompliihed in John's fu- 
ture life and a6tions, muft have kept them itk 
the remembrance of Zacharias's friends and re- 
lations at leaft ; and rendered it impoffible for the 
memory of them to have been loft, while there 
ivas a poffibility remaining of feeing th^ra onq. 
day fulfilled, 
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No fooner, it is related, had Zacharias fignified 
that his fon fiiould be named John, than his fpeech 
was perfectly reftored, and he was immediately 
filled with the Holy Ghoft, or at leafi pretended to 
be fo, and prophefied : foretelling befides the 
fpeedy coming of the Meffiah himfelf, and the 
glories of his reign, that his awn fon^ at that time 
but a few days old^ wfis fent to difcharge the; office 
of his immediate forerunner. 

So unexpected a prediction, d^v^red by Z&cha* 
rias, after having been, as he pretended, for fo long 
a time miraculoufly firuck dumb, and but the initant 
before as miraculoufly reftored to.fpeech ; and. this 
too concerning a child born to him when he could 
have no hopes of children ; and to whom he had 
juft given a name, in oppofition to the defire of 
all his relations prefent, and the prevailing cultom 
of his country; fuch a prophecy, proflbunced in 
circumftances fo remarkable, and full of pro- 
mifes fo defirable, could not have been forgot 
in John's life-time, had it really been delivered ; 
nor could John's affirming fuch a ftory have been 
able to procure it belief, if it had not been re- 
membered. 

If therefore, upon enquiry, when John affiimed 
his public chara6ier;> no account, not even the 
leaft tradition, of thefe miracles and prophecies 
could be learned from the family of Zacharias, 

D and 
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imf the neigfibourhood * where he lived; tod if 
they were forgeries of John's own, or any of Mh 
'(fifciples, it 13 evident this muft have be^n the 
cafe J they muft fit once have beeir efifefiiaally ei- 
plodfed. John's own repuferfion muft have h^h 
fliJ^olutely bkftedj nor would the hiftoriiifts €fS 
Jefusbajve dared aflerwards to pubiiih fliefe v^ 
idtions^ ia ^tder to feppD^t the eredit of tbei^ 
Mafter. On the contrary^ it iafMift have be*i* their 
deiirey by all rtte^md, totally to ibppre& all H^etitory 
of thenv; ilttee any known^ felfehood fe Johft mtift 
fo neceflkrily bring the ci?edit of Jefina into ^ueftiori. 
Not. to fey^ that in tbis cafe it would hafviebeefc 
impoffible liEH^the eredk of Jefos to have 6«<lived 
that of John- 

* It may not be nupro^cr tto take Rotiecy on thh^ 6e€&^n^> 
that the Jews were horn the begmning (etded in tbeiif pb^ 
fellioiis^ according to their tribes and families (See M. Low- 
mart's Ciril Goven>meiit of the Hebrews, ch, 4.). By this 
means a whole neighBourhood^ Being ih fome ijieaPcire related 
to each et&er, raruft have been more' ness^ly coa^e^ii, tlTan' m 
jotber cotj^tFi^ ; where no fbch regulation l»a<i otiptt^Ufy 
Jaken place ; and; their tribes were dot kep^ dif^A^. Anrf, on 
this account, it muft have been looked on as ftill more highly 
incriedible,.that the neighbourhood, where Zacharias had l^ved, 
could at this tirtie be found abfolutely ignorant of any fucfc 
aftonifliing events as thofe Before iis ; had they ^ver resKy c6iti& 
to pa (I, and been related among them; 
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But bSfldes this conclufive argument, drawn from 
the feveral circumftances attending the fuppofed re- 
velationi^ themfelves ; it appears, on niany other 
*cc0untd, abfolutely impoffible for them to have been 
forged by John himfeif, or confequently by his 
dlifciples. 

It rauft at once be allowed, that before he 
could contrive, or enter upon a defign fo intricate, 
fo bold, and fo iniquitous, he muft, at leaft, be 
drawing very near to man's eftate. This is thd 
very earlieft period we can poffibly affign for it» 
He could riot then begin to publifli thefe ftories^ 
in order to prepare people for receiving him, in that 
divine chara&er, which he muft have intended after^ 
wards to affume, 'till he was at Ifeaft about twenty 
years of age. Now, at this time either ZiachariaS 
and Elizabeth, and all the ten perfons who had 
been prefent at the feaft of John's circumcifion, 
about twenty years before, muft have been ftill 
alive;— or elfe only fonae of tliem were yet living; 
^^r laftly, they riiuft all have been already dead. 
And which ever of thefe fuppofitions we may 
choofe to embrace, it will be found incredible, 
that John could attempt fetting on foot fuch an 
hnpofture, at this time ; or, if he had attempted 
if, that be could Imve efcaped immediate and public 
deteflipn, 

D 2 It 
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tv Zacharias and Elizabeth^ and all thofe wha 
bad been prefent at their fon's lircumcifiony were 
yet alive ; it is evident, that John could not at* 
tempt to publifti any forgeries of his own, giving 
an account of fuch remarkable revelatioas, as 
having been made to all of them, fo many jeara 
before ; unlefe he had firft feduced them . all to 
corroborate his relation, with their own evidence ; 
and confpire with him in the profecution of the 
whole plot. 

But what an extravagant and incredible fup- 
pofition is tliis ! Was it poffible for John to en*^ 
tertain a defign of engaging his very parents them- 
felves, perfons of fuch virtuous converfation as 
he knew them to be, in fo \vicbed an impofture? 
Could he conceive hopes, that they, who, he well 
knew, had ever walked "in all the comreiand-. 
" ments and ordinances of the I-ord bkmeleis *," 

J would 

 As it IS not allowable here to take the good charadler of 
S^acharias and Elizabeth upon truft, it is necelTary to obferve, 
that the circumftances of the cafe will prove the charaSers 
givett of them %o be true i without confidering LukeV relation 
as of any authority, on his own account.-*-It has juft aotr 
been proved^ that if the circumflances of John's birth, re- 
lated by Luke, had been forged ; they could not, howevert, 
be forged, and firft made kaown, either by Luke himfclf, or 
ajiy of Jefus's difciplcs, after the death of Jefus ; or by Jefo$» 
in conjun^oa with his own, or John's difciplcs, after John's 

death* 
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would encourage, and even affift him, in the moft 
irapious of all undertakings? Or could he ima- 
gine, 

dcatii* This being the caic, it aeceffarily foHows, that the 
particulars concerned, even if they were forged, muft hav^ 
been made known^ at the lateil, while John was yet alive« It 
is evident likewife, that thefe particulars were of fo marvel- 
lous a nature, that, whenever they were iirft related, they 
would undoubtedly «auf« many, and the chief priefts* more 
efpcciaUy^ to recoiled, or enquire into, the received charac* 
ters of Zacharias and Elizabeth ; who were reprefented as fo 
intimately concerned. in them. And as this, we have feen, 
mull have been while John was yet alive ; and confequently, 
long before the received characters of Zacharias and Eliza- 
beth could be forgot, in the neighbourhood where they had 
lived ; hence it appears, that the reputation they had really 
maintained, whether good or bad, mud have been fo well known 
and eftabliflied during the public miniftry of John, that' it 
could not be in the, power of Luke to attribute Sifalfe charac- 
ter to them, and above all, one fo remarkably good, when he 
came to write his gofpel, fome years afterwards. — Befides, it 
would be manifeilly abfurd to fuppofe, that the people in ge« 
ncral, or the chief pricds in particular, ihoCild not enquire 
who John was, and from what parents he arofe; when firil 
be began to baptize, and drew all orders about him, Curi. 
ofity alone would lead the generality to make this enquiry ; 
and the chief priefts muft have done it on other motives. Noy 
could iht-y pofljbly remain ignorant of the true chara^ers of 
Zacharias and Elizabeth ; iince all the other priefts, who 
had lived in the fame neighbourhood with then), muft cer^ 
tainly have known very well, what reputation they h^,d in 
fadt maintained ; and were the very perfons, to whom the 
. < D 3 chief 
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gine, that among no lefs than ten of his father -s 
^le£i friends, and two Rabbis, whom be had 
chofen to rejoice with him, at the feaft for the 
circumcifion of an unexpe6i;ed fon, there fliould not 
be one, who ibould have common hone% enough 
to refufe becoming an accomplice in fo wicked s^ 
confpiracy ? Nothing can farther exceed the bounds 
pf credibility, than this fuppofition would ; except 
what we muft at the fame time fuppofe, in order to 
(convift John of the forgery in debate ; that he not 
only determined to attempt corrupting them, but 
a&ually fuccee4ed. 

Though the evangelifts have given us no ac- 
count of thofe perfons who were prefent at the 
Baptift's circumcifion ; the occafion of the meet* 
ing itfelf is fulHcient to convince us, that they 
tnuft certainly have been perfons of good moral 
chara6ler6, and virtuous reputations. Zacharias 
called them together, in compliance with the 
tuftom of his country, to rejoice with him for 

chief pricfts and rulers would have applied, for information 
about them.'*— On both thefe accounts therefore it mull be al« 
lowed, that that exemplary charader, which Luke has without 
fcruple afcribed to Zacharias and Elisabeth, could be no other, 
than what had always been admitted as their inte chara6|er ; 
but more efpecially from the time when John began .firil to 
baptize ; at which time, it is certain, no falfe account of them, 
would have been fuSered by th« chief priefts to gain ground. 

• the 



Seft;* |. JOftN jJAPjri&T anp ^wus Christ. $$ 

.thp birth of a foa^ born after h^ had loft all hopes 
pf halving children. This was m event, which mull 
h9.ve given (o much pleafiire to Zaciiarias, and more 
eipecially to Elizabeth ^, that it cannot be doubted^ 
but they would certainly invite fuch of their moft 
intimate friends to rejoice with them upon it, a^ 
would render the family meeting as fatisfa£lory as 
poffible. Whoever they were then, that met to re-^ 
joice with Zacharias upon this occafion, they could 
not b^ any of his mere common acquaintance ; 
perfons whofe lives and converfations he miglit 
know but little of, and be as little folicitous 
about; but,- on the contrary, tliey muft have 
been fuch of his belt friends and relations, as he 
Jkoew would take part moit fincerely in his prefent 
iatis&^ion. 

Now from hence it b certain, that they muft 
Jiave been perfons of integrity, and unblemiflied 
reputation. For how can it be imagined, that a 
prieft, who had maintained to old age an exem* 
plary character, could have formed his moft in- 
timate conned;ions with ^perfons of abandoned 
principles, and diffolute lives ? How is it poffible 
he ihould have formed friendfhips, and kept up 
jin intimate correfpondence, with thofe, whoie 
coippany would have been a diigrace to his pro- 

• See Luke i. 24, 25. 

D 4 feffioo, 
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feflion, and whbfe condu6fc mufi have been oppofite^ 
to his own ? Had he conduced hlmfelf in this mai^f- 
ner, he could neither have acquired, nor preferved, 
that virtuous reputation, which he died pofleffed of. 
He wjas now likewife arrived at that advanced time 
of life, when other caufes of intimacy lofe their in- 
fluence, and good men value their friends, more 
than ever, for the internal difpofition and good prin- 
ciples of the heart. Thofe friends therefore, w^hom 
Zacharias felefited to rejoice witii him upon thid 
-occafion, we may reft fatisfied, muft have been, like 
himfelf and Elizabeth, perfons of approved probity 
and worth. - 

What then can be more incredible, than that 
John fliould imagine he could prevail with no 
lefe than twelve perfpns, of fuch worthy chafac-* 
ters as his parents and their friends certainly were, 
to become, all on the, fudden, extravagantly 
wicked, and affift him in the profccution of a 
moft impious impofture? And even had it been 
poffible for him to have refolved upon attempting 
thisj by what ftrange fatality could it happen, 
that they Ihoidd all, without exception, approve 
his wicked defigns, and all become at once h 
hardened in iniquity, that neither the cuftomary 
ftings of remorfe, nor even thefeverer terrors of 
a death-bed, ihould induce any one of them, ever 
after, to inake confeflfion of his crime ? No ex- 

pedientsi 
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pedients whatever can render fuch fuppofitions even 
in the very loweft degree credible, or capable of 
being allowied. 

And what views of advantage could John have 
to propofe to his partnts and relations, in oixier 
to engage them in fo iniquitous an undertaking; 
^hich, on fo many other accounts, it muft have 
Appeared to him plainly impoflible for them to ap- 
prove ? Some furely he muft have thought neceifaiy 
for this end ; and yet his defign, planned as we 
muft fuppofe him to have planned it, could not ad- 
mit of any. 

The prbpheqies and revelations which they at- 
tefted, and which muft either have been his coiw 
trivance alone, ' op the joint produce of all, were 
fuch as would at all times have made it requifite 
for him to refufe all earthly power and honours. 
He was to be great indeed * ; but then it was to be 
in thejight of the Lord, not of man. His life and 
manners were to be diftinguiftied from thofe of 
other men ; but, inftead of being rendered re- 
markable by a more fplendid pofleffion of human 
enjoyments ; " he M'as to drink neither wine nor 
'' ftrong drink;" and to live in a continued 
courfe of abftinence and mortification. He was 
to aflUme the charafter of an inftru6lbr of man- 

* X-ukei, 15* 

kind ; 
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jciod > but, £»* from being U> poffi^ the allure- 
jrnei|t2S of hpm.an wiiidom ajid philoibphy, '^ be was 
** to be filkd with the Holy Ghoft fro»i his mq- 
" ther's l^^pmb," He was to preacb the 4oQnne of 
jr^pent9«nce ; of ^U others the mofi dire3;ly c^lcu* 
leJbii t9 di*^w Mf^on bim a general hatred and avpr* 
^ion ; and, ^^ to give knowiedgie of (alvation by the 
** i^piiflipu pf their fins" to that people, wbp va- 
)u^ tbi2!9iielves ib bi^y on being the fibiiB (tf 
Abif^ara. In fine, he was profefledly to renounce 
the high cbarader of the Mefliab ; and to lay claim 
to no other honour, than that of a meiTenger, who 
-WM 10 prepare his way before him, in the referred 
and retired manner of Elias. 

Th J9 befog the plot be contrived ; if it was ifh, 
4eed a plot of his own contrivance ; what rewards 
i:oiiil4 he poSibly propofe tp !^charias and £liza- 
b^tby and their Iriends, fufficient to induce them 
to embark in fi> iniquitous an impofture? It b 
evident he could have none to offer. And to fup- 
pofe, notwithftanding, that he could think it pof- 
fible, that k^ many perfons of virtuous reput£^on 
ihould all agree to join in carrying on fo wicked, 
and, at the fame time, fo uielefs a delign ; and, 
Sn coniequence of this opinion, that he could at- 
tempt to feduce them; and farther, that, in fa€t, 
they all heartily embraced it, and ever after ad- 
hered to it ; would be contradifting the firft prin- 
, . . ciples 
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ciples of common feiife, and all experi^ice ; mi 
utterly confounding all diitind;ion between fialihjoad 
and truth/ 

But, incredible as the fuppoi^tion miiil unr 
4oubtedly be allowed, let us fuppofe thefe twelve 
perfons, of unblemilhed integrity, to havie becomfi^ 
all q.t once, the mpft accompliihed jpipollors. Even 
this cQnceflion itfelf will not yet make it poiTibl^ £dr 
the i^ipollurein debate to l^v^ be^n i^rft conbived^ 
and thus iet on foot by the Baptiit For, had 
it been his contrivance, even the joint tdti^iony 
pf all thefe in it^ fuppwt- would have been utterly 
^nfufficient to prevept it froqt) being prefently exi- 
ploded. 

It has been already oUeryed^ 4hat Joba muft 
at lead have arrived at man's eftat^, before h(S qui 
he conceived capable of entering qpoa A^cb a der 
fign. So that, whatever aflbciates he might thaa 
engage in it, muft till that time have b^en totally 
ignorant of every particular qf the plot ; and^ 
coniequently, coul4 never ha^ made mention of 
any of thefe divine revelations, as having accom-* 
panied tl^e birth of John, during the long inti&rval 
of about twenty years, which muft have elapfed 
fince he was bora. But after fuch a fUence as 
^is, had they all agreed to publifli relations of any 
fuch miraculous eyepts ; it cannot be doubted, 
what omft hav^ been th^ fuccefs of fo fqpliflii an 

attempt 
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attempt to impofe upon the common fenfe of 
mankind! 

Who could poffibly have given credit to fio- 
ries of fo extraordinary a nature ; which, if 
related at the very firft, required to have been 
fb well attefted ; when it ihould appear, that not 
one of thofe witneffes, upon whofe teftimony only 
they muft ftand or fall, had ever made the leaft 
mention of them, for fuch a feries of years ? It 
would have heen utterly impoffible for any of 
them, and more efpecially for Zacharias, to ac<^ 
count fatisfaftorily for their entirely fupprefling 
fuch events, at the time they came to pafs ; when 
aftonifhment alone would have led every honeft 
nndefigning fpeftator to reveal them ; as well as 
for making them known at laft, when they were 
plainly calculated to ferve an interefted view, 
after having fo long fupprefled them. Such a con- 
du£^, it muft have been clear to all, could have 
proceeded from nothing lefs than ibme diftioneft 
agreement between them ; and, confequcntly, 
muft have deprived their teftimony of all regard, 
however credible witneffes they might otherwife 
have been* 

What more natural, nay, what more unavoid- 
able, than this enquiry ; how fo many honeft men 
could have agreed among themfelves, abfblutely 
to iupprefs fuch extraordinary revelations of the 

will 
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will of God, as, according to their own acooitiit 
of them, it was of the utmoft importance, fliould 
be publifbed to mankind ? " He ihall be great,'* 
faid the angel to Zacharias, " in the fight of the 
" Lord ; — and many of the childi^n of Ifrael 
" Ihall he turn to the I^rd their God. And he 
" Ihall go before him, in the fpirit and power of 
" Elias ; to turn the hearts of the fathers to, the 
" children, and the difobedient to the wifdom of 
" the juft, to make ready a people prepared for the 
" Lord * " Zacharias himfelf too prophefied, 
^* And thou, child, Ihalt be called the prophet 
" of the higheft, for thou Ihalt go before the 
" face of the Lord, to prepare his w^ays, to 
*^ give knowledge of falvation to his people, by 
^' the remiflion of their fins f." Thefe were dit 
penfations, w^hich, the mpft fimple could not but 
at once perceive, requirfed the proofs of John'i^ 
divine commiffion to be publilhed to mankind. 
It muft therefore have occurred to every one, 
that whoever could agree among themielves to 
fupprefs thofe miraculous events, by which alone 
thefe difpenfations could be confirmee^ muft have 
been perfons of no lefs abandoned principles, than 
fuch as could deliberately combine together, to 
pppofe the merciful difpenfations of God, and 

• Luke i. 15, 17. f Ibid. i. 7^,77. 
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dbfiiti6fc the univerfal happiilefs 6f main. So that, 
had it been poffibie for John hiihfelf toKave en- 
feted upon, and engaged his parefits and relations 
in fo foolilh a deflgn, thibir long und,voidable filence, 
Mth regard to all thefe aiftonifbing events, which 
they iftuft now at length have attested, was abun- 
dantly fuffit jent to prevent any on6 from paying the 
leaft ifegard to th^ir reports *. 

Above all th^ reft ; the credit of Zacharias and 
Elizabeth, though hitherto unfufpected, muft on 
tites account have been efFeClually deftroyed. For 
ivery honeft moti^/e, that could poffibly influence 
Ihdir cOnduQ; upon fuch an occafion, would have 
fitinfpired together^ in forcing them to publilh 
Ihfefo divine revelations, had they ever really been 
Hliade. If he was a i&aA of pfobity and virtue, he 
ftoiild riot ha^e refblvecf to conceal from mankind 
feh lingular tnanifeftations of th6 over-ruling pro- 
vM^ihce of 6^od. If k prieft of piety and reli* 
^#n>, he dould not halve dared to withhold from 

. * Nay, their teHimoAy wo^ld n6t only haVe been rcjefted on 
^11 tbefe accoi|i>t8 ; But their charadersf would unavoidably 
have become infamous^ in the judigeinent of all the peoplei 
For, aftioBg the Jews, all fuch as concealed any revelations^ 
^t had been taade to them, were looked upon as one particu- 
dr ^ec)^ otfayepropkeis; and they believed that God woulcj 
execute fevere judgement upon them> as fuch. — See Selden de 
Synedr. Efcr. 1. ST. c. 6. jii\d Lewis's rieb. AAtiq. B. 2. l6. 

hif 
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hfe T«rhole txaAoti thofe divine revelations concerning 
his' own fen ; ihe very fiibftance of which evidently 
fhewed, thdt Gfod certairil;^ . defined theni to be 
made known to all. A^ a defcendaiit of Abraham, 
tad an inheritor of the' prohiifes nfade to his'foi'e- 
fathers, he couid 'not but have been extreAiely 
defirous to be the firft publilher of the joyful tickings 
of the lotig-cxpeSted Meffiah ; he could not but 
have rejoiced exceedingly at the high hoiiour con- 
ferred ujpion himfelf, in bleffing him trith 4 fon 
to be the Meffiah's immediate forerartner. And 
on all thefe accounts together, if he ^^''a^ not pre* 
vented by any diftioneft defigns, he miifl havfr 
burned i+^kh ittipatierice, to m&ke kn6w^n td all 
the neighbourhood where he lived, fliefe certaiil 
aflurances of the approaching deliverance of theif 
whole hatidn, and his own great favdtrt with 
God. • • 

The d^efire even of ehdreafing his dwni'eplifetioilk 
muft have concurred with his regard td vhtUfe 
and religion,, and forced hirn to niake kridwrt fufch 
tniraculous revelations, had they realty accompa- 
nied the birth of his fori. Thefe corifiderafidna 
likewife were fo far from remote, that they mtift 
naturally have occurred to every Jav^ upon the 
firft mention of the cafe. So that though, fdf 
itgument's fake, we Ihould fuppofe Zachariasi 
aivi all the reft, to have entered into a plot to bear 

witneis 
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witnefs to thefe revelations^ at the inflagation of 
John ; this fmgle circumftance^ that they had never 
made the leaft mention of them, for the long in- 
terval of near twenty years, after they were affirmed 
to have come to pafs, muft eflFe9;uaily have betrayed 
the impofture, and caufed it to be univerfally ex- 
ploded. 

Thus it appears impoffible for John himfelf to 
Jiave been the contriver of any fuch impofture, as 
that in queftion, if we fuppofe his parents, and all 
thofe who had been prefent at his circumcifion, to 
have been ftill living, when he was capable of con- 
triving it. 

If now wp fuppofe, what is far more probable to 
have been the cafe, that only fome of them re? 
mained alive, when John may be thought capable 
of forming fuch a defign; tlie impoffibility gf hii 
letting the plot on foot, without its being pre* 
fently rejeCied, becomes more evident thitn before, 
For^ in addition, to' all the arguments already al- 
leged, which muft effectually have deftroyed the 
credit of fuch of them, as .were yet alive to publiih 
thefe relations; the abfolute filence of all thofe, 
who had even died without ever making^ mention 
of fuch miraculous events, would have renderejj 
it ftill more apparent, that, no fuch revelations had 
ever really been madg. That ttiQfe, who now a): 

^'' / \lengti 
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fo long, was what* no mati could believe j but that: 
any of thofe/who wei^ pfefent when they happened^ 
ihOttM even die without revealing thetn, was doubly - 
inot^iible. 

Can it appear poffible then, « for John to have 
fucceeded better in the fuppofed defign i if, in the ' 
laft place, we ihould imagine, that Zacharias and 
£lizabeth| and all wha had been prefent at his 
circumcifion, were dead before he entered u)pon 
at? Gould he take advantage of ^he death of all j • 
and Juccefsfulhf publiih fuch forgeries as tbefe ; ' 
when there w«re no longer any witneffes to be had^ ' 
who could' expreisly declare his pvetenliodd to be 
falfe ? On the contfaryy it is apparent from wha? ' 
l^as juft now been faid^ that this fuppofitioii,. the* 
only one remaining, muft be, ofaU, the moft un^ 
favourable for his plot Por^ could John himfelf 
have been fooliih enough to lay claiiu to a diving ^ 
chara^r^ upon the mere ftrength of theie pre* 
t^ded revelations ; at a time, when he htmielf was 
the only perfon, who aflerted he had ever heard a 
i^Uable ' of them ; and when every one of thofe* 
perfons to whom, iie faid^ they had beep made^ 
Wfere^t length dead ; andhdead too, without having 
ever revealed the leafi hint concerning them ; it 
is apparent he muft at once^ have bom reji^Sted, 
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a|^ the moft ihitmelefs and abandoned of all im- 

ppltors*^ 

Since therefore, on the other hand, it is c«- 
tain, that John .was not only efteemed a true 
prophety by the people in- general, but that ev€» 
the Pharifees themfelves, his avowed and early 
enemies, had no fuch argument : to allege againft 
his pretenfions to a divine commiflion ;. it muft ne- 
ccffarily be acknowledged, that there could he riO' 
room for this decifive objefHon. And thus, to 
convince us that thefe revelations, faid to have: 
accompanied tlie conception and' birth of John^ 
were undohutediy noifed abweuiy hy- Zacharias^. 
aad his friends concerned in them,, throughout all ' 
tHe hill country of Judea^ immediately after Johids^ 
circumci/lon ; and confequently^ that it is abfobtely 
impoifible for themr to havie b^en forged by. John 

' * It would be idle to fuppoHe here, tfiat John might fuborn 
fritneifes to corroborate his own teilimony, by aiferting, that 
they had heard of thefe revelations, tis well as himfelf ; ancP 
tUat by this means his account might gain ground. For,, tiotr 
to infifl on the great apparent difficulty and dangjejrof f^ch aa . 
attempt, it muil have been utterly impolTLblje for John (o havcu 
procured fiich a number, as wpuLd by, any means have been 
fiiificient to give even an air of probabinty to their relations ; 
while the contradidory evidence 4f' others, of no lefs aUthorhy^ 
muft have effsdually prevented! tbeis^eftimoiiy from being t^ 
ceived^. after (p long aa interval Jiad.eli4»fj»l a% thiU^f tvMaliy 
y^arj: 

him- 
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iRmlelf, or any peribns at all cooneded with tdb^ 
qftei; thift time ; we bare, at once, the expre& 
affijffaoce of the erangeM^ the obvious nature of 
the dung itfelf) and the unqwftioaable leftknony of 
tiie very eneoaies of John. 
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Suppojing there was any deceit at all in the cajfe^ 
what the nature and defign of the whole impofiure 
muji have been; and who mufi have been con-- 
cerned in planning it out^ and carrying it on. 

1 HE miraculous ercnts, faid to have accom- 
panied the birth of the Baptift, having thus ap- 
proved themfelves fuch as could not poffibly be 
forged, either by Luke, or any of Jefus's difciples, 
after John^s death ; or by John himfelf^ or any one 
elfe in conjunction with him, feveral years after his 
birth ; there remains but one fuppofition more^ 
which can poffibly account for them on the foot of 
an impofture- 

If the events in queftion did not really come 
to pafs, in that fupematural manner in which they 
are related ; then the wl^ole muft have been a plot, 
concerted before the Baptifi's birth> between his 
parents Zacharias and Elizabeth, and whoever elfe 
fliall appear to have been concerned with them in 
carrying it on. And all this muft have been con- 
trived purpofely to impofe their fon upon the Jews 

for 



* 

'*fyt ^tt pvopj^i) ^hgom they eip^fted^Crbd irould 
Vifeiid- to; pyockim tlte comkig of the liliAfth. 
i. |ii4^jaow^ tlm?^dre tie^ltffiiry to conficleri whether 
Mj^ fiippo^on is at iiH^niCPre capable of beii^g aid- 
-fliitted, ^htiti ei^r of the former. ^Aiofd t6 proceed 
ia- -this' ditquipy witil imftniefi- swl certntfty, it rim 
be^rdquifite,: in the fifd: piftde, to1«ke»f^l ^ew of 
4|he mbcHe fcheme of tiiet impoftafe/IA t&& |>vde<;ii- 
#§tv of ^hich; Zttct^iiis rndb, or! (l]fisvAi^^^$6irti(ni, 
liav^'befen e^ged j^ i(»iwdl as t«''Kii^=> oieHaSi% 
t*iilit«ffrdc£MMhie'ii^''hftvd^1«eieb mmeSb^viUdt, 

ivttth br ifetfehoddi o¥^«he fui^«ltieM^4SlM#f JNMh 
eovfideHiig the 4»ft^^f'«he' fu|)fii^fii9QibAgft fi^ 
drcum^nces andfituaiion of all the per^ksf'<!Qtf- 
•€$Mtli^-i^ the mdtmer in whiehV^itifflaU^ %p|lear, 
Oiey teflft aaUaWy hiJl*fe ^ftdvrCfed'il,^' ''- •' '^ ' ^ 
'''ibif, If 1^ 'feveriil> ^rccimftancel' df '^ thtiifi^, 
<t^ tfti ) ihik < fiippidfifibh,' 'noitift UtiW' c6ht?iVed 
tii«- iAm' k^'qileAidtv 'i»jiil& • make' it li^o^dlbfe'ibr 
ti^nii tb 4kve .been 'en^g^ in Jtich ^ uhdei^ 
iiiMng ;^ befi<ies, 'tlil^ ^tiiipol^d' im^tur6 itSl 
ieir'ihiaaid prove 'lb>^fiffia^ in itsti^ iiatui«;-^ii 
to maJe^ 4t- inipo^ibl<$1ll»^' Se^vd, thtli anyl^ 
«ould be fooliih en«^i't«'-RAye ^tijfl(hed'<iti;-& 
and) 1^1!^ 'if )ibv^M]^i<K^r^^(hdUMa<»tfeuf in 

' ES* been 



\ 



ibeen 9doptiA:hjtbem/ifl^j^h^; Zaet^afkr, and 
all coiicerBetl; maft Jb^ acqitttted of all fii^pir^iif 

By : hyis^ together fome oircubiftftiicto M^ kor 

.ppr^nceiqi tha cafe, U will in^wediately^ bejfeon 

l;hj|t if ^^iLg^ri^js w$ig really/ eqgpiglSd in tbe cqi|- 

4i^va^09 '^ye ^ftyeju^ been Aippofix^ he:<pi^ tfot 
1^: tbe Gj^ly fi^Gia ^|io pl^Mpppi^, ^d cAtf>e<^ it Ok^ 
Om ^.cfMg$f«ryat will . be* fpHQd, tbat i^iaiever 
fi^rgefi^ ,war§ .awwie public byi ZadkUf^jW 
£I|;Eabeth relalii^g to Jobp ; jQfeph.fa|i(l*JM^ muft 

iaii4 ^(le^fM'm ito^&exn^ b^tt^tbe plcrt;Jbieif drofli 

|t wi^. appear, Ukewii^, (hat if the iiApiatft^^vV^ 
p<^ed with reg^d to Jpl^ ^ «ny real f^^yQ^edQe^ 
tiis aioife vfe^ pot the so/to&.d^figp S^h^riftf. muft 
jhave bepn ^ng^gpcl in ctmflejFtiog ; hMt tbw» JwMI 
^i^|»e(v,l^ l^e feipe ^,' a^piitr^ l|«iii>r«lid 
put , in ^^ecaticjn, relatit>g to ^ary'l . )j|» #i i* tfea 
Pfoje^p, jipd; iHppoft of ;whicj|i,:; ^ac^a« ,^ 
J^izabetlt ipuft Imye ;^fiD JQiiiay.,«9g|«6^ vfth 
a^Qfeph an^ ^ary tbenpfelires.;^ ^^,tru^ «f tbeie 
a^eiflaop)* .fr^. prefeatly appciw*, 



9elL i. jofttr baftmt akd j£ftu§ christ. $5 

^eralpartiGisilars of adeep*kid Impofiure; Zacha^ 
4A», yffe 6aif entered upon his defign, by pre* 
tiNiAdg %t> have ieen an angd in the temple, vHlib 
foretold even the conception as well as the birth of 
litt foi ; cdfi^miitiding Zachartas, when the time 
Mine, to iliitiie faim John ; and dtdaring him or* 
44iaed; «i God to^be &e immediate forerunner i4 
tjtud M^ah. That to prevent people from quef* 
tRtning the truth of fo extraordmary a reveiatioog 
^ MtSMimibtlj Irigned Imnfelf dumb ; fignifyinf^ 
that ^ the angal :had deprived him of speech, for. 
% cikrtaitt period, wKioh he affigned as a putiifli* 
weiM^ior hiy ha^ng doubted the trath of ikosi 
filtomfiHng pMd^^ T%aty in due time aftw' 
tUa^ ins wife Eliwiietb was delivered of a fon, as 
^ pretended tile angel -had foretold (he ihould be.' 
T%tit to confirm ftili farth^ the an^fs appdEirahce 
ili< the temp^ which was to ferve for the foundation 
•JF liie wh6le impoftave ; Zachari^sy at Ms foh's 
cttieooNs^B, named Mm John ; and immediately 
(yaMMdkig to httiMb hiid his fpeeck inftantaneoufly 
j^tbimA, aiccord&ng to tiie aiigd^s pretended decla* 
ration, he began to return thanks to >G6d for l^is 
gracious xlif]^nfttioni3. And, in nne, to give a 
* ijlhltrongbrfimftida td^ the fotilre divine charad*' 
ter of his fon, andto ^jCiMtr the wNde plot with Hf 
greater air of folemnity^ he himfelf immediately 
affumed the llyfe ^ of infpiration/ '^ahd' ibroke out 
I'ui^'^t E 4 into 



\^ a pG9^9o4(4 p«9|A)(M:y:i ^fomtetfiig, ibM .tb» 

Jl^aii hjuafelf w>^;at} l«f)gt)i.,oa tjie,' (!9pa$ pf «|^ 
If^iogS .w^d,. as ^%e,.j^ .Jf^. wdisr prAlM 
to1^,i))s.ug»q;9?(Uate|foreim ..'. ,; ,,) hi .>•;. : 

lOjt^ %Mije <rf ipBofiHP^uvtitCb: we «re,ci»oi» 
^e,}^t9-ifail^itf»>l^ 4e%ai; audi bee th^iiMU 

*! .'^M?^ '' Af4>lik fwKttber^rao^Rtareii, and^fiudi 

7< ^riu^)<hor;i tbei^ is none; 6^ ,t% kind^bd^ 
V. .t^t.M fjjll^: by tWs ^qpnid. . And; they iokade 

** Upd ,^ jA^iH-;a i«r|kiBg-leUe, and mMe^t 
"" #0W8» ')W flfWP »»; ii^Mji And tbe^. >ioaii>t 
'f f ,yelIfldniMJ)t.", ' ;.:: u.. ;.;..• ' '• ' .• M'  
^. ^AD ftf)% ;gacI)aria!S.aIrea4y>^((^;Ag^ jBUiniMtii} 
Hi.tljie p|-<>ifeq|tioi| of iiiiN»v«rid*(%a^<i^ 

v.[..';.' J!.'- • . '::■ i-'' jJ ,':J!«i:f< •■•-■■ • • ■'  .: 
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§muA fietf. on tius occafion, braakmg tiRtni|^ llie 
•Mftbin . ctf 'iiec; eouDfti^, tptiw no imaJl ^tpH«8 df 
'•tt!tiMSir.i)UKtialM pi«fitot> ;. evidebUy for iM adMlr 
^, rtbali; «b' <fbey tke' p(«liBaded condli'andi ^^ 
ttei iu#lr to iZtdifeiias, «id by that iiii<aifi> ^(^ 
firm the bttUef fd his i^pearaiice m ttJe^ftfii^. 
JmmMfv^^f^S«'^^^B«^ c^rtuttly, 'froKia^^^ ^e 
i«..lMfi»" hffm'bMii >eng«g«d ih ytacMieig V^ 
^iDt,:wtiMi MdianA»^hid tobtn>eidr'fo'^i^h%^€Dr 
Hk iftuadoiM dfiiithe iiirtorei'impofttire' b^^iffieir 

■0^ri. 1 > . ::r:^ ciii i-; . ) > • t^*- ' 

iiai and^ BHSftibMh witA Veittly the. «fiea' df f^l^ 
th^ audlieclAi; thertf ibuli likeTf ife 4ave ti^en 

:.;ji V' ./ i:^u/ /■ ' i •■ '• *'• '  >■ •• ' 

:*f' aibKoialHiiav^'uAliaiy giWii to^fae ^hiM aH the time of 

always had regard U\ the came o^ iboie .j^fon of^diiiindi«|iy 
who had been of. the, family."— Lewis's . ^Heb, Antiq; B. 4i 

on. I* 

'' Ood at the fame dme inftituted clrcumciiion, and changed 
t^lPtmrsiofiAbrnhfimand Sulii v hence the cuftM idf gjifing 
na^»£ft.^ tl]j|^r{Xhii4Feii a( ^^ tiQEie ^ tbi^r^di^iimiafiflp.? /^ ; ::$ 

^' Amongil the-feveral, accounts^ ^hy ibis or. (hat nfl^etW|||| 
given to. the.mns^ this was one that chieHy obtainecL viz^ 
]?bf'<h^'ioM)W of fome perfon, whom'they efteemed, they gave 
tl^.diild bis MukM^. - Whkfa'feems to hkve guided' thmiftidiis 
cfifi^ beip i^thimZlckary UmCiif^^Mag diiis<H d0l|}din'<glmali^ 
hjf. mind ki^owiv to tli^m<^Lighffoot^ <t»M<\|llp hytQr^y^lU 

p. 387< and {ikewife VoL I. p. 421, 

• •  

. . another 



'Ikm^ hyJofefk zxA Mary; and^^ muft (Mhsxfm 
-IliMi t<ei^pii!ged'to$^^i' in the jo^imiiiieiitioii of 
'||pf4, Tb^>lih6 ct>»»^^n c^ the: plate tbemfeltes; 
m4 ti^ ii4v>te Cf^ndad :i(^ all the pilties^ vfll ob%i > 
^.Ifit^^kflfti^^dp^^ .' •'; .1-. . 

4^A|i^A8 l^eg^.his pifslmiidd pto^ 



V . .» 






4{)W4f«#«>W^ i^ipfi^*^; and hathJAifed «{» 
** an horn of fttivatbn for us in the hode of .faai 
"cfeftW^ PflUfidj ^i|erip«>ke>^jr.>d|6;l|»illi.«tf 
«jjijis-il>o^ prppb€^,i;wl¥«^ Mf!B t>«6n finee that 
*Lw^ l?eg»?i,*." [ -iCWB #*««>»«*», it » pW"^' 
could not poffibly rdate to Jolm, wbo was not 
^, tlS^e hwfe; of iD!»¥id} vm. tovaiqr «^r per- 
i^^ tban tiie M«ffiab 'himfeif. ^d in it Za^ 
dtti'iiu prt)j^hetik»Hy rfeaared, tibdt tiife! God of 
l^i^lfuid; at that time, raifed mm up usam^ 

vfill^ !tbmi;8ft^ vAftiiitalrr]^ ion lu^h fl^fito 

fliit l&ie, haire fcWrid out fdme of I>avid's de- 
iC^e^a^tk, who had embarked w^h him p ti4sr 
4!?f?RTli^i4eigP ; ,»pd, in t«»ef}rt wiOi liim, hadi 
atseadyifixfid) iqfKxi ibkne deftencbuit of tiiek> biim^ 
|iUn&/^--^ho ihoikkl afterwards affunie the facr^d^ 

• Luke i. 68. 

- . " V '. V- chap 
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4:)iitfaarr o£ tlK Mifiiih. To bive nmrid fiicii 
a propbftk^ ^edsmtioD, wHboot firft proyMRii^Sgr 
JteaecoQ^diliiMiit, wouU hare beeii^piirpoftl^ be<» 
tmyiog hii ir«Qt of real inipinrtioi^ and pubUflndg 
the wbole deoeit 

«re»t.|»Tqfy6|fighta8this, inUiqoiMdiltafy'ap^ 
feom t^e Mlomrins aceooQt of ftirerfd «[xtm9r4ii)W7 
^rmtSy fai4 to have ame fo {»& above lkt(»mmtiit 
befinre tbe^ birth of Jotm; and $0Qiequept^ finne 
Jit^ tioie longer be^re Zaduurias\d^i^red tht» 

« 4(9^ • ^ H» |5ajkb(Wpiith,'' a|^,bis ap* 
psQsmm ff>^Z*<*ari»» "'t|i6 ang^l Qa1>|jf)l.wa$ 
** fpv/bifeqm God, iiitfo acity Qf Galttfic^ n«wd 
f^ Naau^th; to a #P]pQ ^poufed to a itm yholb 
f*, pBJBOfi wi|8 Jofeplh, of die houie . of . I^vM ; and 
^ tlte vyrgin's name waa Mary." And. .the an* 
/' galcami^ in unto bety. and 6id> , Kful, tboa 
^' th^ ,i|rt highly fai?C(arqd, the. UtPiuia niith 

^[Jimsk^^ art l')^)^ swps% VO^fC^r. i. And 
^^ w}ien;flie^:fyw him, ifae was troubW athiB iay« 
*' ing, 81)4 caft in bar mind wbat.ma^iiieil'vof .iSdif^ 
f' tf^t^ontiiiy .Oiou|4;;be. Andthej»ng|ljfia4;M|it» 
"« hesr, ^e^ not,; Maijf, .for thpu hsft-fofwrf ,fe. 
'^ v^ur^vnfh Op|j. Aod.lN^j^ thftu ,4M|lt «pD> 

• /. . ■.•'.■;. ..'i i.i  h-'XA : . I " 

f j.«at^i»,2»-<?. ■•., ,,:, ...1 . 
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** cei?t 



ibiheki?m^fwi>rtAfl ari^'^f^g r(i^f(«a'>!btii'' ahd 

« his father David. And he fliaflt fe^if'oN^*^^ 
/fs«l<CV«#titbte:mii«ird.^it^lltiJ'ifi^'MA^^^«^ 

«ritthtid^*ttf^'^ "Bteiyn^ftoftP ffi'Ali'f <»Me ^iijib^ 

« ihadow thee ; therefore, aM^;-'tfo>1i&ff>f%Hifig 
'l!lhl*ifflftfl-be <4ibi«''k)f-*li»eO«6iaff iSe «^ 
«^>«c{eidr'^^o&; t-Af^behoM<'»f'>«milltf WSmm, 
*<^'«wrhflftii'lli^'J*otii»iv%tf>W'ron-1d m»%}lS} age, 
Aoihil flMl %'ttle'>^i{Md» fii»m#ifl} &^,'>'<^owas 

f-4iri|ri«ribte^ Mar ^al^"f«M/"!Beh^"the K^hai 
f/^tttaidr^ thbi'ldt^l? W^4t Qtfto rii% i£(<66Mi[f^. to 
t»ti8hyeie«fea>^l A^ i^m^ •dfe^ftAecl'*oAf''Wr. 

WlWittk 'llRfeft^h.''JMnd^'i#fetoie #»pfift,' that 

♦wttke^JwMft^pe^' • W4i(l^»4oinl»<^  Wif « Eflfetbet^ 
" was filled with the Holy Ghoft. And Ihe 
« fpake out with'tlBa* V<^e^ and faid, Bleffed 
•'■e^ " «« art 
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" oitk^memb^ And whence is this to me, thalT 
^fitbe 'mottier of my Loird ikdl come to me? fW 
^i Id I; Iff f(H>ii .as tbe voke of ll^ falutalSb»' 
'^ibDnied}iQ iay ^aii, thi^ babe leaped in my 
^V };eoiiA> etfor joy. Al^d Idefibd is ihe «hat be-^ 
*i Uevedu; for-tbe^eviS^Il^be a^ perfiHinahea of 
*t tbofe^ tbin^y; ii^liich^ ^^re- fold^ ^er from tibef 
*! Jtofd. 1 ^id^ Mary faid, My foal* doth niagti^^ 
•t the Xdni, ^and my fpirit^hath rejoiced & Gt)d^ 
iky Savioor. Fw be Mtb regarded the lovv^ 
eAfate of bis handmaidiesri ; for behc4d> from^ 
^ he^ecfilrtli aU'^^erati<3^5 Ihftll callmebl^fibdv 
*\ For he that is mi^ty hath'^one irie ^eiifc^ttings,' 
-. and holy fe bisname> And his mfercy is oh them' 
tha,t ftfu' bimi^om genei^tion to generation. H6$ 
hath ihe wed ftrength with hb arm, he hatbftat-' 
'^ terad didproudin the imagination of their hearts* 
"He hath put down tfee mighty from -their feats,- 
^\ and exalted' them of low degree; he hath fitted 
"- the hungry with good things, ahd tiie rich b& 
^S^ faatb fent empty away. He hath holpen.his ier<H 
*^i vant I&k^i in remembrance of his mercy ; as- 
- he fpake to oUr' fathers/ to Abraham, and td" 
" ;hi8ifeedforje\rer.---^And .Mary abode; with her' 
^Vctbout three months^ and returned tb^bei^ omt^ 

-.' .i •.•• i';::' '• ' The-- 
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I^E particulars of this extr^ddhsiry r^atim 
will not iuff^r us to .doubt the truth of tiie folbwii^ 
concl^fiona. Firft, that if tiat. part of the events' 
liere recorded, whi€h relate to John^ were the 
eSeOs of eontFivance aud decmt ; there mi^' 
unqueitioaably have been two connected, thcw^ 
diftin^ fcheoies of impoiture, fet on foot by the' 
fiune .peribns, at th^^ f^xne time ; which, tafcra' 
togsAkeVf formed the whok of thdr plot^-^A&d' 
fecondly, that tliough one part of this eontrivanct' 
was more immediately under the dire6tioD of Zaeha^, 
rias BXidElizabethy becaufe it was of fuch a natave^ 
that they only could cooduft it ; aod the others for 
the fame reafon, was {Hrmcipally executed hyMmy' 
and Jqfeph ; yet the whole defign muft from the \f^ 
ginning have been planned, and agreed-upon^ be-' 
tween All the Four. 

Ths clofe conned;ion between the angeVa two 
meflages to Zacharias and Mary, one of which' 
exprefsly makes mention of the other; joined to&e 
fiill more immediate depondanee of Zacharias'^' 
prophecy upon both } Ihews plainly, tltat if the 
firft of#thefe revelations was a forgery, the fecoiid' 
muft have been fo too ; and that both muft have 
bpen jomtly contrived by all the pactiea concerned. ' 
H^ either appearance of the angel been real, 
and, confequentiy, either meflage a divine reve- 
latiop ; whichever it was, it could not have borne 

teP 



tefiimony to the trdlik'of'Otiie that m'&s fbr^eA^ 
Nor could ttpa^diftin^tiehetties of impofiiire ' have^ 
been fo contrived, that one (hould neceflarily pre-^ 
&ppofe, and' depend inlmediately upon the other ; ' 
but by tbe original agreeiiieift^ iuid joint (confpiraiey 
of the authors of AoM* > ; . 

The intercourie iikewife betitroen 'Elizabeth and 
Mary ; tbeil* mutual dedamtiotis of the immediate 
loterpofition of God, in making one of them the 
mother of the MeiSah, and the other of his imme- 
diate forerunner; their reciprocal congratuia,tion» 
upon this remarkable account; and their prophetic, 
declarations* in cenfeqiience of it ; all tbefe p^rticu- ' 
lars prove to demonftration, that from the beginning 
they muft have afted in concert to fupport each 
other's pretenlions ; and^ confequently, that what*- 
ever impoftures were carrying (Wiamongthem, Mary 
muft, from the firft^ have been jointly engaged with 
Elizabeth atKi Zacharias in the contrivance of the 
whole deceit. 

That Jofeph Iikewife mull have been a prin- 
cipal in the plot, both the nature of the cafe, and ' 
feveral pi^culars in his condiift, will undeniably ' 
prove. When Mary began the part flie performed, 
Ihe had been already for feme time efpoufed to 
Jofephy and was Ihortly to become bis wife ♦. 

' *••- - * ' -So* 

s the particular here taken notice of made a part of the 
matntfionial rites among the Jews, to which we have nothing 

iimilar 



« 



S<^ circumfianced, it i$ pbimfy iticredible^ thar 
Zadiarias and Elizabeth fliould atteixq)t to engage' 
Her in a contrivance Of iiicfa a nature, ad thk^ tivJEifa<% 
out firft^ engaging Jq/iph to. aflift in the fame de^ 
iSgQ. The obvioug 'and .neoeflary .confequeniee: 
muft othei*wife have been that Jofeph wonld im-*^ 
mediately have become their' profeiled enemy; 
Mary's reputation muft very foon have ^been 

fimilar ourfelres ; it may be proper here to obferve, that 
afaong the Jews no one could be married^ who had not been 
before ejpoufid. That the ceremony of the ejpoufal was as 
much a^^xed, and neeejary rUt^ as thofe more immediately 
obferved at the final completion of the marrikge* The dtf« ' 
ferentybn7» oft/foufimg were all minutely prefcribed ; they werer . 
to^be tranfa£ted before witnefles; and they were celebrated with 
a feail* The efpoufal was a folemn engagement between the fe* 
vera! parties concerned, ejfentially preparatory to lYm marriage ; 
and the times which were to elapfe between them, were limited 
in iome refpeds. From the time of thp eJpc^fU^ the woman ^ 
was confidered as the tctfe of the man to whom ilie was,efpoufed } 
in every refpefi^ except that they did not lire together i and 
the utmofi care and caution were obferved, in the regulation 
of her condUd ; as the fame capital pumjhments were inflicted 
on herf on account of any failures in it during this interval^ 
before the marriage^ as (^er ihe was a^iually married ; and were 
•ten extended^ in fome degree, to thofe under whofe care Ibe 
now remained.— See all the particulars relating to this point 
at large, in Selden's Ux. Heb. L 2. c. 3, and 8. — Bafuage> 
Hift. of the Jews, B. 5, I9j feft, 0, &c, — Lewis's Heb. Antiq, 
B. 6. c. 33, S5f S6. AUix*s Reflea. on the O. T. ch. 20, 

bUUied; 
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Wafted ; and the integrity ^of Zacharii& and Eliiea- 
beth theoifelves would hAve been hindered, at leall, 
fo extremely fufpicious, that, though their, iniqui- 
tous defigns (hould not have been plainly detefted, 
yet their whole intended impofture muft have been 
effed;ually put an end to. . 

NoK is it more certain, from the very nature of 
the cafe) that Jq/ephi as well as Mary^ mu% from 
the beginning, have been engaged in the profecu- 
tibn tirf the plot ; than it is clear, Trom his own 
conduQ;, that he was at leaft as active in promoting 
i^ as any of tbera alL No focmer had Zacharias 
played his part at the circumcifidn of John, than 
Jofeph began his ; with an account of fiill more 
divine revelations made to himlelf ; . all evidently 
calculated to ferve the fanie ddfign, and promote 
the^credit of thofe already given out by Zacharias 
and Mary* 

" Now * the birth of Jefus was on this wife, 
**^ When as his mother Mary Was efpoufed to 
" Jofeph, before they came togetfier, flie was found 
" with child of the Holy Ghoft. Then Jofeph her 
^^ hulband, being a juft man, and not willing to 
^< make her a public example, was minded to put 
** her away privily. But while he thought on 
^ thcffe thmgs, behold, the angel of the Lord ap- 

 Matt. i. iS— 24. 

]^ " peared 
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f ^ petrtd untjd him in a dreamy %}4g9 Jof0ph» 
^' tboa foil of David, fe^. not to take unto thee 
" Mary thy wife ; for thi^t which is comceiYed in 
^* har i$ of the Holy Ghoft, And fluefliaU bring 
f' £6rth.a ifon^ niid thou (hult c^U hia n&jne Jesfus ; 
for he (hall ftive bis people from ii^beir finfi*--r*Tl>«i 
Jofeph, being raiii^d from ileep^ did as ths aiigel 
of the Lord had bidden bin|^ cugud took uoho him 
'^' \m wife.'' 

Thvs did Jpfeph mdeaaroiir to % engthen Idi^ 
nuthoiity of what Mary had already nedated, sxtmr 
ceming her futone fon ; fome months before Jefiis 
wm horn. And to this re^velaiiosv we find, heaAen> 
wairds added tmo i»ore, admijsably fitted to propaoiote 
the feme end. . 

" AqrD * when they," the wife men, " were de- 
parted, behold, the an^ of the L(vd appeanslh 
to Jofeph in a dream, faying, Arife, and take die 
^^ young cbibd, aiid his moth^, and Bee into Egypt ; 
^^ and be thou these nqtil I bckig thee yvmd ; fw 
f^ Herod will ibek 4^e ymiog chiLd to de&ioy him. 
^^ When he anofe, he took the yoimg cbikl, and 
^^ his mother, by slight, and dbpanted into Kgypt. 
f^ — fiu^ ^liien Herpd ^nw dead, doiehobd the aa^I 
of the Lord afxpeairetb hi a ^rean^ t» Jofeph in 
£gyj)t, &ying> Arife^ ai^A 4»ike the youi^ jcbild, 

* 
. . 1 " and 
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^^ and hi3 toother, apd go into the )and of Ifira^L 
'^ ^n^ be arde, and took ^ the young ch|14» 
^^ and hie n^otb^r^ And qame into the land of 
'/ lira^r 

If ttieti th^)^e was any deceit coojtriving among 
them> Jo/eph, it i^ certain^ muft have been fii]\ 
a3 a3ive as tb^ reft, m promoting th^ comouHi 
cAufe t fmce he muft have forged no lei^ thap tbree 
t^v^lat^pQd in its behalf. Nay, it appears, he 
qiuft bav^ put himfelf to ctll the incpnveniences, 
of b^jihipg himfelf and his fan)ily If om bis owq 
country, for a ponfiderfible time, purely tp ^i© 
cr$(Ut tp tbefe ftories, pf his own inventing, for ilg 
iuppprt. 

At length, therefore, we may venture to affirm^ 
what the very nature of the caie, as well as the 
clear evidence -of fa3s, have fo fully proved ; tb94 
if the events recorded of the birth of John were 
pnly t|ie ieveral particulars of a deep*laid decjpit; 
.thofe relating to the birth of Je/i$9 muft have hem 
fo too ; that the fttppofition of Qne of thefe imr 
poftures neqefiaxily includes ^be Qiher ; and that 
Zackarm, Etizakethy Maty, and Jofeph^ moft All 
bave been jppitly engaged in the planning, and 
proiecnti(m pf Both^ 

Tnm conclufion immediately points ou^ in 
what method we muft now proceed, to enquiry 
into the r»l exiftence of the impofturea in debat?» 

FS * Should 
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Should it appear impoffible for Thtft four per fons 
to have been conneQ:ed together, in the joint con- 
trivance of this double deception, the queftion will 
then be decided. All fufpicion of Zacharias's in- 
tegrity muft be rejected as groundleis and falfe; 
the Bapiifi muft be fubmilted- to, as one infpired 
from above ; and Jefm confequently be received as 
the undoubted Meffiab. 

At the fame time it muft become equally evi^ 
dent, from the very nature of the cafe, and with- 
out any regard had to the tefiimony of John; 
that all the circumftances recorded of the birth of - 
Jefus muft a3;ually have come to pafs, in that fu- 
pernatural manner, in which they are related ; and 
therefore, that on this diftinB account likewife, we 
have the fuUeft alTurance, thajt Jefus Chrift was the 
true Mefiiah. 

Now fuppofing the contrivances juft explained 
to have been really undertaken, by all thoie, who» 
tve have juft fe6n, muft have confpired together to, 
carry them on ; one of the following fuppofitions 
muft unavoidably be allowed. Either, 

1ft, Zacharias and Elizabeth muft have beeti 
the original and real contrivers of Both thefe de* 
figps; as well that relating to Mary's fon, as their 
own ; and by meai)s of fome advantages, which 
Jpfeph and Mary might ^be made to hope for foom 
the One^ muft have ^erftiaded them to become their 
accomplices in Both. Or, 

2dly, 
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fidiy, Zacharias muft imvt been the projeftor 
of that defign only, Mrhich immediately concerned 
his fon ; and Jofeph and Mary, in like manner^ 
have firft planned the impoihire in fiivour of their 
fon. Or, 

3dly, Joseph and Mary muft haye contrived 
Both the plots ; and fo have perfuaded Zacharias to 
Gonfpire with them, in promoting that immediately 
relating to Mary's fon ; in hopes of iotae^vantages 
to be drawn from the fuccefs of the other, relating 
to hb own font 

If they, were jiU-lhM united iiltfaefe fehanes of 
iniquity, one or other of thefe fdppofitions inuft of 
neceffity be true ; iince the cafe itfelf wfll admit of * 
no more. It muft now, therefore, beourbufineft 
to evince the incredibility of them all ; and tliis, . in 
|!he firft place, from confidering the particular chdf 
roBeriy and other material circum^anceSy c^ aH 
the parties ^ncern^d^ 
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Eiacharias and Elizabeth amid not be the contrivers 
of that wicl^d impq/iure, which t^e fuppq^tim 
. of any deceit at all^ in this cafe^ neceffarihf 
obliges us to admit of 

That Zacharms himfelf and his wife Elizas 
lietfa were didemed, by all who knew them, per* 
fens of fiocere virtoe and Integrity, we may be fure^ 
'to there hag already b^en occaiian to prove *^ 
from tihe rendarkafale good chara&er Luke has 
given them, in tiie very opening of his gofpel; 
thit ^' they were both righteous before Goci^ 
V wi&lking in all the commandments and ordi« 
•* nances of the Lord blamelefe.'' The eVAnge^ 
lift could not have ventured on this affeition, were 
it capable of being difproved. And as Zacharias 
was a prieft, one of that particular order of men, 
in which a more exemplary condu3; is naturally 
required to eftabliih an univerfal good name ; and 
whole failings are naturally cenfured with greater 
feverity, than thoie of any other profeffion; fo 
his unblemilbed chara6i;er could not have been 



• Sec note, p, 36» 
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fiippoHfea by to^ other InfeArts, thaii an wiifortn 
dif^at'gd ef all tht 'i«^ft1 md ttltgiilus diMJ^» of r 
the Jevriih laWi 

• Among the Jews, it is ti^ll ktiowti; tiM)t liie 
prieftbood Avas abfolutely oon^i^ed to one faintly 
only. No one eould be admitted td^xercife.the, 
prieftly fun^ions, iill be had ckaHy proved Wr 
ihimediate defcent lirom fome pti^'x){ the faibigff 
of Aaron, and wai 'fiftund to be ^^ Drom every, 
file leaft pei'fbnal bletntlli. When a cMdidMe had 
Undergone thefe examinatioos, lie was ciapaUe ol 
bdng admitted to pei^rm fome duties in the t^^mple, 
at t#enfy years of age ; and from that time eonti^ 
hUedj fai tes tunt, a Mnd of probationer iti all the 
feitiploymehte ^there, till the ag(5 of thirty ; when he 
teecarae qualified -to discharge 46 very part ojf itfart 
prieftly office*. 

* ** Tka furMdioA of Ike H ebvew prieMobd was eftablidwA 
inlhelainify ef Aaron; Ihe foMJkml diffniiy vfst& Exed in tiie 
line '^f hfe firtl-%6rn. All others of his pofterrty w«re pHtffts, 
Yirtipiy fo catlkd ;'br prrdb of thc/d»»tf Oiry^r. 'ThofiK«d «ttd 
troiiftftcttt titftft bf the ptieirs enterrrtg Into the 1e¥Vi<5e, Mnts* *t 

liite Rgfe of thirty ; but at fire «nd twetrty they V9tt^ pi'bba- 
tioTi€frs, tmfd might do fome oitidcfs, but rrt>t all." (And even 
'from the arge of ttirenty, after DavidS time;' as Lightfoot 
•proves fVom 1 Chroti.* xxiii, 24 — 27.) "Their tnftalmcnt 
•%hd a^dmiJ(lf6n into the ferrtcc, 'Was in thfa-mann6r. The great 

Sanhedrim fat daily in the room Gazith, •t)o*}iklge cbnlc^Vitlig 
. ^ prieds that came to age, and were to be admitted ; and if 

F 4 * they 
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Uv[DfR,;(uQh ^ inftitiftion it wQuld be abfur4 
to fuppofey that no atteiUioa was paid to a pridt's . 
moral chara6i:er; and much more fo to hnagiae, 
that oiie of. this. ord0r ihoiild be able to prefo*ve. 
from youth to pld ^ge> the reputation of exem-s 
plary Vgoodnefi ; had not ihis a^iions. th^mfelvesf 
plainly fhevvo bins to have deferved it As qerr 
tajbly as the imalleft blemiih. in his perfon, which 
was prohibited by the law, would have prevente4 
Zadhaiiilts fr^pin , officiating in - the femple .worihip ^ 
6> certainly would any vicious irregularities^ in hia 
pondu€t and converfs^tion have deprived him o^ 
that amiable chai:aS^r, which, it appears ti^qm the 
evangelift, he muft have died poifeifed of. It 
was impo0lble for the Jews in general not to agree 
in this particular, with Mofes their law-giyer j whg 

th«y proved duly qqalified, they clothed them in white, and 
enrolled them among the order, and they went in and miai*T 
jdered ; and the great council rejoiced to iia4 them; perfe^ 
and bleifed God for it with a folomn prayer* But if the per^ 
fon proved to be of the right line, and had any of the ble- 
mifhes, which rendere^^ him incapsible of the .minii(iiy ;'' (of 
which were reckoned 44P) "he was iient into the Mr|>Qd*rooqi 
^o worm the wood for.fhe altar; and had his portion of the 
things with the men of the houfe of bis fa^her^ and did eat with 
them/'-rLewis's Heb« Antiq. B. 2. ch. 6. See the chapter; 
and Lightfoot, vol. I. p. 915. Selden de SucceflT. in Pontif. 
£brae. 1; 2. c. 5. Lev« xxi. ]6. ad finero* Spencer 4^. j^^eg, 
b. L h p. 10. p. 177, 
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/- tb»t the prieftii fltooid be not ciiily in> 
^v6|^y ireCp^^ imUJ^fsi^ in the^difchsTge of:^fadr Ik^ 
cir^< ^iitni^^s ; \m% tbgt . tb&f ikoukl exeit^s tiisk 
.eam^t >^i)deav^iur0: tp fi|^pi^^ .^eliifehes im^ 

bep^n the tvii^ o^ Zadi^^iifty's, ,^^(jiu^, j k^ eouid xiot 
poff^bly }^ay(^pUt»ii|^d, ^ 1^ jl|e]pim4 Id9i^ fbfm 

EwzAB3&TH> iphere^ of a/^on .nauft have beeti 
jHUch leis puji^Uc thai) tb^t of Za(s]|^»ria$. . But her 
alliance with fi jamn of fucb ^pprof g^/worth, wli^eD 
,cpnfi4ered jointly with Mc havig^,^^^ jfeft, mam* 
taiued the fam^ virtuous character as hjoiibH, which' 
it ^pew&^e did, dfpriv^JS . us,- a.t pnqe^ of .the 
)eaft ih^dow of a reafon for calling her integtity 
jlQto >qfi§ftk)n. . Befideai, the y^ery profegbn of her 
;hi^:ft>i^id ;$tffo|ds^ no incwM^rable.itje^tiinofiyito^'ber 
vir^e. (•/ ':' i . \ v •'•. , (y> '• • ^ 

THEHii /Wds nothing, .we are inf(H>n^d, iabout 

whiqh ^he Jews w^r^ n^fe fcrupulons, ' thin the 

jnftf^iagei^ ^f their piieftS:; . not caily to prevent 

jr^h aJ^tiapfse^a^ wpuld t^int th^ir : blood, but fneh 

likewiie as might tend to corrupt their morals. 



vm rnv civivp ^iraff ariai^p fitij^ifAHftov taai, — — J(yfeph1 Ai^Ciq* 
Jud. i; 3. U. fub. init. - 

ftnd 
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md^leffcm llirir iepaiatidn. Tbl^ \km ^ itl^ ^x- 
pre^y prohibited ^than from xMtr34i^, not only 
futcft as were ^ known 111 cbojlBijfilei^, ^ ivhofe ifi«* 
tcgrity cbiUld Ue theiiglft iti tte leaft ' fiifpicious ; 
but even -thofe^ i^«^ fitui^ns In Iffi^ ^xj^fed 
iMtn tci^ tn^rls danger of 1]ieiiig viliated than i>^ers ; 
iad ^siren t^e ^hilidh^^'^ dl fikh prions. By 
m^Vk% df wbi^ 'prtm,dtfona, it-^tiMdbliilie at length 
even a proverbial expreffioii among tite Jews, ti) 
denote a wotnati df ah exenlfilary charaS;er ; '' that 
*^ Ibfe deferved to m^ty m^IUi a prieft/' And thfe 
moft hon^wrable alttanee a prfeU? c6iiM enter mtd 
«r&8 with one of pt4eftly exfra€kion> which Elizabeth 
herfdf wiist' 

To argoe from th&fe cautious rdlri€lions ohlyi 
to>wever remarkable, that the wife of iE?very Jew4fli 
prileft muft neceffarily have been a perfon of an 
-BXEcttent meml chara6i;ek*, would' be drawing h 
conclufion, which the weaknefs of human natufb 
%ouid not pqffibly beiair. But ^hela'%e fcottfider, 
in addition to the i3ha^ra^er of Zbchtoias hi^r 
ihafbatid> feund all di^fe^ck'cunlftances h much lA hier 
'brVbiir, the pofilive i^6)^ati<)tt of fo uh^^ed^ptioift* 

• Levit. xxi. See Lewis's Heb, Antiq. * B. 2, 6.—— 

Jofcphufi's Jew. Antiq. 1. 3, 12. fub» init,-— — ^Idcm contra 
App* 1. 1. 7. Lightfoot, vol. IL p. 37$. 

f '' And his wife was of the daughters of Aaroni and her 
!' uame was Elizabeth/' Luke i. 5. 

able 
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Itble; ft HfQy ^M]mk€^ MA b^hid h^ ; we bful na 
Jio^er doiibt of her integiity^ \vitl^t pfeferriag % 
inerd griMndtefs andtilSBBatfe prejiMhKv t^ th&pbdtt 
iMEfon Df tiie tihfmg^ 

So tfhmn^aEOcM theb sis jSadMuiaa tSd.fiUiii^ 
beth ymfe^ ribfting cftabemo^ itoittifoitabie $]mi 
to fufptfl^ that tbisfar vtrtoe tdigbt ibe no. bdtli^ 
that) ^ hypderlfy^ and their tepiitaliQb ^buMomcMl 
by fonie artfol diigtiiiibt To abtam tfiie alpplMfe 
of iiimxfaer& for a timcv ^^ ^wdib of item' tou 
markable b6iiohs xif a fpedmiB naliirey ini^ 
^parhaps^ be tib very dUBcblt . tafli^ Esfywiih 
dinary fits of ifeal, and inftaSnii&s b£ ibv^e. tnctv 
lificatibn, have 'at tinies hien.^^bte I0 efftabiifli 
a. diar^Qser for v&tu&j wbefe !the\.prinaipte wto 
certainly wa^^ting* B!^% tp :. j«rfef»ve ah ambter^ 
rupted reput|i.|ic*i,for |^d«efs mi pi&L% thnoa^ 
th^ fev^r&l ft3.ge$ of UfQ, ejv^Rrto Mvtocod agd, 
withoQt layipg claim to aHy bndoim«ten fights of 
,virttte, or aiming at fUtih! a^ibns ab Sarfe plaifify 
,|»lculpt«d to prd€«^e popular afipl^cifei feeifas *ar 
.^cycMid.the ^yvm of mSy thitlg lefs ttian the i)€{a<rfi^ 
l^We c^ni^^tiimt dif^harge of aU tbe^dties of brir 
fmtipn, . 

That fuch was the ccHid^ of ZacKteirws mA 

•jEl^abetl^, W4P :bave good feafod to beKev© &om 

their very i^ra^er itf^f. The evangfelift fej* 

frothing of their 6i(trtK)r#aary fits of dev^oiii 

and 
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and pious 2(eai. But ^^ tH^ were boUi rigbtecmsi'' 
we kre-told) ^^ before God, walking in all the 
f* commaadments and ordinances of the Lord 
^* blamelefs^" A chara&er, equally remote from 
«U afi^3:ied daz^iiig difplays of more public viir- 
duel and all the feverer rigours of fan6iified en- 
timfiafmu A charai^r^ which, as it plainly fhews 
ttery.made it their chief: care and ftudy^ to liVe 
MQicl of offence, . towards God and man; fo it «ts 
evidently implies, that they never attempted to 
,dbbliih an ill*grdund(sd reputation, by any in- 
-direft means. :And indeed, had they attempted 
4t, their middle ftaition in life, by expoling the 
^neral teoour of their condu3; to the familiar 
obferVation pf all their neighbout^s, would have 
inade it impoffiblefor them to have fupported, 
through life, this • peculiar kind of good^ fame, 
by any other means, tiian the real pra6);ice of that 
goodnefs, they had the reputation of poflelling. 
.From all thefe reafbns laid together, we are there- 
fore bound to believe that ^acharias and Elizabeth 
•muft'have really merited the good' name they main* 
lained ; that is, that they muft have been jtift and 
benevolent in all their dealings with man, and fiii* 
'cere worihippers of God. * • 

Can it then be condeived, that any perfohs' of 
^this virtuous audi religious difpofi^n could be 
;papable of. delib^nteiy forming* fo iniquitous a 
ti ichemei 
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fcheme, "as we are now to enquire, whether it ir 
p^ble fqr Zacharias and ' Elizabeth to hare, con-* 
tiived? Can it be imagkied, that a prieibof the 
God of Ifraely who was like%vife a man of approted 
piety and goodnefe, could conceive and profecute 
fo impiotis a delign, as thit of fetting up hb oi^^n. 
fon for the Meifiah's forerunner; and prevailing 
with another peribn to fat up his, to counterfeit 
the mbft facred and awful chara^ier of the Meffiah 
himfelf ? 

Zacharias, a devout prieft of the God of Ifirael^ 
muft have been thoroughly inftrufted in all his mi* 
r^culous and merciful .difpenfations to his fore- 
fathers, as well as his fevere -judgements execute 
upon them for their impieties. He muft have be- 
lieved the predi£tions of Mofes and all the pro^ 
phets. JHe muft at thb very time not only have 
expe6lcd, but wiihed tp fee the arrival of the true 
Elias, and the manifeftation of the long promifed 
Meffiah. And he muft unqueftionably have be- 
lieved, that God would afluredly accompliih th^ 
the i^aos of his divine providence ; and not permit 
any counterfeits of thde &cred and in^portant cba<^ 
racers to go off undetected, or the abettors of 
iiich linpious undertakings to efcape without £gnal 
puniihment. 

Was it then poffible for a gofbd man, furni^ied 
with this knowledge, guided by this belief, and 

ac- 
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tirived ib execrable a d^fign> pmrply to pyU 4pwx^ 
the Fengeance of God upon hkn? Qoul^ fvct) s| 
man doom his own fon, ey^n l^ore bi;^ ^iftb, tc^ 
be the perpetrator olf Qn^ (ly^h mplQMs iqapofture s 
and, as if th(it were not wifikcidiiei^ enoughs pef-^ 
fuade his friend3 to engage a^ deeply IP the pro- 
fecution of Another f If Ifo, be who ^y^^ d^t 
Toutiy at the altar of the. God of truth, xxi^^ yok 
luntarily have contrived and publilhed the rm%, m£r 
cfaievous and ibocking falfehoods; he who be-* 
lieyed all the miraculous interpuiitiQns pf Cfod'a 
power, ib frequently difplayed in the deliyerax^e^ 
and eftabliihment of his own nation^ and lived iq 
hopes of a itiil greater deliverance, wbicU Gpd had 
promifed fliortly to fend them ; muft voljunt^ril^r 
have fet himielf up to oppofe the acccmfilifhqipRf 
of thofe gracious promifes ; which, at (b^ i^fn^ 
time, h|e hsAh hoped and believedi wptfld qer^ 
tainly be fulfilled. In fiiort, he, who ^%i^^^d 
the reign of the Meiiiah to be piTodu^iy^e of .tt# 
utnK>it gloiy and happioieis to bis wbol@ mr 
tion, muft purpofely have cndfiftvpurfd to prcir 
vent the happy confequence of his. §pp^ai*^ce ; 
by fetting up^ before he camei an imppflpr hi 
his ftead. But thefe are fuppofitions in tjhe^ 
own nature i^vidently CQntradiS;ory and abfvu'd. 
And indeed, the whole of thi$ iuppofed <IQ9* 

trivance 
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triranice is of fo vdcy kuQuitous a nature^ thgt 
ncme but the tnq/i abandoned of men could evei* 
poifibly conceive or undertake it j and therefore 
impoffible to have been devifed oi^ carried en, by 
Ooe, whO| we have fuffiei^nt reafon to believe^ 
muft have been emnentltf good. 

But had not Zacharias's and Elizabeth's cha* 
fa3er, and fituation, proved it (6 clearly impoiii* 
ble for 2Tum to have been capable of engaging ii| 
iuch a plot ; ftiU their age would have rendered it 
utterly incredible, thut they^ouid. 

At the time when we muft fuppofe then to be 
entmng upon Ihe execution of this defign, tiiey 
were neither of them youag, nor even in the 
vigour of life ; but, on the contrary, thetf were 
both welljiricken in years ; a circumftance of the 
greateft importance to illuftrate their innocence 
with regard to this particular impofture. What- 
ever ambitious views we may imagine capable of 
:pr<»Dpting any one to fo defperate an undertaking, 
muil naturally have cooled, and died away, in 
<he decline of life; faowev^ warmly they might 
have been aduated by them before* That daring 
{|>irit of enterprize, and defiance of danger, which 
ibn^etimes engages men in the m^ defperate at- 
tempts, jto gratify the wiihes of laabition, in the 
a€tive and vigorous pfsits of life, generally gives 
way to cautious and timid apprehenfioas, vah^a 

age 



so ,v THE DIVINE MISSIONS OT Parf L 

agie has bojunded the proipe& before them, and 
choked the current of ttie blood* Then too reli-/ 
gious apprehenfiobs begin to iatrude themfelves 
upon the mind ; and make men litlile inclined ta 
embark in hfizardous, plots of extreme wickedaefa 
and impiety, whateVCT they may have dbnc before^- 
So Jthat could we fuppofe them capable of having 
formed fuch a plan of impoiture, and refolded to 
put it in execution^ at that active age, when a 
Vit;ious ambition has femetimes led meti into, the 
molt extravagant enormities ; yet. their having con-^ 
tiniied childlefs till they were now welljiricken 
in years^ and all hopes of an opportunity to execute 
it were at length at an end, muft uuqueftionably 
have caufed them long fince to drop all thoughts of 
their former defign* 

To imagine, that after this, upon the unex- 
pefited birth of a fon,. they fliouid refume it again, 
in their old age ; and profecute it with fuch a feries 
of unheard-of devices, as forged revelations, feigned 
lofs of fpeech, and pretended prophecies ; would be 
fuppofmg them to have arrived at fuch a hardened 
pitch of iniquity, as noticing lefs than a life of C(HI- 
tinued and notorious wickednefs was able to .luring 
them to. But after what :has been feen ajr^dy ci ^ 
their true charaftet ^nd conduct, we may venture 
to fay this would be a fuppoiition, th^t muft cer- 
tainly be. felfe. 

Fakther, 
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Farthj&r, the incredibility of their refuming 
the: plot fuppofed, becomes, Hill, more undeniable^ 
ivbefi Mfe coniider, that it was now likewife too late 
for tl^em tp indulge any of thofe ambitious defigns^ 
ioT :tbe , &ke of which only, even obftinacy itielf can 
pittpf^^y fuch an impofture could be contrived, and 
un^ertfiken. Had the birth of their fon happened 
whiJe:th(By were in the vigour of life, they might 
OQQceiye hop^, iX may be faid, of deriving great 
bpopur and advantage ; to themfelvee, from being 
(pie parents of the reputed " prophet of the 
** k^ie^; who was to go before t^e face of 
'* the Lord to prepare his ways; tp give know- 
** led^ of ialvation to his people." But John was 
BOt bom till Zacharias -and il^lizabeth were fo adr 
Tan(^ into the decline of life, that ajl fuch hopes of 
eojiC^ing the iin^ts of their iniquity mud necesr 
farily have. expired^ 

Froic the very nature of that charafler, whicfa^ 
i^ciprding to this fuppofition, they muit have dcr 
&ff^ him t9 counterfeit; nothing could be morQ 
prpbable, than that they tbemfelves might not 
liy^ till the very earlieft period, when it could be 
proper, or even poflible, for John to undertake 
it He, whoi py ihw own predi€);ionS) was " to 
*\ go befoire the Lord in the fpirit and power pf 
/^ Elias, td tiuip tt^. hearts of tiie fa^iers to 
^^ the children; itnd the difobedient to tlie wif- 

G ^* don^ 



♦* dotrt of the juft, td inakc teady a people pre* 
** pared for the Lord f cWiId not tike upon hint 
the awful nktfte of fo exalted a prophet, and at^ 
tempt to fulfill the great pui*pofes of rfil* dtevJtiA 
Cdihttiifflon ; till he Wats Arrived dt th4t ftgie, Which 
Was requiflte for the cotn]iiyiit peribrmance df eieA 
the duties of a conuhoh prieft. Aftd dcfcordingly 
It appears in hB, that neithet ^6hn nor JeTui^ af- 
iUm^ thdf publio chafaeteM, till th^ Mi^eM juft 
*pproa*hirtg die agd of thSlttJr yeaori*. JhSis t>efJ! 
di/iant period thereof fe Wfrs the Mril^tttwhkA 
iSacharias and Eli^ab^tb cofMhepe for eV6fti the 
fmati falisfaflKon, of bringing * tteir Ibrtg^iplaiifted 
impofture to the trial, and •feeittg nvhelAefr tltere 
was any probability of ittipdfiiifg tfmi «i* the wothft 
Of (hould it be imagintd; ttiey ttlight Hot tlAtk !t 
neceflfery for John arid Jefos to pay this^ fthr- 
pulous regard, in point of time, t6 the legal 
age of a prieft; theythuft; htivrev^r, be fhvfible, 
that the impoftor^' thdy tc'dite cdntriVhig toriSfe 
up, could not pofflbly- kppeai* itt tiidfe dMKihlt 
chara6tefs they ihteilded theift to foflain, at'iht 
fooneft, till they had ili^sldy' prfft the iitfl! dgfeAf 
a man. ' ^ . . «. 

But what can be more iitconfcditable, thait that 
they, who were already old ahd ^elljlfkken in 
i/eaH, fllould fet themfeives to lay thft f^ndaticW of 
ilich an impofttire, to gratify ^eir owh afpiring 

de- 
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liMM^ tt iiottid nDt be fet on foot;, till no left 
ftMD b^tmmk twenty and thirty years aftor^ ai4 
theti tkiaft be etttenriy tnusartam of fiicteftp 
^ AhMlA* tliey haw happened to iiive to this^ petjpd^ 
•nd efiia ha^ feen their wicked strtiflces fucceed ; 
Aippofltiode botk. of tbem in the high^ degiree 
itt]^r«lN»ble} what aiCvantages^ couM they thiH 
M^Hd^e MapAdOi thtoi ; when eitteme old. age 
#0yid ftai«e have left ib^m the pcaoeption of /aitf 
ibiilg Ibe tlH^ld oofuld bdftow; andtdiey wete/juft 
'^MUMiag into thcr gMive? Had tfaeytUnrefofre beeit 
midiedTeoou^ toj be capable of nowUmiag fuieh 1 
defigtty «tf tfett ea of ^necutang i?i4ia4ievw {dot might 
Ibein w ilailef their atadteitioaa (fafirea ; it ia.utterly 
incredible, that at their advanced sgt^ .tiiey ihould 
plan, 4tf deiannine to wait the iflbe of a firDjed; fo 
ladbltir as tbig. 

A^ to «fty admnta^ to be peooured from tte 
eoMfiiMafee Mwe Jefan iboakl be^ old' ^unigh to 
i^hk Mlgn«d part ; it is evident ^tbejy ej^peded 
MM, They neilher endeatroured to make him be 
peitfonally tideen notiee of, beibre that time ; noif 
to«& pai^ to ^tttd ftr and wt^ tiieir accouoto 
df ib many tnltMle% as bavii^ attaided his bhthJ 
Both which they would certainly have done, had 
they b^n influenced by any fueh expectations* 
On the contrary, we find, that '' John was in the 
^^ defarts until the day of his ihewing unto If*- 

G f " rael*^ 
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'* iael:*.^^* iM fo far >eife they frcHP Msa^^f 
ffnpeaflmg abrpati, vtft^fi^ fwlm« the micai^s ju^ 
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; tiiat when Jdkn ailerwarda Iji^aii to 
baptupf '^ all in«n m<ii&d .m tbdr l<ear4$^iii^i?t^ 
^^he Were tbe Chrill or liott-*" Aod t ibnie ttin«^ 
after thii, ^n after he had baptized Jiefad, and 
lleetared hitoi to be the Mefiiah, '' the J)»^s'.fa;it 
priefis and levites irofm Jemfidem, to a&^hini, 
who ' art thou % ?" Upon :bdth . whieh; .^]iac^(m3f 
as ,weU as many others, \the inuyority ^p^red fq 
iddJbed to thitik he iragfat'b&tbe Chrill, that Johift 
himielf ^a^ it nec^fiary to tell them piUmly^ 
'^ he vras.not the Chrift ;" but only '^ the-voic«^ o£ 
^' c»ikci?)r]hg;in the wilderitefiii make ftridght^ the 

** way of the.Loi^V' 
At tiie tihie then, : when t John wa5 preaching; 

among them, it is plain the Jews in geoeraL 

formed then* coDJe€hires of his charafU^,. merely 

from bis appearance as a gcett tproj^bet, «id their 

own expe^tatioos of the jV{^i%h ; nlot frjooi divine 

revelations of the particUlan eharac^r he W9« to 

bear, afiidueiifly ^read >ab¥0^ among ail ^ 

peopte, by hisr parei^, ivom. thd very time pf his- 

birth. Frooii. whence it ii plain, that though tisey 



» I t „ ,f 



* Luke, ch. iil. 15«-^JQhn began to appearia his public clia- 
ra^cr about the thirtieth year of his age. 
f Luke, ch. jii. 15. I John, ch. i. 19*' 

{ John, ch. i. 20, 23; 

did 
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did not conceal thofe aftonifliing events, with which 
he was introduced into the wdrid ; yet they had not 
made it their bufmefs, as irtlpoftorii would havie 
done, to make them univerfally known ; but, in 
compliance with the natural fuggeftions of an honeft 
and upright mind, had publilhcd them, as we have 
already feen, in all the neighbourhood,^ where they 
lived ; and waited, ' w ith a pious refignatioh, for 
the accompliihment of thofe prediftions, which they 
knew afluredly were divine. 

A^jD thus it feems evident, that -ZacA^rm and 

^ Elizabeth could not poffibly have fet on foot, any 
fuck iniquitous impofture, as that in queftion; which 
was to be carried into execution afterwards hyjohn. 
Zacharias's reiigious profejjiony and ftation in life ; 
the remarkable good charaSier^ which both He and 
Elizabeth always maintained, and at length died 
poffeffed.of ; and the advanced age they had already 

. arrived at, at the time of the birth of John ; con^ 
• iidered jointly with fome very material particulars 
in the fuppofed plot itfelf ; are all fo i»any convinc- 
ing arguments of ^ the utter incredibility of theilr 
having been the authors of fuch an impofture ; and 

•when laid together m due view, prove the fuppofed 
ftiQ:; with fatisfa&ory evidence, to have been momlly 
inijioflRble. . /^ • 

But befides, did not the circumftances and fitu- 
ation of Zacharias render it fo highly incredible for 

''i G 3 him 
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him to bav6 been (h^ contriver of fueh a plot, as that 
^ bi debate, relating to hk qiwnfin ; ftill it would \^ 
onfall accounts inconceivable^ that he could {:hooib 
to add tp' it fuch another, a3 that we a^ now 
fuppofifig him to have ^pntiuved for tb^ fon of 
Mary. 

It will be freely confeffed indeed, that if Z»- 
charias had been wicked enough to plan one pf 
thefe defigns, no fcruple$ of copfcienca could 
have prevented hiin frpm entering upon the other. 
But, whftt honefty wpuld not have preven|;ed^ policy 
would ; and his concern for the fuccei^ of t^e 
ente^prize intended for John^ would not have 
pertmtted Zach^rias to have rendered it deppnda^^ 
u^n the fuccefs of fuch another^ a$ that rektii^ 
t^ Ji^. 

2^ACHAaiA8 cannot be imagined to bav^ C09- 
jbriv^ the imppfture in debate for M^^ry'^ foil, and 
4o h^ve cpnned;ed it fb cloiely with that relating 
io hs3 own ; unle& he thought it would prpye b«r 
Tif&mk to jQlm% undertaking, ^ fcrve to proj- 
mote Ms llipcefti. Th^ fui^cef^ (^ his own ibci w« 
wbat he m^ h^ve bad moft %i heart ; nor could h(S 
therefore join any otb^r plot with this ; which hfi 
did'Qpt vax^git» fvoidd n^ake John's iac^poftiiie 
more likely to fucceed, than it would |mn^ ^^t^fp 
w«thf>ut it 



ti 



Byf 



ft/T U It poffibl^ hp cpald hop# for afiy ndf 
vs^ntage> of this I^ind, from the fuppofed impqlK 
mm if( J^i/if? Ib other words, coyld he Wieve 
Th^ more likely to fuqceed, than ^% undertaking 
hd h94 plauiHX} fpr John? Oa tjie contrary, it }» 
Evident ^t iidi fight, ^^C^hs^rias n^ui^ hfive known, 
thiif, difiicult as John's enterpriee might prov^i 
, Tft^t of Jffw rouft be infinitely vfioxt fo : ^nd eoqi* 
ff»ltteQtly> thftt tb^ prpfecution of Both, \n a mutual 
dfipendance upop each oth^r, would be fp far from 
fififtiDg Johftj that it tpuft unavoidably mid^r Aji 
attempt far more hazardous, than it would bav4t 
hma alom. 

Thc defignt w^ are fuppoiiDg him to bare 
plan^^ for John, *wm oi:|ly to coupteifeit the 
Mefiiah's forerunntr ; whersap the ^nterprize \a^ 
oiuft bfiYt mtmded io^ J«fus, wiu» nothing l^ft 
Iban to fupport the charaSaer of the Mefiiab Atfft 
fa^. Thp moft particular idea tbq Jews hjid been 
ld>le to fonn of the Me9^\f$rfTunmry was little 
Qiar^ than tibat be would appear attong them, 
to preach the iM>cffptabl9 yeai' ^ the Lord ; with 
etl Chat ^^ml of piety, fev^erity, fmd morti^ation, 
liMefe^^Mid rem«rkal»ty dtfiiogui&ed cme ol their 
lof^ae^ prophets. But fcch wa» their univeyfal 
interpretation of the various prophecies, concern* 
ipg Ae life and a^ons of the Mefiah ; that who- 
fp^er it(0iM ^ITuiiie h«i ehar»6ief, it was weQ 

(J 4 ItnQwn, 
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known^ \vould be expe^ed to make himfelf t&eir 
kiiig, ^ 

Thus the pretended Forerunner might cotiduft^ 
himielf in the moll peaceable, and leaft dang^nous 
manner; whereas the counterfeit Meffiah; in or- 
der to be received, would be under a neceffity of 
laying claim to the fupreme power ; and wrefting 
it out of the hands of thofe, who already pc^^d 
it. The earneft preaching of repentance, joined to 
the continued practice of mortifkatioii, and a per*- 
fe€l freedom from all Aifpicion of any vice, might 
be fufficient to eftabliih the chara3:er of the One ;. 
whereas nothing lefs than the exertion of fuperaa^ 
tural powers, in uttering great prophecies, and 
working great miracles, would anfwer the expe£ba« 
tions of the Jews, or induce them to give credit- to 
the Other. All this Zacharias could not but be 
well apprized of, and reileS; upon« And confe^ 
quently, the fuperior dangers and difficulties una-* 
voidably- attending this ^undertaking, prove! it 
abfolutely ioipoffible, for Zacharias to have laid the 
fchem^ of the fuppofed impofture of Jefus, in order 
to fitcilitate the fuccels of the other d^i^, to be 
executed by John, It is apparent, that he himjfelf 
tnuft have known, that tliis would be tl:^ readieit 
way to defeat it. 

So that, in addition to what has been aU^^ady 
proved^ that Zacharias could not poffiblyrbe. % 

man- 
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man of fuch abandoned principles, as to have been 
capable of conceiving thefe impious deiigns ; and 
moreover, that, if he had, his ag€ alone would have 
effe3aially prevented him from felting them on foot ; 
it now appears farther, to be equally incredible, 
that he could be foolifh enough jointly to adopt 
th^m. And fince it is undeniably certain, that both 
theie tranfa£tions proceeded, from the beginning, in 
a mutual and clofe dependance upon each other ; and 
that beiides, whether they were the effe6te of divine 
providence or human iniquity, Zacharias was, ifrom 
the firit, intimately concerned in Both; we niuft 
be forced to Acknowledge, that the divine preteniionsi 
of John And Jefus could not be founded upon any 
fu6h deceits; or at leaft, that Zacharias afid Eliza- 
heth could ftot be the contrvoers of them bo^h, if 
th^ wene. 
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SJBCTION IV, 

« 

J^acharias and Elizabeth could not be the author^ 
of any fuch doublp impojiure^ as rmjt here be( 
fuppofed. 

{|>HOUL]> we now fdi! a while qeglefib ^U tbfit 
))4S been proved in vindiciMiop pf ^chf^ruH's itmh 
p$nQe, and fuppofe him to h«vQ ))een wiclti^ 
^AQKi|^ to be <2^r(^ pf fetting up lua fon for 
the MefiKah'9 for<^rumieF ; ftill hi9 jyotipat? ^odt 
nedion with Jq/iph aqd Mary^ thrpvghQHt ^ 
If hole of theie tr^qla^oos^ w fu^h ft p«rticii]»r 
as will not permit us tp believe he oQudUy did, 
'Had he been ever fo defirous of carrying into 
execution this plot relating to John ; it was of fo 
dangerous a nature, that he cquld not have ventuied 
to connect it with any other undertaidngy whether 
advantageous or not, which would pbUge him tq 
lay open his impious defign, to any perfon lyhatever. 
He would certainly have contrived it fo as to cairy 
it on by Elizabeth's help alone, without wy other 
aflbciates ; or, if he thought this could not be 
C|ffe6l:ually done, he would entirely have I^id ftfide 
the delign« 
. '/i ' Th« 
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Tnt iriipoftiiiB ip ddi&te reladng to Jiijfc^ &9ay^ 
Wfts in every iiefpafi); of fi> very bad mkl unpromifiiig 
ft mUxve; that Jl^acbariiis hknl^ muft have t>eifeved 
ti^ Wf3 ftioMft certftiQ of Ijieiiig betrayed, focner oir 
4tl^Qr» by any oqib to whom be might veiiturie tb im^ 
part it Such only^ as were of the mod ab^doned 
^pnncipledy could be at all e:!^pc8Ml to join in a coii^ 
fpiracy for fruftimting tbe moft aacknt and reoeived 
predictions of the propbetSi by counterfeiting tb» 
phara£ter of the Meiiiah'^ forerunner. At the 
ff^me time S^aefaar|as well knew, that the fuccefii 
of bis plot ipuft appear to idl nest to ioipoffible, 
on i^ccQunt of the uqiverfal epcpefiation, at tiiia 
time, of the fpeedy arrival of the ti'ue Meffiah 
himfelf ; aqd likewiie, that the utmeift advantages 
he qould propofe to pbtdn by it, even if it 
pould fuppcgd, were injoft ^3gceedin|;ly dqbioup anj 

y^mote. 

This bfiiog the apparent nature of the ^bS^ 
2acharias eould not but believe, that a!l thofe, 
\vho were the only perfons capable of confpiring in 
fp wicked a ttefign, would without befit^pn ri^- 
jeSt Tliis we are cpnfidering. Such veter^iiui k 
iniquity would certainly require a plot, that bad a 
ipuch ftirer/^Lttd a much nearer profpeft of fub- 
cefs; as well ^ pipre ample rew^trds tp ^llur^ 
Ihem to fo hazardous an epterpme. Fpr in fl^^ 
(hey ail knew^ that no lefs than certain death 

would 
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irottld be the inevitable confequence of deteftiom 
It was a law God himfelf had given * them, " That 
^^ the prophet, which ihould prefiiitie to fp^ak a 
^^ wQird in his naine> which he had not commanded 
>^ him to fpeak, fhould die." And we are well in- 
formed, " That when once any one was conviftedf 
of fucb an impofture, and of pretending a divine 
commiffion, when God had not fent him ; no 
<diara£ler or intereit, was powerful enough to fave 
him froni puniihment f-*^ And certainly ke who 
ihould dare to publiih falfe prophecies, to promote 
fo impious a fraud as this, above all others, could 
expeS; no mercy. 

, • Deut, xviii, so— •* The prophetic fpirit being fo com- 
mon among the Hebrews^ it was neccflary thei'e ihould be « 
method of trial eftablilhcd, to prevent impoltors, and to difcern 
the falfe prophet from the true. For it could not be expeded 
but, in a nation where there was fuch a number of prophets, 
mimy pretenden^ would arife; who would endanger the faith 
of the people^ uolefs there wer« fome certain way to ^nd them 
out. The more effedually therefore to deter men, either from 
counterfeiting a prophetic fpirit, or hearkening to them that 
did ; God appointed a fevere punifhm«!nt for every fuch pre- 

tiindef ; whoy upon legal convi^on, was to fuffcr death. 

.Thje-J^wt gesBentUy underftandthis of <lrangling ; . as they do 
always ia Ae law, whea (he pi^rticular m^n^r of death is not 
expreffed.'^— They were tried by the fanhedrim. Lewis's. 
li^b.,Antiq. B. 2. 16\ — Selden de fynedr* lib. 3. c. 6. 

I* jk C " '*  ^ ' • ' ' 

T Lewis, ibfd. near the end, * • • ^ • -* 

l;:-' / No» 
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: Nph lyafiit the (Hily^ or even theikroiigdi; reaibiv 
that muit have deterred iZacharias, from : attempts 
lag to procure a^kt^ jai Juch a plot ; that ats 
dangerous a^itiirei would . have deterred erery one 
from eiigaglng ; in it; there .were befides tbe 
6rp^gB^ t tefi^atkm imi^g^iable' Id betray .it* 

• j(f otlung qoitld be moife diftadt, prQcarieus^ and 
.cbimeriQaly tban any advaatag^s . to be expe£ked 
Itqib :it3 .fuocds. But.A^ might affuire himfelf of 
ipimed^te ai^ ample rewards, who ihould dete& 
£> impious* apd iacrilegiQus a prieft .of the moft 
hjg^ God ; as had not only conbriyed a plot for 
fetting up his own ion, to COiiiDterfeit the M^ffiah^s 

jwertmner ; but wo^ld have perfuaded another 
to.fet up. an impoftor^ even for the Jbf^^SoA himfelf. 
The dete&ion of fuch con^Ucated and enormous, 
villainy, dire3;Iy calculate to make the nation 
reje£t the true Meiliah, when he ihould come; 
and iet on foot at the very time when he wim iboQ 
exped;ed to appear^ woidd unqueftionably have 
met with a reward, ^proportionable to .the im- 
portance of the di&overy. Tbe whole nation, 
piiefts a^d people, would have coj^fi^^^^^ ^^^^ 
own fafety as intimately concerned,^ in Uie piitdi^ 
a itop to fuch afionUhing wickednefs, w the very 
ian£hjary itfelf ; and would immediately have re<* 
warded. wjiioever laid it open^^ in a far more am* 
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|iie ibmnkter^ tkm tins knpdteire kfeU^ §feti if 
iteceftfal, could «rer be esipefited to lAti. 

Qponrimy iUeh dMftit witi '49gmd to JbAiM/ cmM 
Mter ilv»« added to it i% «/A^ plot) mimh tal4 
him laidsT tht mtceiity tsi attralfrti^ to :|»Mm^ 
*fiK!iatis^0i fe ImdnfMniff s KtMlutl of tik- life. tt« 
1dm# very weH^ ttot to wbomfimrer M li^ hiiftftlf 
4{ieii^ ti»y tvouM feiave aH tha i^oft {Mi#effiiil ump^ 
tidmto t>offibl6, t« bMrojr Mm; Utit Mile lb «figHg0 
«itli h)fi^ in fo d^i^i^ti Mtt uttddrtAkiflg.^ 
' L»e uii) bsrit^^ery fiippofe hkn lueft sM nlbte d*^ 
Miter, th^t her nlight cNiok to pef fiuidtt f<Mli^ Itito 
the hopets of Mieottioeivalite ^^^NiaMagens, to be pined 
by this coiitrivatii<6 ; <^d ixy rtprdbttt ft it! fiieii* 
ligbt^ » to iMke it a^^r b the'^Ad irlitooft e^tain 
af footeft; Notwithftkml^ thefe large c6ticdii6fli^, 
we fiiiall ^Swi him ftill ackd^ the fafu^ tii(Min!i«l a^ 
before. :..>:■• 

It urns impoflibfe hfe tenuld *xp©ft f<r gain coft- 
ftdderates in hisdeflgny by the bapes of ariy ad^ 
vantages it inighl produce ; ftnte die 'iifijfM^ftuW 
atasoif foch- a natoi^, tbM it coald dot «vaft bb 
teou^ to tbe trial till ibm tttertty years qfkf. 
Siieh a^ Wade t^ deepM ffi itii^tuity tO gi^^ 
th@if teftl^ defire^, are h\A Me able to hftftk 
eveft accWetttal dday*. Murft Ids tiaofi they be 
foprpofed to enter into defigns, profeffedly cal- 
culated 



«&Itfted {» f» tedious ft nroenftiiiiiiloni. Me^ isf 
Stieer^! vfttue indeed, aad e^toiifivte binetcAciciM^ 
ke fomeiiAiM feen tolabotir ednMiiCedly thMugft 

MA gMlBf«u9. purfiiitB tbejT hkve itt. Tiarvr^ TliflC 
iMf4k>]»iplaceii«yr it^hi > atMn& the proteutm 
#1 all «4rt«iub ddigh^ dacrieB thera mfanl^ 
tbffMgh^ WBtf difeeb%'> awi kbqpft alivai.ttlifc 
vigour of ap^lfafatioh M ^h ttadertakiiigs^ is 
iisqtm^ a idiig ftriei 6f tittia to briag tbeat to 
^erfe6tidn^ Bit 6Atba^ ^f ibkpxlfty, and 4Mi 
ptt^tdks df d€Mreit, keep tfaie thoughts even of H* 
fcbatidoned theiihiHved b fo Mfeafy a Ibi^Mfev tbat 
they cannot but be delif oufs- of feoil deterfibiniiig 
ftie event 

'to fiippof!^' meii kfaowifagly to ooMfffiiie Mga^ 
g^t^^f iift a thoft inxpkray Undertaking) of^M* a 
haioit, a5 to render it abfdutely iiafioffible liir 
tiiendt t6: detit^ the leaft benefit ftoiki it^ i^tko 
loiig interval of nior6 than mtniy ^n^^ woatd 
be fti|)pormg^ What isdiMaiy oppdfile ftf ttomxura 
^ad^raVedfMd vieioUi h«^t> lind itinottfftelit 
^itfr tfte ftame of the hunibti mkk). i^ ta 
dbfe^ at fhe fiMne ttee, that hewe^^ fufe of 
fuccefs any fuch confpiracy mi^t appease, Hat 
tmeertakity of Ufk itf^^ for to long a period, 
would render Any beaelSes to be 6Xpe6^ Utom il^ 
ki i%e h^heft degltft pk'e^ariaffiit Sa tliat lijrin^ 

afide 
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lafide erery other confideratim ; tlmjlf^k dxcm^ 
fiance of the plot, that the whole tni^ft neceflarily 
lie donpant from the birth ofjphn, ftt the leaft till 
lie yf^ft^l twenty years of age, waff ineohfiftent 
Heith every motive that CQukl ppffibly; iodjiH^e anjE 
one to join ki focb jan: iitapoft^fe,. Nor gou14 
'Zachariad tiierefc^ hav^rhiizardedrjg^? imn-i^r^^X^ 
Ibiar, 4s fooliOily to reveal ^oft a d^g% in hppes 
0f procuring accomplice&Jn, his guilt 

i It is likewife ftill mitjre. iiDqredible^ th^t he lhoul4 
jtoi^ vestured on thi^ da^gerctos exfi^imenty cpulcf 
hb: even have believed it poffible to ga^n over fome 
parties to his. plot; on this farther account, that he 
muil know h^ had little lefs to fear, froj^i whoever 
he might prevail with to ajji/i in his deiigns, thaq 
thofe who Ihould at oqpe, r^e^ them. This Ipng 
interval of more than ttvwty years, which mufi of 
neceffity elapfe, b^stween the contrivgpc^, . and the 
execution of the impf^fture; afforded room for fo 
many yiciffitudes in the circumftaxiceS) and fuch 
a diiyige. of the inclinations, :of whoever might 
at 6t& join with him ip it ; as would give him the 
greateft reafon to apprehend a difcovery of it^ even 
from thems before it coi^ld have a chance for 

If an exaggeriited reprefe^tg.^ipn of the advan- 
tages to be expej^ed from it, had at firft warmed 
them ijn the purfuit; and from what has been 

proved 
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proved already, it is certain, nothing elfe could; 
this was a length of time, in which they muft fre- 
quently cool, and reflect upon the folly and un- 
certainty of the attempt- If they entered into it 
through licentious confidence, and the overween- 
ing profpe6ts of artificial joy, and temporary fits 
of refalution ; here was full time enough for the 
frequent defpondencies of an evil fpirit to undo the 
charm, and place the folly of fo ftrange a defigri 
full before their eyes. And what then could be 
expefted from them, but that at leaft in the de-^ 
fpondencies of ficknefs^ and at the approach o^ 
death, circumflahces very highly probable to attend 
them within fo long a period, they would naturally 
be led to make an ample difcovery of fo wicked a 
contrivance ; and bring the authors of it, if alive, 
to condign punilhment, before it could be put to 
the trial ? 

Nat, neither death nor fickriefs would have 
b^n at all requifite to bring on this difcovery. 
Whoever was capable of entering into fuch a con- 
federacy as thiSf for any fuch diftant and preca* 
ripus advantages, as it might feem at firft to pro- 
piife, must certainly have been capable of betraying 
it, when their firft fanguine hopes of its benefits 
died away; and they faw good reafon to exped: a 
far better, as well as immediate rewai;d, for reveal-^ 
ing it. 

H It 
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It 16 evideot then, on varipus accotuftts^ that ikii 
fuppofed impofture was oi fuck a nature^ as aot 
only to deprive Zacharias of all hopes of engaging 
i^y Qtie to confpire with him in it, but %%exk to 
render it almoft certain, that ^whoever he fhould 
iaapajrt it to, 'i^kether they became ajbciates m it or 
noty would iboo^r or l^^t^r betray ats impious defigna. 
Hbnce it n^iuft readily be allowed, that tf tke 
plot, we hiave been fuppofmg, with r^ard la 
John, could hav^ apy ^eal exiftenoe; andZacha-- 
ria$ could have been the contriver of the deceit ; 
be certainly woi^ild not have jQimd to k any othtr 
plan of impojGture, which would lay him under a 
neceiiity of pitQCii^ria;^ forn^^ aoc^mpUcesi, who mts& 
be made privy to Botk» He woijM httw pvo&^ 
cuted the jf%^ defiga, whiclgi wa« whai he was 
chiefly cpnq^ned fpF, akn^; md hi» wife JElizth 
bcth would have been found his only affiftant ia cair« 
fying iik Oh. 

]^Q& is there Foeoik IP object hese, tiiat thdogh 
the ti;utb of aU thi^ «m^t be owmed^ yet perhaps it 
mi^t not o^MVi to Zachamas ; \vho might be io 
pofiafied wi^ the hopea of fucceeds^g ii^ this eft- 
trapfdinpiry' de%i, hg the help ofi fome aflbciates^ 
as to overlop)£ the imminent daages he muft in« 
qur, in endeavauring tc^ procure them. IVue in* 
dee^i. it \% that impc^oni. ape fometimes^ iM tiieir 
guard, and found to \di inconiiftently, when their 

con- 



tondufl is dete6t^. j^t, in the foppofed cafe be* 
fore us, the danger of being betrayed ivas on many 
Accounts fo great, alfd on all accounts Ho obviousy . 
that it could not hare efcaped the notice even oi 
a raw beginner in the pra£tice of deceit. In this 
cafe, therefore, nothing can^ make it credible, that 
ZachariM, above all others, could be guilty of 
fo total a want of circumfpe£tion, in a paiticular, 
which fo nearly concerned, not his focoefe only^ 
but hii^ hSttf\ not his reputation alone, but hia 
life. 

Should we imagine him to have Jbe^i <:apalde 
of planning the decmt b^ore as, we ihcmld be 
forced to own^ at >the* fame time, that be vao& 
have been the mold cautious and careful con* 
cmI^ of \m true cfaarafi^r and afiions^ that ever 
lived. If at his age, and in his religioiis profef* 
Son, he was capable of fetting on foot fo im«« 
pious an undertaking;, it is evident he muft havtii ^ 
been long hardened in wickedgie&^ and have grown 
old in linw Yet fure we m^ that both He wsbA 
Eiizabetk had found means to fnpport an exetti- 
piary duurafibtr, which was never called in que^ 
tion. And tins too> notwithftani&ig that tiie wit- 
flefi, which Mkn aft^wards bore to Je/us^ muft 
saturslly havie led many of the Jews, and inore 
iMpecially tto rulers, to enquire forupuloufly into 
fhiir lifo and converfii^n. But ife, who cotdd 
tlius manage to advance in efteem for virtue, in 

H 2 pro-» 
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proportion ^ as he proceeded to greater lengths in 
iniquity, and never drew on himfelf the leaft fufpi* 
cion of his guilt, mud have been far too cautious a 
veteran in deceit, to have run the hazard of betray- 
ing himfelf in the manner now under confidera- 
tion., 

A PLOT, which, we have feen, he muft origi- 
nally have contrived, fo many years befoYe^the 
birth of a^ (on gave him an opportuni^ to attempt 
it ; and which he muft fo o£ten, in the mean time, 
have revolved every particular of, when the fond* 
nefs of conceit and the warmth of expectation were 
over, could not poffibly draw fo wary a deceiver 
into an overfight fo obvious and fo dangerous as 
this. 

After all, it plainly appears from the fuppofed 
contrivance itfelf, that ' he couM have no end to 
anfw^r by this ftep, in the leafl degree adequati^ 
to the danger incurred by it. None indeed could 
be of fufficient moment for an impoiior to purfue, 
which could not be obtained without expofing him- 
fidf to almoft certain dete£tion. If Zacluuias had 
even fo laid his principal plan with regard to 
Job% for the &ke of which only he could fet him^ 
felf to contrive any other, as to make ibme bSk^ 
ciates neceflary for its profecution ; the great dan* 
ger of attempting to procure any would certainly 
have made him alter his deiign. But, in facty the 

fuc* 
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fticcefs of Ae plot in queftion reiaiing to John, fuch 
as we now find it, could fcarcely be at all promoted 
by any teftimony, befides that of Zackarias and 
Elizabeth themfelves. 

All that He could poffibly defire, at the time 
of his fon's birth, muft have been, to eftablifti the 
credit of that divine meflage, which, he affirmed, 
had been delivered to Him by an angel from hea- 
ven ; and 6pon the authority of which, John's whole 
claim to infpiration was neceflkrily to depend. Now 
ttois divine meffage was publiftied as having been 
delivered to Zackarias alone^ and confequently 
could not admit of being attefted by any other 
peribn whatever. All, therefore, that any accom* 
plices could poffibly do to ftrengthen the caufe, 
was, to p\ibli(h the accounts of other divine meflages 
revealed to tiiemfelves; calculated to confirm the 
truth of^Zacharias'sotr/^ relation. But if his account 
of his vision ihould not be believed upon the 
ftrenglh of his affertion; enforced by fo refined an 
arti%!e, as his pretmded loss of fpeech, for a li^ 
mited time only, in confequence of it; Zacharias^ 
couI4 hiiveno hopes of ^ftablifhing its credit, by th6 
teftimony of any other peTfom^ of Jar /e/J weight' 
and aifthority than bifmfelf. 

At this time, it muft be remembered, he was 

fyit advanced ih years, and pofleffed the charaS^r 

pf a nM) of true probHy and religion. - His facred 

- H 3 pro^ 
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profeffion Ukewife would qf i^lf, in great mea- 
fore^ fecure him from being tbou^t papable of 
contriving a forgery of fo heinous a nature, His 
im>n teftimony therefore, he well knew, qame fq 
flrongly recommended to th^ publici by his age, 
hi& profeffion, the general opinion of bis virtue, 
and his feeming miraculous lofs of fpeech, that if 
TkU aloqe proved unable to gain belief for the fa£)3 
he related, the a4ditioa qf one or two corrobor 
rating, but /ar kfs creditable, witnefles m\x& be 
uielefs and vain. If the people diibelieved him 
khm/hlf, he kn^w afluredly, they mud regard the 
r^ as Merior accomplices in the fame craftj der 
fign, and rqje^ all their pretended revekitioiis witb 
dild^in. 

Ik the ntean while it U incredible, that Zacha- 
rias ihoukl imagine, the people wouH at. tliis time 
in particular, prove averfe to. the reception qf fuch 
a revelation, a$ he made public among them : Off 
coniequently, tbat bis own eftablilhed qhara€i:es 
would now, niore than ever, k^ i^jh&tieolk to pnh 
GUPe htm thdr l^elief 

. In; otber nations ioideed, wliofe biftcHwa pre^ 
tfnded to no nioFe, than a f^w lyicertaMi aecounts 
of divine interpqfitions ; wboievte had mMei puUki 
a revelation qf tiiiis kind, mi^t with gockl renlbn 
aj^^HT^end, it would require the teikhocimy of mow 
t^iaii^ Qne, to gain cr^^ ^ %h an ifiapQ&^^ 

But 
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Bot with ihse Jews the cafe was quite different 
Thedr reUgbvBi and civil hiftory being woven to* 
gather in the fiune records, and confiftipg of little 
tkk than k continued ferie^ of immediate revela* 
tions from God^ authenticated in tiie moft unquef* 
tiooable manner ; fuch divii^ iqterpofitions were fo 
£kr from appearing, to their apprehenfions, ftrange 
or improbiLble^ in the nMure of the things that they 
were fanridiariacd to the omceptions of even th^ 
loweftof tine people. 

TiiJS¥ had been fitvoured Ukewife with a long 
fiiftoeffion of {H-ophets, whole f^edi6i]0iii6 had been 
vteified, in the mo& fignal revoludonB of thetr ftato 
and nation; and on .whoTe authdrity they now con* 
fidciitVy dxpe^d the fpeedy manifeftation of the 
Meffiah. Their liberty too had been at length 
fwalliowed up by the Roman power^ and they be^ 
gBttk laore eagerly to , look for the arrival of that 
Icrag pnanifed prinde, with whom they expend 
Bothing le& than univerfal dominion. 11^9 im** 
patiently were the Jewifli nation at this time ex^ 
pe&il^ tbe iiidden appearance of their mighty de- 
Hnrer* 

Alii> cQuld Za^rifts apprehend, when the 
pieople w^i^ im fuc^ a temper as ii^B, that they 
woiatd be, mmv ihoce tbas\ otdinat^iiy averib to be^ 
tiering any divine retelation^ upon tlie report of 

H 4 one 
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ofie of his profeffion, and eftabliflied good chm^tBer ; 
and more particularly, a revelation which proclaimed 
the actual arrival of the Meifiah's immediate fore-* 
runner?, Could he think, that they would now at 
laft b^in to call in queiiion the honefty of one, 
whofe piety they had ever till this time revered ? 
On the contrary, mnft he not rather have expefted, 
tliat they would receive with joy the glad tidings 
of the Mefiiah's approaching manifeftatum ; and, 
inftead of now firft fufpefting hi$ veracity, wait^ 
with a pleafing hope, fbi the abcompUihmmt of 
the predi3;ion? And with this opinion, founded 
upon the well-known expe^t^ms of the whole 
people, joined with the conictoufheis of his own 
eitabliQ^ed .chara3:er, it would be abfurd to ima-r 
gine, t^at fo artful an impofior could fooliihly 
run the riik pf being almoft inievitably betrayed, 
merely to procure aflbciates, whofe conc^nrraiee 
was fo far from neceflary, that they could not 
at all affift hipi in the execution/ of his fuppoied de^ 
figps, 

It has appeared then, that the fuppofed iixH 
poiture of Zacharias, relating to his own Jon^ was 
of fo peculiar a nature, that be Ihiniielf could not 
entertain hopes of procuring imy aibciates in i(» 
Ihould he miake the attempt; and muit bftie been 
feMbl^, that if kp qould, it was next to pertain 
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they wotAd betray him, ' long before the plot could 
be put in execution. It has appeared likewife, 
fhat he could not but belieTC, that his own charad^er 
was fuffideot to bear him out ; or, if That (hould 
prove infufficient, that the affiftance-'of any aflb- 
ciates, he could procure, would be ftill more un- 
able to fupport his caufe. And farther we have 
. feen, the fuppofed plot it/elf, if there was one, was 
fo contrived, that in fad he ftood in need of no 
afTociates at all, 

Fao3i all thefe particulars we cannot but draw 
this conclufion, that if Zacharias had been a 
wicked deceiver, and the contriver of fuch a falfe 
revelation concerning his awn fon^ he certainly 
would not have fet on foot, at the fame time, any 
other confpiracy, which would oblige him to re* 
veal to any one hi& chief defign, relating to John. 
This mult have been his only attempt; and his 
wife Elizabeth would have been found the only 
perfon concerned with him, in carrying this on. 
And confequently, fince it has before indifputably 
appeared that two other perfons, Jofeph and Mary^ 
were as intimately concerned in the whole tranfac* 
tion relating to John^ as Zacharias and Elizabeth 
themfelves ; and likewife, that they were All en- 
gaged together, at the fame time, in another fimilar 
fTanfa6:ion relating to Jejus ; we are reduced to the 

necei&ty 
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liecefiity of acknowlec^ki]^ that tfa«re coold be 
no impilfture at all in the cafe; or at Icaft, that 
Zackarias and Elizabeth could not be the originiii 
tMitrivors of Both the plots^ if any fuch iniquitout 
deception can Jiill be fuppofed. 



SEa* 
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SECTION y. 



ff Zaqharias and Elizabeth could ha^e been the 
authors of.fuch a double imfofture^ they coul4 
not have applied to Jofeph and JNfary, to take 
pgrt xpith them in carrying it on. 



u 



JriAVING proceeded thus far in i»roof of Za-* 
chariais inQoceoce of the impoitures ia 4e* 
bate, in order to place the incredibility of hi& 
having contrived them, in thj^t •clear and fti'ong 
light, which the nature of the c^e allows, it wHi 
now be neceffary to tak^ fomc more particular noi 
tice of Jofeph and Mary, who, we have feen, muft 
from the beginning h^ve beaa privy tQ Zacharias's 
defigns. 

Fob the prefent th^nj^ let ns wave all that has 
been proved to the contrary, and^ ftiU fiippofe it 
poiTible for Zacharias to have contrived both the 
plots in queftioQ ; and to have reiblved to run the 
hazard of procuring fome ailbciates to carry them 
on. After all, it will yet be founds tiiat ,/^A aocl 
Mary weipe in feveral, the moft material^ circum*^ 
iW^f^h per|Qn3 abfolu&ely unfit for his deO^s ; 



108 THE DTVIN£ MISSIONS OF ^ Parti. 

fiichy as it is utterly inconceivable he ihould ven- 
ture to make acquainted with his plots, or in the 
leaft expe6t to affill; hin^ in them ; and fuch^ in- 
deedj as he could by no means think capable of 
ever confenting to abet them. 

A MORE unanfwerable argument cannot be de- 
fircd, to ihew the impoffibility of Zacharias's 
fingling out Mary, for a confederate in the con- 
fpiracies fuppofed, than the confideration of her 
youth. 

The moft authentic writers inform u§, that 
marriage was, ftriCtly fpeaking, fo truly univerfal 
among the Jews, that they efteemed it an abfolute 
command of God, which every man was indifpen- 
fably obliged to comply with, as foojx as he camcT 
to years of maturity. That, on this, account, it 
was reputed among them highly finful, for a mau 
to remain unmarried after he was arrived at twenty 
years of age. And that, in confequence of this 
opinion, the men were all married by that time, 
and generally fooner ; and the women even much 
7/ounger JiilL For though a pofitive command laid 
upon- the man only, was thought fufficientj and 
therefore they did not hold, that a fimilar com- 
maiid lyas kid upon the woman alfo; yet we are 
affured, what indeed will fcarcely be doubted, that 
in faft the women were always married, at iSrft, 
nmck younger than the men. They were gene- 
rally 
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rally betrothed, when only tm years old; and even 
married, in the , higher ranks, extremely young- 
And judging upon a very fair average, we may be- 
lieve their nuptials were completed about the age of 
fifteen^ at the lateft, through the whole body of the 

people*. 

This 

^ As this is a point of no fmall importance in the queftion. 
and the fa6b here aflerted are fo different from what obtains in 
this part of the world ; it will be proper here to eAablifh the 
truth of them, by more good authorities than one, / 

** The JewB are very warm aflertors of the honour, and 
fan6iity of marriage ; they extol it infinitely above a (ingle life, 
and hold it a condition more fui table to nature, more ad van* 
tageous to mankind, and more acceptable to God ; fo that 
they admit of no unmarried fed among them ; but^ on the 
contrary, look very jealouily upon fuch of their nation, as 
either marry not at all, or long defer it. " Wedlock they 
'* efleem among the affirmative precepts, which they make 
** obligatory upon their whole nation. Every male coming to 
^ years of maturity, is bound to take a wife to increafe his 
** family. — Upon this account their efpoufals are very early, 
** their daughters being ufually betrothed at ten years of age; 
** and if they are rich, are married very young.'' LewisS 
Heb. Antiq. b. vi. 35. — See alfo particularly, b, vi. 24. 

" The Jem are obliged to marry, becaufe God's precept 
to the firft man, of peopling the earth, " increafe and mul- 
" tiply," dill continues in all its force. " Woe to the man 
f* who lives in a houfe without a wife." They come not under 
this law till they are twenty years of age ; " but then they 
^* muft marry, otherwife they fin againft God and his ordT- 

nance. They become murtherers ; they deftroy the image 

"of 
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This being the cafe, we are warranted to cod^* 
i^ude^ tiiat at the time, when Zacharias muft have 

iingled 

" of the firft man ; and caufe the Holy Spirit to withdraw 
" himfelf from Ifrael/' It is a queftion in the Talmud, " Who 
** is he that prollitutes his daughter ?'' and the'anfwer is, ** the 
'^ father that keeps her too long at home, or marries her to an 
** old man/' — ^The Jev^ do twt generally wait twenty ^ears« 
They make contra^ betwixt their children betimes, and ex-* 
ecvte them as foon as poflible. — In the mean time, a daughter 
married by her father, before Jhe is twelve years old and a half^ 
has the privilege of feparating upon a fimple difguft at her huf- 
band, becaufe ihe was not then at the ^ge of choo(iQg.^^-Baf« 
nage's Hift. of the Jews, b. v. 19. — For want of the original I 
have quoted from Taylor^s tranflation. 

" Certainly among the Jcwifh nation, they were fo far from 
accounting the vow of virginity a piece of devotion and rein 
{ion, that they accounted it a reproach for a woman to be 
childlefs ; nay, a reproach for a woman not to be married.'^ 
•— ^ And a greater reproach it was for a woman not to be mar* 
ried.'' — Nay, the Jews, in their traditional law (by which they 
were led too much), did not only account it a Jkame not to be 
narriedy but a 'fin^ and a breach of God's command. Fos 
thofe words (Gen. i. 28), "be fruitful and multiply," they 
account ^tonly a bleiling'; but a command; and reckon it the 
firfl command of the iix hundred and thirteen commands that 
are in the law/'— Ligbtfoot, Vol. II. p. 12l6. 

On another occafion he quotes the following pafiage froai 
M'aimon. — << The man is commanded concerning begetting 
and multiplying, but not the woman. And when doth the 
man, come under this command? from tke age of fixtee% or 
feventeen years. But if he exceeds twenty years without marry- 
ing, 
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fingled out Mirj^, as a proper perfon to affift him 
IB carrymg on bis impious defigni, and one whom 

he 

ing, behold he violates, and riders an qfirmatifttt pree^ vain,'* 
-— Lightfoot, V. ii. p. 757* 

" AmoQgft the peopie of the Jews^ the defire of iffue made 
ikem mazxy very young : tnq^ of th$ men W6r« married at e^h^ 
teen year^ of 4^.-^AI)ex^ Reflec. on the foor laft books oit 
Mofes, ch; 20. 

'^ Mafculi omnes tenenttir uxorem ducere, ubi attigocunl^ 
fexdecem cut /eptemdecem annw** — " The men are aU obliged 
to marry, when they arrivo at Jeventeen or eighteen yettru <^ 
mgeJ^ Lamy> App. BibL p. 140.-^-^' At eighteen a (btt is t» 
iparvy/' lewis's BqU An^q. b. v. cb. 39* 

In confirmaiioQ of thefe authorities a great vavUtj of T9gl^ 
Jation$, which were obferved among the Jews, prove the oar-^ 
Mnef^ of their marriages beyond alt difpute.— ^It was provided, 
that a woman betrothed before Jhe was twelve yeflrs old^ could no( 
be taken to her hufband's houfe without her own confent, tilt 
Jhe was twelve complete. — If a woman was completely married 
tefhre the age of twelve and a Halfy (he might obtain a divorce^ 
upon a fimple difguft. A man of thirteen years, of age^ and. a 
Hboman at twelve arid a haffy was at full liberty to enter into a^ 
contrad of marriage without the confent of parents or guar- 
dians. — if a woman was betrothed before the agp of twelve^ (ho 
had a power of deferring the marriage for atwelvemonth ; when- 
ever the hufband propofed to her to complete it, — U betrothed at 
the age of twelve and a half, /he might put off the marriage till, 
Jht was a year older. Blit if (he was 'thirteen and a hatf^^ or 
oMeTy at the time of betrothing , (he had no fffwer to. delay thci 
marriage for more than thirty days, after the maji propofci to 
her the completing of tbeir marriage,— -If the man deferred 

the 
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be fuppofe4 likely to uodertake the part he iotended 
for h^r in them, She could not be more than about, 
fourteen years^ of age. 

From the hiftory itfelf it plainly appears, that 
even cfter the birth of Johriy which muft have 
been near a twelvemonth after Zacharias's frji ap- 
plication to Mary, (he was ftiU only betrothed^ 
not yet married to Jqfeph. ' " The birth * of Jefus " 
" Chrift %vas on this wife. When as his mother 
** Mary was efpoufed to Jofeph ; before they came 
** together flie was found with child of the Holy 
" Ghoft." In confequence of which it follows, 
that " Jofeph was minded to put her away pri- 
vily." But it is plain likewife, that Jofeph was not. 
apprized oi Mary^s fituation till juft after the birth 

ihe completion of the marriage, longer tiian the expiration of 
thefe legal times (except in cafes of neceflity), he was bound 
to Support the woman he had betrothedy till he finally married 
her. 

Thefe peculiar regulations prove clearly, tha^tfroifn before, 
the age of ten, to about thirteen yearsy was the period, in which 
the loomen among the Jews were cuflomarily betrothed. And 
when we confider this, jointly with the authorities juft pro- 
duced, it cannot be dqubted, but that marriage was, ftrictly 
fpeaking, univerfal among the Jews ; and that in naming even 
the age of Jifteen years for that limit, in which the Jcwijh^ xvo^ 
men were Jirft married, we have allowed, at the leail, full as 
long a period as the cafe can require. 

* Matt. !• 18. 

of 
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of Jb^s. Tor upon the angel's appearing to Mary^ 
and! infoming her *, as we are told, that her coufin 
^izabeftfa was then iiK months gone with child ; 
^ Miry J we find, immediately left her own home, Xd 
go to JBlizabeth ; '^ and abode with her three 
*^ months, tiU her full time oaoie, and ibe brought 
* '^ fordr a foil f. -' Then it was, at her return home 
from Elizabeth^, upon the^ hhHk of John^ and while 
her marriage \fiSii Jofepk rasiained yet to be com^ 
pkttdi that He became acquainted with her preg-^ 
nancy, and began to think of putting her away* 
Nor did he take her home to his omi houfe, which 
was part of the matrimonial ceremony among 
the Jeivs, tjUl at leaft ibme little time af^r this ; 
when, as he afierted, the angel had'i appeared to> 
bim, add told him, toftar $tQt to ttike uOto kim 
Md^y his wife X^ From all which it is abundantly 
enden^ that e^rexi fo lateiKS after Xl^ birth of John, 
Maryyu^A not yet ^JStxk^yi .married to Jo^h* 
thom^ they had. been for fome tune betrothed Vi 
each other. 

. It has been proved already ^, that Jqfeph and 
Mary vaxA have been ehjgaged by Zacharias in his 
^efi^,. if they were ei^aged in tiiem M all, be« 
fof^ the time o& kis: oui» v^en in tbe. temple. It 
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t Mat^.i^20*.., ; ' $ See pages 58— 67. 
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is iacl^afd 9ppweQt> fcem the Mtinre d tiw^ialfe 
flonai) ^at b^'^ho 1^ im^biiQ eatmQnimaryr{iHrt 
tQ pllty>i^t)]d mitde ufe of fo much nefiood artifice al 
Jlj^ pposring of the pl0t, muft ceMaiqly hamevteloen 
^^tO'j^ute ftich ftflociates, as he had.oiadid ekfi 
iA^ltd^ wqilifite lor. its .fiicdefs/ befope «be «iiiid; 
wJki»' ti^ {ibuDL.waA a&uaUiy te be put; in exetutibii! 
S<^ tbalitapp^lH'^, ^Zipharias nuiil bA$» fia^ledjodl 
Mt^, M: at petitm b«lib ttkely and proper te <saTf^ 
CO Ibai ieaipoftiire be bad ecsntraTOd ; jebd mnit^ >bi^ 
^j^^u^kltted i^ker hits liHboledefigD^ dndia^aUy 
^r#je^^lig)S(l.b^ 4q eflUliiftS ftfejofteDRai^ di^ 
iilitiPk«^iP^f6(^t^ <^i^ iit» abPMtf a tweii9eauB3^h>:.jat 

4(y7i^l^;'>at .^bich time Aia.oiiiiid' fbacself: j}« 

^^tfti^ to febb >Aort:4>iC&iDnr;' .\vli^ 
y» idtoved A ^mbsdilsi^ or , enresL a ifb^idlb i^SppcM 
fition ? Whether it is conceivable, that alD ascb 
Imgc^ftpTf gf«i*)n ^grty . ite Ib^ v pra&isii «fl frAud 
and. ^iifl^!»dQ<Jito,, ' ei}»l: ikilledr >tn dii tteiar^fiifidb 
Q^e/Ikry. tOtiCairy oh ^ dsaek; '/aSi;^Je^ 
It deo^dr^ ; inikftiiaii>iioeA;^:ihfMkldt«Aceili :ja[i^4 
who was not arrived at the full ufe of her under- 
i):anding, a fit pittfrdn to carry on ai long^alid 
iutficate ^1a;|JLin of tbe moil impious tmpOf^es? 

: . Whether, 
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fled '.ftt l)llecnien^A£ f^^ yiKateoi^A;4^rsif($^.Mi«| 
flioekeii a£ fte sfiOK^r* .^H^i^M|l(| «ttM8tfPit(t|p jy«jicft 
her into it? .1 . ).v , i 




tip". 

Teftapvent, Vo). I. c. 20. /• ^ ^ 

. « Virgines multa cura feWantur abditae mMliofUIMf;^)inBft 
Hifici #it»l'!]MbiJiffni ^^d ii^ :f^, ja||ff:t|n<]^^.T4 — ^ 

doors'srxfirom whd^oe a virgin isr^all^ia. HebreVv gnalema ; 

<rate, in the bufinefs thai belongs to their fex. Tl^iey were fel- 
dom allowed to go abroad ; and on this account a danghter in 
the Hebrew language is called Abm; which ^ilt^<AfeWi:icI^ 



: TiiEi^^Mely are (fudlions i^e ^not fadittte 
howi«o AttiWien WejiMy >w4th confideace pto* 

tii^iedy ^ad^'ftire. to^pky fbr)his vHlainyt i»iili hk 
fite, 'yoiimUt<}ly to ikfit 0pBn to one, trhofe j^Mrtfc 
^dj4^6JcpeneQC€i altiblutely ii^^^ i£r«ft fiMs 

givitig^3 hfM^^l^tdnee ; and ' wlWyfe ^^xoi/Sii^ aad 
^t}v^''«&]k^lhieDce of ftich erimes, wouMimniB 
kuman^fi^^lMUty induce h^r «» fmblKhi ihem to 
the world. 

Nothing can render it poffible for Zadiarias 
to have pitched upoii a ytvimfo-ifining^^ mah/j 
to niaike a confederate in /wcA'a fcKemei dr acife6uni 
for Her engaging in it, but the fuppoution, thkt ihe 

• I • " 

had) aireadyr gifj^cvery p)0ii|i,proQ^'Of lb pi^pitgaie * 
a 4ifp(^tion^ <^<ilniti it^ might ^MturaUy be fupfiofed^ 
flie Ms (^i^l& bf dfitering '1^ m^ 

terpfizei iie could pbltibly * prbpofe tp her- A fbp- 
^ pofit^qi^pi^if^H.ftccpMpts abifiriil,^.^ impo^leto 
&n7e'be6n''tr]ie*ii - ' . ;- j ;j. jj-f : . . . .. - , ■'.:>. ^::'/ ^^ 
* Had tbisi beto the cafe^^ it maft ceFtaihty have 
been much bfettfer kno^ri At\A^^^ ftife'plade 

where Mdry^ live^, than it cbulcl be to Zdcha-^ 
ru^ who dwelt At) fi^rm f^ wh|9^ ^ras ^ great 

.pi * ;lt.k ft g^cTHlJl^uniCfili^^ PP WVq,. that ;?acl»w dw4t at 

Hebroni— ^' For though it is true indeed, the pricAs aA^r 

j^,tgtgta from Babyloo' wvre sot all difpofed and placed in 

an 
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!06Amce oS*. Bitt^had the' i^ighb^aurhDod; 
ivhc^re M»i^ i^efided, toown, or <Mily fufpefited; 
bear to liave b^en guUty, not of any enormous 
crino^ only, but of any vicious condu6t what? 
WW, it would imqu^l^iQn^y have been reporfed 
fbopt^ jand bei* ^epatationdeftroyed; at ieaft a9 
ibcsi as fbe began to fat up for a publiiher of di? 
vine revelations, and fhe 'mji honour^lt mtithcr oi 
jtbe M^^h* \ The . pj^saiuns, which pQo|)le of all 
laiiks and ftations are wiiverfailly found to taki^t 
in e;(p<^ng the faults and failur^es of all witliia 
their knowledge, eipecjaUy when they make pre? 
tenfions to fometbing mpre excellent than a,ll about 
them, %vill not allow us to fuppofe, that, if Mary 
had given figns of fo bad a difpofition, thofe who 
lived. near, and were upon a level with her, would 
buve (uffered her tp efcape without this public 
.condemnation. 

Hf:it kiferior rank in life too will not fui&r u$ 
.to onagine, that (he could have been guilty of 

all thofc very fame dwellings they had poflefled before the 
captivity ; yet is it probable that Zachary, who was of the feed 
of Aaroh, being here faid to dwell in the hill country of Judea, 
might have his boufe in Hebron, which is more peculiarly faici 
to be the dty of Aaron's of&pring, Jofli. xxi. 11/'— Li^tfoot 
BO Luke i« 39. Vol. II. ^6. AUix on the N.T. 19%. 
, • The hill country of Judea was about feventy miles from 
Kazareth, where Mary lived. Macknight's Comment on hi& 
Harmony^ fe6t. 4. 

13 fuch 



tfaem. In tb6' more exAitid rftaiioiib ip^Mltb ffiiky 
fotneciiMB fiipply meAHs Iqid dpp^^nitiei^ (tf<dMi« 
dsalmg ^mr true diar^^teM; and ibch. nfti^M fi* 
lit^ not fit fdr th# puliiie vkw. But 7%^ «laA>«f 
the people, ;Wbo. are obliged to* Uboiir fon^ttt^ 
ihppdrf^ ft!id itt if^bich the kitend^d tt;t/i* of Jo/ifh 
-wwt, ar^^ftkute o^ fueb reiburces. 7%dr ftltbitev 
^n^ Mti tiie general teilour. of ^eif UVeft, ar6 fo 
ito, M lea^ aAa¥oklably «xpdfed «6 the obi^rvatkM 
HJF^ll ali^t^them^ ttilitll^y cannot go any cdtiQder^ 
4Ut teiigAs in vicle, without brhiging theuifelvtes iht6 
^fiMUPBi Mpkiatk at leaft, if tiiey are rtot eve<i ft^u^ 
«JIy det^a^d, 

fr k ^ertsfore uttenly itieonceiyabl^ that Jk^fy 
kmiU alreadjjr h6.te be^ g^Uty of any thing lb bad^ 
w Meed of^atlybad conduA at tA\^ wbioliF doiM 
make Zacharias believe her capable ctf ^intf^o^tl^itog 
fa rniquitoiM ^pBLr% a^ he muft have d^gn^tf her to 
ta, without liavmg beoo^He profKy^tiQimbly infii^ 
mou$ ; pr at leaft of a very Jufpicwus chara3;er, in 
the neighbourhood where ffie lived. Whereas vre 
havQ fiiflicicnt reafon to Ijelieve, that no Qbje6i;idns 
>i'ere ever raided to Mary'^ vdrt^e and integvityi 
t If «ay . couki have, been ufgad^ aa tftey ivbuM 
unquefliotiably hoite been n^ad^ ^iiiUic, tod handi^ 

^down t6 tis ; fo would the^ iXave feiidered Mary 

(tbfituUl^ unfit for* JJachahas to'haye applied to, 

: for 
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far m ift^ocmt(^ \h bis plot Had hit dbar^£f isr 
been \n^ tht Tfeaft degliee fufpicious, any appaifent 
conneftk* wJth iitVy in a feriei* bf amazing cventt, 
great part of whicfi Were fo circumftanced, a^ to 
depend upon her vefacity for their only imrnfe- 
dia^ proof, at that titae, muft unavoidably have 
made every one af^prehienfive of fotne deceit. Thtf 
ftppofitiett of Mahf^ being engaged by 2ach&rids 
to catty on his fttp^6fed impofture, i^ therefore 
plainly inconiiilent with, and deftruCtive of itfelf. 
It necdfarily fuppofes her reputation to have been 
Aifpieious, at ItTaft^ in order to account for his 
judging her a proper perfon to carry oft his dc- 
^ns; though if is evident, that the leaft impu- 
tation upon her chara6ker, muft have made his 
aflbeiftting wirii her, the feadiefi way to prevent 
Ws fuecefe. . 

As for Zachntitts htm/eify we have already feen, 
M had always found meansi to fupport ah exem- 
plary ihartiJSker. Ibr Htm therefore to have picked 
6uf tfriiffbtfiate^ tt^hofe mtegrity was looked upon 
4s of a diibbu* nature; trould have been pur- 
pofely leflening his authority, and foolilhly bring- 
ing *hSsi eftabhfhed credit iiito queftion. A con- 
dufti it mnft be owned, too apparently abfurd, 
to fuppolfe him dapahle of puf fuing ; and which 
the event has ftiewn he dfd not in faft adopt, had 
lie^eeB-capttbleofit Had if/^ry's integiity been 
'^^ '^ 14 but 
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but of a queltionable nature, the Jewifli ruJerSy 
in^ho had never hearkened to John^ and at leo^ 
crucified JeftLs^ would not have failed to expofe Aer, 
with the utmoft virulence and malipe. This they 
would afluredly have done, to convince the people 
of the wifdom of their own conduCi, and to ihew 
them, that tlve whole feries of miraculous events, 
,attefted both by Zacharias and Her^ were, at tlie 
bottom, nothiag better than a ixK>ft audacioas im* 
ppfture/ 

In fhort, to raider it poflible for Zacharias 
to have attempted makmg Mary an accomplice in 
the plot fuppofed, we muft refolutely maintain the 
truth of one or other, of the follomng molt abfurd 
fuppofitfons. . 

. Either Mary^ whil^ ihe wa$ yet quite a^, 
and before ihe was betrothed to Jojkphy inuft hai^ 
been guilty oi fuch crimes as (hewed her to be fit 
for Zsc^am/s defigns : and thefe crimes, though 
well known to Zacharias. who lived at a confider* 
ble dif^ance from Nazareth, .were never, at any tim€, 
fo much as fufpe6);ed in the very place where She 
kerfelf^ refided, 

Oa elfe her wicked conduS: was realhf toell 
fcnown to her nei^hours and acquaintance at 
Nazareth ; but they were all fo firmly attached to 
her interefl, and the two grand impoftures ihe lb 
foon engaged in, that ngf one of them ever Htrayei 
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the leq/i hint tif hc?r mifiiemeanors, even though the 
laykig open her trae chara^ler, would certainly have 
been reeom^nfed with very great rewards. - * 

- Oit, tlrirdiy, though Mari/ had aftually gdne 
pedX len^hs in iniquity, neither ZacttariaSj . nor 
4mf one elfe, had atiy caufe to fufpeO; it; and yet 
Zacfusrias pitched upon Her for afting a principal 
part in his plot ; and imparted it to her, without 
ja&y ref^bn^ whatever f6r imagining (he could be 
ec^ble of entering into^ it/ 

Ob^' m the lafi place^ Mary\ cdnduQ; had 
TtMy been irreproachable, till Zaekarias Xim^ 
imacoomvMbly laid open tp her his da^tious de- 
figos; bot then, all at mce, ihe wilHngly con- 
fpiired with him, in publifliing the moft imptdus 
forgeries^ for divitie revelations ; and ever after 
oonkioued i(b ^hardened atld undaunted; a§ nevei^^ 
^ make the kaft confbffion, or acknowiedgmeht of 
her crimes. 

Such ase the conditions, and the only condi* 
tionsy on which it is allowed us to believe, that 
Zaeharias aittempted to make Mary a confederate 
in the profecution of his Aippofed impofture ; 
} and that' Mary really became, an accomplice with 
him in it But as ^ each of thefe conditions 
abounds in abfurdities, impoflible to be admitted ; 
it mull at length be acknowledged^ that>. had Za- 

. charias 
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f^aias ^^#u#y platmed ibcb an ^imfioftitrc, b» 
coulfl ^nqt iiave applied to .Mafyy to laflift bioa in^ 
carrying it on ; nor Maty have complied with hw. 
propofal}: if lie had. And fiace it is likewife luide- 
nialfly plains that JlitfT^ was as much aprin^pal is^ 
i^wMe tranfaftioo, as ZachariasMm/itf; we mmi 
obliged to confefs, from the evidence of inc^MM^tk 
«bk ff£^9 .4hat the two impoftMrQs: fuppt^fed nmflf 
be ali -a mere grouddlefe imt^gin^oQ; . or^ M^t lea^ '^ 
that Zacharias and EUzabfth iiould mth^ tile mk6 
thors of them Both^ if ia lti£i; there tpuld h^toy 
^eeit jjit all in the Qafe. 

With Tegarid toJofi^^ we caiidot «l|^ iojca^r; 
ai^y the ftmne maooeir as tre havd eodceraiog;: 
Maryt becaufe his ag^^ at the time of has '!Ki8i>: 
ria|^ with Marjfi i£i it diTputed poimu; llhenmrt 
jority indeed fiippofe her -tb have beto : his J$^ 
"^nfe; in which cafe we might fa&ijr n\j upoa^ 
his being fcarcely abwe twenty years old \ irt the* 
fim^ lirbeq Zaohtri^ tmdk imve applied to iK;n 
Itkewife Jfeo take, part in his plot Bdt fome atw 
tbbrs not only imagine him to have been married,, 
and to have had children before thiS' time^ buti 

b^ve even tilo^g^t he was ahnoady a very ohk. 

'* - / 

. . 1.4 Xa.. ... 

* As will appear upon confidering the coftclufioiv eftfibUft^d 
f^om p. S8| to p.jS)'; together with the particuliiWcontajiied iii 

' . . . > man* 



nan '"'. filow^^r^ xbdofe lyKicb fif tfatTe 4>pjbidAa 
fm {JdMe, leftbtr oi (them will ilfibrd 110 1 fuffiteirat 
fvidendo of tlte koralibiltty.oC Hit bebg applied 
lo b j( <2«fcAarJa9 fuppofiid impofiure* 

• > If rive wcibfacto the Jiffi fuppcfittioiv Mtd thac 
iDC^ti cQ^mofligr/, ii«wiye|4 bis jfi)i^ itfid^ coii« 
tid«fied 19 aiUjitt^^pOii&qMeiiic^i^ vrfaioh need not 
bere lk9 4<3^fiittd'-5frni will, be iBkji a <»r«iiimfo^o^ 
^ jfl alpQe fiilKcifiiit : ;tQ rt ftdw;.JSae&tf im's afipl^^ 
S9g <Q ' Ji^, ^|kb .tbfe ikii^ in ^neStioa, tei^ 
l^iiclldjr <iiit0ri9^^ SunP<>f<^ biiti, with the othcRT 
fide^ very far advanced in yeimi aAdiit'vvitt be but 
plunging ink) oq^ iiifuperable3difficulty> in onder 
Ip .gfi( ikm tif ahdtbm. /p^^dWl* m iappofe 
}iim to have be^, die ihortt glaringly impafl&fa&s 
it J^uft appear^ for oneJp hialow ftation of life; 
ffod who, ;before >he could he tiioughtjcapable of 
jcanfpking ili fucb a deceit^ muft ItaVedbetinufdl 
klHrdoned in tb» pra6ki« of vice; to have kept bis 
ttiM chUfAAsr fo ejp»&tt«tly condealed, that oiot 
even his enemies ihould ever call his integpty in 
^ftiML Yet ttis: it Is certain he mull have 
Ame,: ib€s> th0 inm3§0t k^u n«tr hefittM .t9 
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the more received opinion, coiifult Grot, on Matt, xxiii. 5S» 
XJghtfoot, Vol, I. p, 2^8, . , ^. 
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affiroiy he wtaji.a jufi' pian* ; aofd the Jews have 
never contradi3;ed the afiertion; niotwithftaiidiDgwe 
know very well bow defirous they muft have been tcf 
blaft Ills reputatbc^. And to thb we fouft add, thtfl 
, if Jqfepk was now eighty years of age^ as feme au« 
thors report^ or even many yeavs younger^ aUihe 
vamus abfurdities of his ^t^^g iiito fo ^iedimis a 
plot, as that in queftion, muft have ap|>6ai'ed f^ 
obvious Xxi Tatharias^ as well n» Jo/kph hinifklff 
tiiakitiscleaiiy incredible He could apply to «/oy^ 
to take, part in .it, or tfasut Jq/eph could. have con* 
iented to it^.af he had* 

. It muft therefore be given up as am incredible 
ittMg^natioa, tiMit^Jg^h could be fednced by Za-^ 
ciariojr to take part in the confpiracy in queftion; 
or elfe we muft maiidiain, that even more moral im^^ 
poffibilities, . than thofe which have joft now ihewli 
the falfahood of tliis fuppofition, with legard to 
Mgrjfi ought not to be allowed their natural wei^ 
and influence, in determining its credibilily with 
relation to Jofeph. , . * 

' But befidea, can any thing be much mvre' ktp 
pjcpbable, than that a Jewi/h prie/i, who hftd,coiii> 
ceived a defign no lefs ambitious, tlian that of 
letting up his own fon for the Far€9^fmer xji the 
Meffiahy (honld choofe for his alTociates in the 

•  ^ •  

.. . . • '■  - • • 
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profecutkm #f filch a p4an, p^fons.af fo, offfeure.^ 
ftttHon >es Jojiphmd Mary w^e? Cpujid the fame 
PftWi lyiiQ wa» capaWe of fftrmi^g fq inicpiitousr ^ 
^viee, to ^tify an unboqpdc^d pride and ^^bitiony 
0bo9fe to ^ eoMb^ft^^l, i^, tjbifB prqfepytion of it^ 
with m 9>^mi<frp!B9aeir 9^d bis, ^ifc ? Nothing 
Q^ld'indii^e h^; to <$pglf .o^t fach aiTifta^ts as 
*M5, ' I^mIcW* fawHritp p)ot really, Itoofl ^ need of 
^^nyv J>^ y» iwag^ng, .^either, tb^ft tit , wpqld be 
pBfof« 4i4k¥it/ to rprpcorf fanyr WQ^pttest of t 

4b^ afl|ft^9ce wodd iiot. l^l^Mkely «^ gain ^c^ 
M kk m^ismiim-^ , But;#3 ,*a the Jt;/i of thei^ 
ffoppi^iliws, rhotir «9!«}d^i9»pgii^, jlMt: tbe fewiir 
-mdos^ofr: the peopl? ^/^sri¥»i^ cftpabte ji>f ferr 
aifliin^ hisi vwitb afib^ %ch a villainous 

innpolMe? Jt Jlla«Lmi»ei:/beQii fuppofyd^ ihat the 
pUm fiittimetttal j^rmcipkti of inorid;hone% wM 
^iidyigion^.ako mt as;xeU Jcnpwn,^^^ the mechairir 
«md ail^er, add Jbav^ riot as gener&l an inA;^ 
ence over them, at leaft in fuch cafes, where guilt 
svimld'be l9ghly flagrant^ as they are to^ or have 
^e^r^ ihofe i^ho are placed in maeh higher itatio& 
4i£^iSk: '. '- '■ .f i> 

r Ani>' i£ fibenp is not even an imaginary oonr 
ukedioa between induftry, and ialfehood, or inp* 
a|^ty, andean humble ftation ; certain it is, therfe 
im^J^fni vicious, undertakings, 'which thofe who 
t labour 



MiKf • n^ ©iVrilM ^wsfttW «^ ' '^ Pari f* 

kboup tbr tlieir fupfxft-t^ are tead^ireti mocii mo)rQ 
unlikely^ to ' Writer 'fcfo^ tn^ -tlwif very ^fituatjoil 
kfelf S^ch, abo^ Mil d^em, ' alr^ tk^fe MquilMi 
plots, ivWch' owe thtif Mrth t6 ^palidbk 9immkn; 
theVe^nertiife <af thil ^J^p^rf^itt^ bifeire l«i 
The ^herg, %i^ \^hlcllr t«e&' tsftV >^«ftiHI^ iti" gridM 
rteafe^ Wie^ ttmfts'^of • fhfeif^ rftiynpp^^'ilt Ito 
boond^ «6 the ' dangers tttey di^V^f4by«^)'-><Bd^ 
Hie' i^rfiie they will ^codnfer l^em^ ^''k)ht)tl«i 

ilMciHt «ii(l;dftngdpWisV:afi '4itl»iiit)t^^Jlroit<)OBif»tai 
turn* hoxjimimi^ Mr^^Wi^gage'itt, iiii ^f|oitfiMk 
tMti^it bid taiofie»;;»-<^iieniai> ft Mas; ^'j^^^na 
d«i^ aot^uniroMhy a>fe: ierttipriA^ .^rtij^itnii i^f 
thoie^itft tffiir sioft>^<M4lM'^f|^e#w 0f^iii^$^iiad 
^dnleqptieijli^iifikr^ rMrd 4ikety^^ iengag^ililii iii/in 

What nsotive tfaw Aoall^ f oWUy ! dMtAnwft 

from fo Unv a rank of the people ? Could he^tflcMt^ 
4iutl the ioiaeoiae^of ftroh as wem 4if ffiinBii|(ure 
•tfid rfitthioo, w0iild no^ ib efiedoallpj^.doiriaif^ 
IQ itrQwni hiB eotorpcbe tmith tdcox&hniifi^^^ 
^OBtraryv' it ia ^ppoianil^' that thftiflfliftftme^^iif 
:. thofe, 



» ^tt%<«t(ift 'ba«e b«en . ^isirtfceutoly <«teii%us :«Q 

^t^lMi^/'iaifiA^iww ^n >kiidw, was ^€ly<^(ikwli 
divided ; and l^ fouae ofi^iii^Mdi'tbd n^t^'A^ei^f^li 

-Ji»^A'd'iAMifii«ttdr'«dawiiM^f >i lim icitm^r^km&ik 

Wiito*hld<--iUo ;;,;- avc 'fi ,v;'^i .'"ft "0 nj-flsU 
?' -ilr .ibe-itnbiA tikmy^itriitita SMd^y JbeJbe^nta^ 
tlMU;>4rt|^(^(iM/cdd)d(:ln(veiitHKBUfi4 ibi l«ag<£»viiiifc 

ie<ttftil(rQf!C\toffit|pBlplat;iiiiin4t'>faai(d nba^cfyritiBiit 
i<«iyi»;^ii|ri^fi»rnfwwfi(Mr;i.«b (j<Bvitfe:t<feeudlj%aiM» . 

• ■''^ plots 



platiS he ipuft \i9xe devifed and e^cyt^^b^re tjf^ 
)}Q J^4 ntitd^* it bi& invariable rule, A0i^r to admit a 
partner into bii$. cpu);)feli?^ for fear of d^cipyering at 
)$ngtii. his. t^u^ chara^er ,and <:ondudv it mtt be 
abfujTfi to fupppfe^ that* he ihould nprn, «.iiter all, 
,4fo;^oli{hly lay himfelf open to det(&£)jpB, in^ veiy 
^l^I^^efi, and moft ][i9isardous, c^ ajyilt^ $^ii^ 
k^, Qoiild;evef have undertaken* i and? abc^e all, tk^ 
aq^iycalyjQ be betr^edk, ;.i . .^ c . ; 
IaMs^ being fuppc^dJGo haw ibughft omt^for ajf- 
KoctatQ^ fit thisJimeiph&n]^/miplmrtjai^ 
;ti0;maft.b«Yiedone:fQ before^ on: manjriic^r poca* 
fiQfi»j;» .and, confeiiui^Qtliri : thilt he muftf to«e 
2iad .ibiQe: approved i^wrwji^rkeais ^ kiiquiji^]^ 
£rom:jTi^hafe former ifide% hc^ . faa4 ngopd. iiw^ 
to think, that whether they yiai^ in h&; prefeol: 
defign or no, /Aey, above all others,. f;)fiiwld!not 
betray hmi. 7%^, * HheresfiHrei if fioll Uyktg> muft 
have been the peribna he wodd haveruppliad ; lo i 
and whom, if any, we flioidd baveifidukidi afto^ 
their parts in this impofture. iFek^Aith^ fliould 
have. thought it too hazardous^ and u);i|>rraii^kig 
#aa enterprize to eogagb in, Zaehurm 0#ald mt 
have imagined any osiers woiild rijik tSmt £i^f 
upon it And even if he had already > outlived aU 
i>is fiotiiful accomplices, it was now much too 
Iftte in life to incur the danger of making mor^ 
Ytt certain it is, that Mary v99&^pnimpAl ie^.^ 

whole 



Sea. Si JOHN BAPTIST Alf D JESUS CHRIST. 129 

vbole t^raniadioQ before us; and as certain, that 
S^e, who was then fcarcej^teen years tjfuigej could 
not be one of thofe long-tried aifociates of hkn, who 
muft at this time haye been fo old a pra&itioner ia^ 
tibe arts of deceit, ^^v youth alone, not to repeat 
here any other circumftance of her chara£ter and 
fituation, renders it abfolutely impoffible, that (he 
could. 

In one word therefore, to clofe the evidence 
that has been produced on this liead, it has plainly, 
appeared, that if Zacharias was the contriver of 
Both the coTifpirades in queition, and fcduced Jt^ 
fiph and Mary to a€t the parts tiiey fuitained in 
^em ; in the firit place, he mull knmmgly have 
expofed bimfelf to almcfi eertain de{tru6tion, by 
adding the plot concerning Jefus to that relating 
isfimediately to Johij ^s by this means onl^ he laid 
himfelf under a neceffity of maiking known his vil^ 
lainous defigns, in order to procure accomplices to 
ocurry thmn jointly on; and this, notwitliftanding 
his Jirft and favourite impofture was fo contrived, 
that its fuccefs was rendered more precarious, by 
being conne3:ed with the Other y than it would^ 
juj^ve been ahne. In the next place, to crown the 
whole, he muft purpofely have fingled oni jhch 
peribns, (o apply to for their affiilance, in this 
douhle impofture, whofe youth and chara^er, whofe 
emry (drcumfianee in life, rendered them, he 'well 

K knexv. 
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imt, tite moft likely peffofts to tg^i Ms prd^ 
j^&ls, arid betray his villainy; And even (HouM 
1*f6y not, tlife kaji capable of pi^omoting thdr fat*- 

But as thcfe are ^uppofitidns, whidl it fe e^ 
4etttly ijtnpoffible to admit, we may at length i^ft- 
turt to affirm, that the exiftence of any Ju^h f^iy 
as thefe in debate, is a mere groundlefs ima^a- 
iSota ; ok", at teaft, if %fiey did exift, that EathAfias 
Ahd Elizabeth eould not bfe the origiml mnhweri 
*f /fte*;^ B^^A, and f6r the fktd of promotiAg thft 
focc^fi of OnCy have prbcuii5d /d^A atid Maty 16 
IftiStaftete the piioftcutioh of the C^ 
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SECTION VI. 

Ndffitr Zachftriiis «^ EMzttbeth, on the me part ^ 
mr Jofeph and Mary, an the other ; eould con^ 

^ trive Each thdr re^eBm plots in this i&ubk 
impq^re; fMr eoutd Jofeph anii Mary ie the 

= ^dtariwrs of the 'ichak joint undertaking. 

The Jirfi of thefe tfefce fujp^pOlMons we were 
obttged to makd *, in ordcSr to account for (h6 ex- 
iftcnte of Ae impofttires utiddf confideraitien^^havuig 
ttttfs proved mcf edible, on Jo mantf aeoounts j tet 
us now proceed to the fecondy an^ enquire wheth^ 

it is poffible* 

** That ZMbariftfi ifii^ iya the original pro^ 
jeSlMr of f Aflff defign onl^^ which imttiediately rc-» 
Irtcd to his /on; iaid /d/fepA a*id Mary, m like 
ttiatmer, the contrivers of thb other fcheme, in fa- 
ifodr of ttieir aumJ' 

Had this been the true ftate of the oife, fince 
it ha« been feen, thit They were i<//, from the be* 
ginnmg, engaged together in the joint profecu* 

f See f«ge 6S4 

Ka tion 
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tion of Bt^h impodures, |t will un^joidably foU 
low, 

Either that Zacharias made! known hi$ de%i 
Jirji to Jofeph and Jl/a/^, and that, in coofequf nee 
of it, th^ thf n made him acquainted with them ; 
or, that They JirJi difclofed their intended plot to 
ZachariifSy in hopes of procuring his affiftance ip 
Th(ft alone; iipgn whiph Zacharias laid 9P^ to 
Them the fch^eme he himfelf h^ in view ; and thus, 
gfLtpc)! ever might Imppen to be the cafe. They All 
immediately .ajgreed to fnppprt^each other in the 
joiiit profecution of Both. 

V I^ each party contrived, their; oiyn plot, oDe.oif 
Ihefe fappofitions ipuft hfLVp t^en placj^. ^ut ^ 
flight attention to fome material circumfta^ces will 
prefently qi^Jce it appear, that neither of them can 
•t)etrue. 

With regard to the\fir/i, lyhich fiippQfes Zar 
.charias to have laid the fcheme concerning John 
imfjff and to have applied to Jqfi^k w^dM^ry, to 
join with him in the profecntipn of That qlo»^ 
nothing can he more plain, ,thfu) that. every argu^ 
ment which has been already alleged, to ^ew that 
Zacharias could not be the author of iioth defiff^ ; 
cjr, if he. liad been, that He coyld not have apt 
plied to Jofeph and Mary to confpire with bpn 
in Both ; remains as ftrong as before^ upon this 
fnppofitionj nay, and proves even more (^rcibjy,. 

that 
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that he cDuId not have imparted to them One of 
thefe fuppofed defigns, had he been the con.trivejf 
oi Of^ Only. ' ' 

Ke could not have been wicked enou^ to be 
capable of a contrivance fpr counterfeiting the MeC* 
fiah's Forerunner^ without having been equally ca- 
pable of fetting .up an impoftor, even under th? 
chara8«r of the Meffidh^ himfiif: j If his advanced 
age, his reli^ous prof6fii<Mi| and his fingular good 
' chara6:ery confidered in all their unavoidable con? 
-fequeiicesy prove it utterly incredil^e/ that he could 
be the author of two fiich deteftable undertakings; 
they render it equally abfurd to imagine he could 
be the planner of Either, If the length of time 
requifite to put in pra&ice the fuppofed impofture 
rdating to Johi onfyy is liich a circumltance, as, 
ivhen confidered jointly M^ith Zackfirias's age, ren* 
deri^ the fupppfitioa off his contriving it, not only 
unworthy of belief but. eveh highly ridiculous^ it 
cannot ftapd in need of any other plot of tiie famf 
kind, to make it ifiU more incredible. If it has 
appeared likewife. from ciQnfidering Mary^s youth, 

and the feveral othf r circumftances. both of her 

• * •  

fitoatkiD; asnd that oijofeph^ that Zac^rias can^ 

• • • . 

not be conceived; to have difclofed to. Mem, both 
tibeie defigns, if he had eoqtrived tbem^ Both ; the 
fame reafons will make it equally incredible, that 
|ie OMlld venture to lay open to them his ini^ui^ 

K3 in 
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in Om of thefei devices, if he was the real author of 
One onl^. 

From what haij* been proved already therefore^ ' 
' Vithout any thing furth^, it might here be aUow- 
ittble to conclude, that this feeond fuppofitiicxi, as 
fitr as relates to Zackarias^ muft in every parti- 
cular be as falfe aiid as groundlefs as ihtjfir^. But 
in feality, the evidence of his innocence wiH be 
found much ftronger on this fuppofition than the 
former. ' ' 

In the fifft place, it is apparent from the na- 
ture of the filing itfelf, that if the plot relating to 
"John was the whole of Zaeharias's defigh, EUkabetk 
and He wCre the only perfons at all requifite, and 
indeed the only perfons capable of carrying k on; 
Had this been the cafe therefore, they would never 
liave revealed tiieir own' impiety, as no ufe eould 
attend it, to any perfon whatever. To imagine, 
that now at length Zaeharias would volunjartly lay 
ibpen his wicked intentions, ^M^ien they fieither re* 
quired, nor indeed could admit' of any manage* 
ment beiides his own ; and, above all, that he Aiould 
thus betray himfelf to /uch perfons, fo circumibariced 
Us Jofeph and Mary were,' purely tb lot tjAismlntb 
the fecret of his true concealed chai-aCbei', ^ould 
}>e the moft ridiculous and extravagant of ^11 ima^ 
^nations. ^ • / • . '; 
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AoAiTTy w\A\e we fuppofed Zifckariai to faaaivt 
ccmtrived a plot for the San of another per/an, as 
Ivell lis ^e for kis awn, it mtght, at firft fight, ap- 
p^u^ p^ffible to procure affoeiates, by giving them . 
hc^s -of gteat advantages to be drawn from th^C 
fueeefs^ of their Son. But if he had no defign on 
foot, niore than that' rdating to John only ; even 
this appearance oC a poflibility of his procuring af^ 
Mance from Jofeph and Mary^ had hid plot ree^Uy 
ftood in need of it, is entirely vanifhed, and the 
iuppe§Mon of hb applying to thein about it^ be* 
comes at once confeffedly incredible. 

CfiK*rAiNLY be could not hope t<) engage them 
in fo dang^ro^s, as well as iniquitous a defign; 
without having at leaft fome very fpecious emolu- 
m^ts to propofe to them from its fuccefe. But 
what advantages could he make them imagine 
might probably refult to them^ ihould his fqp^ 
po&d defign in favour of John only prove ever £0 
fuece&ful ? AvA this is the onty defign we are now 
fuppofing hiqi to have contrived. It might in* 
46ed be thought, that the parents of fo diftin* 
guilhed a prophet, if th^y were itill alive when 
the plot ihould takf2 e$e6i;, would be held in ve* 
neration and efteem; and this was the utmoil that 
even they ihmfeh^s could hope for. But ndi>e^ 
nefit could be expe3;ed on this account by his 
i;i^<i|$iif;atrdat}ons^ axid efpecially fuch as wert 

K4i v^ 
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k fo dbfcure a fphere i^ life as J^^fsph 9^Afyry 
were. . ^ 

Greatness and fpleildor were by qo mejiM^ 
the apparent obje£b of thi^ defign^ even with, r^^r 
gard to John himfelf ; who, infiead of a^efUng 
rule and authority over the^ people, wjas.tp^ tea^ 
them '^ the knowledge of falvation through U^ 
" remilTion of tlieir fins," and preach totbena.thQ 
baptifm of repentance. And however fucQsfsfal Up 
might be in impofing on them as a prophet, BXi ^A- 
tempt itfelf of no fmall difficulty and >dan^r> it 
would ftill remain in the higheft degree imprpb^ble^ 
that he ihould ever be able to graft upon it* th^ 
attainment of wealtlr and power. 

In nations overrun with a fabulous religion, and 
fuperftitious notions of the; gods, tlie cftablilhed 
credit of divine infpiration might, with reafpn, .1^ 
expedited to afford means of gratify mg the moft un?. 
bounded ambition. But among the Jews thi^. vija^ 
by no means the cafe. Their cleai» and eftabliflied. ' 
knowledge of God s immediate . providence, • and 
fettled belief in his will, already revealed to; them^ 
freed them fo effectually frpm. thi§ bUnd enthufiaftic 
admiration of whoever might pretend to an extra* 
ordinary commiffion from above, as to Qiake themr' 
<Hi the contrary, fevere judges of all fMeh pjretenr. 
fions. They had enjoyed Jlikewife a long fucceiTioii' 
of perfons, univ^ally acknowl^ged. au th^.moft.. 
:; : . approved. 
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Wj^ptwed prophjets, ; vvhOy though ev^ v^orkers of 
miraclei^ in fupport of their claims, ha4 /(either 
j^ght fox: public honours, .nor to aggrandize their 
fertitties^ but porfilted, jto tlie laft; in quite a pri« 
tale and r^lafq fituation. Nay, the very Ptrf(m^ 
whol^ life and manner Jchn was' profelTedly tor 
imitate, acct)rding to Zachariass own predi6tion| 
was one at leaft of . the moft eminent of them all, 
£pr the abftemioufnefs and privacy of his courfe of 

It was therefore fo far from being natural for 
a Jen; to expe£);, that - the Jewijh people would be 
at all inclined to beftow wealth and honours, upoii 
whpmfoever they might a£lually efteem infpired 
from above ; that, in reality^ there was great 
r^afon to fear, they would begin to call in quef- 
tipn the veracity of any one, and more efpecialty 
of the proMed imitator of Elias^ as foon as he 
fllOttld begin tx> betray adeiire of fuch kind of re- 
wards. 

BfisiDjEs, Hcy above all others, who ihould ap- 
pear as the Forerunner of. the expe6ted Meffiah^ 
dould not propofe to himfelf, or his adherents, 
any confiderable advantages. The Meffiah him- 
felf was the king, for whom the Jews fo ardently 
wilhed, and whom they fo foon expe6ied. He 
it was, who, they believed, would eftablifh them 
in tfn univerfai dominion. And the nearer they 

ap- 
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apprc^nded Ms amval to be ; that ky the mere Aic* 
deftfd^y emy p^iendtr to the chariiiSter of hk i%r^« 
runner Aiould delude them into a belief in his cmn 
(yvipe^miffion; the farther would they be &otti be*^ 
ftowin^- wealth *an<t honours upon the pret^[iddd 
inefl^ger himfelf. Their thoughts and expe^- 
tions would unavoidably be fufp^ded till 4he ar^^ 
rival of Ibe Meffiahy and few him th^ would ro», 
ierve q;11 their cboiceft gifts ; while the Merger 
and his adherents could have little or no hopes el 
prorit or exaltation. If they iliould bdiieve his 
report, it was naturally to be exped;ed, ^t^y 
would behave to him, as in fa3; it appears the 
Jews did to Johrij when they £d believe fef», and 
he peremptorily declared himfelf oi?^ the harbinger 
of tiie Mefliah ; that is, that they would rever^eje. 
him as a prophet ^ but not think of exalting him as 
a man. 

To fuppofe then, that Zacharias had only iki^ 
plot in view, and yet that he difclofed it to Jofeph 
and Marjfy would be fuppofing him determined to 
make known to. them his own unparalleled iniquity^; 
though They eould be of no ufk to Him in the exe-, 
cution of his plot; and it could not be of any fkr^ 
mce to Tkem^ even if it fliould fucceed. But this 
is a fuppofition too abfurd to be received, fince- 
if Z&cJiarias was capable of betraying himfelf in fl^ 
fpoliih a manner^ he muil have been abfolutely m« 

capable^ 
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capable of concealing lAi true chfiri^^f » 
tdioiog io good a reputation as he 4id, ti)l 
^ij^U ftricik^b in ye^M^s. 

But thought for all thefe raafons, it canoQtbt 
believed, t^t ^chermf could betray lumfelf in % 
foolifh a manner to Jofeph and Mary ; po0ib}y 
/c5^j&^ and Jfary mi^t apply jf?ty2 to ^iAarias^ 
to procure hi^ a€lftance in that impofture^ wbkh 
we are now fuppofing Them to have plim^d o^ 
iorthmrSM. 

Anp here the <|ue^Qn immedi^t^y ojUJWf^ £m 
what realbn could Tkey apply to Z^Qh^rimy H ;they 
had £7/?/^ #Aaf/ plot in view, which related to Plmf< 
ffwn Son? Could they be desirous of laying (^^e^ 
their wicked intentions to hsm^ when il: wm $1*0! in 
the Idaft neeefiary to the pretention of Hieir/da^ 
iign ; and when they cohld not pofiit^ly inrngpoe it 
capable of being at all beneficial tp him ? W«3 the 
ifnpiety of fetting up B.n itnpoftor for ^M^^ 
le& iho(!)dng than that d* counter6»bng hk Fore- 
runner; that They ihould be more ^eady to lay 
tiJemfelves open to ZaQhaarias, than jHis could fan, 
as we have already feen^ to expofehiipielf to 7%«m# 
Or, in one word, would not the folly and dariger 
pf thiis step have been fo greats and fo glaring, * that 
it i3 inipoifible tg conceive they could be capable of 
#verIoo^ing it ? The plot it^U, as hu been before 
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fully (hewn*, was of fo dangerous and diicbu-^ 
ra^ng a nature^ fd deftitute of all profpeSs of ad- 
vantage, and fo much more likely to induce any 
6ne to betray than promote it, that it cannot be be- 
lieved they could venture to impart it to any perfonf 
whatever. 

WavinGj however, thefe confiderations, and 
fuppofing Them determined, though contrary to 
*very motive by which they could poflibly be de* 
termined, to make fouiebody privy to their intended 
iknpofture, ftill it would have been impoflible for 
^em to have fixed upon Zacharias and EUzabithy 
above all others, to make acquainted with their 
plot 

! NoTHiKG can be more inconceivable, Ihan that^ 
they Ihould fingle out a Prie/i of the God ailfrad^ 
growti venerable with years, and ftill more lb by 
an unblemiflied reputation, as one M'ho could be 
pleafed with the authors of fo iniquitous a device! 
They could not poffibly hit on any perfon, in th^ 
i^n opinions^ more likely to reveal their impiety 
immediately to the rulers, and publifli it to the 
whole nation; and by this means procure tbeoi 

- * This muft plainly appear, from confidcribg M thf^t.bm 

. been feeii of the unpromifiDg nature of the defign fuppof^d 

with regard to Joh/iy jointly with the ftill greater difficuUief} 

and dangers, that mull neceflanly attend this relating ti 

that 
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tbtt- condign punilhment they fo highly deferved^ 
mid would have been fure to undergo. It muft 
be ridiculous to fuppoie, they could expe£); any 
thing better at hh bands, though their defign bad 
been fqch, a^ even to have tempted . him with lur 
:crative and ambitious views. And what then codtfjl 
-ihey hope for, or how. could they lay open their 
own ^uilt to him, above all others, when it was 
abfolUtely impoffible, that their fiippofed /?i2g*iSe 
impofture in favour of Jefiis could procure Zachw- 
riag any benefit at all ? 

But, infurmpuntab}e as thefe difBculties mutit 
be owned, the fuppofition we are examining, labours 
yet with <me more, if poifibte, (till greater than all 
the reft. 

W£ have feep long ago, : that if there was my 
fsontrivance in the cafe, ail the parties conoeme^ 
muft have hem engaged together in it, evien from 
the very planning of the whole joint tranfafiion. If 
'^erefore Mary and Jqfeph communicated their Je* 
parate defign, jff/y^, to Zacharias, they inuft certainly 
hav^ taken, this ftep, before Zacharias a&uallj. 
oounterfe^d his vifion in the temple. Now this 
event we know, fi*om the order of the feveral fa6ls, 
eame to pals no lefs th^n full Jix months before 
tven the conception of Mari/'s fon. So that, on 
the fuppofition we are now confidering, Joftph and 
^ary muft h^ye planned imd communicated their 
* . feparat% 
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f^tenUe defign to Zachaiias ; nay, and tbey .miit 
M ^ave determined, that Zacharias ihould actuftlfy 
fnroce^d to begin his part in the joint undertaking 
full foit months before Jcfus was concei'0ed; and» 
<dnfequ6Dtly, as long before Mary had any aSwiit 
{nrofpe^ of a child, to. act that part, they intended 
iouk afterwardji to undertake, Bui thin is an agreq^ 
Mint ta utterly incapable of being believed, tfanit 
Winttev^ fiippofrtion unatoidably includes it, muft 
iooafikrily be falfe. 

To fay no more thei*efore upon this head^ £nce 
It has fo i^Jiainly and fully appeared, firft; that 2c^ 
€harias cokM no^ be the author of B^^h the pIiHfe 
in qndtion together ; nor, fecondly, of Om of tbeqn 
aloncy while Jq/eph and Mary were the real oo6t 
trifcn of tbs Other; iet us enquire in the laft 

^' Whether Jqf^h and Mary may not h^t beca 
tibe roal tontriters of boih parts of thb double im^ 
p6&m€y and have prevailed with ZachartM ^ u4^ 
doiiwiie the profecutiim of One^ in hopes of font 
gtieat iMlvacfta^ to be drawn from the joint fucceft 

This is the OB^y poflible fii|)^ofiti6i) reinaiprr 
sng, and even tiiis muft be exploded, as. weU ai| 
iiie tw^ fortner, unlefs it fhall appear credible, in 
fim fifft fdaoe, that Jof^ and Mary could con* 
trif« MKi ySeoA defi^is ; in tbe next, tbat 4il% 
♦^^ couki 



could Sn^t tbem tc^ Zaehixr'm, iit hop6# of ^ 
f^provfog BXsA becomfog a principal in tfaa jdhit 
profecutkm of them ; and laftly, that Jfi^ could 
mMy engage in ^tm, if they had Ail thefe 
pat<xcaliii« muft» upoA (^jiamina^Mi, a][»pii(ar cM^ 

liible; w this litft fap^ofititfn, a» it hieliidesi tbfeM 

And with regMd to ^fe partieulars^ bMb^ 
lutaly ft^oeOhty to he firft eftahfiflied, not td m^ 
Ita^ up6n igil^meilti^ thM hftte b««ii ak«ady i»^ 
lifted on, it muft by this time be fully eviiMl^ 

timt i»)ifb« of them em poffibly bii isuk&icyd. 
f\k 1^ the Mgenuity) artleflii«&, md iSi^idHiy^ na^ 
ttmX €0 Mkrjf's youth i the modeft and raiervedl 
«di2€atidn df h^r ^ ; the ^^f thoroBer^ free fh)m 
tU aljpeffion, \thieh <S%e as well as Je/^h, at thia 
time enjoyed, amd ev^ alt^ maintained ; togetiier 
with the confined views, and inexperience of the 
"watViy nee^arily oceafidned by thdr Imv ftation 
Ih life; tender it nttedv h»eredible» that ITojf 
iSddd even hMe hecomeyartiis to fuch impiottS 
land Ih^eldng eontrirances, when planned by an^ 
itH^ffCy ttey muft unquefiicmably prove it morally 
iftiipdBble fyfr Them to haVe firft contrived fudi 
iMnpoft^i^ IWemfehes. After all then thM has 
^fetti faid alteady, in proof of this point, th« fbp- 
fblKtott ^ l%ihf^ faaving bten the true authors k 
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jBoth thefe impoftures, becoiqei^.fi) appfkreo^ly es^'t 
travagant, that it needs but to be mepUOjOteily in 
order to.be exploded 

Nqr, io the next pl^ce, can atiy ftronger ftr^ 
^Eients be defired, thaQ yih^ the facried prolelt 
ipoi^ acj^ajijp^d age, ari^ ex^ap^ry Q|M:r#^F of 
a^hmas^ liftvQ alr^y fuj^ifcefol, to ciQiiviiiee,^ 
of the impoffibility of his being applied to.f^r.a^ 
$^i)Ge> in xKH^ iYiclf;^d de%n .whatever^ : and otfich 
j][^r^ of his becoming a conf^^i4;e mthe/i atlPr^ 
4II others, : l)fLd he ^ctuolly b^n i^licit^d to join iii 

Ho w^v^B; aJbundantly fufficient a3 the jmA 
fojrce of all thefe confiderations is, to prove that 
Jqfeph and Mary could pot be guilty of ix^ntrivii^ 
both the plots in debate; the nati^i^e^ Qf the cai^ 
ivill f^pply us with one argument more, which: 
inuft n^eds put th|^ p^int bey<K[id po(iKbil% of d^ 
pute, ; ; 

If Joffph and Mary were tl^e r^I eontriveta ^ 
both ^e fuppofed impoilures, and, confequi^fitlfi^ 
engaged Z(icharks and Elkaieth to a6l; the part 
they aftf^rwards did, in the priofecution^ c^ them ; 
t\iexi They muil in the beginning have laid opeii^ 
thefe deiigns to Zacliarias, in hopes of indueaag 
him to undertake the management of that half of 
the plot, which he afterwards carried on» Amii 
fincQ it is iT^anifeftly iaipo0ible ioc.ZackarifiS t0 

, havq 



hate 'beea uBing faift part, tfll a^r he had been 
tiius folicited^ 1^ tipwi to undertake tt^ Jrf^h 
and 3f^ mtift ba?€ appHed to him on thb ac-' 
count, aiid^ Ite muft have agreed to their prOpofal^ 
fei&e time before he a^ually opened the plof, with 
fais preftHpided vificNn in the temple* That i&, in 
x>ther irofds, fome time iefon ewn tkt conception 
^f John. 

JBuT i^hat wa9 Ihe fituatkm of Zachdrias and 
Elizabeth at that tinale? BUiabeth had always hf^ 
therto coif tinned abfolutely chiUle/s / and botii S^e 
ta\d £achafids wete now to^ old^ to entertam the 
leaft hopB of ever having cbiklreri. So that upon 
ftis (uppofitloiiy Jrfeph and Mdry mnft have foli^ 
cited Zachdrias and Elizabeth to begin an impoA 
tui^ for tlie fak€ of their men Sony ' and they muft 
have agreed to it with this view i not only at a time 
;ilrhen they ideally had ^ no Jbn, but when~they muft 
likewife have been fully perfuaded that they never 
ftould*haVe any. But how was it pofiible^ in fueh 
tslrcumftanceB, for one pany to make the applica* 
^n, or the other to comply with it? This at leaft, 
it muft be confeflfed^ was abfolutely impoffible, and 
^e cc«itrary fuppofition would have been evidently 

Ha0 it therefore itill remained a matter of 
idoubt, whether Jq/eph and Marjf might not have , 
^noed the two impoftares iti queftioU ; fure we 

L are, 



EFe, J^hsunm and JQb^ifetA were fd fitutted, that 
They could not biiv6 b^en applied to, to affi& ra 
carrying them o^, tx^ ha$r& attempted to do it, if 
they had. Nor does this conclufion reft wholly^ 
even upon a vai^iety of th^ ftBongeft. mftml proofs^ 
but likewife, upon tl^ clearet; natural ioipcplUhilitr^, 
that tlie contrary could he true^, * 

In fine, ^ conclude this argument, it. apjiears 
not only certaiit, that Jo/eph and Mary tirere^ irtca- 
pabk of cQUtnving fuch execrable pk>ts ; as wjsU as 
from feveral circumftances of the laft importatice, 
that they certainly did not contrive thoie in debate ; 
but likewife, that they ^ouki have no affignable 
motive whatever for fetting .fuch contrivance on 
foot, 

Th£ only caiifes, which ^ either olktipat^ iipfi* 
sdelity qan inv^t, or impiety fugg^ to account 
'for their ooncerting £ich a Grange impofiurey 
muft be, either the hopes of admntage^ to . Accrue 
from the impoitures tbemfqlvesj or the defire of 
prev^ntingaJl farcaftic refk^iions upon Matys ustr 
txpcRtd amditiony before her marriage with Jofipk 
was iinally complettd* s But as to aoy advantages to 
be derived fropa the fiiccefs of thef^ impollures 
themfel ves, tliough the poffibility of fuck hopes 
has been all along fuppofcd, for the fake of allow- 
ing the fuppofition of their guilt every imagifmbfe 
«dvanti^ge ; yet they, have in faO; .lippeared far too 

.: remote 



trembte knd chime^ietil, atid the danger^ of the ploU 
too great tttid iititniiient, to admit of any oile'sl coil* 
tilting them on fuch motirej aS thefe. Aft^r all 
that hiLs iiow been feen^ this account of the matter 
.muft necefiarily be given ttp; 

As for the remaining fiippofititfn, that the whole 
iiiighf be a cbntrivdhce to /iwc M^ry^s reputation^ 
•the fafls themfelves will (hew thid to be, of all 
Others, the mod ridiculons,. and indeed^ ftriBXy 
rpeakidg, itiipoflible. Nothing cilh be a more ejttra- 
Vagarit imagination^ at flrft fight, thari this f that a 
carpenter itnd his intended ^ifej ihquld agree to fek 
iip a child of theirs, yet Unborn^ for a toudterfeit 
of the great Mtffiah ; ahd tnweorer attempt te 
perftiade fome otie of their acquaintance, to 
fet up ahothei* for his Forerunner ; ,and all this 
for fUb Othei" end, than merely to prevent their 
heighbours from tlirowing out reAeSHoiis to their 
difadvahtage. 

But bcfides, if the fitvitig of 3/«ry*8 reputation 
Ivas the point they aimed at^ thm^ was a certain^ 
&fe, eafy, and effe£tual, method erf* doing, it^ 
y^hkkk they tottld noi poftibly be ignoraut of, or 
forget,, aiid which therefore th^ woiild uitqueA 
tionably have adopted^ mftead tot fating them* 
fdve& to contrive plots of fo dangerous, fruitleis^ 
feind ftrange a nature, as thofe before us* In $, 
word, as it is plain^ that they bild been for ipme 

L S time 
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tkne betrothed to each othef, before Mar^ pOfiU 
cuiar fkuation iodk piactf the mere c^m^f^letioH oi 
their marriage, upon the veryfirft, flighteft fuf« 
picion of it, ivouid have fecured Her effeduaHy. 
from all rqirooifch, and was iadiMd theoaly espe^: 
lUeiit capaUe of domg it. ;. 

Still the h&s will fiipply ns with aiiotbey 
coniideration upon this pointy that can admit ^^ 
no reply. Had both the plots been contrived by: 
Jafeph and Mdry^ to (ave her from? difgracc^ on 
account of her fitoation, befaflre tlieir marriage 4vaa 
icompfete, it is plain They then^ves could not haver 
Cettled the plan of them^ till they hfiA km» reiMbii: 
19 apprehrad the iiate fre might be in* At kaft, 
tlw muft unqueftion^bly be aUowed, tlmt Tk^, 
coald not apply to JSackarias and EiiMbeti tot 
undertake me of the joint plots tiiey h^d cQntrfv^^ 
«iid» ajbove all> that Zachariaa could not proc^ tq^ 
the aftvnd MVfCii/ioit of «sy pdtiltc ftepin it^ tUI 
That araH^ on i^cepunt of which oia^ the whol^ 
fScmttivBUdb was agreed cpoi, cooM 4io ccrtein/^ Afic)»;ii 
to have ttiien plane. ^ 

* These pimts c0Qfiilered» it. muft mspeAikiljf 
4ie acknowledged, that, if Jitfeph and Mary coii* 
trived both tiiefe impoftiires, i^ ti^ end nowfap^ 
pofed, 2(ercAtfriii9 could not have Iffought on ^> 
pretended. viiton in the temple^ which muft haver 
JKien ^ puhliQ opening of tlie who{e defigpi till 

at 
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• 

stlcuft Ibme little tnne a//er. Mary s particular ^Ux^ 
^tioxxbeAbeGBMly confirmed. 

•iDoss it thenin faEcfcafqsear^ that Zacbadat did 
net b^n the |iatt he A&edf Tfitb^ tibe vifion juil 
memiooedy till Jikryln^t have ^btco found' with 
child, the very earlkft period wl^icb the mature o£ 
the cafe can poffiUy adsiit? So iu? fr&m it, thtit^ 
0||: the contrary, i\e find, He pretended, at leafi, 
to have feeo the vifion in queftion, and ip ihew the 
v^Stoefe&s of It, m) left ^mf»iijufi mmths^ be*.. 
ftte Jlfiir^ affisrted fiie had^ ieen a iimUar vi&m,^ 
Md cQQieqiieB%, mkmg befiire evim the coflii^jHrim 

Wk may tterefoie cm^dentily jm^nonnce i| 
impoflible for Ziacharias^ vifion to have beeci 
the opeotng of a plot contrived by. Ji^epb 4nd 
Mwrjfr <u^ entered into by ,2^c&aria^ at ikpir m^ 
ft^;Btk>B, in ocder Ixx re&i^^ JsloiS^ from reprpach», 
^ accoimt 4f her heii^i &md with chfldr he*^, 
fiDire fadr mevriage ivith J^^ rw» ;fiOf|iplele<k 
Becaufe it mM tranfiiEted (ck mfuxy moixths helcn^ 
the fuppofed occafion fc^r^ it had any ^^u^ncei 
to brm^ her eharat^eriflio qoeftton, and ca»iet 
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. i^ TiiQtuI was Qoi poflU^le to fti% the lima qi Zacbpas^s 
^rfi af^earing daml), and .pretending to, bave feen the vilioii 
Ivfl mentioned, or to forge the fai^ itfelfy if it had never hap<* 
pened; fee proved more at large in pp. 156, 157, 3^8, &c* 
aodtba notes* 



ISO THE DIVINX HI8S10KS OF . P^lt |t 

quently, be^ar^ any impoiture whatever ^could, on 
that account, be carried into execution. 

At length then we may be permitted to affimij, 
that the fuppbfidon, that Jq/eph ^nd Mart/ w^re- 
the real authors of t{ie :whok de^gn; and the fe^ 
ducerS'Of thofe concerned with them in carrying 
3£ on, appears on various accounts abford, and im-- 
poffible to be true. Aqd //rii^ fgippofition bdng 
irhat ^e were unavoidably driven to, as the virjfS 
hit ^ that could be ipade in fuppovt of any^ impof'r 
tore at all, we are now undev a neceffity of laymg. 
afide all fufpicion of any deodt in the caie, as 
contrary to the clear evidence of a great variety o£ 
h&Sj and deilitifte^of ^vefiy tiie lead rational fouq^ 
<tation or fiipfibrt 

: And fmce it has: appeared plainly, fbo(n> the 
feveral cireum/iancesj fituations^ and charaBerSj of 
AU the parties concerned in the trao&SioQs undeit 
cdtifideratioD, that . neitkfr Any vf them ahne^. non 
All of them i4^€tlier, pbuld contrive aad. center upon 
fach an impoftnre, as that in queflion, if it was 
one, ' muft iiave be^n ; we are indifpedfably bound 
to acknowledge, thi|t the. cwc^imsy.^A^ ikrths; 
of John the Bapti/i and Je/iis Chri/i, were truly 
accompanied with all thpfe mi^acuUms events, 
which the evangelifis have recorded of them i 

f §ie page 68^ 
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and confequently, that thofe prophetic and divlnt 
chara£l;ers, which, agreeably to the angel's pre- 
dictions, they afterwards alTumed, were unquef- 
tionably their true charafters, and what had been 
of old ordained for them by the ftupendous provi- 
dence of God. 
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DIVINE MISSIONS 

« * 

OF 

JOHN THE BAPTIST 

 .  1  \ 

ilKD 

JESUS CHRIST. 



PART IL 



SECTION I. 

J^e whole impo/iure in quefiim i>, in its own ^mturt^ 
fo exceedingly abfurd^ that it was not pol/ibk to , 
^(tqe been conceived ormdertaken^ Ifjf anj^peacfw 
what^er^ 

The circumftancen and diarafteu of evciy 
|)eri<m i^t *U copcerncd in tbe birtba of JdW 
the l^t^ ^nd JeJuB Chrift, having, upon a dofe - 
examination, affoi^ed fo full a proof of their 
divine miiSims and authority ; let us now proceed 
to confider, whetjler w ftrong an argument^ in 
fuppo^t of the fame copclufion, may not be drawn 

from 
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from the internal nature of thefe remarkable events 
them/ehesy^ and the feveral fubordinate tranfa€l;ions, 
' that were either previous to, or any Way connected 
with them. Upon an atteintive confideration, per- 
haps the main fa€ls themfelves, as well as the 
circumftances attending them, wiH be fcAmd of 
fo peculiar a nature; as to fumilh the moft 
convincing proofs wc can defire, that they could 
not poffibly arife from, or even wfaait of any 
impofture. 

It is needlefs to repeat here the detail of every 
particular connefifced with the :main events in de- 
bate, fmce the evangelift^s own account of the 
whole feries of thefe tranfaCtions has been quoted 
at large already *• ' We may therefore proceed at 
once to the examination of /wcA particulars only, as 
feem fully fuflSdent to place beyond doubt th^ " 
truth and certainty of all the reft/ And this tliey 
will enable us to do, by fhewing, firft, " Thatt^e 
** plot fuppofed is, in its own nature, fd very ridi- 
" culous and abfurd, that it is utterly inconceivaljle^ 
"vfttiy one isould ever contrive or engage m « It-i 
And, in the next place; " timt if we «oltld^fup^ I 
^^^ pofe It capable of being undertaken, thte^expe^'i 
"• dients by which it appears it muft.have been ' 
'^' carried on are fach, as it is abfolutely incredible • 
*'' could ever have been adopted," ' 
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/ Th£ only foundation neceffiuy to be laid, before* 
i^e enter upon this argumept^ . is fo obvious a prin*' 
i^iple, that we may lafely venture to fuppofe it will 
be .very readily allowed. And this is, that 

« All iMPOSTQUs hvst sver be sut*P0SEP to 

ACT UPON MOTIVES OF HUMAN CUNNING, AND 
TO GOVERN THEMSELVES BT VIEWS OF HUMAN 
fORESUSHT. AND PROBABILITY. AnD XpNSE- 
QUENXLY, WHENEVER A PLOT IN QUESTION. 
yOULD, IF TAKEN EOR OflANTED, BE ABSO- 
iUTELY DESTITUTE OF THE ONE, AND THB'^ 
CONDUCT OF THE SUPPOSED IMPOSTOR BE FOUND: 
OPPOSITE TO THE OTHER; THAT THEN RIQHT 
REASON AND COMMON SENSS OBLIGE' US TO. 
JiC|CNOWLEPa£» THERE COULD BE NO DECEIT. 
IN THE CASE. ; 

Bt this tQiucbft(Hie therefore let us . now try the 
impofture in debate. 

. Jh* is related, that an angel appemd to Zackarias 
ip the teneiple, . aAd .foretold. ta him the conception^ 
birth, and divine cbara£ler of his fon. That to 
p«pi|}) hjip, for Biufiruftii^ the,)xuth of thcfe pee- 
^(^oni^ li&.welLas to convince him in tl^ ftrongeft 
mdntieri of' their' divine au^^rity^ the tfngel at 
<ince'ftmclc him dumb; affuring him at the feme 
time that he Ihould continue thus cleprived of his 
fpeeph, till M^^ fpn, whofc biifth he Iiad then 
^n fpjrewarned of, fl^ould be aftually. bora* 
; ' ^ that 
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That inVa few days after ^tm, when his miotftratkKn 
at tb^ temple was over *, Zachariais returned btmi^y 
'^ and aftar thofe days his wife Elisabeith coa- 
*^ ceived." That in hSi Zacharias . did eontmuei 
dutnby till, in the nataral courfe of time^ Jt^hn was 
aocordiAgly born ; and fliCHtlj aftser, agreeably to 
the angel's predi&ion> his fpeech wa^ as inftanta-* 
neoufly Teftored to* hinv as it had beea before taken 
g^ay% , . '. . y . . . . - 

This therefore tiow>becofiies the point in debate/ 
whather the 'fa3s bens related might not be ia 
mmxy particulars of a fubtil impofture; or whe-^' 
tiier, that fuppofed impofture, of which only thefe 
particulars could he part, muft not have been of 
fo abfaid a nature, that it is impoflible to believe it' 
could ever exift ? 

AifD faere^ firft, it is obvious, that Zachaiias's 
pretending, at leaft, to have been fuddenly ftrq^ic 
4bi^, at the paftiomlar time nteatic^ned, is a &St 
which cannot hamhei^ foi^d ; bec'aiife^ iS thxe^ 

* Th« wbole body ^f the lewiSi pridls wiisiji?ided into 
tWent^Hfimr parts, tMei emtrfit; each pf wlilcky mi a fixe^ 
rqlatijcmji, af teiid^ in the Simple to perform the whole vofAitpr 
tjietew and the attendance of each courfe was a week at a 
time, and that twice in a year* Such was the miniilration oC 
Zacharias here mentioned, at the expiration of which h& 
returned home fronr Jentfalem,*— See Lewis's Ueb. Anti^^ 
h. ii.c, 7» - * 

.great 
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great nuinber& muft ' have been \vHnedi» of it^ and 
could not be deceived about it More lefpecially aa 
it is affirmed to have happened on fo remarkable an 
occafion, and in ckcumftances fo particular, that it 
muft unavoidably have engaged the attention of 
e?9ery one, who was prefent at the temple ferviee at 
the time. 

" AccoRBiKO to the cuftom of the prieft'd 
i* office, his lot was to bum incenfe*, when he 
" went into the temple of the Lord. A^ the 
*' whole multitude of the people were praying 
without at the time of ipcenfe. And the people 
waited for Zacharias, and marvelled^ that be 
tarried fo long in the temple. And when he 
came out he could not fpeak unto them; and 
" they perceived that he had feen a vifion in the 
** temple, for be beckoned unto them, and re- 
^ nmined fpeechlefi t/' * 

This was fo. remarkable an eveiit in all its cir- 
cumftances, that it could not but aftoniih every 
one prefent, and be immediately noifed aboiM: 
tiirough the whole city of Jeru&lem. A vifion 

* " As Ae courfes of the priefts were (originally) decide jb 
hy Mf fo every particular prieft had his office appointed him 
by the fame method. The lot determined, who ihoutd attend 
the altar of inccnfe, who ikould feed the fire, who carry out th^ 
aihes, and all other parts of the fcrTice."^Lewis, ibid. 

t Lukei. 9, 10,21, 22. 
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from heaven, appearing to a prieft of vdiehtfctt 
iige, and exemplary charaClef, vrhile he v^as ac-* 
tually performing duty in the temple itfelf; and 
depriving him oUfpeech^ fo as to dl fable bim frdm 
going on with the mofl? public, and remarhabii 
part of hU q0cey that of difmifiing fhfe people with 
their appointed folemn blejfmg*^ was an incident 

lo 

  . •> 

* ^his is a p^rtiduUr whtch defetrcs ourfCfpedal ^tica;' 
as it mud have rendered Zacharias's apparent fuddeh lofs of 
fpcech, fo extremely renfiarkablc, that not one pcrfori, who 
was then attending wotfliip in the tomple, could remain igno- 
rant of it. •* The people?/' we findy ** waited* for ZacbariasJ^ 
to comfe ;OUt from the holy place^ where. 'the incenfe wis 
burnt^ and kiefs them j for. fo .the priefts iifed to do after buriy 
ing the incenfe. (See Lightfoot*s Temple N^orfhip, ch. 9- 
Lewis^ b. iv. 15.) ** And they marvelled that he tarried to 
** long; And ^hen he came out fie couM not fpeak linti 
** them/' to giv« them their aceuflotof^ blclfihg before they 
departed* ." -And they perceived that he had leen a vifion iri= 
«* the temple ; for he beckoned unto them,, and remarne^* 
** fpeechlefs." Now this lafl i)aft of his office, which Zacha- 
infts oh this occafibn appeared unable to perform, and $duailj 
^id not 'perform, Mras that for wUcb the Jews 'entertained t 

much greater veneration than any other.- " The benedi^ion 

.4vas to.be pronounced by the priefl,. {landing fo that he.plighC 
be ieen, with his hands lifted up and fpread, and fpeaking 
.with M loud voice, with h;s face towards the alTembly. This 
was the form of the blelFrng, as it was eftabliilied by God 
himfelf (Numb, vj; 24, &c.). " The Lord' blcfs thee and 
•• keep thee ; the Lord make his face to fljine upon thee, 
M. nigid be gracious unto thcv ; the Lord lift up his counte* 

" nance 
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*Jb.Teiy .unoommon,^ tlist* thofe who were prefeut 
:)w.(Hild^ naturaUy .mmkt k^known, and render it im* 
fpollible for any one afterwards to publiih fuch an 
iajCCQUBl^ had the fad; n^er happened^ or iklfify the - 
»tiine cm. whkk it did. 

A^D faefides this, confideration, rekudng to the 

' people in generali it muft likewife be remembered, 

that the whole number of the Jewifli priefe 

was divided into feveral diftind: bodies, - each of 

which performed the worfhip at the temple, in 

^ nance upon thee, and give tbce peace/* When this bene- 
didion was faid in the fandiuary, if we may believe the Jews, 
it was but one, and pronounced without any pauie, the people 
keeping profound filence ; but out of the fanduary, in thehr 
fynagogues, they made three of it; the pricft paufing at the end 
•of every verfe, and the people faying AmoL^ to each of them/' 
' : «■■ . ■** The divine bleffing was always fuppofcd to depend^pon 
' 4he bleffing of the pricil,* %v}iich they thoughtya necejfanfj that 
fuch prieilsas were admitted to no other fervice might perform 
thUf left the people ihould at any time want it. And it was a 
ma^im, that the bkging pronounced by a pricft who had fome 
blemiih in his body was always to be accounted lawful. There, 
is nothing performed among the Jem with fo muchfoUmmty^ 
and in which they place fo much fan^ity, as in this folemii 
, Benedi&ion,*' — Lewis's Hcb. Antiq. 1. ii. 7.-^Aftcr this account 
of the foleiQnity of that part of bis office, which Zachdrim did 
mat perform ; fignifying at ithe fame time, to this whole congre- 
gation, that he had feen a vifion and w*8 dumb; we cannot hsss^ 
Any other argument to convince us of the great notice,' that 
anuil; have been taken of it, by every one who was prefent at the 
time it came to. pafs. , • ,. 

their 
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able of idl tibef offices, iriaeh \he ardioMCf pm&» 
had to perf(»rm; and jaa thcar msndbeefir wwe.fi> 

. greats 
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tlielot was drawn to cktcrBwue the prieft who flibuW burn the 
Inconfc, it was drawn "by thofe oi>Jy wko had not burnt inccnfe- 
Btfbre. Tl» Jitme pe^foii ncTcr bui^nt inc^ri^ fw»ti?/'-^Sg<«l» 
ik{>.H«1bvL]T.edi Hot. Eid;^ NkolaL 

** SacrifieiuiB j«g(^ v«%»enMf ni it|de|i| ritrbof ^Ihm ina*^ 
tutinum pcragebatur, exceptis fortibus, t^ds denuo non du- 
ccbantUTy ef benedvRione ; fctl eadera- fu-n^io iifden) mane et 
▼cfperi obtiDgebftt, Ji Jufifmn eMipias, ad ^an novo Jbrtium: 
diUiu opus eraf f^^The evening fiicrifiec was of courfe performed 
ivitb the fame forin* as the mormngy except the cBremooy of 
ihawiit^ ht^t and thd biding ^ ^C9y one dificbarged the fainc 
office ill the evening, that bad falteiv to biro m the morning,. 
except the offering of incaife ^ Jof xt^hick it alwatfs was' heccffaty- 
that fome otker per/on Jhould be c^^ew."— Reland, Antiq. Heb. 
p. ii. c. $% 5^ 

Ligbtfbot indeed makes nnei)tiQii oi aii exce^lionr^ when 
tjie 7(i^?»f pcribu might b«rni ineeo^ time: but this, it w^|t 
itnraediately be iaexiy caimot in the Icafl invalidato the ^rgu-* 
ment we have drawn from the rule itfelf. — ** In the even- 
kig" they (the priefts)' caft not lots for their feveral' employ- 
inent3> but thufc that the lot had a^Tjgncd them in the morn- 
ing they retaine<i in the afternoon ; ^ only aboutf t£e mat^ 
^ ter of buruiug the ineenfc they cad lots , anew, amongft 
" thofe of the houfc of the lather, that fcrved thqt day, tiiat 
'* had NEVER burnt inccnfe in their lives/' But if aU of 
tbcm had, at one time or other^ been? upon that employment^' 
then he that had it by lot at the morning fervice, did o^ per-- 
form it in tlie evening/' — (Temple Worfhip, c. 9. near the 
end.) — Befides that this- was tJie cafe, which, from what we 
have feen of tbo. pi'ieftl j famiiicsj 90uld feanre ever happen, ift< 

i* 
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|^t» $cme WHB ^^lad to draiw lots fop j^. 
wto titd ever perkmintA it before* Aa t^iB tkv»^ 
fere wM fo very p^rtioular lui occafiooi one even 
that had iHver bappeoed to Zachaitas b^or^y and 
oever coald again; 9od an his appaceot lo& of 
fpeaeh tendered it impoflible for hiiii to officiate 
^gaip to the temple, till a twehem^nth nfter tJm 
happened, and three months after the birth of John^ 
there ^as not cvc^ a poffibility left hioi, to falfify 
tlie tint! of his appearing, at lead, to have beea 
ftruck duoih in the teogiplef on the occafion re* 
kitfd 

WpETHKR then, for the pfefent, we fiippofe 
this account of the angel's appearance and dif« 
cparfe to have been founded in truth, or a mere 
fiction, imd confequently Zachariai^ k>is of fpeecl) 
reaiy or pretended^ this we are bound to believe as 
in unqudHonable /a^^ that Zacharias becwie in 
ftppe^rw^oe dumb, on the accqfioni and at the titna 

is plain that it could not happen at this time; becaufe, if 
feidi arias appeared dvmh in the morning, he could not 
poffiMy officiate again in the evening; and even if he could 
have dooe h, ft is obvious, that the conclafioa which thit 
l^articulat has been brought to eftablifh, mud rem^n as v4li4 
as before. * 

It may not be improper to add here one remarkable par. 
acular, that a prieft, who had been guilty of any great crime, 
was nevtr after permitted to perform this office* See Reland, 
as above. 

M 2 related. 
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related. ^ And'that was, a^ Ibe evarigeHflffcas ex^ 
prefely irtfarmed'us, Tome fWfle time befol# 4li^ 
Conception of Jbkti. For " it cannfe * to p*fe, thafr 
^ as loon as the days of Ms., ^ckarias% ixAtor* 
^'ftration were adcort>J)liflifed,*f daring which be 
became daml>, " lie departed to his owtf hodfe; 
^ and after thofe dfeysf his wHe Elizabeth con* 
^* ceived.'' ' ' • ' • 

' Supposing it poffible tjien for Zacharias to 
have invented this refined expedient, and deter-* 
mined to make ufe of it^ the more eflfedibally to' 
conceal his projeftfed impofture, was it poffible for 
him to put it * in pra&ice at thii time ? Ol", on 
the contrary, will not the vety time ortly of hi^ 
apparent lofs of fp^ech utianfwerably prove, that it 
could not be the efie^ of any fuch coiKOrt^ de^ 
fign? • < • •' •' • •■ *•'" . • ^■ 

' We are exprefsly informed f, that EU^beth 
had- till this time continued- abfolutely barren p 
and both She and Zackarias were now fo far ad^ 
vanced in yiearsy that all thoughts of their having 
childrefi muft have been at an end. This being 
the cafe, tfhoHgh we (hould fuppofe him to have 
planned the whble contrivance, in queftion, years 
before; and to have been fully refolved to exe- 
cute it, whenever an opportunity Ihould offer, 

ftiii 
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jgilU|r,\riU h^ o^^s^My impqfiik (w Zacharifts tqi 
kave b^gim executii^ this part of the plot, at the 
jj^ieCt^.tiUh^Jkir^w with certainty, th»t ElkaJketh, 
^0$ a8u<UIy with child. 

Nothing can be more ridiculous, in itfelf, or 
xnore JaccmfiCteint with io maiteriy a ftroke of im« 
poiiure ^ this would have been^ than to iqiagine 
be fliould begin executing a plot^ the very exigence 
of which neceffarily depended upon EUzahth's. 
bejng actually witli child, at a time when be^ had 
every reafon, the nature of the cafe Tvpuld admit oi^ 
tp . conclude, that She nev^r would have children^ 
To believe him all on the fudden forging a divine. 
Revelation, and feigning himfelf dqmb, with an tn^ 
pr^ predi&ion, that he fhould continue fpieechlei^ 
till his wife fliould bring forth a fon ; and all this 
with no other view, than to fet up this future fm^ 
lor ti^ Meffiah's* Forerunner, notwithitanding £&« 
zabeth had hitherto continjued barren^ and he him<» 
|elf muft have believed, at the very time, that flie 
wotild always continue fo ; is fuck a fuppblition, as 
the more we confider it, the more abfurd and ridi- 
pulous \% muft appe^. . , 

Yet, impoffible as this evidently is, we mull 

Jbelieve every particular of it to have been true, 

• ,.  • »   ^^ 

before we are at liberty even to fuppofe, that Za- 
Qj^qriass interview with the Angel migl)t be ^ fic- 

M3 tioR, 
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fiori, and his apparent bfs of ipeech a deceit^ 
For it has juft been obferved, that this remaricable 
<ranfa6tion * came to pafs even Ibme time b^bre 
Zacharias could have the leaft expe^ation of It 
child. • ' 

From the very nature of the thing itfelf, tHere^ 
fore, it appears abfolutely impoffible for Zaekari&k 
to have forged the angel's appearance, And have 
feigned himfelf dumb, at that time when it is cer- 
tain he apparently becatne fo, in order to facilitate 
^ny preconceived irfipofture relating to his fon. If 
is likewife apparent, that the i\ hole of this tranfac-^ 
tioti related entirely to the future biith end cha- 
fader o"^ his fon, and confequently cbuld not be - 
forged bri any other account. From t^hence it in^ 
evitably fdllows, that Zacharias muA reaUy hmt 
converfed with an Angel, and have been aftuaHj^ 
deprhed of his fpeech, in the manner related by 
the evangelift, becaufe the time when it happened 
proves fufficiently, that there could be no deceit ixi 
the Cafe. 

But, notwithftanding, for tbe prefent let us Ima- 
gine him already apprized of EHzahdth^i uftex- 
pefted, though doubtful fituation, and ddtentiibed 
at all events to profecute this long premeditated 
impotture' Still it will be utterly incredible, that 
he ihould venture to rilk any fteps of a public na- 
ture; ajiid efpeciaily pi^e fq remarkable ^ this ben 
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&ire:iisy lit tba^very etrtieft period, /i// ^&e birth of 
ik€ ddld tioM fafehf mtr. 
. £i:.i2 ABi^TH was already at an age wheii % e cpold 
Qo lofQi^ be expfftesd to be the mother of chil^ 
«lren« And Zacharias^ if he was the cuDoiag iio- 
{Ki&or.ftip^iodt tnuft have gav^eraed himfelf wkh 
r^rd to the imcertEdn er^it of her unexpefled 
fitui^ion, by the comnioii rules of probability ia 
cafes of; the iame idadw The potat he had to cou- 
iider .liras Botbiog niore than a piain matter of fad:, 
^f daily ofafervation.; aad Zacharias had fdl the ex* 
{lerimee^. an advanced age to dtrea his judge- 
Boeat aJliOttt it Caa . at tb^n be eonceived, that he 
could immediately eater upon the execution of hk 
propirfid impoftore; aa if k^iras aa abfolote certam 
point, that the hero <rf t\m intended p)ot, mufl 
iiortfy after be. f}roii^.ir//%7<? itttxi the worlds mcH'ely 
beeaofe Mlkabeth wa^' now^ m her old age^ afid, 
emtr&ry to ait eapit^aiim^ witli cbUd? 

It is notorious be mufl; have known this to be^ 
at befi:^ but aa umertam event, even when all fa* 
voiir^e circuiiifiismees concurred ; and ia the pre- 
ieofcoafe^^ofi account of Elizabeth's advanced age^ 
nkose p^artiealarly doubtful tlian in comnK»i. So 
,th&tj had he been already affured of the ^rjH ne^' 
i^^ary point, ivith regard to EUzabetKs ftate and 
fituation ; which, however, we have feen he was not; 
it was impoffible for him to he guilty of fuch ex- 
* ' -. M 4 treme 
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tpeme miid&efs and £oj|ly as to proeaed at coce ta 
tbe forgery of a divine revelationji and to piuafi^ 
himfclf \^'ith this pittended lo& of fpeecb^ for .ft 
long and fiji^ period of time, purely to introduce 
an impo&iirey relating folely to a child) who was 
not only yet uniomj but whofe Urthy oq ibmepot 
culiar accounts, wa£ an event of more tkmi ^n^^ 
nary hazard and uiicertainty. 

Farth£R, what muft we think of l^s esctraiir 
yagant fuppofition, when we raeoUfific, that the di« 
vine charaBtr^ which, according to the ai^'s 
prediS;i(Hi, the future child of JSUMObiik wm tq 
^appear in, neceffarily determined of which fisj? i| 
muft be? 

CsaxAiN it is, the Ihremmar of the Meffiail 
was always exprefsly propheiied of as a man. '' Be^ 
^^ hpld I will fend you Eliyah tbe prophet, hefcra 
'^ the comiog of the great aad dreadful day of the 
'^ Lord ; and hw> Ihall turn the heart 9f the fathees 
'^ to the children, and the heart of the chiUren 
V to the fathers, left I come ami &ute the eaarlh 
^' with a Gurfe*." And agreeably to tUa, the 
Angel aflures Zacharia^ in that revelaftioii, which, 
if it was fori^d, he himfelf muft have pbumeit j 
^^ thy wife Elizabeth ihall bear thee'' (not a 
shiUy but) *^ a ^osr^ and thgu ihalt call his nam* 

f Mai* di* It. 5, C« . 
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. Svwvos% then, that at the time of this vHton^ 
'wfa^n ZachamB became apparently dumb, EUza^' 
AeM'i prdgnaney had been dearly ascertained; and 
that Zachariae was deteriiiined to begiq his part 
in ^le ptot, notWithftanding the greateft uneertainty 
of the tirtk of the qhild, upon wMch the whole muft 
<l^yeiid« / Afiter all, the exift^ce of th^ ' plot fup^ 
pofed will' remam ftill afl incredibte as before* 6e-^ 
eaufe no one can be contrived fo abfurd, as to 
forge a predidiKm under the . pretence of its being 
divimf which abfoiutely pronounced, that a par- 
tnular tiM yet wibam, and even but very lately 
aincei?ed, ihould intcdlibly pro^e a Jan. Above 
all, be who was cunning enough to introduce an 
impofture, with fo retired an artifice as the pre* 
t^ded miraculous lofs of fpeech, can never he 
believed to have adopted fo apparently fooliih a 
dtAga. A defign, which unavoidably required tiie 
Gertatn foreknowledge of an event, that it wi^ ab^ 
fiiktely impofiible for him to foreknow; and the 
contrary of which it was equally probable nii^ 
take place. 

Should we, contrary to all reaion, fuppofe (bal 
Zachaiias m^ht be capable of fo wicked an at- 
tmnpt, it can never be imt^ed he could contrive 
«iie fo eKoeedingly fimple, which nothing le& than 
a mere ideaty or an ab folate madman^ could under^ 
|ple or conceive. It .muft not be forgot, that the 
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l^.iui^fition of ai^ (iecek in tlpa eafei netieP 

%ity:i"^pl^9> ^ ^ i^W l^sei^ flMfHTQi tlM^^g»f 

ifyirm niuft have b^opue of tl^ moft AibtU ii»- 
9o&)is;,|he world ever produced. TiU Jitck a .mo 
Ib^foie cap be fuppofed to contrive a de<Mt of 
^ ^o^t dangerous pature, iti the dir^ way Xm 
betray it; ^ackarm Caa 0ever ]:ie Jieliel^ed Uk 
baye forietold, luider tbe m^ifk of 4aa)^ myeliikkmi 
tbat bis ehild^ yet unboi^n^ would i^rtaiiily prova.a 

. BuTtl^fe are not aU tlie abftttditm.^hipi^.thQf 
oakni e of Zacharm^ fuppo£^ impoftuipe muft i«h 
avoidably bave been attended witb. Coutd v^ 
oven grant this moft ridiculous coiu^ffion^ tbat Za* 
cbarias might ufwocountabfy rdbii^e upm^ tto ptei 
tafu^ predi^ion^ though he kwm at the fame iitaiQ 
tbotl.tbe aeccMiipiiihiiieat of the event^ foretdjid^ liiiMt 
W.)l^iugheft degree unMrtaio ; ftill it mil be.fe^yaiA 
iii^pc^lSible to .bdievoi lie could be fo eKtrayi^jis 
l^ifti^ as tO' pretend to prophefy piibUciy . m^ ho 
1^*^) b}3it ^very Jku> <(%i» aft^ JoA^'^^birth, tbat 
his then irifant Jon was to be th^. Farerunmr of thd 
teog-expecied .Meffiab. 

To be thoroughly faii^&ed of thiss, "SKeaeedonll 
racQtt^6ii, wbal the nature of ^m ckara^er yvmi 
mild km Img it taiift be before Jolm couid eoM9 
/ .. . . » 

t ;. * Lake i. 67, to the end. 
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upon it. At ti very remarki^ble pity^t^ who wai 
to preach the bE{}t^ 6[ irep^tance, to reclaiai th# 
people from their fins, and make known the ac«» 
i^ptft'bld year of the Lord ; Zackarias well knew 
it would be hnpoffibl^ for bis fon, toent^r upon 
his ta&Z till he was between twenty and thirty 
yeat^ ofdge*i So that tfee puhliftiing, at the tim^ 
lie did, a pt^^nd^ divine revelation, foretelling 
^at his ibti was to be the Mefflah's ForerunMr^ 
was, in fa3;, no lefs tbftn affirming it to have beei^ 
revealed to him from above, that an infmt^ who 
wag th#!i cnfy tight days old, wbuld infallibly live, 
fit leaft, till he was ah&oe t'wenty years ofagt. 
• But atnong all the deceivers that the world has 
ever produced, where (hall we find one fo extrava^ 
gantly iboliih, Iq Ibetit upon procut^ing his own de«» 
&*u£tioQ, as volmrtarily to have ftaked the fucce6 
of sAl bis dfi£gns, and with his credit, even his 
^fe H^lfi upon his being able to afcertain the life 
of a tmrt infant^ for the long term of twenty 
years f Toforg^ a revelation, ibretelling the cer^, 
tain.cciitinuaiiGe of the life of any perfon what** 
ever, for no le& ^an full twenty years to comej^ 
dkl even every pofilfoie circumftance of age, healthy 
imd fituatioii, coaipife to reiider the continuance 
«f i^ for fiioh a period, aa probable as human na- 

ture 
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lure ocHild p^mit, iviwld be tcM^ gl^f^ <^ ftbr 
fijirdity.far any <me i^ Jm fmfes to fa^ capable of 

WH£RiE4S HI tb« pfefeat Qiifey ib far was Znb 
fharias ixtm, having aeyen any imh pnAa^tm to 
grotjad tlsds fupppfed fofgpry upoo, tbat, <m tb9 , 
;Q60tmry, . be could not but kn^w, that tbe eoati* 
VMaxiQ&QfjQbds lile, at the tkne when he uttei^ 
this prediflioo, wae not oaly a matter of tiie utf 
Jiu)ft uncertainty, froip the general natvre of tba 
thing, bat likewife on a peculiar Mrcowt, more 
sUian ufually improbable. Zackariaa i^iild not 
have lived to old age, without being we}l a^uriised^ 
^n" v^ry large a proportion of tbofe whq ase bom 
i^to the world, die even in infancy itfelf; hoin 
joany OKMre never pafs tbo bounds of childhaod^i 
iipd what great numbers of tt;^ reinaindcar ftiU 
iall off, about the iirft years of maturity ; aj}d, m 
&ort, that from infancy till towarcb the (^^-^ 
thirtjf^jfeaviSy that very: intervq^l whkh ibe mxA 
have undertaken to prquounce fipri 19, of all otiiers^ 
€;^cefpt old age, the moft uqoertoin ^and :d«c^sous 
period of humHq life. Tl^ Jj^e . could . not bu£ 
know was undoubtedly the .cufci. w^th imnkiiid 
in general ; and Ije. b#d t^fidesi^a /«5cw&iir reaibo 
Ip believe it w^jul^ jwove (0 with hi9 Mm fou^ i^ 
particular. 



' If there vms noliiing miraculous in liie cafis, Jtfhn 
was the aoexpefked, and- alimsit unnatural child oC 
his aid age; brotighl into life wbea Both his pa* 
rents had afaneady outlived 4i)e ftrength of tiieir con-f 
ftitutiKms^ and. began to feet fenfible approaches o£ 
decay. From whence it was more particularly pro- 
bable; m the natural eourfe o£ things, that he m^ht 
^ry focia gi^e manifeft tofcms of a weak conf(ita-> 
tion, aod ihortly after decline. And can any thing 
be mom exceedin^y ridicidomy than it ^ti^ould be 
to imaffoe, tisiat a crafty veteran deceiver, (hould 
plan a laboured fefaeme of iBipc^ure, abiblutelj 
requiring him to pretend tx> prophefy, that fiich ar 
particular infant, but a few days old^ ihould eer- 
tainly live to abcw twenty years of age? If tfab 
is not abfi)lut€ljf incredible, it will be no eafy talk 
to alfign any thing that cati be fo* Yet muft the 
p^bility of all thisr be entirely acquiefced in, be- 
fore we are even at - liberty but to fuppofe, thaS 
Zacharku could be a deceiver, afid his lofs of fpeedx 
a pretence. 

: But beiides the great uncertainty, and even 
knprobability of John's living to the age, which 
Zaebartes's pretUBmt required, there was another 
difficuity in tiie plot, impoffible to be removed^ 
wd which uUme would have been fufficient to 
deter any man, in his fenfes, from adopting fuch 
^^d^fign. 
f ; It 



It k notorious, that the tsmperE, MbiMm^ and 
difpofitions, of diffiureot meo^ are fi> verkHifl ami 
oppofite^ tiiat nothing le& than a knowledge faif 
fijperior to all human forefi^^ could poffibly form 
^ven the remoteft gue&^ of what wobld prove thtf 
future charaSer of an infant anfy eight dajfijMk 
when he Ihould be advanced to the Mi age of a 
Tnan. And he muft have arrived ^^t a de^gree of 
folly, not eailly to be conceived pofible, who 
ihould dane to foretell this, wliea conlbioiis of hid 
atter ignorance aiwut k; and by fsretandiog to 
fpeak from divine authority, purpofely contrive to 
lay open his own depeits to aka(^ certanadaiBc^ 
tion. Yet if Zacharias was the counteiint .fupf 
pofed, fuch umk have been the ftrimge condiaft fa* 
purfued. 

Os the day of John*8 drcomctfion^ no ibonef 
did Zachariass fpeecfa appear to b^ reftored, tluui 
he peremptorily pronounced this ppopbetical do' 
claration. ^^ And thou, child, ilidt be cattad 
" the prophet of the Higheft; for -thou flMdt g9 
** before the face of the Lord, to^ pt^are fab 
** way& ; to give knowledge of ifkl^tion lo bia 
" people by the remiflSbn of their fibs *." NayJ 
the Angel, even when he foretold John's 4tmc^ 
thn'siXiA bif^thy is reprefented as defcribing hifria^ 

* Luke i. 76, 77. ■' 

ture 
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-tone dMureAer aiid emplc^meot, wktai ^1}^ grdater 
4xmtmeik. ''He ftall be great iB'tiie:fi||itof the 
^ Lond, and ihali drink, n^fefaer ivine nor ibong 
>^'driak; and be ihail .be fiUed with tb0< Uolj 
^^ Gfaoft^ even fin^n bis . motioier s womb.'. And 
V. maay of tbe .cl^dreii} oi 1&&A ifaall he tma .to 
'^ t^ Lcard tbw God. And he ikall go before 

V him in the ffiicit aad power c^ Eiias; to turn 
f the hearts of the iatbers to the childiien, and ll^ 
^^ dtfi^bedieiit to the ^riidam of the juftt; to. make 

V ready a people pr^ared for the Lord;" 

i TtfUd ^ Zaekarias /very inioutely de£cribe a 
wm& Amg^lw charader, and prcHioaace^ aai 1^ di- 
nne anthmty^ that it wa& the very charai^r which 
kk Jm would i^rwarjcla appear in ; not only. wbe» 
when it wa» y^ inul u few day$ fince his birth^ but 
evea ibortly before the time of bis conception. He' 
%DNspld> tiiat even from his chikUiood he would be 
f^inarkitUe for hb fingular good underftanding^ 
gi^t abftemapufiiefiy mid inreproacfaable condu&; 
that he wo»ld preach to the wliole people the necei^ 
fity oirapefilanee and reformation,, with all the bold- 
iHEiik fnd iiieedom of the old prophets ; and tliat by 
tte'fiirce of his own virtuous example^ together wkh 
j&e tgaodofifes and energy of hts do6lriney he woold 
tadng great numbers to a true fenfo of religk>ii and 
tteirduty. 
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Thi$i it Bittst be coi^fled, vi^fts: no cammm di#* 
ncter, but one wfaiGh r^uired the joiat poflef^ 
fion of many rare endamnaH^tB to fulftlli To fup^ 
port it| he muii; be pofleffiMl of great quiekneft 
of underfianciing, and a judgement improTed by 
«n extenfive knowledge of mankinds He muift 
have wifdom to extricate htmfeif from the embai'- 
raffments^ and fortitude to ^icounter all the dai^ 
gen»y to which fuch an attempt would unavoid^ 
ably expofe him* In (hort^ he muft be expert ift 
.inculcating * the neceffity of a gpod life upoft 
4others; and fo able a hypocrite, as to appear in 
all refped:s to praftife it himfelf ; and yet, at t^ 
€ame time, fo thoroughly wicked' at heart, as to 
undergo all this drudgery ia order to deceive 
the world by a moil profligate imd mifchievous im^ 
pofture. 

But how can we believe it poffible for Zacba^ 
rias to have deliberately contrived fuch a i^ot^ a^ 
laid him under the neceffity of foretellkig, that-a 
particular infant but Jii/i bom into this worlds trnf^ 
one not yet boruy would certainly become a man c^ 
fuch uncommon abilities, and fo depraved. % dii^ 
pofition as this ? Could he take pleafure inri&iiig 
his credit, and even bis life, on the accompli&^ 
tnent of fuch events, as were not only impoffible 
to be foreknown, but in the higheft degree im^ 
probable to happen? Yet this muft have heext 
Zacharias's deliberate and fettled choice ; if in the' 

cafe 
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cafe linden cohfidefation hie was guiltjr of any de*' 
ieit at all. - For fliould John have turned out, as 
it Avas riioft- probable he would, a perfon of only 
e&mmbh abilities, it would have been far beyond 
)[iis' power to fupport 'if Ai?/*, character, which his fa- 
ther had prophefied he would maintain* And 
tinl^fs* he ftiould be brought likewife to a very 
lincommoii pitch of this mofl; daring wickednefe^ 
k wds' very plain -he could never be induced to 
iSfidertakc ' it . . ' . 

'^ And hefe a ftfll' fkrther difficulty ftarts up bef* 
ibl'e tfs. How was it poffible for Eacharias to dc'-* 
^nd upon the certainty of fo' evid^tly precarious 
an event, as his fon^s becoming wicked enough to 
fengagc in the profecution of fo • impious a defign, 
leven ihbuld he' prove able to carry it on ? We 
muft indeed allow, that if he deiigned John to 
tarry oti' this impofture, he muft certainly have 
•propoffed likewife to educate him in fuch vicious 
Winciples, as would fit J^iim for the undertakingi 
iTfcis the nature' of the thing itfelf requires. ' But 
then,  this necleffary fiippofition, will be fo far 
"frbni- removing the difficulty juft mentioned, that 
it renders it inftirmountable, and * the whole 
'd^gri, if poffible, even more incf edible than 
before. , - ^' -' '.■' . " ''■ } 

Can it be bfeli^ved, that whirf Zaoharias^' vrm 
already withifi the confines ^ of 0W%-^, b6 eould 

N deliberately 
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dcKberately ent^r upon faich a plot, m plainly re*. 
quired, that be himself fhould liye at leaiA; twenty^, 
^ears longer^ in the vigorqus oq^oyiB^nt of, all ^ 
^{[ereat abilities an4 cuoBiag?. Yet. 1^^ ^ mi^ 
have done^ if he fet €(n foot the plot foppof^ 
for It necefiarily required, that he fiiould ttve tc^ 
educate bis iniant fon, in liich principle!^ of vii;«l 
and irreligioB) as would prepare hm for under- 
dicing the plot he himfelf had l^gun ; and to in^iU 
into him, fo much artifice and hypocrifyy ai| 
wopld 6na)>ie him to carry it m ; and» laftly, to 
cot^vince h^m of fuch a4vant|iges to be drawn 
ironi it, as would make him enamoured of tki 
defign. 

In the natural courie of tMngs^ Zacharkui§ 
Qt|ly rule of judging in thifi w1h>16 maJteri it wa^ 
a point of the greateft uncertainty, whether h» 
hio^feU ^ght live* to iee John arrive at haff the 
pige. of m^aiib/^pd. And ihoviki he ibr>iva. tbat^ 
luid/<eveQ(.a nuuth 1^^ period, 1^ h^ nafehk^ t9 
expeCt^ but that his pitefent ai^ivity woul^ kqg 
have left hm, and h>& former ^^mdng . and ahdl^ 
tie!» have been . fo far deftrayed^ as . utterly tq di^ 
ab^ him from' traimig uptiai& intended imp^tqf 
Jtiai ftiQuld j^s prove the e&fe^ as Zac/mrim mia^ 
have expe€bed it would, what muft at length ^i^ffe 
€»fued from all hi^ deep-^lavi . defi^s> aod the 
pnedi3ik)n» he.hadfo fool^ly .puU^i)d> at tbe 

>* • time 
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ti«i€ • df John's conception and birth ? John could 
nef^r hove undertaken to peribnate tixat cfaarafler 
which Zacharias had foretold, as by divine au*- 
thorky> UssX he would in&llibiy appear in ; and 
Zaehmias'h long-concealed iniquity mult at laft have 
been dete€bed, and puniiiied wi4h, at leatt^ its due 
infamy and reproach. 

John IniglYt indeed have becomfe abaaidoncd 
iibn^tigh for any underted^ing, by beimg fufl^red to 
gr5w ap m t^ unreitraiiied iodulgenee of all his 
appelit^, and the tdtad neg^3: of all raitioiial 
raibns^ou. And. ia. this tiianner be might ba% 
^arrived at manhood, while Zacharias expetriepfied 
tbe yfual afEfiraatdcs of eictiSMie dd a^s, and wais 
in all r^66)s iunable to* corrupt biaa^. But then 
iim sKould ImviTibieen qiihe iii^ufficiesKt f^r i^ iex6- 
eutioa of Zack»ias-% de%n;. nay, iit would ne- 
ceifiirtly have pra^aitted J^dm hom ever ^tempt- 
ibg W piadifl» it. ' 

I'Ki^cr^ncjDLF.KT it muft have been/ becauie a 
^0^ extraordinary charafter was already partieu^ 
dariy marked out far inm to fupport ; aiad in 
which thepefoiie gft was ablblutdy nec^fi^iry, lihat 
be fbdmldf be completely ipftro^bed^ Jand be6d«6, 
^poevaUed with to «uSupie it Tbat it muA haiie 
Sf(sMe4 bim. from; ^^t aAing h&^ inlBiiydtd port, is 
4BquaJIy plajn ; beoaufe the ^porfe .of it reqi^kod 
the^ eftevtiGD erf aU 4»bofe abilities, iiphieh a totel 

N 2 neglefil 
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neglefl of his educatioD^ and bis unreftrai^ied indul- 
gence in every vicious inclination, muft inevitably 
have deftroyed. And what motives could prevail 
with One, who from his very infancy had ^rown up 
.without all reftraint, to afTume and periift in a 
charafter of mofi; extraordinary abftemioufnei3^ 
feverity, and virtue? 

Unless therefore we can believe, that at the 
.time of John's birth, Zacharias was ignorant, 
even of the common period of "human life, and 
.the ufual: decays attendant upon great age, and 
firmly perfuaded ^of the continuance of ;his own 
:life; nor of that onlyy but of all his afiave facul- 
ties, to a moft uncommon and improbable length 
af years; unlefs we can believe all this, it muft 
be clearly incredible that iie IhouM, about the time 
' of Jotnis conception or births forge fuch a revela- 
tion concerning the future character of his fon, as 
made it neceflary for him himfelf to live to train 
him up in vice and hypocrify, for full twenty years 
to come. 

But, in addition to all the particulars already 
mentioned, how muft the impoffibility of this 
whole contrivance incredfe Upon us, when it is 
cpnfidered, that, in realty , Zacharias himfelf could 
not believe; that John would ever have an opportu- 
nity to profecute his fuppofed deiign, even if he 
himfelf ftiould live long enough to train him up 

com- 
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complete^ for it ; and moreover, . mufl have 
apprehended, that the worft punilhment would 
overtake him himfelf, ',lhould he live fo long. 
Yet this, is nothing more than a true ftate of the 

cafe. - . 

About the time of the birth of John, the whole 

• • " • -, * 

Jewifh nation was firmly perfuaded, that the tru^ 
Jlf^flA . himfelf, and much more his Foi^erunner^ 
jyould very fpeedily appear. This is fully evident 
froip the gofpel-hiftory in general ; but more efpe- 
cialiy from the remarkable condu6t of IJerod, iix 
confequence of the appearance of the wife men at 
Jerufalem ; and ttie cruel maffacre of the children, 
which he thought it peceffary to proceed to, imme- 
^ diately after thieir departure. A cruelty which he 
could never h^ve refolve A on, had he not known, 
that the expeftatipns of the people were fo univer- 
fal and eager, ac tq thjnk they endangered the fafety 
of his throne. 

At fucb a time as this, when the arrival of the 
trm, Meffiah himfelf was looked on as an event 
that might every day come to pafs, and could not 
be far ofi^ jbow cocdd Zaeharias imagine John 
'would have any opportimity to counterfeit the cha^ 
ra£i€r of the Forerunmr ; when it was plain that 
John could not appear upon the ftage, till full 
twenty years afterwards ? Zaeharias' could expeO: 
pothiqg elfe, than that the true harbinger of th^ 

N 3 Meffiah 
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Heffiah would have app^ted iti tb« niMti tmi^ 
and have proved his divine commiffion, long be* 
fore John would have been old enough to fet him- 
felf up in his Itead. And then Zacharm had goo4 
reaibn to tbink^ that if he himfelf ibould be ^U 
alive; whieh, as this might happen y^ry foon, 
might very probably be the cafe ; his own for-* 
geries of divine revelations, and the pretended lofk 
and recovery of his fpeech, would immediately be 
called to mind ; and that he Ihould meet with that 
infamy and punilhment, which crimes of this 
particulai' nature, and among the Jews above all 
others, could not but incur. So that whether 
he himfelf lived or died, and whatever vieioufiiefe 
and cunning he might be able to inftil into hi* 
fon ; He could not but think it" extremely im- 
probable, that John ihould ever have an oppor- 
tunity to carry on the fuppofed impoftufe ; aad 
confequently, it is utterly incredible, that he 
could proceed to fuch dangerous and Shocking 
forgeries, merely to lay a foundation for it, if h# 
(hould. 

When we lay together %he(e moft remarkable 
particulars, all neceffarily included in the very 
nature of the fuppofed impofture itfelf, its abfurv 
dities muft appear at once Jo many, and /& mimfe/i, 
as to ftiew it pidnly impoffible for any one but a 
downright ideot, or an abfolute madman, to have 
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€9ftgafed ia it ; i^t the fame time tfaftt it is equally 
impofHibkt eveo for tbefe to have coDtrived it. 
And to fup|)C^ (iUl> thel fuck a plot could be the 
delthemtd defi^ of an old, itibttl, and lUccefsful 
impoftor, fuGh.a3 ^charias^ if any at all, muft 
have beea; vjoirid: be judging in direO; oppdition 
to the plaxiieft diliifttfts of common fenie, and ii| 
i^ity boHeiring m^at is, humanly fpeaking, im^ 
poifible. 

And here, to conclude this part of the argu- 
ment, it is neceffary to obferve, that every con- 
clufion we have now drawn from the nature of the 
plot in debate, to prove the impoflibility of its 
exiitence, as far as relates to John^ is equally ap- 
plicable to all the circumftances of the birth 
of Jefus likewife ; which, we have feen lopg ago, 
muft have been the counterpart of the fame de- 
fign., His future birth was openly predifted by 
his parents themfelves foon after his conception j 
his life w2LS;poJitively qffured for the fame term of 
years ; his whole employment and public charaQer, 
were defined even more exafitly than that of John ; 
though they were of fuch a nature, that no human 
accompliiliments whatever could poffibly fulfil 
them ; and Jofeph and Mary themfelves muft havf{ 
thought, at the very time, that in all probability 
Jefu^ would never have an opportunity to affume 
them, 

N 4' Though 
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Though therefore the whole im^ofture, as it 
relates to Jefus as well as Johriy is rendered utterly 
incredible^ by confidering its numerotjs abfurdities, 
as far as they concern John wdy ; the impoffibility 
of the plot becomes, as it were, doubly evident, 
when we add the confideration of the feveral cim 
(umfiances of the birth of Jtfus to. that of John^ 
end furvey the whole Gonne^4 tranfii6i;ion in 
pne view, 



SEC- 
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SECTION 11. 

t 

Some particular facts previous to the births of 

John and Jefus, confidtred. 

T* 
HUS far have we been proviijg the impoffi- 

bility of the impo^lure under coniideration, merely 
by e^QOiining its own internal nature and confti- 
tution. But. the point in dfsbate will ftill admit of 
no fmall additional illuftration, from considering 
.(ome particulars that occur, in feveral diftin6b ileps 
of thefe. complicated tranfafiions. For if the whole 
i^as an , impofture, all the parts muft have been ib 
many diftin3; fteps,. deliberiBttely agreed on. by thofe 
-who devifed an4 canied it on. Whereas fevetal of 
iheffi^ when cloifely attended to, will be found fuch 
as the cpntrrver^ of the "Sifhilc defign could not be 
capable of adopting,* 

Ne- 

 To prevent an objediou, which might otherwife arife, 
it is here proper to apprize the reader, that in the remainder 
of this party as well as in the laft, the arguments are fre- 
quently drawn from various particulars related by the evan- 
geliils, without giving immediate proofs, that the paiticulars 
themfelves muft certainly have come to pafs as they are re- 
lated. This may poflibly appear at firft, like relying upon 
the ^)ithority of the Evangel^s for their truth. But when we 

recoiled, 
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NsoLECTiNG then for the prefent what has 
been fo fully proved to the contrary, from the 
internal nature of the tvhole defign ; let us fuppofe 
it not impofiible for ZachariaSy Elizabeth^ Mary^^ 
and Jofephj to have forged fome fuch revelations as 
they afilually pretended to have had made to them; 
^d at the very time to©, when they declared thenci 
to have happened* Are there not ftiU (ome im- 
portant particulars occurring in th^ progress of 
the plot, which they could not liav^ iagneed- on, 
had the whole been an implore of their joint 
<?ontriving? 

In the account of Zackariais vifiaii; t>efid^ 
the predi^ion of the future conception, hirlii, 
and divine charaQ;er of John ; w^ Are tokJ of a 
reiy iignal punilhment infii6ted opo^ Zmharm, by 
the Angel, for prefumihg to doubt the aeoottpliih* 
ment of his preditEtions. That ke was iaftantaneouify 
itruck dumhi for aj^jv^j^^rie^ of about nkie mrnktht^ 
at the expiration of which time he wa£ as inlboat^ 
iieoufly reftored to fpeech, 

recoiled, that it ha^ bevn already prored, both from the cir- 
ciimftances ojf every peribn concerned, and from the internal 
nature of the things that there could not be any impoflurq in 
the cafe ; for the fake of which only, any of tbofe particulars^ 
which may hereafter be made ufe of, could be forged ; this 
feeming objedlioA folk immediately to the ground. 

Hebs 
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H8r£ it is obvious, that if tbe Aiagel's ap« 
peorance was nothing tnoro than a fi^on, Zacho' 
ria$'h lo& of fpeeeh and recovery of it, could be 
no better tlian a downright 4eceit. And this he 
muft have put in pra&ic6 merely to gain credit 
to tbe pretended viiion itfelf, by the appearance 
of an adual miracle in its iupport ^. A maftec* 
piece of cunning it mull be confeffied, and (acb 
as muft prove its author to have beea very clofely 
aMentke to eviery circumftance of . what he wafli 
abcmt. Buty at the fame f iine, fo dangerous and 
de/perate an expedient, that however de£rous he 
might be to contrive fome artifice or other for tius 
end, it is nzrpoffible to believe he could venture 
iipion This. r 

Foa what ni6^ this have been, but devoting 
faimf^ to an abfolute and ummterrvpted Silence^ 
while he was in full enjoyment of the powers of 
f{^eeh, for a continued feries of no lefs tfian mne 
fMnths f A reftrairtt, than which, it is plain, none 
coqld be more painful in itfelf ; none more incon^ 
vcnient to the profecution of his defigns ; none more 
likely to be the means of betraying them. 

• We wuft not forget, that the trutfc of the eximud fa&^ 
i. e, Zacbarias's having ^\kh\\c\j appeared dumb, in. tie man- 
ner Luke has related, has been fully proved already, p. 156 ^ 

The 
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The mere painfulnefs of iuih a reftrainti for fo 
long a continuance, was alone fufficimt to have 
deterred any one front voluntarily laying himfelf 
under ah obligation of fo very irkfonoe a nature. 
And had it not been fo, fuch a refolution would 
have interfered fo direQiy, with the profecution 
of the plot ; • that on this account alone he could 
never have adopted it. He was now only laying 
the foundation of a' long and intricate ]iDpoiture» 
in which Jofeph and Mary were intinmtely con* 
cemed with him, and had their part Ukewife.fooa 
afterwards to aft. Nothing could be more de- 
iirable, and even necefi&ry, in fo dangerous and 
even difficult an undertaking, than fecuring eiHxh 
other's courage and fidelity, by conferring tof 
gether, as often as might be, upon the plot they 
had agreed on, and the dangers they ;were to 
guard againfl. Whereas the Jirange expedient 
before us mufl either have effeS^ually prohibited all 
intercourfe of this kind between them ; or conti^ 
nually have expoied ZachariaSj and with him th^ 
whole confederao^y to imminent dagger of de-- 
teftion. - 

Above all, can it be thought credible, that 
Zacharias could be fo confident of his own per- 
petual watchfulnefe and care, as to believe^ that 
a bare refolution to appear fpeechlefs, would ena» 
hie him to continue abfolutdV' dumby for fo con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable u length of time? That upon no oc« 
cafion whatever, during fo long an interval, he 
ihould be fo far oflf his guard, as to utter a Jinglt 
inadyertent word, and betray the cheat ? Or is 
it credible, that Zachanasy in particular, with all 
his long experience and peculiar caution, ihould 
choofe to rilk the deteOion of his iniquity upon 
fuch a nmnifeft hazard as this ? Scarce any fup- 
pofition xap be more ridiculous and incredible. 
Could he not have hit upon fome. other expedient 
to anfwer the fame ejBd ; certainly be would much 
rather have left his interview with the Angel, to be 
received upon his own long-eftabliihed credit, and 
autbprity only, than, haye, attempted fuppprting it 
by fucha contrivanqe, a3 he J^inifelf mufi have 
thought, at the very time|^ was almoft fure to 
bttray it* 

■' . "  ' ' . •. - 

* The. argument here is pur{)ofely/Gqnfined.to the fuppop- 
tioby that Zacharias was onlyj to all appearance, dumhy becaufe 
oiif tranflation is confined to this fenfe only. But forae of the 
bcft commentators arellrongly of opinion, that he appeared not 
only (ji^,' bi(t dtaf likewife. (See Haram. on Luke i. 62. 
Lightfoot on Luke i. 22. See alfo Lamy on Luke i. 22.) And 
Hiould thk interpretation be allowed, the abfurdities already 
mentioned on i\\ejirji fuppofition, will become at once fa ex- 
ceedingly magnified, that one cannot fcruple to pronounce, 
without the Icaft hefitation, that it was impoJUihk £br any deceiver 
tQ run tho hazard of fuch an e;cpeditnt as This* 



But 
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But the eridcnce to be drawn from this partica- 
lar, wilt be found of ftill greater weight, by ronfi- 
dering, that very remarkable differ ente -we find 
between the confequtnce of the Angel's interview 
with Zachariasy atid his appearance ta Mary. 

Zachakias, it is laid * was terrified at tfife in- 
terview, and expreffed great donbtfulnefe of the truth 
of the AngeVs mefege ; and as a puniftimtJnt for 
his unbelief, was immediately ffcruck dumb, in th^ 
manner juft now related. Mary likewife is repre- 
fented as having been ej^ceedingly a-ftonilhed at th^ 
angel's appearance, and wonderful declarations to 
her^ and j^lainly fignifying her opmion, that it was 
impoffible they fhould come to pa6 ; but at lengthy 
as acquiefcing in the expeQ»tion of feeing them fal- 
filled, and as \xssrng efeaped afll kind of pum&mcnt 
for firft doubting of their truth* 

Now if thefe appearances of the Angel^ and 
of courfe all the circumfiances relaited, were mere 
ii£iions of 2^charias and liis Aflbciates, centiived 
for a foundati^a to their iubfequent iiBpoftiise ; it 
feems incredible, timt Zacharias %\o\i\A have been 
reprefeiited a^sjiruekdumb in this manner ; and yet 
Mary, at the fame time, as having efcaped all 
'ci/ible rebuke. It Ihould feem, had there been any 
deceit id the cafe, either thaJb Motkai ikuk wauU 

 S€«Lukei. l«— 20. 

b^ve 



hiiye ap^)Mfed in fistne wmitei* ^^dg pumflied; 
or if One, oi tfatoi Qniy^ thart it then Biuft Isi^e 
beta Mar^ inftimd of ^^harias. 

FwQM what has been obferved alreatiy, it u 
Q&^in, that if we gtfaot it Jwjffibk for Zaehwrias^ 
, b»ve laid, hipifelf UAder this ftraorkge and. . painful 
neeeffityv of appeariog totally delMriiyed of fpeechy 
fm ib Icmg a time ; it touM be an no other accoaat 
Hian beo«ci& Ise thought it abfblateiy neceffiiry iio 
add the fan^csi of wa appareisk^ mivacla^ 4)a iket vdau^ 
liaa of fo Mmntinum ao' eTent^ filled with Ibcfa ex.* 
teaoiiiMiary pretdlftions. it kmft be owneA, tbae 
Zachmas ccmldiiot have hazarded this extraordinary 
expedient, which expofed him to fo much danger otf 
b«iaf«»}Eiag tlie wh^le, uniiefe lie thouight it a^frboely 
7i»ct§krf/y la ordtfeF to |»oeure eredit to lus owif 
tthlamk 8ut if Zaeharias fim^lfy v^itik all the 
advaota^iea «f his ibcfod profeffiaa, bia advanced 
age> ani k>iig«^fiaUifli6d v^utetioay thou^ Aif 
MTU MAimcPny indbfiidbnt to gwi <:r6df( to hi$ re^ 
latiaa^ of fiidi^a fti^ ; how was it pofidble he could 
iowgne^ tliat 4he angjefl's afsqpeiaraace to JibT^; 
With a ^eHMon: e^tfen ^1 ^oife wond^rfuLlihait 
]m oa^n, would be>r«aeiMed upoh. only the ?99sre aiffirn 
Mation of JUa^ .^ . , 

: Has^ the JaSs tliemfeltes been hot alike im.* 
profaaUe, the €vedH(aIity of -^ minefea was very 
^r fpQun hmog equal ^c/Uowr fand good reaibn 

ta 
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to expe£l^ t^at his tefiiaiODy would hfltm a coufi^- 
derable weighty and influence with tbe pec^Ie ia 
general. But if he thought his on;n'aredit..infiiffi«. 
cient to wairrant an event of this ext^aordioary na- 
ture; what regard could he think would be pasd^ 
to the mere witnefs of an ob/curcy ignojumt, girl^, , 
QOt yet arrived at years of judgement idnd diferO'^i 
tioA? What more obviou3r than that fqimproba«* 
ble a tale, fupported only, by the jevideace oi.iti 
contemptible^ and at. the fame time fo ihteceiied 
a witnefs, would be: turn^ into.ridicale; or,, at 
the. belt, be regarded as the mere delMobs.of 
fear and fuperftition, fo . g^etaUy attributed Id 
her fex. . ; • ' 

Besides^ with, regard to the /d&s theinfebres^^ 
the appearance of an Angel in ^) holy place o£ 
the temple, clvu;ged with . a divine i^erelatJoo to .a 
jEirie/S of:refpe3.able cbara^r,: wiis an- event. jfe 
iimilar to wh^t,' all the Jews knew, bad feveiti 
times Iiappened, £nce tbe fettlement of thm n^ 
tion, that,.on this account alone, they would ilie 
piore favourably inolioed to believe it. Whereas^ 
a ftiil more aitonifliii^ revelation, made to a mcM 
girl^ b£ed up in obfcurity, and dejfUtute of. «U 
external caufes of refped:, it muft natmrally .jbe 
expected, would be heard jvith prejudice, . ami 
rejected with ccmtampt. .'And white.no obvioos 
motive whatever could lead them to fiifpeO;..^ 

charias 
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4^ri^ ,of ' titiy foch deceit; Mary's Jituatim^ he* 
f#re her warrisLge wi^s coacluded, ivould very fliortlj 
baye furnished fo. probable a catafe for. hei^ forgiryg 
i|kjB rc^»ektk9i ki queftion, as was «rK>uglv to briug 
Aer>veracity ihtoXiniyerfalfufpicioa, ; . 

' .Ixiwas not at all ioppoGte to any received opinion 
of the Jexvs^ thit the JNJeffiab's'- Ji^^ferw/Jwer iboutd 
bethefoa of a n^ckble^piidft;; Tq that tlnii fistr 
Ji0ffkariai$ account was very, likeljr to^ be well re- 
•^vef)> But nothing coiild be more, inconfiftcnt, 
with all their acknowledged notions conotiFning 
j^'Meffiah.hbnfelf, than tlie Jfiippbfitbn^ that.//e, 
fliQuld be born of Jone of no ixighey ftation^ . tbali 
.^e. intended wife of a carpetiter. \X|ii9 wasiuch b. 
fitimt^Ung block ;it3- Zachariais had lititte reafon to ^ 
thu)k they^conld ever get over^ efpecially when 
5(Hned to tb^ reafon juftimentiion^ for fufpe^ing 
Mary's ventXt^. Hew Uien can it be conceived, 
4^iat Zacharifts and his aflbciates. fliould think it 
Abfoliiliely neceifary. to ftrengthpn his awn teftinmiyf 
%vith the pretence of a miracle;, even a.t (o n)ani- 
feft a* hazard of his inadvertently betraying the 
w^le impofture; and yet/ at the fame time, 
leave the teitimony of Mary quite ungueirded, to 
tft^nd or^ fall by its own fufpiciqus credit and au- 
Ihorit^? 

It is manifeit, tbut if they had jointly cjeter- 
4QMned it to bo neceiTary to make ufe of any ap* 

O parait 



parem mh'ade at atl, ttey ir(»i^6itfftr'haf^»wil^ 
trived one to cottfirm Mm^y""^ re?€tati6t¥,^^ well ai 
Zackarias% or M^Py's dofte ; fiiiee rA*^ ^oA fi> 
tnuch more in Yieed of fome ex-l^iial ftrpport 6* 
that had thefe revelations been forged; for tbeim^ 
purpofe for which they <^ould^ibe cbntmed;: iwe 
ihould either have found, that Mary pretesttlM 
txn have been ftruok dumb , in&cad 6f Zmha^iMi; 
or that feme other, ito^ kfs apparettt^ miraciiloM 
puniihment, was ai evidently 'niii6^ed upon HeP" 
likewife. ...it 

Nor can it bfB here obje6ied, that impoftobs d^ 
frequently incouMent with themfelves, and^i^fDelr 
l)etr4i?^ their plots . by flagrant follies in fimie^ pa(#« 
^ticQlars, whilii tfaajr guard agaio^xIcM^n' by ^Ibfe 
moft refided cunning in others^ > Ibtv^t^ %cl rcfieekl, 
what it he(6 boen^ib often m^eti^^^ Id '4^nft^^^ 
If Zacharm wafi^/a deceiver;' //<; iSluft'^riqu^W- 
ably have been* the molt fubtil' and*iaautiaus»kli* 
poftor the world* ever pixxkicfedy tke ^palftieiiliir 
now* before! us did not aHow roona ^' tMy^6i€h 
ittconfiftency. > ' 'i-i 

From the very nature of the %\ung, ilj-feert^ iHfr 
■tiifeftly impofiible, that He CQi^ld* take fo ^aeh 
riiotight to fecOTe a goofd receptioti ^ for ^ kii awn 
ftory, and pay ho regard whatever to the ^iuccsftis 
of Mary's; by far the mlirelifcely to be rejected of 
tl)C two. ' for ad . attention to^(}rA ^^m mttx^iimo 
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diftkffi iiteps of the |ilol!; one of which might pof« 
fiUy be* idveiiookisd, while the other was remem* 
4)ered j hot in faft they were bi^h iieceffarily com- 
prehetlckd utider one and the fame confideratipn. 
And 6veti bad k been poifible for ZachaHas to have 
Attended to the one^ and not the other; it was not 
poffible foi* J^ph and Mary^ with whom it h^s 
been*^alf^dy feen t^ whole plot muft have been 
eoncerted) to have been, at the fame time, totally 
vft^g^ful^ (tf what fo immediately oonoerned i/^^ir 
imn Safety and ^cce&. HSftctiands s tcdcing thi&4)ar- 
ticular care-ftur himfel^ muft at iea& have reminded 
-^iA^9»of'tlieir much greater want of fome fimJUar 
expedient; to procure cr^ttt to their part of the 
pl^t. 

To the decifive evideace of thefe coufideratioaSy 
we may add the eorrd>9ting teftimony of one i»St 
more, which happened before the birth jof Jdhn^ 
and which feems to afford «.sftrong a pnoof^. as the 
tiatttre of fiich circt&mftances can admit o^ that th^oe 
could- be no fuch plot pn foot, as that we have a{i 
along been fappofing. The particular it&lf, is the 
^p Mary took, immediately after her interview 
withithe angel. 

TH£:^ngel, aft^ revealing to iier what wopid 
very iliordy happen to .herfelf/|>roceeded to in^ 
4otm her of what had already happened to Eliza* 
bethw ''. Behold thy cpuiin. XliMbetfh^ She hath 

OS "alio 
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^^ alio conceived a chib[},^:i|i her 6ld;age,? and* this 
" is the fixth month with Ufcr, wlio was called 
" barren." Upon receiving this information, . ^\^ 
. find Mary immediately "^left her o\f n Jbtoirie ; " and 
" went into the hiil-counti:y with hafte, into a cHy 
** ofJuda, and entered krto thcv houfe of Zacfaa* 
^' rias, and fainted Elizabeth;" &nd ihere Itayad 
witli her, no lefs than three months^ till the time of 
John's birth was almolt arrived. 

Here we have a &£);, which may ferve gready 

to illuftrate the integrity, and artie6 innocence of 

every perfon concerned. Had JSaobariaSj Eliza- 

bethj Mary J and Jofephy been engaged \ together, 

' in concerting, fo daring and* dangerous^ ian impof- 

ture as that in queftion ; we cannot but think, thiat 

, it would have been onet of the tiritf : abd) principal 

: objeQa of their attention, to concdal: their corrt- 

fpondmccy at this particular tunc, .as.faiiu!ch as pof- 

tfible from tte public view.' , They could not' but 

cxpeft, that whenever their intended counterfeits 

lihoakl* appear upon^tbe ftag^, and heco^ne obje^s 

lof the public attention, the ftricfceft enquiries woiild^ 

^probably be made intorthe families of ty^o perfims, 

whofe claims to divine charaSers, ' n^re fo 'very 

.extraordinaiy in themfeives, - and to clofely con- 

- nefted with each, . other. For this reafon they 

would ftudioufly have avoided all appearance of 

any intimate connexion, eipecially at this tifnc; 

as- 
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V 

a^ fk^ in Ta^h a oiie, more than any thing elfe, 
n%ht iodoce. every one to fulpeft fome f oucerted 
iflfippfture. How then can the faQ; before us be 
rQ^oncilad with 'the. fuppofitiou of the plot in quef- 
lion ? What can be more improbable, if they were 
all eogi^ged ip thje fuppofed contrivance, than that 
Mwry rlhould go to the houfe of Zacharias^ and 
He permit her to ftay in his houfe, for no lefs than 
/Aree WQ«M^ together, at this critical time? It is 
incredible, that the contrivers of fo artificial and 
refilled a plot could be guilty of fuch an overfight as 
this. 

Whereas, if we fuppofe their accounts of the 
ang^'s appearances to be true, and the feveral par- 
ties concerned innocent of all finifter defigns, the 
whole difficulty is cleared up at once ; and nothing 
could be more natural than this behaviour in con- 
fequence of thefe events. An honeft and unde- 
figning heart could not but burn with a defire of 
cbnamunicating to its friend, fuch an aftonifliing 
revelation as Mary had received concerning hcrftif; 
as well as of dcterminincp the credit it deferved, 
by enquiring" into the truth of what the angel like- 
wife informed her, had already happened to her 
friend. Nor could any condufifc be more natural^ 
when Elizabeth and She certainly found themfelves 
made the happy kiftruments of fulfilling thofe glo- 
rious promifes, which had be6n revealed to their- 

. 3 fore* 
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forefathers, than their paffing (omc tjnief ^og^tt^er, 
in admiring thofe aftonilhing events which were al- 
ready come to pafs ; and tliofe more aftouiftiing ftUI, 
which were now upon the point of being fulfiBed, 
And furely, when their condaS approves itfelf, in 
every particular, the natural refiilt of imocencey 
and is incompatible with th6 fuppofitidn of the^r 
guilty it would argue no frpall degree of peryerfe* 
nefs, ftill to fuppofe then> engage^ in the nrofe^i^i 
tion of an impofture. 



3EO 
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SECTION III. 

* *■ ^ 

Several ^ twry remarkable FaQsj fubfequent to the 
Births of John and Jefu3, co^derefl. 

JLF the few faCb juft confidered, preceding tlie 
births of John and Jefus^ bear witnefs in fo ftrong 
a manner, to the innocence and veracity of all 
thofe, who were moft immediately concerned ^ in 
thefe events; much more will feveral aftoniiliing 
particulars^ that (oonjollowed them, convince us, 
that they could not poffibly be the effe6te of hu^ 
mw arti^ce and cunning ; or arife from the fe- 
rret machinations of Zacharias and his AJfociates ; 
the onlif perfons who could poffibly have contrived 
them. 

Lu^E, having particularly informed us of the 
time and place of Jefiiss birth, and the means by 
which it happened, that he was bom H Bethle-^ 
hem^ iiiimediateiy goes on witli the following narra«> 
(ion. 

^' And there were in the fame country," near 
B^Jilebem, '- ihepberds abiding in the field, 
♦* keeping watch oyer their flock by night And ^ 
^^ lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 

Q 4 " and 
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and the glory of the Lord fhone round about 
them, and they were fore afraid. And the 
angel faid unto them, Fear not: for behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
fliall be to all people. For unto you is bom 
tliid day in the city of David,^ a Sai^tcmr, \4i3ck 
" is Chrift the Lord.* And this iball be -a figa 
*^ unto you; ye fliall find tlie babe wrapped m 
" fwadling cloaths, lying in a raanger. And fad*^ 
'^ denly there was with the angel a multitude ot 
" the heavenly hoft j praifing God, and fi^in^' 
^ glory to God in the higheft, and on earth pea€e> 
** good will towards men. And it came to pafs, 
" as the angels were gone away -from them into 
^' heaven, the Ihepherds faid_ one to another, Let. 
" us now go even unto Bethlehem, and fee this 
'* thing which is come to pafs,* which the Lord 
*' hath made known unto us. And they, came 
" with hafte, and found Mary and Jofeph, aiid 
*• the babe lying in a manger. And wlien they 
" had feen it, tlieymade known abroad the fay- 
" ing which was told them concerning this child. 
^ And all they that heard it wondered at thofe 
" things, which were told them by the fliepherds. 
" But Mary kej^ all thefe' things and pondered 
f* them in her heart. And the fliepherds returned 
' f* glorifyingi ftri4 priedfing God, for all the things 

• . "they 
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^i Aey bad bnrd and fteD^ as it was told uiitxy 
'^ them*." 

• lifiHE a new fcene. (^ens upoa us, crcmded 
i;)4th uoepopeSi^ vifipns, and diviae revelations, « 
beiM^kig witnefs in the moft extraordinary nranner 
to tfaie iacred character $ind. divine oiiffion of J^^/ 
But if the angel's former appearances, and predic* 
tiens iOf the births d Joh^ and Jefus^ which have 
already been .confidered, were in reality but j^obs' 
&i Thofe to whom they were pretended to have, 
been miide; .then inuft fkis^ a&oniihing account of 
what happiened to the Shepherds of Bethleheni, be^ 
an impbfture likewife. And if thb be fo^ it mad 
have been brought' about in one or other of the fol-. 
lowing ways. 

Either the Shepherds muft Jiave been deluded 
by the ftrength of their own fuperftitious imagina- 
tions into a belief y that they faw angels which never 
appi^ared ; and heard the moft furprizing things re- 
vealed to them^ which in fa3: were never fpoken : 
Or elfe, they mult have been corrupted by Zacha^ 
riasy and h\^ Confederates^ purpofely to give out 
this revelation, and to pretend to feek for Jofeph 
and JKfary an4 the yotmg childy by night, as if in 
confoquence of it ; and they knew, at the fame time, 
that every* particular of this relation was entirely 
> > 

• Luke i). 8—20. 

falfe. 
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fUfe^ But wdibtll ibQQ fee» thati]0iiheraf.tM& 
fuppofitioDS can poffibly be ^ue. . 
': It is notorious, that nothing could be- more in-* 
Cionfiftent with the umverfal ekpefiwtion of (be Je&^p 
nor. any thing more cmtradiBary t0 all the aoticms^ 
they had fiormed of the long-exped;ad M^^ak, litek 
future king and delivemr ; than that he iliotild msike 
hi9 entry into the world, in the ^able o( an um,' 
On the contrary, they expe@)6d him to iqjpear with 
fuch a glorious diiplay of his fuperior dignUy aiid 
power, as might feem.a fit introdudiioti to that uni^ 
veffal dominion they believed he would aflTilaie., 
And it win readily be allowed, that the itrotigth of 
imagination, however overheated, could not feiga 
to itfelf divine appearances and revelations, dia*« 
metiically appofite to all its ftrongeft prejudiote and 
eonceits. 

Had the force of enthuiiafm therefore painted 
this chorus of angels, and diCliated the glad 
tidings they brought, tiie Ang^U could not hav9 
informed the ihepherds,^ that a particular moft 
ftitoniihing event had adu^^Uy taken place, which 
could never have entered into their thoughts ; and 
which, above all others, tha/ firmly beUeved it 
impoffibk ihould ever come to pa&. And kideed 
had it not been impoiGble on this account al^one, 
what Could be more difficult to believe, than that 
Jcveral poor (hepherds, thus accidentally met to*- 

geth^r. 
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^AetfUiOvAd ail beffeized at once wSth fuch a^ 
icrang enkhidfiafiiG delufion/ aU be pofli^Sed at 
onee 'wkh iSh^Jame \fild; imagination ; 4f/ (be the 
/tf99le angels, and bear .the y&me vevttatioQ; Aad 
flltig of tejoiekig; anA idlthb retatiog fpWytoil 
matter'To 6xtTfimt\y ;finvign from: their coomioii 
fhoiighl£r and occ>4>alidn, ai the time, place, and 
mkiut^ cir^umftao^ft of the birth of the If^ 

Not to infift further therefore on tiie ntanifeft . 
incmdibiKty of foch a fdpppfition ; if there was any 
deceit in the cafe, it muft needs have been in tho 
Shepherds themfehes. ,They niofl; bave fceeti\fe- 
duced to affift in the grand plot, and on thds oc* 
caiion only ad»d a part they had been before in-* 
^ru€ted to perform.^ Let us fee then, whether this 
flippofitidn is, at bottom, at all more credible than 
the former. 

Ok this OGcafion we might appeal to the unifdnn 
practice of all impoitors, who, with good reafoii^ 
are fo fearful df nothing, as of ioiparting their de^* 
figns to tnore perfons, than are . abfolutely neceffary 
for the profecution of their plots* We might ap* 
peal to the condufik of that arch impofcor, Mahomet ' 
himfe}^ who, though he was pra&ifing upon a peo* 
pie ignorant even to barbarifm, and liable to all the 
extravagances of the moft foolifti credulity, did not 
4arc to feek affiftance in his plot firom more than 
^.  ' one 
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me or; Mod perfons at tiie moifi: ; and odncealed 
his cbnhe6tion even ii^ith itibem, with £> mtieh care 
md circumfpe^cHi, tlmt it has coAr evisn the- 
moft learh€d no littte pains to find them OQt^« 
Every argament likewi&, . that has been already f 
drawn from the peculiar danger of. the cafe in. 
t)\e plot before us^ : to fiiew the inci^tiNlity of 
Zacharka's . B,itemptmg to make any aifpciates M 
all in the plot fuppofed, might here be ap{died» 
with double force, to the fuppoiitiori of bis having 
made known iiis iniquity to the Mepherik \sk qaei^ 
tion, ' ' 

What moi^ incredible, than that ^ he .fliouMI 
almoft pTiwoke fome one to betray him, by laying 
himfeif open to /b many^ merely for the Ake of 
executing a contrivance, by no means n^ccrf&ry for 
tiie fucceis of his grand defign? Or how was it 
poilible for him to cboole to corrupt tho/if above 
others, whofe iimplicity and great ignoioance of 
mankkid, made tfiem, of all orders' of- men, the 
moft ujtfit to promote Ins fch^me^ ; and thte moft 
likely to he fhocked at, and betray his propofitls ? 
It would be difficult to- iavent a fuppofition- niuch 
more, inoooceivable than this: that ZaebaTm^ or 
Jofeph could attempt to corrupt a wm^^^iShep^ 



»• 



• See Prideaux's Life of Mahomet, p* 36 — 45. 8vo. — 2d, 
Edition. 
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i{eti4$^to l)e)|r the mtn^ ^i^^/e di4 tqtbediriqe 

4^i^af^ oijefus; fft tb^ They ih<mld have be* 

cmn^ the zealous .pro^iqters oi fueh m impoiture, 

Taad ^yet after have remAiped (he faithful concealeiis 

of it, iC he hoA. * 

But fiiU new wonders jrife up before us. Though 

mWC have already difcovj?red 7^ W^any perfoos, who 

mui); ceprtainly have been made parta^cers with 

, Zacharioi aQ4 Mary^ iu whatever impofiure tlicy 

were- imw carrying on^ more afiors are ftiU 

•coimQg upon the fUge, to perform new parts in 

the plot. 

" An^d when the days. of her, M^rj^^ purifi- 

, '^ cation, according to t^e law of Mofes, were ao- 

:^^ qompliftfed," that ,iS) about a ixionth after Je* 

.fus's birth, ^^ they brought him to i/erufalem; 

,'' to panei^nt him tp the Lord. As if; is wriw 

. ^' ten in the law of tlie. Lord, ey^ry male that 

^^ openeth the womb, fliall be called holy to 

'^ the Lord. And to pfier a., facrifiqe, i^ccord*- 

.'Mag to that which is faid in the law; of the 

/' Lord; a piair of turtle dove% or .two young 

^' pi(%e<ms. And belipld, there was a man in 

'^ Jerufidem, wkofe name was Simeon; and. the 

*^ lame meax was juft and devopt, waifJAg fOTrtbe 

. ^^ confolation of Ifrael ; and the Holy Ghoft wjCS 

.^' upon him. And it was revealed, unto Jiim by> 

f' the Holy QhQft, ^at he IhouW, Dot fee de^tb, 

^' before 
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"^^ before he' had feen ti)e Lori^sr Gh^.- And he 

"^* catiie bfy the fpirit kito (Ms temple; Aiidlrheft 

^* the parents brought in ^ tiiWA Jefii»> to do 

• 

^* for him after the ctrftbm of the law, tlflsti teofc 
** he him up in his arms, and blcflfed Godj and 
^* Ikittj Lord, now letteft thou thy fervant-d^art 
* in peace, according* to thy word. ' For'nririe 
"eyes have feen thy Tdvtition ; v^ichtfiou haft 
** prettied before the face cif all people {• a fight to 
** li^rten the gentiles, 'and the gWfy 'of thy people 
*' Ifrad. And Jofeph and his mother martefled 
** at thofe tilings which M-ere fpoken of him. ' And 
•^^ SYmeiM Weffed tHem, and faid onto Mary his 
^mother, Behold tWs chilfl is fet for the fall, 
•^ and fifing again, of many in Ifrael; and^bra 
** fign, which ftaH be fpoken againft ; yea a 
^ fi^ord fliaJl pierce through thy own foql alfo, 
*'tliat Ike thongbts of many hearts may be re- 
■•* vealed. 

^ Ani^ tifieiie was one Anna, a prophetefe, the 
" daughter of fbanueS, of the tribe of Arf'el^; (he 
'** was of a great age, and had lived with -an-feuf- 
^ band feven years from her vii^ity ; and flte ivaa 
'^ a widow of about IdarfeoFe and four years ; 
** whidi departed not frofft the temple, bilfrferved 
"^ God with feftings ami prayers night and day. 
*^ And fhe commg in ^at inftant, gave thanks 
** Hkewtfe unto the Lor4, «&d Tpake of kkn to all 

♦' them 
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V theoi* tkOT' looked for redemption in Jerufalem, 
'* And ^wKen they had performed all things accord- 
** ing to the law of tiie Lord, they returned into 
" Galilee/ to their own city, Nazareth." 
5 Stuange 9S this fuppofition will at otrce ap-^ 
pear, it muft be owned j that if the circumftances 
Recorded of the births of John and Jtfus. -wetfe 
imily io many parts of a deep-laid impofture ;''''thb 
vremarkabte particalars jult related mlift h^t^ 
been a fubtil contrivance from one etid to ^ 
-other. 

SiKcoir and Anna, of whom fo honourable 

mention is made for their acknowledged piety and 

^oodne&, muft At the bottom have been two mo^ 

•impibtis deceivers, who had been corrupted by 

'Zaieharias, or fome of his aiTociates, to abett bis 

impofiure in the manner juft related. Their 

'<:4ming into the temple at this particular time, tes 

it'is faid, by the Spirit; Simeotis taking JfeySy iniiJn 

'^Iws ; his mdft remarkable addreis of thankigtying 

'*W God, for the arrival of the M^ffiah ; ^^ his 

l|)roph«tic afiurances to Mary concerning her fon'; 

ttdgether with Anna-s public thanksi and kifptred 

-declarations> pofitively aflertviig the divine cha- 

tta&er of Jefus ; iiuift all have been the refult of 

niere artifice and contrivance : and meafunes litii 

privately concerted between them. Nay, what is 

ftitl more, d.n the claims of Simeon and Anna to 

diving 
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dixiue inipiration, ig/brtf tM^ tiflie, 2»dije%€cliil}y 
^S'mcmis reveklioii,. " that be %)HV^*J|ftt^^ 
," 4^th, before he had feeii the Lord'^vQbrm^^' 
muft all have been mere fprgery apd. prptence, 
from th^ very firft ; and, purpofely >given out, with 
.the view of .tranfacling' this particular fcene of the 
.plot So, that,, though the part, ^vi?hicji we muft 
^now believe, 7%^ had undertaken to execute, did 
.not bring them f into public view before ; Theg 
.muft in reality have been privy to tbfi whole im- 
pofture, arid have agreed to aft the part they did 
to fupport it, fome time before they came upon. the 
ftage. I ; ^ : 1 

But how will itbe poffible to folve^fuch: a ieri^ 
. of difficulties as here thruft themfejve^ into view ? 
Can we fuppofe • -ZacAarir/^ refolutely bent upop 
, purfuing the moft certain means to betray his own 
iniquity, and proeure his deftru6fcion? Could tl^ 
.wickedeft and moft/fujbtil imppftor t^at ever liycd, 
fingle out thofe of the irioft apprpv^d piety and 
gQodoels, to make aifociates in bi^ crimes;? and 
choofe to lay open hia impious devicf^s,- abovei^l 
^Dthers, to the wife and good? pouldhe fupppfe, 
that they, who from yputli to old age had per- 
fevered in the praQ^ice of p^ty and r^i|^B> 
would at laft, on the fudden, became equally in- 
duftrious in the fervice of impiety and vicQ? 
Could he expeft jo conquer the virtue of four- 

fcore 
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fcore years, and cveh without the leaft pro{pe6k of 
^•ew'ard ? Or could the fame perfbns, who had ap- 
proved themfelves fincere worfhippers of the God 
of Ifrael, through the moft dangerous ftages of 
human life, at length proceed to mock him with 
horrid blafphemies, in his veiy temple itfelf ; when 
they could have no inducement for doing it> at the 
extremity of old age? 

If all this be allowed impoffible ; and the nature 
of the thing will not even admit of a doubt ; then is 
it abfolutely incredible, that Zacharia^ or Jofeph 
could have attempted to corrupt Simeon and Annay 
and equally fo that They could have agreed to abett 
fuch an impoftui'e, if either of them had. And fincei 
their condufit was fo very remarkable, though on 
this fingle occafion otily, as to prove beyotid doubt, 
that They muft have been principals in the plot 
fuppofed, if in faft it had any real exiftence ; the in* 
tegrity of ZachariaSj and every perfon concerned, 
appears inconteftibly proved, and all the miraculous 
Circumftances related of tlie births both oi John 
and of JefuSj muft be acknowledged as unqueftion* 
^bly true ** 

But 

* tn addition to what has been here urged, drawn from 
(be peculiar charaSiers and circumftances of Simeon and Anna 
themfelves, it is likewife proper to obferve, that every argu- 
ment which, has been already alleged, in Part I. Se£L 4; 

P drawa 
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But the amazing artifices of Zacharias: and his 
aflbciates to conceal their impoftare, if in truth 

tliey 

^awn frora tbc nalvre of the fiipnofed contrivance alone, to 
jprove the utter increclibility of Zacharias's communicaMng fucH 
a plot to an^ one at all ; muft licre.be allowed their full weight 
and influence in regard to Simeon and Jnna^ and clearly prove 
it to have been impoHible for him to have made confederates 
of them. 

: But befidesy the very fuppofijion, that they had applied to 
Sitneon and Anna^ and engaged them to ailid in their fcheuK;, 
is in fa<5l immediately and efl'entially d eft ru dive of their joint 
plot itfelf. Fur, if fo, it muft cither have been Zacharias and 
Elizabeth on one fide, or Jofeph and Mary on the other, who 
looked upon Simeon and Anna as fit perfons for tlicir pur- 
pofc, and, ia confequence of this opinion, applied to them to 
allift the caiife. But had Ztidiarias had any knowledge of 
Simeon Rnd Anna, and looked up6» thcni in this light; cer- 
tainly he would at firft have applied to 77/ew a/OHe,. to affift 
him in feme fueh manner in favour of John, as they a£ted 
with- regard to Jefas ; and wit|i their afliftancc he could have 
carried on his. own pUn coricerning John only ; nor (hould we 
have found him conuct'ied, in auyof his tranfadlions, with Jo- 
feph and Mary ; or his contrivance for Johi^ burthened with 
one *of fo much more hazardous '^ nature, as tliat relating to 
Jefus, While, on the other hand, had Jofeph ai)d Marjf beea 
ihepcrfuns who knew the roal chara^lers of Simeon and 
Anna, and engaged thcni to ad the part they did, relating to 
Jrjus ; they could have, had no ireafon whatever for laying 
open their dehgns to Zacharias and Elizabeth; who, being 
old and childlefs, were evidently incapable of cari*3*ing on the 

Other part of their impofiu! o. ^o that, take vdiirh Irde we 
. » •• • » 

plcafe, 



tbey had any to conceal ; tr, to fpeak more pror-i 
perly, the indifputable evidences of their innocence 
and integrity, are not yet at an end. There ftill 
remains to be confidered another^ and a moH re-^ 
jajarkable tranfafilion, which will afford, pei'haps^ as 
decifive evidence, to determine the^poirtt in debate^ 
as any that has l>een hitherto taken notice of. It la 
related by Matthew * as follows : 

" Now when Jefus. was born in Bethlehem 
** of Judea, iii the days of Herod the king^ 
** behold there came' *Wife Men from the Eaft to 
" Jerufalem, faying, Where is he that is born 
*• king of the Jews ? For we have feen his ftar 
^* in the Eaft, and are come to worlhip him. 
" When Herod the: king heard thefe things^ he 
*' was troubled, and all Jerufalem with him. 
•* And when he had gathered all the Chief priefts, 
•^ and fcribes of the people together, he de- 
" manded of them, where Chrift Ihould be born ? 
** And they faid unto him, in Bethlehem of Judea 5 
** for thus it is written by the prophets And 
" thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not 
" the leaft among the princea of Juda ; for out 
" of thee Ihall come a governor tiiat Ihair rule 

pleafcj the fuppofition of either party*s peffuading Sinieon and 
Anna to engage in their plot, is, at the bottom, abfolutely de*- 
ftru6live of the fuppofition of theiv joint ixnpofture itfclf. 
.  Matt. ii. 1—16. 

Pa :'my 
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^ my people Ifracl. Then Herod, Mrhcn he hiad. 
" privily catted the Wtfe Men-, enquired of them 
^* diligently, wh«it time the ftar appeared. Andf 
** he lent tliem to Bethlehem, and iaid. Go, and 
*' fearch diligently for the yoimg ch3d, and whei* 
" ye have found hiin, bring me word tgaii^^ that i 
*^ may come and worlhip him alfo; When they 
*^ had heard the king, they departed j and lo, 
^* the ftar, wHich they few m tlie Eaft, wen* before 
f* tiicm, till it eame and fto€>d over where the 
^* young child was. Whe» they few the ftai-; they 
*^ rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when 
they were come into the houfe, they faw the 
young ehild, with IVfary his^ mother, aiid fell 
*^ down and worlbipped hkn : and when they had 
" opened their treafeires, they prefented him with 
gifts, gold, and fpankincenfe, and myrrh. And 
being warned of God in a dream, that the;^ 
*^ lliould not return to Herod, they departed into 
^* their own country another way. And whetl 
^^ they were departed!, behold^ the angel of the 
*' Lord appeareth unto Jofeph ia a dream^ lay- 
** ing; Arife, and take the young child, and his^ 
" mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thoii 
" there until I bring thee word ; for Herod will 
*" feek the young child to deftroy him. Wheni 
'" he rofe, he took the young child, and his mo- 
" ther, by night, and departed into Egypt ; and 
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*^ was there until the death of Herod ; that it 
^^ riiigbt be fulfilled, which was ipoken of the 
^^ Lord, by the {»*o|^et, iajrin^ Out of Egypt 
" hftVe I called iriy foh. Then Hei^, when he 
*' &# that he was mocked of the Wife Men, 
' ^ wits exceeding wrtoth ; and teA forth, and flew 
^^ all the chrldras that were in Bethlehem, and 
^\ in all the eoalls Iheneof, ixom two years old 
^^ aod mider ; according to the tinfie which he had 
^^ diligently enquired of the Wife Men." 
. TikE evkogdilt makes no mention of the pre- 
£ife fiine when this remarkable event came to pais, 
i»or is it material to the fubjeift in hand. But, as 
far as may be colleQ;ed from ibme circumfiances, it 
feems at leaft very probable, that it happened about 
a twelmmMtk * c^ter Je/us's birth. Various have 
b^eii the opinions propofed concerning the par* 
ticular cbai^after aiid country of thefe unexpeiSbed 
perfons, whop, we are only tojd, were fVi/e Men 
/mntke Eq/i f • Bnt, to pa& over this difquifition, 

^ See the notes dn the 11th fe6t of MacknightV Paraphrafe 
411 his Harhiony of ti)e Gofpelsi*— Hamii)ond'« Obfervation on 
i^ukc ii; 24.— See Ligktfoor, Vol. I; 205. 

i See ti|e eonfftient&tot^ oil the place, lincl note 1 on 
Ao 11th fca. of Macknight'^ Harmony* Ljghtfoot, Vol. I« 
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it will be fufficient to our purpofe to obferve, that if 
the otlier miraculous circumftances related of the 
births of Zacharias's and Mary's fons, were only 
t^e feveral parts of a plot, for deceiving the Jews 
with a falfe prophet, and a counterfeit Meffiah ; 
then muft thefe Wife Men from the Eaji have 
been mere impoftors, and nothing better than ac- 
complices with Zacharias ; fent by him to Jerufakm^ 
purpofely to a^ that particiilar charaEti^r, they there 
appeared in. 

This extraordinary device too muft have been 
put in execution, in order by their aftonilhing 
enquiry, even of Herod himfelf, after a young 
King o( the Jeivs, lately born in his own domi-» 
iiions; as well as by the religious worfliip they, 
were to pft.y;the child when, they found him ; to • 
fix the thoughts and expe3:ations of the whole ^ 
people upon Jefiis ; that when he (hould after^^ 
lyards l)e old enough to begin afting his own part, 
tliey might the more readily receiye him for the 
promifed Mejfiah. The ftory of their being ap- 
prized of the young king'? births by the appear- 
s^nce of £^ ftar in the Eaft, and its appearing again 
to them, and direOing them to the houfe where 
Jefus lay ; muft all baye been forged, merely to 
iupport their charaSers, and carry on the de^ 
Jufion. Their being likewife warned of God, in a 

dream* 
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dream, to depart from Bethlehem withoatre^;^ii* 
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ing to Herod ; and Jofepli^ carrying Mary aM- 
the child into Egypt, Immediately after, in con- 
fecjuence of a fmiilar divine command ; muft have 
been forgeries given out to throw aa air of myftery 
over their fudden departure ; while, in faO:, every 
one of. thefe fteps piuft have been concerted- 
between them All, long beffore thefe pretended 
Wife Men from the Eajl made their appearance at 
Jerufalem, 

At len^h then we are arrived at the finiftiin^ 
.ftroke of this marvellous combination; which, at 
iirft fight, might force one to acknowledge it; for 
ingenuity of defign, not unworthy of the completeft 
mafters in deceit. But a clofer infpeftion will prer 
fently convince us, that the fuppofition of this inge- 
nious expedient is on many accounts incredible, 
and /Z^c/i as cannot be received. 

In particular, the nature of the thing itfelf w ill 
fully prove, that if Zackarias, and -thofc con- 
nected with him, were actually engaged in the 
grand plot we have all along fuppofed, ftill it 
will remain incredible, that they qould attempt 
. the expedient before us. But, above all, the whole 
Jewilh SanhedrhUy and even Herod himfeij] will 
bear ample witneCs, that the Wife Men in queftion 
were, beyond all doubt, the real perlbns tliey pre- 
tended to b^. 

P4 That 
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That fooie fuch perfons as the evangplift has 
defcribed, appeared publicly at Jei^falerUf en^ 
quiring for the young King of the Jews; tjiat Herod, 
in confequence o£ an applicQ.tion to him on thi$ 
account, fummoned a great council of all the 
chief priefts and fcribes, to determine upon the 
J>lace where Chri/i fhould be born ; that, in con- 
fequence of their determination, he fent th* 
ftrangers to Bethlehem ; commanding them, when 
they bad found the young kingy to acquaint him 
alfo, where he was ; that they there found Mary, 
and her fon Jefus^ and paid homage to him, 
acknowledging him to be the young king they 
had fought after ; and that^ becaufe they departed 
without returning to Herody as he defired, he imme-^ 
diately put to death all the children about Jefm\ 
age, which were to be found in Bethlehem^ 
and the region round about; all thefe faCls, re- 
lated clearly, pofitively afferted, and never in any 
part contradicted, are not now to be called in 
queftion. 

Had they not been true, the evangelift c6uld 
not have dared to affert them; and even if he 
could have been guilty of fo much folly, their 
falfehopd ivould have been foon dete6ted, and 
publicly laid open, and the credit of his gofpel 
h^ve been efFeftually deftroyerd. The fafts are 
of fo ^ftonilhing^ and fo public a nature, that 

this 
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this miift inevitably have been the cafe. Not .to 
fay, that the very fuppofiticKi of any deceit at the 
bottom, neceflarily implies the exiftence of the 
fafts themfelves ; and, that the waflacre of the 
infants, which is the moft important of them all, 
to confirm the truth of the reft, is elfewhere 
recorded '^^ ^ 

The 

» 

• Scfe Lardner's Cred. of the GoQ)el Hiftory, b, ii. ch. %^ 
throughout. See likcwife even the cxprefs teftimony of a Jew 
to the truth of this fajft, quoted by Dr, G. Sharpe, in his " Ar* 
gument for the Defence of Chriftianity, taken from the Con^ 
ceflions of its moft antiept Adverfaries/* p» 40, But the trutli 
of thefe extraordinary fadls is fet in fo clear a light, by a FrencK 
writer, that, upon this occafion, I hope to be forgiven the li- 
berty of tranflating what he has faid about them. 

." Had the evangelift only told us, that t!»e Wife Men faw a 
ftar in the Eaft, which they believed to be the ftar of the Eiai^ 
of the Jews, this would have appeared very fufpicious. If he 
had faid no more, than that the Wife Men came to Jernfalem, 
neither would this have been fatisfaflory. But he aflerts, 
not only that they came there, but that they appeared 
there in public ; and that the whole city of Jcmfakm were 
greatly moved and aftoniflied on thdr account. Is it verjc 
likely any one fliould take it into his head to attempt per- 
suading fo great a city as Jerufalem, that they had boeq 
thrown into a general confternation, by the appearance of 
certain ^Vife Men, who came purpofely to worfhip the king of 
the Jews \ When a man has determined to publiili any 
falfehood, which it is of ^he utmoft importance to him to pro-. 
j?ure the belief of, will he finglc out fuch circujnftanccs to re- 
late, 
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The fa&s then being indifputably eftablifhed, it 
is certain, from the nature of that enquiry, whick 

thefe 



late, as llwe people well know, arc all utterly falfe ? Matthew, 
wlio wrote this account, was himfelf a Jew. And For whom did 
he immediately defign it } For many thoufand Jews, converts 
to Chriftianity, who dwelt at Jerufalem, and who were as well 
acquainted with what had happened there^ both in their own 
days, and thofe of their fathers, as the people of Paris are with 
tvhat came to pafs there under the adminiftratjon of Cardinal 
Richlieu; or thofe of London, with what was tranfadted there 
in the time of Oliver Cromwell ; or the people of Stockholm, 
with what happened in that city in the reign of Guftavus- 
And let us onlyconfider, whether it would be poffible for any 
©ne to publifh fuch falfehoods in thefe populous cities, with fuch 
remarkable fuccefs as attended the relations we are now confi- » 
dering, fo as by their means to engage many thoufands to be- 
come parties in his caufe." 

** But granting, that the evangelift might have aflu ranee 
enough to defcribe the Wife Men, and the aftonifliment they oc- 
cafioned in all the inhabitants of Jerufalem, even in direft oppo^ 
fttion to the well-known hiftory of the times; it mufl at Icaft 
be allowed, that i\i^ fuhfequent events, affcrted to have happened 
in confequence of this, were of fuch a nature, that not even the 
moil impudent and abandoned writer could have dared to mak^ 
mention of them, had they not come to pafs." 

" In reality, this tranfa£tion contains two or three facts fo 
clofely conneded in their own nature, that if we allow the 
truth of one, it will be impoffiblc to deny the reft. If w^ 
agree, that the arrival of jfomc Wife Men induced Herod to 
fummon the great council of the Jews, in order to be aflbred 
Hrhere th« Meffiah £hould be bwnj we cannot poflibly doubt 

whether 




Sc6k, 3. JOHN BAPTIST AND JESUS CHRIST. 219 

thefe apparent fVi/e Men from the Eaft came to . 
Jerufakm to n^ake, {hat they could not be iin-^ 
ppftors, / ' 

For, 

whether any fdch pcrfons did aflualjy appear. And if we al- 
low, that Herod really fent his people to Bethlehem, to put to 
death all thp children there of two years old and under, there 
ican be no difpute about the anfwer given by the Sanhedrim to 
tl^is enquiry. If, therefore, the truth of the chief fa^ may be 
relied on, thpre can be no need pf any farther prpof of the two 
Ifttjier." 

** ^ow I will venture to affirm, that if tliis chief event had 
not really come to pafs, the eyangelift could never have related 
it. Fp?* what wa> better known thtoi the reign of Herod the 
Cfreat ? Even his moil infignificant adlions were all gotabroad. 
How thpn pould any one dare to charge hiimyfalfely^ with fo 
ailpniihing apd uuhcar4-of a malTacre as this ? Bethltkan itfclf 
was ftill flpurifliing when theevangelift wrptehis account of this 
tranfadion. So that, if his relation vyas not true, every iuha- 
"bitant of that city could bear witnefs to its falfehoo<J. Its 
diftance from Jerufalem too was fp fmall, that the Chrillians 
there could not poflibly be ignorant of tbe reception this account 
met with at Bethkhem iffdfj; efpecially as there was a very con^ 
iiderable intercourfe carried on between the two cities. Nor 
>yas the time, which had elap fed between the birth of Jefus 
phrift and the writing of this Gofpel, by any means fufficient to*^ 
afford room for the reception of fo extravagant a falfehood. J 
would only alk, whether we ourfclves could be pcrfuaded into- 
the belief, that any particular monarch now reigning in Europe ; 
or, if you pleafcj one who reigned thirty or forty yeajrs iince ; had 
paufed two or three thoufand children to be put to death in the 
cradle, for ^he fake of deftroyingone in particular, ^hofe future 

fortune 
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For, firft, Ihould we fuppofe Jcfe^pk and 2a^ 
charias a9:ually engaged in the grand impofture, 
nothing can be more incredible, than that , they 
ihould, at this time efpecially, be fo induftrious in 
contriving the moft ready ways to betray it ; by ftill 
• making /o many more perfons acquainted with their 
whole defign. And how could thefe veteran de- 
ceivers think of promoting their fucce&^ by fending 
any of theiv aceomplicea upon h dangeroosy nay fo 
mad an enterprbe, as that of going purpofe!ytar 
atquaint H^rod himfelf, with the aSkual birth of a 
young King of the Jews ? Above all, where could 
jthey expcQ: to find adventurers, daring wcA fooliii 
enough to angage in fo defperate an'uiidertaking? 

fortune he was afraid of? There is little likelihood iiifleeil of our 
Itftcning to fqch an iiupofition as this ; or indeed that any one 
ihould publifli fuch a falfehood ; or even, that fo ftrange 9, 
thought faonlcl even enter into any man's head. But that^ny 
one fhould be able to pcrfuade ibe people of ihejame kingdohi,^ 
and c-ven the inhabitants of the very place where the fcene i$ 
laid, into the belief of fych a faift, if it had never happened^ is 
above all incredible.* — Soe Trajt^s ce la Verity de la Religion 
ChrSticnnc, par I. Abbadir ; Par, ii. fe6k, 3. ch, ?.— The rea- 
fouing in this pafiage is perfedly juft; but the number of 
children hero mentioned, as fuppofed to have been put to 
dt-athy is nunied at random, without any foundation. It is not 
reafonable to fuppofe, that tlje whole number of male children 
only under t%vo years of age, in Bethlehem and its neighbour** 
bood, could be large. 



^ 
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The leaft they could exped from the execution 
of fuch an embafly waa, that, if . Herod fhould re- 
frain from putting them immediately to death, il 
would only be in order to place fuch fpies upon all 
their mctfions, as they could not efcape from ; that 
fo, when he had by thefe means detefiied their infant 
king, he might cut tberat all off together, and that 
bring all their crafty devices to a very fpeedy con^ 
clufion. > 

NoE is it leis evident from the cortduft of Hero^^ 
and the Jewijh C02/«ci/, that the Wife Mm in queftion 
really *wtr€ not impoftors^ than it is from the very 
nature of that enquiry they came to Jerufalem to 
make, that they could not be fo. 

Can it be imagined, that a prince of Herod's 
penetration, policy, and paffionate difpofition, 
would fuffer three or four perfons> in tliie charafber 
of IFi/e Men from the Eq/i, to throw himfel^ 
and all Jerufalem with him, into fufpence and 
aftoniihment, by daringly publiftiing even the 
a€bual birth of a new King of the Jews ; and 
declaring they were come, by the guidance of 
heaven itfelf, to worihip him ; without immediate- 
ly caufing tlie very ftrifteft enquiry to be made 
into tlieir true country and charafter? Ca« we 
iuppofe Herod^ above all men, would ftifFer his 
very throne to be Ihaken under him* ; * without 
fatisfying himfelf in tlie completeft manner, that 

thefe 
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thefe unlooked-for and daring harbingers of thcf 
new King, were not a fet of impoftors ? Could fo 
politic a prince, on any account whatever, himfelf 
add dignity to their chara6bers, and authority to 
their declarations ; by treating them with fo much- 
outward refpefil, as even to fummon tLe great 
Council of the priefts *, to give a folemn anfwer 
to their enquiry ; unlefs he had been thoroughly 
convinced, that they were in truth the very perfous 
they pretended to be? 

Before he eould refolve to follow fo dan- 
gerous a courfe as this, which muft unavoidably 
make the people in general fo much more prone 
to tumults and revolts, he would certainly have 
taken every ftep neceffary to detect fo bold an im- 
pofition ; and would have condemned the impof- 
tors, had they proved fuch, to the moft cruel 
and ignominious deaths. Nor can it be believed, 
that all the moft eminent member^ of the Jewifh 
priefthood ihould be fummon ed, even by Herod 
himfelf, to give their opinion upon the place of 

* " The chief priefts were either thofe who had enjoyed the 
dignity of the high priefthood, which was now become elective 
and temporary, or the chiefs of the facerdotal clafles, the heads 
4>f the courfes of priefts appointed by David. The fcribes 
were the interpreters of the. law, and the public teachers of the 
nation/'— *Macknight, fed;. 11.— See Ligfatfoot, VoL I. 438, 

Chrifi's 
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*  * 

Chri/i's birth, on fo unlooked-for, and furprizing an 
occafion, without enquiring very curioufly into the 
true charaflters of thofe firangers, whofe amazing 
declaratiQns had been the 07%ly caufe of Herod's 
calling them tocretber. - 

Besides, from the * cruel maflacre of the in- 
fants, whjcli Herod immediately proceeded to, 
upon the departure of the IFi/e Me7i from Beth- 
lehorij without returning to ' him, it is . evident, 
that liis defign in treating their enquiry with fo 
much refpe6l, was, merely to get the young King 
into hi* power, that he might then cut off him, and 
whoever appeared connefted with him, at once. 
And this being unquefiionably his real intention, 
had he not been moft , thoroughly convinced, that 
the Wife Men in queftion were not impoftors ; had 
there been but the leaft room for any fufpicion 
about it, his firft care ^vould have been to befet 
them with trufty perfons.when be fent them to 
Bethkheniy who certainly w:ouId have fecured Them 
and their infant King, as .foon as tliey pretended 
to have found him, and have brought them all 
back together to Herod, to be put to death at his 
pleafure. So that had not the IFife Men, whoever 
they really were, brought with them fuch clear 
credentials of the truth of their ailumed cbara^ers 
and country, as freed them at once from the leaft 
fufpicion of deceit, we may be fure they could 

s noj: 
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not have efcaped, either undete6led, or unpu-^ 
nifhed. 

But farther, Had not fuch an attempt itfelf been 
far too dangerous for them to try, and had it been 
poffible for them t6 have efcaped ; ftlll it appears, 
that no impoftors <K>uld have been fent on this occa-* 
£on, with ioftruCHons to condu6k tbemfelves in that 
manner in which the W\ft Men before us are found 
to have done. 

It was now foifle tim% iince the birth of theit' 
intended counterfeit king. It had fallen out like* 
wife, in confequence of aii ediCt of the Roman 
Emperor, that he had been born in a city, where 
Jofeph and Mart/ had hot, otherwife, any inten- 
tion that he Ihould*. Whence it plainly ap- 
pears^ 

* That Jofeph and Mary Iiad not originally formed any de- 
fign of their (nvn^ that Jcfus (hotild bd bom at Bethlehem^ ii 
evident, not only from the unexpe&ed oCcalioR of their going 
thither, Augudus's decree for the taxing, but Iikewife from 
the olher circumftances of his birth thfre. For it appears, 
that they did 'not come to Bethlehem til] fo latCy that no room, 
was to be had in the houfe, and Mary was a^ually delivered 
of Jefus in ^Jlahle. Whereas had Joleph and Mary been en-» 
gaged in the plot fuppofed, and formed a defign of having 
Jefus born at Bethlehem^ in order fo corrcffpond with any re- 
ceived opinion of the birth-place of the Mefiah ; they would 
unqueftionably have taken care to have been at Bethlehem^ 
efpecially upon the publication of fuch a decree, timeenm/gh to 
have fccured feme more convenient, and ^fl/er place for Mary's 

delivery 
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pee^TSy that They knew nothing of an opinion, ge- 
nerally knowii and agreed in, that Bethlehem was 
certainly to be the birth-place oi the Meffiah. At 
the fame time, Herod's aifembling the great Council 
of the priefts, upon this occafion, to give him theif 
opinion, where the Meffiah fhould be born, aiFords 
us another proof likewife, 'that this was a point 
by no means univerfally known and determined, 
nt the time when the fVi/e Men in queftion ap- 
peared. 

, Now this point not being known to Jofeph and 
his affociates ; nor fo far determined, as to enable 
them to judge before-hand, with any tolerable de- 
gree of affurance, for what particular place Herod^^ 
anfwer would declare ; it is clearly irapoffible that 
they could fend counterfeits to Jerufalem, at this 
time, to enquire of Herod where the Meffiah fhould 
be bom? 

For as to Herod^ if he fliould choofe to dif- 
femble fo far, as to return any anfwer to their en- 
delivery, than the Jlahk of an inn. They knew before-hand 
how extremely full the town would neceflarily be upon this 
particular occafion ; and as Zacharias had already performed 
bis pvbUc part in the plot, and the farther profecution of their 
defign fo abfolutely depended upon Mary's fajt delivery, they 
;«ould unqueilionably have taken this requifite and obvious 
jprecautioni at leafl, in order to have fecured it. 
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quiry, nothing left yms to be expend, than ^t. 
lie would afTeoible the great Council of the pridbi 
to determine the matter. And what muft hav^ 
been the confequence, if Their anfwer had fixed 
i^n an^ other place, than that particular eity^ 
where^ withoot the Icaft view to the plot fup* 
pofed, Je^ had been brought into ttie world? 
It is obvioufi, and muft have been fb to thenii 
that the defigrmination of this learned Bo^ oi the 
priefts, whofe opinions in all matters of religp^Mi 
were of the greateit weight and authority, would 
have been fubmitted to, as decifive, by the whole 
people ; and all this artful longrkid deitgn of fet*> 
ting up the fon of Mary for the M^ah^ and th^ 
counterpart of the plot ' with regard to John^ muft 
at once have been effed;ually quaihed^ and entii^ly 
put an end to. 

Had it therefore been poffible for any com^ 
pany of deceivers, engaged m a confederacy with 
Zacttarias and Jofephj to have come to Jeruialeo^ 
at this time J under the affumed chara6lers of Wife 
Men from the Eaft ; which, however, we have 
feen it was not; certain it is their errand could 
oot oow teve been, to enquire of Hprod himfc^ 
"wher^ the Mejfiah Jhould be born f But, to f^nread 
it among the people ih general, where he a^atly 
'was horn. ' And the fame ftar, which they pre- 
tended had guided them from tlie Eafi to Jeru- 
• •• 

falem, 
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qnade to coadict them fbqiH i(fter'to BethlklHmt 
Ukewife; ami by thid means Iiuve faved tbenl frotiil 
tiiat dangerous application to' Hdrod^ as vi/4M a^ 
£FQin the haasard a!f receiving any ibch det^ixrina*^ 
tion of the priefid, with regard to ^ hirthrpldc§ 
of tl>e MdKah, as muft neceflfarlly hstte ov^r* 
lj»x>wi> their long-laid d€£g|n of fettitig op Jtfui \x^ 
h&^ad. 

hisib thtis' we have gorie tfii^oagli the pro|)6ftd- 
examination, as well into the internal netture of tlvif 
grand impofture in debate, as of feveral particulars 
that occur in the courfe of the whole tranfaStion ; 
and which, if there was any deceit at all in the cafe, 
muft have been fo many fteps deliberately taken 
by thofe who contrived and carried it on. And 
while, on the one hand, the de/ign it/elf has ap- 
peared, on every confideration, moft extrava- 
gantly abfurdy and impoffible to have been con- 
ceived or undertaken; on the other, the conduiB 
of every perfon concerned has proved ilfelf, in 
feveral particulars, of the laft importance to^ their 
fuccefs, direfilly oppqfite to what they muft , cer- 
tainly have purfued, had they really been engaged 
in ' the proiecution of the fuppofed iniquitous de- 
ceit - 

Here therefore we may be allowed to repeat, 
upon the-ftrength of this argument <m/y, what has 

Q a already 
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already been as fully proved, in the firft part, by 
another J that the plot, which we have all along 
been fuppofing, could not poffibly have any real 
existence. But on the contrary, that the revela- 
tionis, and other miracles recorded, as having ac- 
companied the births of Zacharias's and Mary's 
ions, prove themfelves to have really come to pais ; 
and confequently, that the /acred and prophetic 
charafters to which John and Jefiis laid claim, muft 
unqueftionably have been their true ekaroQers, and 
in all refpeds divine. 
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JTie aejtgn of this part ; to confider the C07iduB of 
John tfwrf.Jefus; with a view to their conneBioii 
. with each other. 

After having, proved, in the firft place, from 
liie * eircumftances and fituation of all thofe, who 
Mjufi have been the only feohtrivers of the impofture 
in debate, that They could not poflibly have en- 
gaged in fuch a plot ; in the next, that the fuppofed 
plot itfelf is, in its own' nature, fo manifeftly abjurdy 
Aat it could niever be '- entered into by any perfon 
whatever; and farther, Uti^x: fever al of the mbft im- 
portant' fteps in the courfe of thefe tranfadions, 

Q 3 are 



we Juch as could no/ have been taken, even if 
the plot itfelf could really have exiited ; certainly 
nothing more can be necefiary to efiabliih the mi- 
ra(nil(ms concepfim^ 9^^i Mr^i aqil confequently, 
the divine characters of John the Bapti/i and Jejus 
Chriji. 

But we,hf»fe pQt yet pradtieedydl (be evidence 
in fupport of thefe points which the nature of the 
cafe will admit of, and the fa€ts recorded in the 
Gofpcls afford. And fince, in a matter of fuch 
importance to tbe everlaftin^ imerefts of mankind, 
as the truth and certainty of a particular divine re- 
velation, no argumepf;, which (he cafe can fumifh 
to illuftrate the truth, fhould be fuffered to lie neg- 
le6ted ; let us now*go on to the examination of fome 

v&.et thpfe qik^dy con^dered, ^d wt)ich v^iU pif^ve 
a very confiderable illuflration of the {^|^^ ^li^^^y 
eftabliihed. 

Since /oAffjinclJi^ §( l6ii|D} ftfpntVll 1^ 

prophetically aflprt^^, irt t|if ,$i|iMI of $N« ¥?*«■ 
they were a%nYard?i Ito f^^^a^. «f* W«f W*^ 
^Qd reafon lej^pe^, tb^t^^V.^ <!C!»4^QB H» J^ 
Iqch particulftrs as any f i^^f^. «^^^ «|cfr»r*r»^ 
chara^er ai^d repptfttipa} , or . c^Jd, hiiw. fify Bft 
flueiice pa the ^nal £iof^ of t^iqi; j^mt. ;4^glW 
will afi^ird us {ov^xffcji firong f;ip#iQf^i9pti|l fv^ 

; ■> denco 
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deiioe of tb^ trutti or falfehood of their pr^tem^ 
Ions. , 

Wjhen aoy one has determioed to atteo^pt de«* . 
wWix^ 9)aaldn4j by cooaterfeltiqg foma publiq 
ch^«9;er of a very extraordinary nature ; it is in« 
credible that he fliould begin to enter upon ac«. 
that without £rft fetding^ at leaft all the prm- 
eipul parts of that conduct^ ivhich he judges moft 
. likely to fecure him from detection. Wbeo wor« 
than one liave agreed to prolecute jomtl;^ any fuch 
iniquitous defign, it n 0(|uaUy obvipu^ that tliey 
caonot be fuppoied to appear on the public ftagc^ 
ivathout having firft jointly fettled the whole fcben^e 
of tbeir condu^ wd allotted to each his particular 

PnUj* 

Tut mcMt important and difficult the oharac. 
ten, ^hioh they int^id to affume ; and the better 
Ihfi people^ :«dhom they defign to impofe on, ajre 
quatiiied .fot dctibfting them ; the greajter care they 
wiUiOMtfifiarily Uke in adjvfting their diftiu^i part^* 
and contriving ill ^ particulars of imports^ca 
iti their puMc behaviour. More efpecially, as 
m^ing 81 h tpt to oaufe an immediate fufpicioo 
of Ame noneertied doctit, a^ An af^^rent connexion 
vfetmi^li . fuch as lay daim to the chara^ers of 
W^^l&^ fea^flen^ers from God; itcimnot be ima- 
giiled that fuch deqetvors would determine to fay,. 
or 4o^ any thing, whitih naturally tended to bring 

tlie 



ass THE DIVINE MI8SI0KS OP Part IIL 

the credit of Either into queftion. On tbe con- 
trary, it muft readily be allowed, that they would 
exert tlie utmoft care, to avoid doing any tiling, 
but what might help to promote the reputation 
and fuccefs of Each Other, in their joint under- 
taking. 

Since therefore John and Je/us were fo pro- 
fefiedly conneCbed together, that they reciprocally^ 
bore the moil pofitive teilimoixy to the divine cha-^ 
ra6ier of each other ; thefe confiderations pckot out 
another method, in addition to thofe already made 
ufe of, for eftabliftiing the truth, or detecting the 
falfehood, of their claims. For. from hence it.isr 
plain, that if we will fuppofe them to have beenr 
impoftors, wc muft allow their whole public con- 
duct to have been concerted between them, before 
they proceeded to the a3;ual execution of their 
plot So that if it ihould appear, that in feveral 
particulars of their public management^ thejr took 
fuch fteps as they muft naturally : think would. prev 
vent their mutual fuccels:; and that, in . fome •in«'' 
Itances of their joint and relative behaviour,- Eack 
purfued a very likely and obvious method to deftroy 
the Other's, and even his own reputation ; this like*, 
wife muft be allowed a very ftrong collateral proof^ 
that they could not be deceivers. With chara3er& 
fo extremely difficult to fupport, as thofe laid clain): 
to by John oxid Jc/us; and before a people fo welfc 

qualified 
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qualified, and fo willing, as the Jews were to de- 
ted: them, had they been pretenders ; we may pe- 
remptorily pronounce, that no impoftors whatever 
could have adopted fuch a icondi^Ei as this. 

The evangelifts indeed have recorded but few 

* 

inftapces of any public intercouri^ between the 
Bapti/i and Jefus ; and as few public declarations 
Qi Either^ immediately relating to the Other. Pet-^ 
haps becaufe there were in reality few more of im- 

 • ' ' 

portance to mention; perhaps becaufe they were, 
fully fatisfied with mentioning tbofe they have ; in 
addition to that abundant proof of Johtis divine 
character, contained in the miraailous circum- 
stances of his birth. But few as the particulars of 
this kind, handed down to us, are, thefe, when it 
is coniidered, that on the fuppofition of an impof* 
ture, they muft have been preconcerted between 
them ; will add no littl§ Areogtb to our former con- 
clufion, and place the certajnty of the divine origi- 
nal of John ^nd Je/us evm in a ftill ftronger light 
tiywbefpr^. 



SEC- 
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SECTION 1 • 
John ti^rmghf n» ^dclee. 

X ttE cohduft and chara^ers (A John tht Baptip, 
aha Jefus Chrj/ty were jn no particular more re- 
markably diftinSl than tliis; that whereas Jejii^ fpent 
gfeit part of his time in performing the mbft afto- 
iilibitig mirdCleSy without number ; the ^aptj^y we 
^re 6xprefsly informed *, never attempted to work 
any uiiracle *t all. 

Now fuppofing theoi to have been joint im- 
poftors, John mn^ have been as able to perform 
ali Jefijs's miracles as Jejus himfelf was. For, on 
this fuppofition, how aftonifliing foever thele worlds 
may appear to us, and plainly bey otid the reach 
of all power no lefs than the divine; to b§ coii- 
iiftent, we are obliged to confefs, that at the 
bottom they could not be any thing more than 
mere tricks and delufions. It is clearly inipoffible 
likewilfe, for two deceivers to have agreed to* 
gather upon fo hazardous a defign^ without lay- 
ing open to each other all the wiles and artifices 

* John'i^ Gofp. X. 14. 

each 



ea^h waA imMt of^ and by the h^ of yis^h ml^ 
they could hope to carry it on. ^ 

If ftieo tiiey wfre decei?erk> ii Hi^ be al- 
loMrpdy tlmt Jiift^ Imevir how tb wori as mftdy in^ 
OS great apfy^urei^t lairilclas as Je^ fatmfelf did* 
And cptifiqv9»% lii^^ mad belkvi, that im mver 
att^mpiiiig to |i^foM «»y> i»m iQ truth &mng. 
ID |»ri^at& agr^eaoidrit^ pri^idbafly made bofeweea 
dieiii, from 4 p^ftiai^m^ thiU; this artifice woukl 
coadiice Moft to tho ^clseft of 4ihm joint (fo^ 

la it th»i credible Jok$ and Jefm cmld ima*^ 
ghfiG^ that the fuecefe of .ftieir plot %oild havd 
boan at idl obftruAed^ flioald Jo^kn hare pt^r^ 
i^^irmed any of thcis aftooiQiiDg works? At fir^ 
il^ty it feofos eTidout, that deceivert) wb wero 
dttenninod to atteoijfit lb difficult and ,unpro^ 
qoififi^ at) si|ipo&nre^ wpuld gladly h^v^ ihide ufo 
4)f M^rj^ expel^ient that could gain the goiH opi^ 
wfm bf liiQ^ they wanted tov deceive. Atpi finco 
tte P9(nili4r part J^n iindertwk^ wa$ to irepdJro 
the people for the reception of JefuSy by tfllUridJj 
^^^ of hi& tiivtoo aut^ity, and iMrepoffefi^i| them, 
9iSk WUQh a^ ppffiiidejt in ki^ favour ; wbi znoro 
t^tur^, tk«9 fi^r J^lm hiipf^f to \m^ ixerted 
{§lfj» frf th«fe feiitr^of diaWy powers j tte iOre ef- 
fe£):ually to gain credit to his own ppphetic 
chara3li3^; alid ionfequehfiy to all his declrations 
" ^ con- 
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epncemig hk Affbciate,/v^ho,waM (o ^n.to ap- 
pear? 

If they hottght it ncceflary ;for procuring /e- 
fiis^s facceis o fend a ineflrenger before him, to 
proclaim his i)eedy arrival, and prepare the Jews 
to receive him ^rhen he ihould come; they^muft. 
unqiH^ftionably ha/0 h^m d(S&ous to.furnifli this 
pretended diifme htruld with the beft credentials 
in their power, that his. 6011:^% might be attendedb 
with the wilhed-for effeft. Nor could they think, 
that any other expedient would be fo eminentlyi 
ferviceahe for this ena^ as the. perforinance -.of 
ibme fuii feemingly Tx^iroa/fottif works as; we bftvo; 
juft not ieen, John mufi; have been able to per^' 
form. Befides that great attention and reverence,' 
which works of this kind were fure to excite, on 
their <wn account alone ; they were what fevehJ^ 
of ihe Old Prophets had occafionaliy performed; 
and ^ particular, that very prophet Elijah^ ^ 
in whfefpirit and power Zacharias had ex* 
plicitlj foretold, th^t John would go before. fk$'' 
XiOrd. 5 

 Thi therefore would have been fo far from' 
inconf]{:ent with that character, in which John him^ 
Jelf w8 to appear, that it muft have feemed highly- 
probale to J ejus and Himfelf if impoftors, that 

* IKings^ $i). xviL aqd xviii. i Kiiij;;, cb, i.and %, 

' ' -'" the 
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the people might expefil iomething of .this kind at 
his hands. And whether they Ihould require tbia 
or not ; thus much was evident and certain, that 
nothing elfe could contribute fo efFeftually to 
John's reception as a true prophet; and confe- 
quently to the eftablilhment of Jefus's charafter by 
his means. 

» Since then John end Jefus could not but be 
fenfible, that the performance of fome feemingly 
peat miracles would be highly inftrumental in fe- 
curing John's fuccefs, in his preparatory part of the 
plot; their previous agreement, that, notwithftand- 
ing this, John ihould abftain entirely from making 
ufe of them, muft have arifen from fome apprehen- 
fion, that if he did not, this would interfere with 
that part, which Jefus himfelf M^as foon after to 
afii ; and thus, in the end, obftruCl the fuccefa of 
the whole undertaking. 

From what then could fuch an apprehenfion 
arife? No other affignable foundation for it oc- 
curs, than a doubt, whether, if John Ihould work 
wonders as well as JefuSy the people might not be 
fo far prejudiced' in favour of John; efpecially as 
He was to appear Jirji before them ; as to believe, 
for the moft part, tliat John himfelf was the Mef- 
fiah ; and therefore pay little regard to Jefm^ 
when he came. Or, at leaft, that they might be 
io far kiept in fufpence between the Twp, as mH^ 

Xq 
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to gire tiieir h^dxty aflent lo £ither } aad t^ t^u^ 
means effe^ually prevent tbe final fu^eels of 
Both. 

But thefe apprd^enfion^^ however pkufible at 
firft %kt} could not poflibly bavfi any real ^ir, 
iftence. Had two. fucb c)ptsiver$ iiMleed ftarted 
up at the fame time, without any fecrel i^onnec^ 
tion, Theif might have had ibmc , reafo?i to apjp^e- 
hend the worfl qf thefe iRconvenieacies, unle0t 
they prefently agreed tto aO; in concert, $jnd fiip- 
port each other. But as Jt b certain, that if J(^n 
and Je/iis were deceivers, they muft froni the be-» 
ginning have concerted every ftep they tpok to-f 
gether ; fo we . may be a0ured, that Tkejf coulcl 
not be influenced by any fuch appreheafions ait 
thefe- 

The more fati^fadory proofs John could gi^ 
of his awn infpiration^ the more efibSbually m^ft 
his teftinK)ny have eftabliihed the belief of Jefi//s 
difdint rmffion ; and not of his divine miflion only^ 
but the precife nature and defi^ of his particukm 
f^ce. Whatever inflttence JokrCs authority might 
have, . in . determining the people,; in a^e of .theft 
points, the fame, it was to be expeded, it would 
have^ in the other. As John' 9 declarations could 
have no weight with the Jews, ia either of 
thefe particulars, but in confeqnence of theif be^ 
\q^ perfu£^4ed» that he wa» aoa^niffioiied . ^»r 
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tfi&0Vi?, to iMke kndwn to them tt?4drfeMr he de^ 
clared; it wts natural lb think, that hi3 d$elara« 
tiqns would haire the &me weig^t^ in '60th thel$ 
points as m eithen So that if John and /(^i9 were 
agreed in opinkm, that it woold be fervicee^ble tQ 
their d^ig>3> &»* Joki to appear as a dinne m^^ 
fepgier before tibe arrival ofje/ksy, and to bearwit- 
nefs to Him at all; aad bad sot this be^ni thp cafe 
John could not have appeared ; they muft, for thd 
fame reafon, have thought it beft for John to fup- 
port his own divine eharaO'Cr by ex^ry artif^s© 
in his power; iand particularly, by this of per- 
formiag gr^ apparent mracles^ in preferen^ce to 
^very other. 

Had they even conceivied the leaft fufpicion of 
atgiy fuch ill coniequence from this condu£l, ia« 
was juft now fuggefted, nothing would have beeii 
ea£er than to prevent their iiiut<ital credit from in* 
tsrferingy by tbid means, in the leaft with each 
other. Wh^ more ofc^ious, than that tiiiey would 
bave agreed, that Jehi ikoitld perforcn many 
works apparently mimcuhHis; bul; ti^j^t the m^ 
afionsfiung of all thofe Jdney "were abbe to eontrive^ 
fiich as &emiag to give iigbt to thofe who had been 
Tfcm blind J and ndh&ng the d&nd; &ot^ld beiiivioH* 
Idbly reftared for Jsfakss hand alone. Th?it Jalmf 
in the mead time, ihoold on ati tbde oceafioi^ i^n 
euilca^ ap^ the jpeg^^ tb^ gm^ iop^iority ^ 

power 
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power with which they would fliortly fee the Mtf^ 
fiah himfelf endowed ; and prefs this upon thera a9 
the infallible criterion of that fiiperior divine cha*' 
!ra6tery which he was to teach them, belonged to 
Je/us alone. This would have been fo natural an 
expedient, that they could not overlook it ; and, 
at the fame time, fo extremely ferviceable to their 
caufe, that it is inconceivable they fhould decline 
making ufe of it. 

And befides this obvious and eafy reftriOion, 
with regard to the nature of the works themfelves, 
various expedients would have been hit on, by men 
of fuch fubtilty and contrivance, as thefe muft have 
been, to render John's miracles far lefs ftriking, 
than thofe even of the fame kind, worked by Jejus 
himfelf y merely by means of their diflferent manners 
of performing them. 

In fome inftances we find Je/u^ himfelf making 
ufe of apparent^ though not adequate means to 
accomplifh his works; in others, not having re-^ 
courfe to any. Sometimes he required certain 
qualifications in the perfons themfelves for whom 
be w^s about to work them, as neceifary aililtances 
for the fuccefs of his own endeavours ; at others he 
peremptorily pronounced the word, and the work 
was performed. Some he chofe to complete in 
an inftant, others were accomplilhed but by de-* 
grees. Upon fome occafions he openly implored 

affift- 
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affiftance from heavra, as if it was God eidae who 
really performed every thiag he himfelfl feemed td 
do ; on o>thers he thought fit to. afi, as if he himfelf 
was aduially endowed with the fulnefe of diving 
power. ^ 

It is not only a probable /uppofitum theref<£nre^ 
thatmanydiffertot methods- of working the fame 
kind of miracles XGOuld have occurred to John and 
Je/uSy at the fettling of their refjpe6):ive parts^ i^ 
the execution of their plot; but it is an undeni* 
able, matter offaQ^ that they aftually 7m{/i. It is 
evident likewife, that though every %vork ^otH 
ceived to be miraculous neceffarUy . implies the 
exertion of divine power; yet.fome miracles, iki 
the nature of the things themfelves, may be far 
more aflonifhing than others ; and even the fame 
kind of miracles may be performed by different 
perf&ns, in a manner fo unequally calculated to 
furprize, as to make the^fpeftators naturally con* 
ceive far more exalted notions of the One than 
the Other. 

So tliat^ by taking in the performance of ap« 
parent miracles to his aid, but confining himfeli^ 
^ the while, to thofe of the leaft ftupendous and 
a£(onifhing nature, and working even thefe in the 
moft diffident and humble manner ; John might, 
with much gmter affuranee have expe^ed to 
eflaj^lUh his own ;credit9 and prepare the people 
t . . ; * R for 
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be ;c0ubi: hdpe to )ac^oih|)liifti tiiofe tud^ ^^ifhmtt 

peirfbf mod r mte thefoiiWiteS'Odiffi^dQV woid^ 
have been fo far from involving the Jews ia dcmhl 
«ni p6i|»lmiey> if^^t ihe dpsrfMe bat^wiea the 

dedaiatdoiu of idoi&if; «a bekigjoiu^ tiia Mgl/Sak'i 
ihr^runper^} aa^ ef J^ a[s^l«|kig.the «weJl^f^i&|&; 
ftreagtbetied ' b|f J^^V'faora^flonifliing woi^ 
snd fupefior fiiU-pcfi^'^plttl manner of p^eforctii^ 
tlMii ; wo^ild have ieduccd the J^m^ to acquiefee 
^Mi greater rcadbneft, and ^^tainty, w 'Iheii^: 
d^mSt pretenfions. |'or>< as Jfok$ih diviiiei author 
rity vreutil, ^J/ this mMm, h^ivebetn more ai\iffedly. 
ilftablifii^d ; (b k was to be axpe^^, ^t hi£i^f>e^ 
Fsmp-tory, ^Kplieit dechiratibn^ of Jkfk^B pecuMli# 
chara^F^ as' vitell as Aii^ ^ae^n; would be xxmn im^ 
pUeitly betieved. 

^ Ho^ thea cai^ it be«onoe)v«d, that 9%«^) wbo^ 
if impoftors, were mailers of fo complete aft art 
of workh)g won^epsi, aa no other igNipoft^N^ eiFer 
p4>fiyfed; atid wha diepended 'ulUmaMl^F fof IU<Nt 
oefi^ upon the ^ they IkeuM tn^so of Itioi^ 
^(<iCNJIidaroi«i %vorfc8, more than any thing eMb^ w 
tfi^ himfelf often declared ; h^w can it bebdiofedl 
Tkey^ cmHA agree, that John (hduldt «»tifi^abflliiit 
ft>9i» qu^ifi^ the l^aA iifct c^ theaa^ ^v4i#R t^ 

would 



Wotdd haNr^ b«enr To inunediftttfij^ CftpaM^ «/f d(^. 
tbe gi-toteft fervice to the cabfii? Kothbig teft- 
tiMti the fbdflr evidebt cfeth^fcr rdhlHng MtA th«ttt> ' 
cbtild |)eriliade afl iilipol^ to ibi^^o diii ple4ilii« 
(it pViV^g h ptk6Ate to exquifite anr «i ; Mt) 
iii th^e^ife before us; infieftd df any iU eohi^ 
qaence to ftiar froto it, thett was «i very ki/id^i, 
and ftrong reafon for Joh^s ftiafefflg ttf^ Of it. 
The benefit to be expected from it^ was fo great, 
that they muft both have been exceedingly de- 
ilrous to make JohrCs application of it fubfervient 
to the reft of their plot^; and the expedients^ 
by which this might have been done, were fo 
oboiQus and eafy^ that they could not efcape their 
obfervation. 

Had John and Jefus been impoftors, we (hould 
^refore undoubtedly have received accounts of 
many miracles performed by John ; though neither 
fo numerous, nor aftonifliing as thofe of Jefus 
himfelf. And had this ever caufed the Jews to 
enquire, in a manner iimilar to what they did- 
upon another occafion ; why He performed theie 
miracles, if he was not the Me/Jiah f His anfwer 
was ready, and would have been of fingular fer* 
vice to tbe whole joint undertaking.—^! indeed 
^be would have faid) do perform thofe miraculous 
works, which have excited your admiration, and 
CfttsM this enquiry ; but there ftandeth one among 
y. Ra you. 
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yaa, whom ye knew not ; Ae it is, wbo wUl per* . 
fona much, greater yvotks before you than, I am. 
able to do« But thefe works, , that I do, "^are ^bua-^ ^ 
dantly fufficient to convince you of my own divine 
authority; ^nd confequently to fatisfy ypy, that. 
He aloney whom I have fo often pointed out to yoii. 
as fuch, is the true Meffiah ; as well as that Imyftlf 
am hi9 unmediate Forerutmer^ 






SEC 



. ^ciiQi tJ JOHN BAPTIST AND JESUS CttRlST, 24^ 






SECTION II. 



TTie Afferent external charaBers of John and 

Jths confidered. 
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F JaAw and Jejus were j(?m^ deceivers, it is 
cettairi, not only from the nature of their deflgn 
itfelf;' 'bxrt^ likewife from thofe very diftin£l and 
retnarkablekinds of life, they Each adopted ; that 
"they did* not begin to Ihew themfelves to the people, 
without having firft deliberately agreed to aflume 
^di'partieular chara6tel"s, as appeared to^tbembeft 
'calculated for promoting their plot. "For beiides, 
i;hat this was a- matter of fuch importance as they 
'could not nfegleCl; the charaBers y they aftualiy 
appeared in, were fo extraordinary in '^emfelves, 
"und fo'direaiy oppofite to each other,' that they 
"c<>u?d not proceed from aiiy thing but* a precon- 
certed; Wig/?^. V . . 
"^ From the very beginning /e^Aw praftifed all 
imaginable aufterity; making his iirft public ap- 
pearance in a covering * of camels hair, tied with a 
leathern girdle ; living with the moft lingular abfte- 
taioufnefs, upon locufts, and wild honey ; and fe- 

• Matthew iii. 4. 

•* R 3 eluding 



eluding himfelf, in great meafure, from the com- 
mon intercourfe of life. Nor did he himfelf only 
moft rigoroufly aj^ere^t^ fl^ ^religious rites and 
ordinances, praftifed by the fevereft feO: among the 
. J^ws^ i^ "^liBXifys^y bji^t be. ^blg^ ^M^ Q^ 
difciples, who aiTop^ted at all: with him, to do 
the fame. Whence the Pharifees themfelves put 
thequeftion to J^J^l " Why 4o ^ the (tij^iph^ of 
!^ J9hn ^E^ijb ofteop^ ai\d mak^ (payers, and likiPVR^s 
** thedi{(^ples of the.Phsi^jfee^; but threat: f^ 
•* .^ric^ r Such was 1^ [oliHry. and rm^i^t^^ U^ 
offottn^ fi^om'the begwimg q^ his pu^i wpeaft- 
ancft in ^9 charaaex qj[ t^ ^fflHft-  ' 

^Esy^, op the contrary, wa? the revepfe oi (41 
this„ He> affumed a qhara6^;er^ not only yoidi of 
all, * feverity and r^ftraint, but f^ut hij, vihole 
time in a moft uncommpri manuexK iti fiei^npjj^tiie 
ibcipty oi^ and couverfin^ familiarly: w^^l^ aj^ 
tauks, apd oirfer^ of t|ie people. ^d:fp^mfi 
he from coxApJyiu^ with th« fuperftitip;^ ; tfffGg^ 
inoniat of any of the prevailing fe6^^ b\iti vWf» 
efpeiclally the rigid Ph^i&#8 ; or ^^xhortwg liis 
difciple3 to eonlbmij, in the leaii, to th^nv;, tb^ 
on. all opcafions, hp. hioaf^f conftantly, broke 
through them, and bpt^i, publicly iia4.J^^>^l 
jqyeigHed againft tijem. Spcfcty w«; ^i^ . ^ 



tart diiuftk, mA^^^mH&fil^i^ ^% BAi^ 

di^rtdj trttlkmi) lte'>I@kft i«^rV«lAfteid^a»^ 
perpetually in the public view c^^mkiMddp'^^Cf tiMt 
{itiAiteowilb itt' Ifa^ijimii^ ialicpbrdntrxigtib^ 

tMdl jr npDi^ «te fe<^^ feyme ao^^ di^igraeabto. » tlnad; 
of the Baptiji ; unlefs they thoughiE;tlitoff indtf 
jmiiaUjF nratiiaary for i lb£f licfircxiBpK&uieiit^ of t&eir 
4c6gp8^ aoA iinr tiaak. vdry rastfori j^died: u^on 
tiwAdi Jt hii>VidBdt lil«ewi^4^fbitL >^ate9fer olhar 
{liNk^I^i<>r]baQa^|^' codtrft ftr ddiorfaiaie t&eli' 
(toicir; (t& jf i^ michjExri^ajft^ jdb£gB> iMhitlii t^e^ 
e^iild liever loie <fi^^^ ayiiil hatocr b«^/ ttt 
£«§!&. wfe fq«b \fi .diai^br 'foit E^obf aasr r\i^M 
atj^pdtfi tft eorrti^nd' mlti,i toi fidfifi;«tlafo;<i*()^ 
i >: * R 4 phetical 



];>hetic«l riB¥el|ktiontf coMemkig' ^paHf which MA 
Js^l^ p^Uiihe^ by Zackaria^^9Mi^Ht£9ryf a^b^ot #9 
twisfi of tMr births.] Wl^ile ^q Aippf^p t^eq^- to 
h^]?(e be«i^ kapoCtors,. t)^e& pi^cliftipQs^ , 94 Jft3 l^e 

^npii^ fu4 fQW^fltiw <rff the whple pk»t ^:.$fMM^ 
^j wer« m}w up4er ^ «^)ute »«oe|i)3r <tf ^l^lyng 
lbe( ftriOteft Mgurd to if Aei» ; sytidicoiild j9ieltfier.%q^ 
iiiMtniegl^ to 4o]it. ) 

wei&id they a^ufiUy adopted^ aad o^^eckUy tiuit^ 
o€%]&^>:.ibou]kl prove, upoa confideratiob)' m any 
^nUcmgjatid capital particulaiS) wbeily; ineoniiftei^ 
mth^aiid even ^^ofOradidofy t&i what they diemfehw 
muft know to be the commonly i;€ceivedien& of 
thofe pi«dtiiftion«, which had been at firft made 
pubUc obnceraii^ them ; tiiis agaiii muft be 
allowed another very ftrbng prefareptiTC Bi|fament^ 
and indeed: a conchifim one, that they cqnld not 
be impofior&. . ^ i ? 

. Zacharias's prophetical :declaratioii' ^ijfmmtk^ 
ing Jejus^ H the time of Joha's dfeiimdfion^ was 
z$ follows : ^^ Blefled be the Lord Qdd of Iirattl{ 
'' for he hath vifited and' redefined his people) 
^\ and bath raifed up ^si horn of ialvatiim ;fori]% 
V in the houfe of his fdrvalit David ; as be (pali» 
*' by the mouth of his. holy prophets, wfaich'ha^^ 
^^ been &iqe the world began- : ctlfM'^ we fliouM be 

" fayed 
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f^ of {lU tbit hate ua: to.peifwm ttonierey pro- 
^^ . mifed to rottjr fathers, i aiii r to ieoiember ^hisi botjf 
f^. eiili^MBK : tiie oath wbioh lie Tvam to\dor feifaer 
<< : AbndkWi; tbtt he lyouU.grant udtofn^^' that W 
^Miehig xUyiif dird out of tfab handa of bib enemies, 
flMght fegrf^ilnm M^hoMl fe«^, in liciineiB and 
l9gbti6mifififtQfii before kfrn^ an tbe :d{iys bf>(HiF 
•'life*" 
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. Aa»)t£AB£& to . this, but more full and ex« 
prafil^ wai Ihe reirelatiba> of the Angd to Mary. 
MbM^ thou: ihalfe conoeive in ' thy wbmb^ 
ihate bring forth a foh, and Ihalt call his 
a: Jefua. He flmU be greats and ihail be 
td tbeibn^of the Hq^dl; and the Lord God 
\ ftali give «nto him the throne of h|s father 
^Pairid* And he Ihall teiffi over the houie of 

* Jacfih fer ever, and of hk kingdom there ihall 

* be no end !•" 

Ik what fenfe the Jews at this time interpreted 
the pnodiSiws of the Holy Fraphm, mentioned 
% ZacbariaSf and God's promifes to Abraham^ is 
well known. In the perfcni ef the Meffiahy they 
univei^y .expeSfid a temporal prince /who ihoukl 
deliver them out of the hands of their enemies, 
aad raife them to an univeriai monarchy, which 

, • Luke L 6$^7S. f Lukg i. 30*^3* 

could 



cpiU Aesijt ike .o^iMtiiimiii*'i.<  AaA Imei Hm^ 
ffyi6m  eanatnaag Jefiui jaft dotlr ifdttMi Ma^ 
j^}j:SfuAiaa (Knoddcttiwitbthte-gOMTa} IfbiiiRi; 
miA Zaekopka and ;^4^ .«vlb MMlb tiMfi|Mfttkr^ 
MuM-AotbutbiKiw, igiMitiny woudd btf uirtwt^k l^ 
wailofftoodfciiivi^iUK'Anft^ laid n^ ^olllc*'; ;:tf «l^ 
tmteciQrgteibs/tih«i» lieijgM^Jthntil riWiP htfriaO i Bit^ 
linrei been, )tlniii Ji^ ttouM 4iiu«ltafiMiir^«hlt; 
rafter, as the predictions they deliver^* '•IkiM 
h» vtmfitikRy umierftBdd ,tbi fatetriLi; odtaP^tltt 
iwntir rmifilBi iMioa J^tAite/le^.caBk ii lei» lwi | 
dtlibdtalB i^anrvn plad. «w lii<i):<«M l]iii^tt( 
«ondbar h(» kudl^ii^e tent ^aadytl adfc tj— jJ^ 
«hbtiao(btiMHri<iM! wbafleVir^ailU bff Ibdkfld(«patl 
«i dgvwdbid ^ttx thofe pgtiftmita^^ 'tvidklititetMia* K 
vag ibfahit^ inomdler* dpon iAth 4otiilfittf iteli 

«!»« ia% iiiiietpc4p«v opfAiilonl^f £aB -Aflirt itayilri? 

Xing'. . ".•; :•.• • <- : '?'• ■• 

- Wm mat tmmkaiA& iakdi df .Itfi^ . tfam, ^at 
i^,.;iAaMy acbfit«av fueh. ^ laiglt :|MAaUJsr 
jAduae iMJaits ttk aiMcUlGle>)UviantaMeflt^Aii 
it$p\ ■>i. ^^ ilid) he cvoo: nqiks : aiijl partkndir .tkf 

, * This ifri«^|iiA9ittl^<IV^if»ltiinp<r>o«}y ffonr |h<etf9ti»viMi» 
of the people in general to Jefus^ but even of his difciples 
thQmfelv,eS) in. a yarioty^of inflances thra^^h^utijtihe (J^ofpels. 
See likewife Lardner's Cred. &c. b, i. ch. 5. 

• traiy, 



wiA Ibe \mK& ordem ol the 9«o|»lii bw ii^l«dle 

4li lMiin&, ivtsM. ndfe bare lailed to dito; mM- 
lated ta tead the people oiii^tiiBM^ofatittafyili^ 

ilM' fKqiorf leafon for tiioiir emoiutlkiii iM»ifi>( yA 
4HHfhled;' Kayiiflicn^r sifter I ho^g min»eulif|)% 
M a. ^tcat moltijtxide;^ fae itw tfurys b^gan fsi^ Im 
pet&acM^ tliat he muft ke tiie M^ah ; fmi§st 
tfutt ceabti wera propofinj^ to fet Biim op ittvaiefift- 
wtntj for thexB jEifn^ ; he x»%2bfiQQ^^ i^ 

Ibgr di^Msrl^ tiien ;: audi to airotd aity fiMtei^ tii- 
tainj[)t» csfi th0 fame kmd, kmnadiati^y lift the 
fdace ^. And at length, even when his death wta 
jttft aj^QBchin^^ he foieninlf elofod Ite ftfliM ^th 
an eicpfiaik (hiclaration to PUate^ tM- he laid sm 

Could 



i«lli|iliibiWwiii»d«r^^ .tiii^e reiiiadiaUe peophis^ 

^18 ;lo; ptffiie/b FrcMit ^A^teing > td^smi, k it '«^ 
4eDt, he perfifted in a reg^^^iqjp^/itkfii^ iMr to- 
Asiilrate jQfunhs %tf>^f|li;:aiiri76t'4tti^^r iJIfceWp^^ 

ittispmMam <3i titker.:o l.!-^. : •' i\ ]•••,.'!' 

h.^ fiVT! pesehapa a fofpfi^on amy here arife,^at b^ 
jtouici ^tl^ofe pH^iheiite;bdd.been 'giimi oiit no 1e& 
:thaii near, t^^ yam belbre Jefus begantp -i^^pear 
ui.imtitic:; ttierG&npelhe ntight'oa this account deteP- 
'iiliae, that there ^as ik) neq^ity to pa]^ an^ regard 
tor them i as predl&idnsfengfincelforgbtti^n,' aiid of 
Jtio jconi^em. Orpcrtwips, it may poffibiy be^obJ- 
je9;ed, J€/i^\ might think the knowledge .of thetii 
/was. cQn&ied' j/vithin ib marrow a circle^ t^tat^ *oi& 
tliis idetouht Ijjkewife tlicy iwere not worthy of fail 
legard.* .:". .iu ,. . -..'y :■:.'. .^':."..rf 

. U^jirs Jt jb i cft)vio)«i to remai k, what we havse? 
feen.)jbieii:uthibf ,ioiilg ago^ that all the evsehts^fdd 
to have accompanied Jje/i(9V conceptiony hisi birthi 
his prefentation in the temple, and efpecially his 
beii!)g 'fought afier by the Wife Men; inatt certainly 
c ' > have 



Im^ been UiowQ; bt tlie timey to great nimiber^: 
of the J^vi». it is iikewife ns confefiedly^obvious,. 
^;t^ JfthntMfi J^fi^ could jiot Imteacp^ the tM^ 
i99yy^f ^itlipi^ p«irti<»lltir8 tQ .be reoimiy w£t3gMi 
luft the <Afi4PR .tQ tbj^diviia^ $biir<i^FSvtliey»^ihnedyr 
ibwl4 bei^iQe; m ^^^oi ^ pnWc atteotionii 
Afid as to. idsi^ pmpi^cf^j in pfurti^^uliir^ whidii JumI 
been at firft loade public about thqin : th^ mm^i 
b<^r of years which had ejapfed^ fiiice the time. widen 
ti^j were given oat, ; wa$ .a cirGuipil;diatee fe fitr fri^iii , 
flU^iqg it t^e i^ ^^eablt to Mfill them ; ; tfa^ ob. 
the cootlraEy;;it was the xaoit foptanate ciretm»: 
i)ipicei that could attend them. Such a ond intteed^r 
IMS. any in^oftcMfs,. in their cafe^ xm&^ bare w^ieiirf 
fij)^^ if .it had^not exiiied. Fpr the Ictagerithadi 
\i^&Ci fince .fiich p^rophe^bs we^^ deliveared, beibiee 
the time, fojt' their . accompliflunent \ amv^d:; the- 
gireater certainly muft their atMbork^ be ; sind con-^ 
fequently the more deiirous an impoftor mu^ have 
been to fulfill them. 

« £uT, befides all ' thefe confiderations, ithe cha- 
rijySter aflumed by the Bapti/i. will very clearly con- 
vince us^ that, in fad, Je/us and He did hot look ' 
upoa it as unnec^ffixrjf for them to do all in their 
power to fulfill the prophecies in question. 

It is not now to be proved, that if John and Jefm 
were deceivers, their pubUc condu6l and cha- 
racers mufi; in th^, beginning have been debated 
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and agMed>«n, betwaHi thcili Moth^ JtMimd liny 
becHi of opiid<m, for any n$iBata ^vi^teMny tbal il> 
\MM M><!ttadei»ry far J*Jiu himfetfiid ptJ^uq^p^tfi^ 
to dioft ptopheoiei^ wfaicii bad htie» Ib-'Mog'iMlliMt- 
fpraui abn^Mi (naiKfniii^ Mm ; fdr 4i« latfif fedlbii^ 
ti»y tMkidd hava datffeiiifflMd to fo l»>iiMMtoi^fep^ 

fi»v/a*ii UkeiMfe} «il|i0dftlly a6A«iMl(lbttflb0yift^ 
iWfeittoaft. 

' i«r ittdb ba dsfarvfid l^a^' <« tt)6 4tiHe' tiili6, 4imf 
JMii^#i«fbaltt ckaraAer «oiiM^ itt flf(» fi«ifie60L«il< 
ft immIi apfMidnC fiai^tttjfy at leaA, akd tietU ^hutm 
nwrtificataoii, as it tt BMredMMe aDjfi ft^Mflj**' 
i«Mdd ba«e coofentod to rMOm^f Mbir IM 
tJMOght it abfeiutelf re^fi^ <ibr ilM AwmO* <tf- 
hi» uiidotaldi^. Yet J^Mj w» fiMr AdbevM^ 
MRMKAtfy to ek^ pMfiheGiaB, ^kvfit had b«filft )pMM 
mt by ^ofibiritt eobcamiDg hna; n*^ be evift' 
^mnd^ Tfikkt cvold h»«s beew ^x^^Meted ftMi 
liim, ati their aocount, in tbs Somfity of Mi^iiM 
and manners. 

£e bad beoh Ibretotd, diat be 4otdd • '^ go 
*' hctam tfae Lotd k the $irit and pow^f of 
'* Efiaa:" And this he fo pa^ilioiforl^ Ml^d^ if- 
emi to appear lilM Elku, m 1^ i^ <gai^ iif^lfft-' 

'  ■■'■""' Pf{ 

T 

r ■*, * 

I * 

* As a{q^iB fiom MalAiW uU 4» '^ Atid the faji|e iplnk 
** had his raiment of camels hwt aixi a leatbein^ girdle abeut 
*'' 'kis loins j*^ when coropStrei with ^ Siings, i. 7^, 8,— ^* An J 

"he," 



it bad h^f6fiA/' tbat he SfipxAA dbioic nieitlBr ymm 
mii fiaong.iihriiik ; and lie Ikiediw tbejdftoMAipifei 

itf r^oitaowfar ^ nemiffiipn of fiju;, Wifts^.M it»^ 
baen fweflaU f' ^^ c^xAwl; enplQymwIt of i bM 
paUic \ih. Sa that w^ -^^^^ A3 me ^¥§.fwii 
atend]^ w^ afiiag in idittOi oppo/itim ¥k tite t^ 
^tvf c4 epifiiQb of aH the . propba^iies, wbifib bi4 
been gtmn^)«e ooo^sei^mg AirT^v* and.tbb, infljiafii 
pas^ >of hi5/«oiidu&,r itfaidi. ]auftv.be'e9tpci&ed.tti 
bave the greateA infiumice .upaa ! his> Atooeis ; . Jokm 
iw&^paitdifii^ Witboatiinteiicupticm )the fBqft Jife^r^ 
Pftfr^ficattonK ;• iMno^ to ^/is^^ tibofe p»di£tt(iav 
vikadk bad baea cndgibaBy oaad^ pilbHc coacerniiig 

. fitoT what pvinci{da9. oan- poffifal)! .mpi£URi» qt 
fatoncUe, ib oppofite a * eocdoft aa thb ; . dn tw<» 
isipoAcm j^mtly ^nbarkad ia tbe pi3)ib€»tk)o oi 



• \ ' 



^ be»** wMoab^ ''' f«JA uitlP lbe«i> what n)^i|ep/€| ji^ «ffi^ 

^'. h^y whw^. can^e to laeet you,, ^uid t^U^you th^f^^ ?rvr49 }, 

*$ And thejf anfwered him,, he was an hairy man,, synd girt 

*' with a girdle of leather aboiit his loins. And he f^id,' it i« 

** Elijah the Ti(hbite/' John's garment of camels- htS^ was> 

iMbabiy tke ausk^bak with which .pcuttteoibiiiiid. aiABriers 

mM t««l»* their, X^m^ ,|in4 ffia^^^i|i^ .th«r wk^Af)dia^j, 

liChroi^ :^xji^lfi»— JVI^ciwiabt'jjJiai:«i..fe&« 14» — See Hamna* 
- * - • ' • • <■ • . '^ v t 

on Matthew iii, 

* Compare tuke i. 15. with Matt. lii. 4. and Mark'i, tf. 

t B>rt»pari'Xukemi 3i*&cf witii Luke iv ff^ VI. \ • • 

.--^ me 
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ctkandJhe fame defiga?^ The adaptkig of tbeir 
dunraders to the propheeies in qiieftmai, wi». evi* 
daillrf a particular i^hieh tdl impoftora . Bsuuft have 
regarded, air of the utmoft impwtaiioe to their 
fature ilArcefs. It was likewife a potal in which 
the fuecefs of Both was equaUy coocei^aed, with 
thfe fJMTerence only ; that as the iffue of the whde 
imdertaking . depended findly upon the recefrtioiv 
which Jefus hitnfetf niigbt be able to procure ; So 
die ftiSure of JefiMj in tbis.mofi; important p«r- 
ticular; would have . been more .follicitoi^ 
guarded againft by aU impofixirs, than that of 
J^hn. So that had John and Je/iis been impofixn^ 
we may reft fully fidisfied, that Both of &ein 
would have contrived the chara&ers they affumed» 
in^ fuch a manner as to anfwer the prophecies, in 
^eftion ; or, had this been poffible, Neifher. Aod 
even could the nature of the cafe- have permitted^ 
that One of them might negled tlus precaution, 
while they thought it was abfblutely nece0ai7 ^^ 
the Other to obibrve it; it muft certainly have 
been Jokny who was left at liberty to choofe, inftead 
of Je/us. » 

The condu6t of Je/us therefore, in regard to. 
this important particular ; when confidered, as 
the nature of the cafe neceflarily requires itihould 
be, in conjun&ion with that of Jb/in; appears 
abfolutely^ irr^oncileable with the fuppofiticm of 
* ' ' their 



I 



4fg^s/mt ebataAei«i wheo v«^vi^ ki its ptb^t 
'•y^tf i^bnEb us anofter decifire argotntot/ ihst 
lliey could not pdffibly be deceivers. 

'BcT migHt they not entertain hopes of Aicceed* 
iiag more univer&ily, it may be faidr ^iU) ^ raotts'' 
and otrdens amoag tim /e»^; by nliean^ df thofe' 
jDOOtrftry eharac^kers; wlrich tiiey rfjaftnaed? The^ 
Jewi& peq[>le b6ing ditided, as it t^efe^ into ftfia^ 
rate bodies'; of wtaieh the leading feSks vi^te y^' 
€Kd& and rigorous ih tbetr.obfervailce of all faitings^l 
and nmnbeirlefs dlMrbdi rftes of refii^on ; whfie tfab^ 
r«ft pai^'nHtch left regiuti to ttidil^ rii^id lii^itulsbns ; 
it ihay poffibly be cooiceired, that John txtiAJe/ki 
purpofely aiTumed thofe oppofito chira6ters ih whidHi' 
they appeared, in order the more ^ffe£iu&lly to ia^ 
gractmte tiiemielves vfiAi all fefls and perfua£[(Kis. 
J^erhaps it may even be thoi^ht, *thsfl: Je/hs hmft^ 
ieems'to have betrayed fome fiich Sefign, in thiii 
particular exclamation. *' Wliereutlto ftiall I liken 
^* rtiis c^eneration ? It is like unto children fittirig 
*' in \tlie maricets, and caHing unto their fellows, 
" and faying ; we have piped unto you, and ye 
^' have *BOt danced ; tre have mourned unto you, 
** atid y^ have not lamented.— -j^or John came' 
*' neitW eating, nor draAmg, and they /ay hi^ 
^^ hath a devil. The fon of man came eating and 
^^ drinking; and they &y, behold a man glut- 

S " tonous, 
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'^ tonou^i aod a wioe^bibber) a frieii4 of.pu^. 
'^ cans, and finaers : but ivifdom is julliti^Hl i^ #L 
" her cliildren *." -,■».- 

Now had this been their view, it will not hff^- 
denied^ th^X it muit have been John^ iatpoded part^ 
to apply hipnfelf afiiduouily to gainingi^irer ihi^jPAfn 
rtfccs^ and other powerful fe6b, by meip^. of hifik 
conformity tp their favourite fupi^ftitiops ; ythi^% 
Ji^us was to win upon tlie /^etg^/e in g^neo^ Jby M^ 
negled of fuch rigid formaiitic^ aad ump^MfSfi 
condefceniion. In the mean time^ it mu^. Jo^^ij^ 
been a conftant and priiKripal part of the caf^ .df 
Hoth^ to avoid every thing that had the Ifaft ap* 
parent • tendency to inter^*e with, and ob&ru&v^j^ 
foccefs of Each Oth&r. 

Does it then in ia£t appear, that Jb/tn^/SJ^ 
ply lumfelf morp efpecially to procure the %)NHur 
and prote£lion of the moft powerful and , ,]^d . 
Se8:s? Quit^ the contrary. He had all the*. op- 
portunity for attempting it he co^ld liope foi% H6 
no fooner begun to preach and baptize, tbap the 
Pharifees and Sadducees, ftruck with ti)e n^v^lty 
of his appearance, and manner, came in great nam-* 
bers^ with the reft of the people, about h)^. ..JJlid 
he then receive thefe haughty guefts with aijty pecu- 
liar marks of reverence and relpeft? Did he do^ or 

* Matthew xi. iff— Ip. ' 

even 
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even fay, any thing, on this wi(hed-for o6cafion/ 
that might flattef thcii* pride, and difpofe them to 
entertain a &vourable opinion of him and his pre« 
ftcms? 

Oj«r the contrary, he began immedlatdy to re- 
buke thenij and even them in particula^y with th6 
greateft feverity, in the prefence of the whole mul- 
titude ; as it were deqlaring war againft them, and 
openly fetting them at defiance. " Thfen ^vent out 
to him (Jokn the Baptiji) Jerufalem, and all 
Judea, and all the t*egion round about Jordan, 
and were baptized of him in Jordan, coiifeffirig 
" their fins. But when he faw many of the Pha- 
" RisEBs and Sadducees come to his baptlfm, he 
** faid unto them ; O generation of vipers, who 
" hath warned you to flee from the wfath to 
" come * ?" Nothing could be mcire oppofite, than 
this conduS:, to the defign juft fuppofed ; nor was 
any thing elfe to be expefted from it, but what ac- 
tually happened f ; that while the people^ and the 
publicans, fubmitted chearfully to his baptifm, tlie 
Pharifees and rulers almoft univerfaiiy rejected and 
oppofed it. 

In the mean time, fo far was Jejhs from being 
cautious of giving oifence to the leading fefts; 
that he might not obfi;ru6b the Baptiji^ in his en* 
deavours to gain them; that He like wife feized. 

• aiatthew iii. 5, 6, 7. t Luke vii, 29, 30. 

S 2 every 
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every opportunity of expofing even their pre- 
tended virtues, as well as apparent vices: and 
as bis own conduct was in every reipecb diam^ 
trically oppofite to theirs; fo he was continually 
pointing them out to' the people, as the proper 
objefb of their averiion and contempt Nor was 
this behaviour, either in John or JefuSy the fud- 
c|en eifefl of unguarded paiTion, or furprize ; but 
tiieir cool, ccmftant, and deliberate cbdice^ So 
that, as nothing could be more inconfiftent with. 
that conduft they would certainly have obfervedj, 
had they agreed on their refpective characters with 
the defign juft fuggefted; and as this defign is tlie 
only one capable of reconciling their chara^ers tt> 
the fuppofition of any ioipofture at all ; we muft 
neceffarily confefe, that ^he peculiar conduQ: both 
'pf Jefus and of John *, when confidered fepa- 

rately 

• * 

* Had the oppofite charadcrs an^ conduft of John and 
Jefus, with regard to all the religious rites and ceremonies, 
which were obfervcd by the difft.*reiit feds of the Jews, been 
owing to any private agrcemtnt between them ; as it mvji havo 
been if they were deceivers ; this at Icatl we might ccrtainiy 
depend on, that Eacfi would Iravc taken care to prevent his 
6wn difciples from publicly raifing objections, on this account, 
to the Other. But, on the contrary, we find, that when Jc/us 
was dining with Levi, and a great ntimber were prefent ; then 
** came to him the difciples of Joiiti, faying, why clo we aiMi 
** the Pharifees fall oft ; and thy difciples fatt not?" Matt. 

*ix. 14. 
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rately in ks own nature, and jointly in their re- 
lation to each other ; affords us one of the ftrongeft 
collateral proofs, we can poffibly dcfire, that They 
could not be engaged in the profecution of a dC'- 
ceit. 

ix. 14. And from Mark ii. 18. it appears, that they joined 

with the Vharifees in raifmg this particular objeAion to Je- 

fas' 8 condud. Whereas had Je/wrf and John been aifociates, 

h was impoifible that Either fhould have been fo negligent of 

their common Tucc^fe, as to fuffcr bis own difciples, for want 

of proper inforntiatfcfn, 16 join with their common enemies in 

jraiHng objc^^ions to the credit of the Other, For there is not 

the leail room to' fuppofe, that this might be an artful expe* 

dient defigned .to make the Phari fees better pleafed with Johns 

flnce we have fecrt, i\^^i the whole condud of John, as well as 

Jtfus, ail every junptirtant occafion, was fuch as they knew 

would procure them the utter hatted and averfion of the Fba- 

rifee^. 



i > 



: .• .li.T \ Mli ... :ij :;r.' Jlvht.;it O.' V , • ' ' 



X$3 THj: DIVINE Miftsmirs of Part IIL 



SECTION IIL 

A prophecy of Jphn's, concerning Jefus, con* 

Jidered. 

1 HE only defign John and Jefiis could poflibly 
be engaged in, fuppofmg there could be any plot 
in the cafe, was a deep-laid defign of counterfeiting 

- the two laft prophets the Jews ever expe6led to 
Ibehpld: and one of whom efpecially, w-as to be bi^. 
far the moft accompliftied, in all prophijtical en^ 
4Q\yiTipnt3, of any they, had ever feen. And had 

^They really undertaken fuch an attempt as this^ 
nothing c^n be more obvious, than that it would 
have been orfe conftant, and chief objeQ: of tlicir 
care, not to foretell any thing, and more efpecially 
any tbipg relating to Each Of her, by which their 
prophetical knowledge might poiUbly bp brought 
into queftigp. 

This was ipanifeftly a paiqt of fuch impoN 
tanpe, as they could not but very carefully attend 

* to, fropi their very fti-ft entrance upon the exe^ 
cutioi) of tbeir defign, Jf tliey were defiroqs of 
deeming to ^/brfjf^// any thing cpuqerning Each 
Qther, as by divine »nfpirjtion ; in order the wore 
^ffeftusjlly tQ fupport tft^ delufion j they muft iirft 

privately 



SeQ;. 5. JOHN bapttst ani> jEsd^ cmrist, 25S 

privately have agreed upon fome particular ac- 
tions, which the One could fafely undertake to 
perform ; and the Other might therefore fecurely 
venture to foretell. To have hazarded any pre- 
diSion^ without this obvious and neceflary pre- 
caution, would have been contriving the fureft me- 
thod of expoiing their want of all real iufpiration^ 
and laying open their impofture to the public 
view. 

Should it appear then, that Jolm aftually fore- 
told of Jefus, upon a very remarkable occafion, and 
as an infallible token whereby to diitinguiili him for 
the true Mejfiah ; that Jefus would intixxluce a 
' certain moft remarkable kind of religious rite : to- 
tally different from what John himfelf made ufe of 
for the fame purpofe : tod fliould it likewife be 
found, XhditJefuSy during his whole life, never fo 
much as attempted to put in practice any fuch rite ; 
nor ever alleged any reafon for declining it; nay^ 
nor ever made the leaft mention of it: tliis furely 
muft be acknowledged as anothef convincing, proofs 
that John and Jefus could not be the impoftors fup- 
pofed.' N "^ 

When John made his firft public appearance p 
the country round about Jordan, preaching the 
baptifm of repentance for the remiffion of fins; 
the whole multitude, we find, came forth to be 

S4 baptized 



it 



S64t , THE ©ivmi: If issioKft^ of Part fH 

baptized of him, and to learn from him the 
TOeans of felvation *. " And t*** ^ *his time, 
as the people were in expe6Uition, and all men 
mu/ed in their hearts of John, whether he were 
^^ the Chrift or not; Joha anfwered, &ying uBtp 
.** thein all; — I indeed baptize ;{: you with water; 
^^ but one mightier than I cometb, tbelatehetof 
^^ whofe flioes I am not worthy to.unloofe: H^ 

" SHALL BAPTIZE YOU WITH THE HoLY GhOSX 

'' A^v WITH FIRE.'* And foon after this pre- 
diction, when Jefus was docae to Jahn^ and likD 
the reit of the people had been baptiz^.§ by 
bim ; to prevent tlie poffibility of aoy dpubt^ about 
his being the perfon^ whofe inftitutioii of this un-* 
heard-of kind of baptiih), John had particularly 
pointed out ; in order that . they m^bt know Him 
by this fign to be the true Mefitfh ; ^^ Jdbft bare 
^^ witne& of him^ and cried, fayieg; tUs was 
be, of whom I fpake^ be that cometh aift^ 
me is preferred befope me; for he wts befyre 
'' mefl." 

* Matthew iii. 1, Sec, Mark i. Sf kc, Luke iii* 2 — 14. 

t Luke iii. 15, l6. Compare Matt. iii. II. Mark i. /> S* 
And John i. S3. 

t For the nature and end of John'» Bapiifm, (^ ligtitkfot. 
Vol II p.. 1^1, &c. SfiQ alfo Mackil^tf«» {e6U 14. iiotQ* . 

§ Matthew iii. ] 3-^1 7. 

^ John i. 15. and i, 26— 34* 

Nothing 
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NoTHiXG could be more remarkable, on its 
: ima account, than the particular kind of baptifin 
hirre foretold; nor could aay oqcafion be of 
greater importance, than that on which this pro- 
l^cy wad delivered; John had juft begun to bap« 
tize, ini order to prepare tiie people for giviBg 
Jrfu$9 high pretenfioQS a more favourable recep<* 
'tion, when, contrary to his views, they began al* 
ready to im^tgioe; that John, himfilf plight be the 



Such a perfiiaiion> fliould it have coptipueii^ 
w^t unavoidably have broke in upon their plaiv 
and. {prevented the fuccd*s of their whole defigow 
Since JokUi who fidi fet out as the Meffiah's Foro 
runner, could not aflame the charaQ;er of the Me/^ 
Jiah himfelf;^ bow willing foever the people m%ht 
te togive it him { without effedually proving him- 
ialf im impoitor, in fo barefaced a manner, as could 
lE^t long efcape the notice of £my intelligent ob* 
forver. 

It was therefore of the utrngft importance to 
present this opinion from gaining ground* And 
to fhew how Icaifible John himielf was^ of the ne- 
cefiity of 'doing iv it^ the mod: ef!e^uai method; 
we Jind him folemnly declaring to all that camip 
to him; that though '^ be did indeed baptize 
wiA watep, he ^"as mt the M^ah; but that 
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*• one mightier than he,'* who was indeed the 
Meffiah, would very fpeedily appear. At the 
fame time, to give them the loweft comparative 
opinion .of his own chara€tery and the moft ex* 
alted one of Jefus ; he tells them, he himiblf waa 
fo far from > being the Meffiakj that he was not 
even worthy to unloofe the very latchet of his 

ihoes. 

It was impoffible to iet the fuperior excellence 

and dignity oijejuss chara3;er above his awn^ in a 
Wronger light Yet left his own pofitite denial of 
the high office which they were inclined to afcribe 
to him, ihould not be fufficient to put an end to 
their doubts; he proceeds likewife to give them 
a fign, by which tliey might diftinguiih the Mef- 
ficthj not from hirnfelf only, but from every pre-, 
tender to lus charader \ and by which they woulti 
ihortly be convinced, that Jtfiis was he. "I in- 
deed," fays he, " baptize you widi water f a ce- 
remony which you yourfelves have long fince 
adopted in the admiffion of profelytes into your 
own religion*: thereby declaring myfelf a real 
prophet, commiffioned from on high. But the 
Meffiah himfelf, when the proper time arrives, wilt 
baptize you in a manner totally different from all 

^ Sfe liightfoot, ii, IS I; &c« Lewis, Afiti^ Ikb* b. iv» 

that 
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that have gone before him; namely, "with the 
♦^ Holy Ghoft, and with fire/' 

The only efFefi:, which this remarkable prophecy 
could have, upon thofe to whom it was delivered, 
was, to make them believe, that the true Mejffiak 
would, at fome-timeor other, inftitute fuch a kind 
erf baptifm, as this proph^ plainly defcribefJ ; and 
confequently to make thetn reject every pretender 
to this chara6);er, and Jefus among the reft, if ^e 
ihould not. And as this was the only poffiblt effeCi 
it Goutd be attended with, if muft have been the 
only one, which Johh bimfeif could wift, or intend 
it to bavis* 

If therefore John was an isppoftor he could not 
h^ve foretpW this remarkable particular of his AJfo^ 
clatt m the deceit fuppofed; unlefs it had been 
before agreed on between them; and the manner, 
in which Jefus was to perform it, had been already 
determined. And had Johti deliyefed this pro- 
phecy in confequenpe of fuch a previous agree- 
ment, Jefm could not afterwards have negl^i6i;ed 
to fulfill it, when at length He appeared, Jt 
is evident, this would have been purpofely be» 
fraymg. their plot, at their very entrance upon it 
fof how could John hope to maintain the repu-r 
tatiou of a prophet, whai Jefus s condu3: ihould 
appear plainly to falfify his moft pofitive, and 
explicit predi6i;ions concerning him? Or if John^s 

eftablifhed 
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^ftabliflied credit ftouldi notTiitbftamling, be abfo 
to keep its ground ) ^hat c6ukl poflibly ikve 
Jefi^ from being reje3:ed^ as a convided im- 
poftor? 

JoHX had not only aflured the peopie^ that. the 
true Me/Jiah would baptize^^ with the Haly Gh&fi . 
and withj^re; but lik^wife, that Je/ks was thM 
wry Meffiah of whoD[i he fpoke. And yet Jefus^ 
from his firft public appearance to his death, nev^ 
fignified fo much as even an intention of intaro-^ 
dueing this i^ew kind of baptifm among them'** 
Had the people refle&ed upon this apparent eon«^ 

tradiakd 

• Perhaps it may not be improper to obfcrve, that the com- 
pleticrn tjf this prophecy fin the day of Pehtccoft, can be no 
Objeftion to what has been fai<i ; Jince this aecomplifhhieilt of 
it happeDed not till after Jefiis'» dtath : whefens Jt>htk^$ pto* 
pkecy relating to it, was fo expreifed, and delivered on fueh 
an occaiiony that he mud think the people would underfiand 
him to mean, a particular kind of baptifm, which Jefus would 
introduce-during lus fffe. Bedded, nothing C^ti'b6 nlote libfurd 
and ridiculous, thanitWotild b^tafuppofe in^Jhrs foretelltng 
•f one another iTomekhing that they woidd 6a afler HheirdiifAi 
in order to promotQ the fuccefs of their plots, while ti4y wepi 
Mlivc, 

Neither can it be any objcSion to the force of this argu- 
tnent, that the trueraeariing of! the pr(yphecy itfelf is far from 
b^ing eertain, as we would^ie^ia t6 nvake it. Fot«, with regard 
|o the prefent point, ti^e queflioik a not, whether learned men 
]iave given the prophecy different iuterpretotioiis, J^^lf ^&^ 
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it iwootd aloiMl ba^€^ b^eti fuffiQient to make ^em 
fej<^ the pfeWii£i^ difkie'&iffpirit-' 

tioi^ ; if tfae^ hadf indeed ' been 4&cdters ; becattftf 
then fchey ^B have* tfad no -iheans irtiatever of 
reconcilfaig^ Dte prddiSi^^ M^ tlve tt'^^ ctf Its ac» 
eompHf^eiit. ' 

UisriiEiss therefore we can beJieye, tliat two i«i- 
poftors, who fet out upon a joint- Uridtoftakfng'} 
the very be^g and fuceefs^ of whkh neeefi¥fily 
depended upon their tisatuatty fupporting the credit 
^i Eac^Ofhep; ftiould agree to begin tiieir parti 
fti fuch a^manner9 as was Evidently eyeukte^ t^ 
deilroy the credit of Bi^h ; fMs iihgfe ](>ropf^ecy of 
the Bapti^\ when confidered jointly witfc the i::on^ 
AnSt of J^fisSy muft alone be fufficieht to Ihew, 
that John and Jefus couM not poflBbly !)e de* 
Ijeivers. 



fince it was delivered ; but what fenfe John himfelf muft have 
believed the joeo;>/c would underftand it in, when he delivered it. 
Vhn ahnt was what an impojfor would have attendetj to, and 
«iMild not but att^d to ; becaufe upon this muft depend 
|ke fyturf^ Of^^tuonn of the pe^ple^ whether it was really fuU 
filled or not. And the flijhteft confideration of the prophecy 
itfelf^ and the occafion on which it was delivered, fhews a|t 
once^ that the Jews^ who heard John pronounce it, could not 
\>%t underiHkn^il it in that fenfe, in which it has here been repre- 
iiattd;^ ABtindtsed^ that this was its true fenfe, appears un^ 
4etimbly» fronv what Jefus faid lo his difcipl^ a|^r hi& refine 
re^on. Ads i. 4, 5, 

Nor 
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N^R was ads alL John not only feenled plaijdy 
%o foretell, thaxJefM would inftitute a »ea^, and 
very extraordinary kind of baij^fm, which Je/ua 
during, his life on eaitb^ never 4id ; but he Itkewife 
expre^ed hiinfelf fo as to leave it hijgjhly piobable^ 
the people would ui^erftand him to, m^ui^ that 
Je/us: would not make ufe of the iame bapttfm be 
bimfelf had adopted ; which notwithiftanding Je/us 
foon after did. 

When John declared ; in order fo make the 
people fully fenfible of the great diffeFencey ^t^ 
would perceive, between the Meffiaii and Himfdf^ 
that He indeed baptiwd tliem with watery but thatr^ 
the Msffiah would baptize them with the Hoiy 
Ghoji and with j^re; what more natural for John 
to think the people would conclude hinx iQ inean, 
than, that the Meffiah would not make ufe of bap-^ 
tifm with water, for the admiffion of his difciples^ 
This the turn and manner of tlie declaration itielf^ 
as well as the occalion on which it was delivered, 
it is obvious, feemed to render extremely probable^* 
Had John therefore been an impoftor . ofmneQed 
with Jefus; and had it been agreed between th^ 
that Jefus fliouid neverthelefs baptize with xvater 
too ; it is utterly incredible, that John could have 
omitted makiag exprefs mention of this particular; 
that the people might not immediately judge him 
convifled of having prc^helied a lie; when they 

Ihould 



CUould fee J^ks hofilsamg vii^ water w wdi^as 
Himfelf, 

J^AB they been joint dec^iv^rs, Hiftead of faying 
what he did, John would certainly have declared^ 
'^ I indeed baptize you with water, as thje: hes* 

/ViSIAH HIMSELF LIKEWISE WILL; but he will 

".MOJiEoyER b^tize you with the Holy Ghoft 
** and with fire." For what opini^ could John 
o^erwife expeCl the people to form of his own 
\ inj^alion; when they iUould fee Jtfuis difeipiesy 
^n after, baptizing the people with water, under 
the immediate infpe3;ion of their Mafter ; md thiis^ 
ev^ in gresi^tier nmnbers than John himfelf had 
done ? ^^ After thefe tfaii^ came Jefus and his dif*. 
*^ ciples into the land of Judea, and there he tar* 
*^ xi^ with, them, and baptized/' And pre^tly 
we are informed, that ^' Jefiis made and baptized/' 
tliare " more difciples than John*.'* 

True indeed it is, that Jefus himfelf did iM>t 
baptize^ but only his difciples; as tiie evangelift 
exprefsly fays f* B^t this circumftance could make 
no difference either as to his adopting tMs parti-- 
" cular ceremony, for the a^miffion of his own dif* 
ciples ; or the interpretation, which the people muil 
naturally be expected to put upon it. It is plain, 
from the evangelift's manner of relating this, that 

^ * John iii. ^2. and iv. 1. f John iv* t. 

he 



he had m conception, that this eirctttnftanee tntide 
any alteration in the cafe ; for then he would haW 
talcen care to remark it. Nor is it left evident, 
that the BaptifVs own difciples, and even the Bap- ' 
tifi^ hmfetfy confidered it in the fame light, as 
if Jejks Had performed the ceremony with hi» 
own hands. F6r,' while Je/us wa^ baptiring in 
tills manner, Johis difciples came, and iaid unto 
him*; '* Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
** Jordan, to whom thou bareft witnefe, behold, 
'* the fame bantizeth, and all men t^ome to 
« him.^' • 

But, had they looked upon it as a circumftance, 
which made any diflference in the cafe, that Jejh9 
hhnfelf did not aft u ally baptize, but only his dit 
ciples ; certainly they would not have failed to ob- 
ferveit,. on this occafion, to their maffer. As, on 
the other hand, had this betti an agreed particular 
betweert Jefus afid John, in order to fave the credit 
of John's divine infpiration ; John would now at 
leaft have made that ufe of it, for which it was 
contrived ; by teaching his difciplc^ to reconciler 
his^'own prediftions to Jefus's conddft; which' 
was, feemlngli/y in every particular, fo contf^^diftory 
to it. ^ 

4 • 

* John i\u 26. 

• Ani> 
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- Atifh' Aotr ^dCttitdeiiAg' botii th<^ paitiAlUifs; 
as the nature <rf the cafe requwes we ihould, in 
one conti^^ed view ; firft, .that J0kn e%pw&\yi 
foretold, as a toodiil!^M of Jtfus'% being- tll0 
true Meffiah, that Jefibs tvould adopt a n#w atiA 
Vefy lingular kind of haptifm ; whieh howeter,* 
from hh Hi^ public aippearance to his itealh, Ik^ 
nev^ did, ii6r erer me]:M;4oiied A defign of doing 
h: and in the next place, that John expreffed 
himfelf in fuch a manner, as he could not but 
think, might very probably make the peoplo un« 
derftand him to mean, that Jejus would mt bap* 
tize with water ; which, however, Jefus prefently 
after did, even in a greater degree than Jehn him* 
felf had done : whan we coniider ail this, how is 
it poflible to believe John and Jefus to have bera 
confpiring impoitors ? 

Had they been fuch, John could not have 
foretold any part of Jefus s condud:, in order to- 
'convince the people, that He was the Mejffiah ; 
which Jefus had not before agreed with him, for 
this very purpofe, to perform. Nor could Jefus^ 
after fuch an agreement^ lay afide the defign of doing 
any thing, which he had before agreed, that John 
ihould foretei ; without giving him timely notice of 
the alteration of his deiigns. For though we have 
no authority to believe, that the Jews did, in fa£k, 
ever object tp the truth of their divine pre- 
• /, T tenfions, 
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f^nflonk, qn account of Ibis leeming coRtradic- 
tion, between Je/ms Imptirm, and John's pro^ 
phecy oonoeming it ;. yet wfis^. it, from the nature 
of the thing, fp extremely probabK ^^^^ t^^y 
VTQuld; and, at all times/ fo very pofliblci thafi( 
^bey might; that no inipo/fon can be fuppqfeci 
capable of deliberately expofing tbemfelves, Jbr 
no eud x»h(M4^er, to io «Qafii$3ft ^ ha^r<| of 
(dete^kipn, 
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SECTION IV. 

Jefus baptized bi/ John. 

. V ER Y foon after John had delivered the pror 
phecy juft confidered/ coQceroing the nature of 
Je/us's baptiftiiy we meet with aaodier very re- 
markable traiiia3:ion, wluch will ierve to throw ftill 
greater, light upon their true charackrs^ and the 
' conneQim really fubfifting between them* 

J^ Then cometh Jefus from Galilee to Jordan^ 
^' uato John, to be baptized of him. But John 
^^ forbad him, faying, I have need to b^ baptized 
*^ of tfaee^ and comeft thou to me? And Jefu3^ 
. ' ^' anfweripg, faid unto him, fuifer it to be ii| 
*' now ; for thus it becometh us to fulfill aU 
' *' rigliteoufnefs. Then he fuffered him. And 
'* Jefys^ when he was baptized, went. up ftraight* 
^^ way out of the waiter; and lo! tlic; heaveqai 
*^ were opened unto :him, and he faw the Spirit 
^^ of God defcendkig like, a dove^ and lighting 
^' upon him* And lo ! a voice from heaven^ 
f^ faying, thi^ if my beloved Son, in whom I am 
f* well plcafed*." 

• Matthew iii! 13—17, 
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It will readily be acknowledged, that if John 
and Jefus were joint deceivers, J^fus's coming to 
defire baptifm of John, muft have been an artifice , 
firft privately concerted between them. It i§ plainly 
incredible, that Jefus ftiould apply publicly to his 
Forerunner^ on fo particular an account; unlefs 
they had previoufly agreed upon this fiep, .for 
the iake of fome advantages, which they hoped 
to derive from it. So that, upon the fuppoiition cf 
any impofture, JbAii muft in reality have approved 
of Jefit$% requeft ; and bi^ refiiial at firft to hap^ 
tkse Jefus^ aa if it were moi-e proper that Jefia 
ihould baptize Him^ could be nothing more than 
a well-chofeD expedient, to preveqt the people from 
fufpeding any fuch preconcerted agreement be* 
tween them. 

What then eotsld thefe propofedadvi^Magesbe? 
A very litUe refle€i;ion upon the cafe wiU prefratly 
tonvinee us, that Jefus s being baptized by J^hn ; 
confidered only as to the nature of the tking itfelf ; 
was a ftep fo far from being calculated to promott 
the fucoeft of their fuppofed impofture ; tha^ if it 
(hould have any effeCt- at all upon the ofiiiiiOM of 
the people, it muft neceflkrily tend to prewnt it 
. John's baptifiii was plaialy borrMred * frortk 
tiiat, which the Jewi^ made ufe oi^ in the admif- 



 See note, p. 265. 
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fob df» heathen profelytes to the profeffion of Ju- 
da^cn ; and John b)ade ufe of hid, in A iimilai'' 

* Hianaer, Hot the adiniffion of hk difciples into at 
ftiU pi^rtf' profeiKon. This ^urpofe, to which' 

' bapfifia among' the Jews had always been applied i 
to^ber ^ifh £jme traditiond* gdneralfy received/ 
that'l^y fliouid all hehaptmed and purified'^ againtt 
ftie cofltting of the Meffiuh* ; had naturally con^ 
tinbuted :to pwAe the Jews conceive a very W^ 
Opimdn of the dignity and h<^ineft of arty p*tt^ 
pbfC,. irho was eomn^ilTioned to Uptize ; ^xA 
oDhfetjaentty to oon^iude, t^at thetecoUW not ft^T? 
gniu a ddgrM of purity and holinefs in thde, ^^IW 
Ihkm&lves ftood Jti x^A of hein^ bApiized by Irkiv: 
This bpit)ion mull fikewife heive prevailed^ parttcu*^ 
larly witli regard to all who fhould come tp be bap** 
tkedoijabn;^ as J^ uttB profeffediy no otfief'thian 
tfe f' bi^tifqi of Ffepentance, for the* remifl!on ^t^ 
*lt/fin»;" and of-wHksh therefore, thofe only wlib' 
bad a^ually finned could be thcmght to itaiid in' 
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y • •! The Jews; itfeehi^, bad oohcetviiddj op>ni6ii tl»t'tlky' 
we«r« aUeo Jba imfiixtd^ ^tiier by^in^ J^^lf^ btfiijilf, et Am)t} 
of bis retipucf k^^ufoit is faid^Z^ch. s^UU.l. ./' i^ti^ji^^ 
'^ tKere fliallj be a fountain opened to the ho^fe of D^vid^ an4 
** to th« inhabitants of' Jiruialem, for fyii and imcleannefe.'* 
Maeluiiglu't CcMin. £»a« ^8* Not. a» Mkn I «5. iSee Ligl»t«^ 
£901 ^9 the place^ IL $S2« 
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. What comperifon th^n mufi it neceflarily 
have been expeftcd the people would make, be^ 
tween the ckmraQerS' oi John and Jefits ; whea 
they beheld Jefus become a fu^pltant for hs^tifm 
to John? Wa$vthi^}a(^ftep calcwjatsedto preirent 
th^t ^tal niKtfiJc^9..^vhicb'!tbe pa>ple had afaieady 
|be\vn themfelves i^cline^ to- ^ ran inta; tint. o£ 
c^arding J^hn ifift^ad ef Jefits as the true Meffiah?) 
|tqw could im^^toT^ ei^pe£t the > people to recdii*^. 
cjile t^e feejning'^ij^peripijty of '^John^ ovtViJefut^ 
fx, point pf holinefeaad' parity ; ^idi^to thefi^ 
wouM, appear io plain, by Jf/elr^.siubinHtiiigi.tdlK^ 
l^tized by John; viith J(a^'#| owir^ dedaraitkm,;^ 
(philately made to them^ tbstt l}(S()lr$fi>n6t woHhy-te 
do^even the molt mer>iajt ^ces;4fcfeutitbe;perfi:)ri.br 

i. CovLD, ifjpv^tfeS ^j^a^ AlPiiorthy, cvcii 40 unda 
^ .latchet of /eyto's ihpes, .bft («. ipAftwi Of ib* 
fup^rior a d^iardifter, as. W Hifik^/J^* ^efilroualoP 
being ^fl^J^if/VeJ by;jna>?;:W*i(ll]ii:Qf theXe publtta 
declarations were the people to believe ; or rather 
how could they give any credit to Himy wIk) wa» 
the author of both? Above aH, ihbw could TWfey 
themfelves tliink it' wmild'-prOVe a-mor6 *ealy*1:*k/ 
to make the people bblieVe/ ^Ithat c/e/w^ was pe] 
trut MeJJiah? Ihould they .^v^ei them reafp^ to 
think, that he ftojod io fieed of. baptiiii:i froiii 

s V ..1 .' . One, 






One; vfho profeflWIy baptised ^ into' '* re{9etitance, 
-•' for tbt retniffion of fins?*- 

^ John's hefitating^ at 6rft, to comply with 
JkJSui's reque&y eouki mike no alteratbti in the re^ 
qtteftitfefcf ; Dor remove fo confidereble a ftiimblhig«> 
:lAock out of their way. Nor was any oth^i; t^onfe^ 
^enoe, to be expe6i;ed from this contAfmitCy but 
tint it wottki diftra£k the opiiiuMis of the people verp 
much about tiiem ; and induce many, from' tHts 
-timte, ta t^noeive but an inferior netidn of JeJMs 
Isimradter; lend'eatertaitt.ttefiroogeiifuiJHeions <jf 
(tie veratily'Of Joibi* - - • - '^- • "^ 

. *:.U jn»y hfllre. teljwortti .wkiU^ta dhfeTm^ tbatif JabJi-t #^ 

J^u/al to baptise JeiUs upon his ^firftjreqaeft^ was pu rally a^^i^ptitf?^ 

vance to prevent the Jews from fqfpe^ijig any deceit ; as it niitft 

lave been if John ana Jefu& vfCT^ deceivers ^ it fliould feem, at 

• >leaO, highly probable, that thoAi'o^ J</%^V (fllfcipl^s, wh^6 aflei^i 
Irards wrotaiUAorHia of hia' Hf^ ahdi^fktoft^, wotiMKhdt hsvi 

. given us accoupts'of J^Cm^^'^ Mn§.kipiiiied by. Joh&.| laMiuttt a) 
^he fame time recording, this rjf?(/ii of the *Rstp^tiil, at.fir% t^ 
<romply with his defne. If this artifice f(j€med*of n>omcJ4 
enough to be put in pradice^ nothing feems mor^ natural, thaii 

^ that they fliould kll^iavc thought prbper to rfecord It. Hl^ltl'eas 

\ k' appears in faa,ahat l^ugb etkrfbne of the cvatt^lilh'h'aivd 
f^ated Jefua's hemg .baplMBad >y Jbbcl i .^hijcl^ ia hfii^d means 
the cafe in fcver^-i of the.mofljinportant tranfadion^ ;)yet;;9;2a 
but Matthew has made the Iea(l,mention of John s rcfufal at firft 
to doit. • • • • . , * ^ 

See Matthew iii. 13; 15. Mark i. 9^11. Luke iii. 21, 22. 
John i. 32—^4., 
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Jf/!^; |Who could not fo^^g^omo* fl.tbe npft pre- 
ml^^^g]pm^^ oCTth^.¥^]|t>ke iiecifiiA tbofctileftep 
Mw i]ie^p DP >Y«i» ^. {^ahi^mitme.ini^l m to 

pitedi^. 100^84 !»( c»niitril}uti{^ »t aU to.itaiqipoitf 

9a^w^tb%n4H\ftita«^Qfit It? 

only to appear as the M^tak'^ JK4ti:mnm&^ tmckte 
preach concerning him ; but alfo» that be was ta 
J^ptiife Him, 'm perfimy teid nMtke bini knontn to 
tiie people. Perhaps theb the;y might HtiitikytlMLi 
the prevalence of thisi traditipu Jaid th^m un4er ^ 
necelglx oC ooofqrioojp^.t^jt ; .apd tb^i; ipwt cr«4it ' 

plaufibie m ^19 dbjeQkmniiay nt Igrft i^^ipMr ; thM 
own condu^ will fuffideaitly prove it ta be utterly 
ground lefs and falie^ 

6Wtod. l^ween them with /tfcib a defigB; tbey 
«H»ukl ujiquelticmably bs^^ made tbie'\A of it, in 
fopport of tbdir particular pretenfions, when apy 
fair opportunity occurred. la particular^ wImq^ * 
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* Se9 Wbitby on Matthew xi. 14>« 
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flhrjar ilfa^thoui^t propeiitoafiptel to dm iiiwfw$mu 
«t; aU;:r.vb]ch>' but Anr the £ikci di.^foa^ &sik 
jwdji^wr . ai; that ijtift metak^n^jj they coi|14 nmor 

flioft ^iertaiflly hM^ teen tM thtef :pi^t; xif 
^n^Mb tboy i)k>«)d hetve^^ itmlndlMl tl«& lewg. If 
4to^ jid^' the ftilfinkij^'af 4Mi tradllion 4b ne- 
ci^hry fe^fte ftiteefB bf f teir plot; ' tts, oir thfe 
keeoutdy p& do, what ih^ht ^tbenrtfe have been 
«tt»n<Md wMi'tftie moft fittejHdkifil effsfils i^ ffiieir 
eftolb $ it Mufi; '4)6' aNbrd to fdppcfe/ #iey eouM 
Mgkft makinj^ that nfe of k, for ^4Heb altw^ ft* 
¥Miu' 4efigiie4y when it had been aSluaSy accom* 
pliihed. 

YisT is 'tiiere notfeing more certain, than that 
iheyniUft'ha^ donefe ; fince, throughout all the 
OdTpids/ ttiere is not the leaft hint to he met with, 
eMittr of thifi fradkidn iffttf, or of its aeeompt^^ 
inKftf* Oft thia occafion. 

VtiM fton after Jc/us hati been thus bapri«ed^ 
we ftfid J&hn pnblkiy bearing witnefs to the truth 
rf bin dMne pretehfions. ^ This is he. of whoni 
*-H|>a;kef, he that comcth after me, is preferred 
•'before me*, 8tc.^ Again, he gives the* feme! 
teftimony to the deputation of 'Pharifees/ triioni 
Ae rulers 4cnt purpoftly to enquire of iiim f, wHtt 

i 

* Jofcn i. 15— 1» •f'idem i; 19— «8. 

,.j • he 
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\he himfeif WAS ? Bot on attitfaer of.tfaflfe.r eww i BlMhte 
xdccafiond does he give thtei the leaft hinc: (tf- fak 
'iiavmg ./vjlittMf any focfa tiadition:;; tir:ftceiig|d^ 
ttbe aiilbo^ of his oiiin .declmatioM. ii^jn^ihongh^ 
in anftvAf to their f«rthw t^oquky ; ^- !vrby; he bopf 
'^ ti^eci 1^, finoe be was neither the (^i^ijur 
'' Eiias, nor that pq9pbeitr" JbAf> t^pk ^caftrti 
to UAI^ theoii that tbei^ .ftQod. pqe'^fB^a^g^ttim}^ 
mhQ was fo highly pr^^red belfwj^.hiw; .yi^4id 
he m%iie no sn^ittioo at aU of hi»; Jbi^l^ ii^^tim^ 
Jefiss; and. much lefs ^\egp tim :tm^{^^&^hM 
^the accpiQpUlhment of my: rqc<^0(l ti*%|)|^(Ni^ 
amcernin^ the true M^kh, ai)d . his Qii)iQ%d 
Forerunner. .; ,:i. ^ 

Nat, when he once fl^hi^Hy, : re^kjd^ rthe 
people of the trm^&ifi^i itfolf^,; mAtB.mmn^'^ 
he utter, cQUcerning any tradition, whji^h by ti»9 
means had hem fnlfiUed. - <./^, JmfelfiMm^^ 
when, a long time after this„,i^e put f tte/ -J^ws 
in mind of the witaefe wh^h John h^d ^ft^ to 
him, was as filent, with cf ^d to thj^.^^^pcRii^ti* 
meat of this tradition^ BSt John had beet]^ before 
htoL And even the eyfUi^gel^U,; wbofe J^ojpnt 
euftom it is to inform us, that foch cp^irtifii^ar 
thing)}, came, to pafs, in cfTfJlf^r, that certain ; pcor* 
pbecies might be fulfilled ;|l)fiyp npithqp o£.t|ij^ 

** Jobs i. di«-*34i \ Johiij y< 3?-«*3S. 
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iriacie inecitktt of Bnf'tniiaAxxi as faiaying{bMn 
complifhed by this ev^it. )• ;"» ..t./ ^u .. * r 
; From < the In^tom ^ ft^thislHtnnffifiiaiirtijsai; we. 
imAAedj codAA^ ,ik^6iJiAit)iML}Jg/ks ioooldtaoti 
be deceivers : becaufe otherwife we muft niaiiih! 
tamiVrl^' t&d^^ iftgisediupOEijAiirifbp-wfthcuitiany 
b<»pe w. tDteotiim vpf . proGUtihg' irtie <lekit beMfjt hy> 
lbi;):at tfie;<ii]nQ tiiHe^ . ^t.^iey tcosld .not ibdt >^i;^, 
pfft, that it^ woald' dKltm&iBiid pallia i/^ 
peopli^^m^fSfieralr. Bix)utthe\v:fdifiiaStipr^m6GR$^ 

fAKk^ them^'csiadty: cdtnif)r6hettd ; ahd.thusjtseiy 
gtMiy: ottftiK)^* tbe fuccefs 4xf thek*: whole :plbt? 
.AtJleaftiithei^is ^t onepbffible ivay^.wfm&iim. 
concliftctn; ' Afld that is by: tfuppofing^ ' ti|Ett ' tliity 
tfftofiifliuig voice and ie^pedrance, /vviiidi was ob^ 
l||»i;ted immedktely afker ikfua ikmi baptiwd; was 
i^gthing more than the .eSeft of Tkfir exqui- 
Iftte IkiU and cunning: and. that the whole lefialr 
was - agreed on^ merely foi; the &ike of . eiiiibliibuigl 
ihrar credit^ by ihk wxm^rful tedtriimace. . And> • 
indeed/ could it be believed, that whaA. happened* 
oci'this oecafion^ r might p6ifibly be the efie& of hu- 
man contrivance ; ; no more were to^ be Md: Mint 
jyqght weH baptise Jefins ; in (Ktler it hive an^ 
dpportmlity <A imj^ofing upon : the ) pedple,' ' 'i^tlth 
ib marvellous a deceit, if they could perform it; 

• »v w :;ii'. L •; .: V .▼ nil )^ * how- 






hovewr pngudiciil to dnrcrodit, fadi « Aep aHf^ 
have been, without it 

Bdt that tiw ODUld 'Qbt-^oAUy be, is endbnt 
\h^ itnmtimi^a^ and-Jiie tatting of 

the.tfaing.- . • !•' " 

HJkii/niey ernitHtedcpdiOflpu^ efeuptifitea 
(i«c^ptmi ; Jefia w<)|fU oertfdiily ^Doter after h^ 
i^l^etkd tx» JiA«^8 toftimony ia his fimnoikr, :irkhaulr 
^ miking particiter! niMtic» of ! tbtt Tmrucmhus ^^ 
peannee^ i|t tbt.ti«ei Jt^nim was iopti&cd. .^Ue 
€01114: ml have HBtnbdtd; the Jew^ iaf Jiohn'a: aoliriBr 
tp the Bhaitties; ^ 5(6 Imt ;Uiqrto> JoHir^ nd jutt 
'^* tere witee& of iM * ;" witii9«it appeilUog Al4hi( 
finoe-tkna totba faft bfifore ua ; :fi> ebiich snoie^Qt/* 
TWpiQg^:than.ifiv^y.tl)bg.el^ itliBibi/b^n farid evet 
witb^flad in hts fivrxKir. He couU^ii^ Mpb.gom 
^ apfinliiig te his own .m^rh^^ yimmak. " tbeyt 
^' wme t greater wtteafie^ tfiao that of JOH3#9?r 
wttbout at the bxm^ timb .appoaiing rto j^^ tturacufi: 
loufi appeamiioe likcw^ ; Jt^tflch . ioa4 basn^ fo .focfr 
. ofiMiUy booag^t abotoV iik Hm laatit wAeo Jirib^ haik 

A$ for the imtur$ of il^.tbiiig, iwdnMad itolirv 
wfNBat what adaaily caoM to ^p^ ^t^ AsAgwm» 
ttfioir it ^^ Now when aQ the papple ^t^ere isifKT 
'^ tiae4^ f* <imM^ t» pafs^ -tM^ Jefis JbMig al^. 

ft 

. * JohQ ▼• 33. t John y« 3^* 

" bap* 



Seft. 4i joHir BsftrrxsT ^}^j> jews icwiist. iM 

I 

^^ baptized^ and pmyiii^ ^ klie btev^o iran, c^ieiidi 
^"^ aodlii^HoiyGhoftdeftinided ]n«bD(^ 
^ fike a dove^ upon Um^ And a voice caoie fraia 
*^ iieti^i ^biob Akid, Tfadu art my belov ed ibn^ in 
^> thee I am ^eU pleaied ^." It ^'oukl bt kUe to 
go abcMit ta demon&rate, tbat MJohn and J<ryM vr«re 
iiqport^iny the^^ could »ip^ have had the whole fyfteta 
of nature ai tkmv di^fal ; could not have cauftd 
tlie iky to open before a multitude, add fometbi^g 
vifible to defceaEid from it ; wbich^ after ligbtiog 
gentiy oa the bead of JefWy rerxiaio^ | tipcn bim.j 
could not have caufed a multitude to hear an articu- 
late voice^ coming as from heaven upon them. 
Thefe were effefls evidently beyond the rewli of 
human contrivance, fudh as the moft artful deceiir«ta 
could n^ver entertain the leaft thought of accom* 
pUlhing. 

Not to iafift therefore on the e^idenqe^ wbifih 
the mraCk it/elf affords ; a coniideration enlirdi^ 
foreign to the defign of this enquiry ; all the con* 
cluiion we would here draw from it, is, that nd 
views of contriving fuch a marvellous appearaac^ 
a& tkisi could be inftrumental in caufing J^im 
and Jefus to agree, that Je/ks flioold come to Joknj 
ih this tnamier, and be baptized. Thdr own con- 
dud: has likewife ihewo^ that they certainly did 

'- ^ Lvikeiiu 11,22. t Jobni.M. 
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M)t a|;fee upon tiuB ft*i\ ki order to fulfill toy 
ttudiium^' that prevailed at that time. ' • And as to 
the' no^irrir/'tendency of the tratifadion ilfelf ; .tiiat, 
we have feen, was fo far from being Kkely^ to en- 
dreafe tiieir credit, that they ti^emfelves niuft havei 
bdieved, if it had any efTeS; at all, it would fill 
the minds of the people with doubts and fufpi- 
icions about them. So titat as no reafons whatever 
ican be pit>dr 3d, for their agreeing to a6rin thit 
manner, ' confi ent with the point they had in 
^e w, if th^y were impoftors * ; and, at the fame 

time^ 

• * After what has been Aiggnftcd in this, and the preceding 
srttclc^ it muft needs become in a very high degree improba-* 
ble, that John and Jefus could be iinpoilors ; on this fingle 
account only ; that J^us baptized as well as Joktii For 
what elfc could impodors exped to f6Uow, from Jtfa^u 
baptising the people, when they had already recelnfed the 
kaptiim of John; and after Jefus himifdf too ha^ been bap% 
tUed by him ; but that it would unavoidably iiaeake the pcoplo 
belieye tliat Jefus himfelf regarded John's hapHfm^ as of no 
value or importance ; and, befides, by filling their ipinds with 
doubt and perplexity at fo unufual a condu^, be a great 
means of prcVetitii^ithem fttm evier becominfg' hearty friendu 
fo thttir caufe ? ; JD^ceivefjB ooufd cxpfe^t nothing elfe, by thia 
means, but to \yeaken very |;reatly the autbouty they had 
hitherto ocfjuirod ^ and |it all events to obftriiA the fucccfs of 
all their jJint'defignsl And ikrcbrdihgly thus it happened. 
For foon after Jefus began to baptize the people in Judea 
(John iii. M»)\ vMieJokn was dbinglthe fame at £non» 
u^^ to Siilira (23.) ;— ** There arofe a queftion between 

" foraa 
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tiinie, many obvious and important confiderations 
(9ccury wbich m\i& Iw/e deterred tbem from it; 

-it 



" fome of John's difciples, and the Jews, ftbout purifying, 
(Ibid. 25^). That is, in other words, when the Jews faw Jtjv4 
baptizing as well asJc^^n ; he whom John had him felf baptized, 
now taking upon him to refaaptize the difciples of John, and) 
tbis too withoat any oppofition from him ; unable €o account' 
for fo unuCoala i^ndud, any other way, ^hey ofcjeded to JtMs* 
fuirticular foilowess ; that if Je/us was empowered to do iki9i' 
they mufl no longer pretend, th^at the baptifin of their own- 
Mailer was of any ufe or importance (^ee Mackmght's Comm. 
&^. 21.). That this would be the confeqqence of their Boik 
baptizing^ in the. manner they now did, wasfo obvious, that it 
in incredible any fuch impodors could have agreed to do fo. 
But, even could thk be thought poiSble ; it fnuft at leail bo. 
allowed, that they would have taken care to fumiih their owi» 
immediate followers, with fuch an aufwcr to this obvious and 
piaterial objedion ; as might enable Thenty at any time, to 
filence the fcilipke of the people about it. If they could not 
do this, they would have laid aiid^ the defign. But even tbi« 
loo they certainly did not do ; for John's difciples, it appears, 
were unable to give an anfwer to the objcdion ; and came to 
their mailer complaining,, *' Rabbi, he that was with thee be* 
^* yond Jordan, to whom thou bareil witness, behold, the fame 
M baptizeth, and all men come unto him*" — Thu9 remarkably 
docs every particular in ihe condu^ of John and J^s contri- 
bute to prove, that they could not poflibly be deceiver^.. 

What has here been obferved will likewife Icrve to illuArato 
very greatly the truth of the coi>clufion eAablifhed in the^r^ 
fedion of this Part ; from the consideration, that John never 

at- 
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it muft be confefledi that Jtfwh cdmrng ta Joka^ 
and beii^ baptized by hitn^ in the maHMiei* he w»v 
ie indeed a very ftrong collateral proof, that they 
could not be deceivers. 

nUcflipted t» fterferro Any 1mrae:U9U9 work*. Tke only fuj^pd^ 
fition €aptibl6 of beiilg ibtre mkikof though at tha fame time it 
prove4 i4^o)tttely grlmiidl^s^ (o reconcile that fa)6l with the 
exiiUnce f4 fin iropofturt, was, that Jokn might refmo from 
working w<mdcfi> for fear of diftra^ing the judgenttnt of tbiir 
people between Jefw and Himfe^. But now, when we fee that 
Jokm bdpCiz6d Jtfut^ and yet Jefu9 rebaptized the dilcip^es of 
J^h^i d prance which it wasobviotiSy could not fail to fill the 
minds of the pcvple uTitk doubts atfMl perple?sity dbottt them i 
i^9 iaUSt elmie is fufficrent t* ceatince us, it eouM 910^ have tMcor 
agreed between theni» that Je^ fhonid' deprrro hinifel/ of £» 
great an advantage^ as that of working winders, trpvn any fucl^ 
accoimU 
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John's bnfiver to the deputation ^om the Sanhe^ 
drim ; and a particular in Je/us's cotiduB reUh 
tiDe to iti 

'When John had how contiilued to llifew him- 
felf to th^ people, for fome fpace bf time, and 
very foori after his baptizing Jefics, in the manner 
we have juft how feen; fuch ah opportunity' of* 
fered itfelf to him, of rhakihg knOwh his divine 
preterifions to the very chief of the pebpl^; and 
preparing the way for Jefus, who was lioW be-- 
ginning to appear; as, had they been joint de* 
ceivers, John muft have beeh extremdy deiirous 
to obtain. ' , 

" The Jews* feiit Priefts and Levites from 
" Jerufalem ;" to Bethabara beyond Jordsm, 
where John was then baptizing ; " to alk him,- 
*^ who art thou?'' and it will be well worth our 
while to obferve how he conducted bimfelf upon 
this critical occafidn. ^* And he confeffed, and 
'* denied not, but confeffed I am not the Chrift, 
*f And they aiked him, what then? Art thou 

• John i. 19— 2S. 
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£lia» ? Atk} he faith, I am not Art thou that 
Prophet ? and he anfwered, no. Then faid they 
unto him, who ^rt thou ? that vfre may ^ve an 
anfwer to them that fent usw What fayed thou 
** of thyfelf ? He fj^id, I aiB ti^e voice of one cry* 
" ii^ in the wildernefey make ftraigbt the way of 
*^ the Lord ; as faid the prophet Efaias. And they, 
** which were fent were of the Pharifees. And 
'^ they afted him, and faid untx> him , wl^ \^p* 
f^ tizeft theq then; if thpu be not that Chrift, 
" nor £Ua39 neither that Prophet? John anfwered 
" themj, faying; I baptize with water: but there 
" ftandeth One among you, whom ye know not ; 
" he it isJ^ who, coming after me, is preferred be- 
** fore me ; whofe Ihoes latchet I am not worthy to 
" unloofe." 

WiiEN it is confidered, who thofe perfons were, 
with whom we find John^ on this occafion engaged ; 
it will reprdil^f be feen, in whe^t manner ^n impoftor, 
in bis circymftances, muft have bjehaved. Inft^a^ 
of being cafuajly applied to by fome of th^ multi- 
tude ; he wag now addreffed by deputies fent pur- 
pofely from the rulers therafelves: and thefe tpo 
not indifcriminately appointed, but Priejis and 
Lcvit£s; men of knowledge and Ikill in ajl facred 
luatters ; and in fine, men of the ngipft reputed jind 
Ikilful feet, Pharifees. Inftead of being aiked for 
his inftruaion in an eaiy point of fpiritual advice ; 

the 
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the queftioa^ to i^ch thej required ah inimediate 
cmd categorical aafwer^ was no lefs than this^ 
what partkulajT divine chafaSer he prete£tded ta 
alTume ? 

Questioned upon ib important a poirft, by 
tiiofe who were beft aUe to judge of the truth of 
bis preten&>ns, aiM would certainly examine them 
with the otmoft rigour; by thofe Hkewife, who 
w^te capable of being his moft ferriceable friends ; 
but ottierwife were fure to be hb moft potent 
and inveMferate enemies; in what manner muftr 
Joh?tj if an impoftor, have replied to their de- 
mands ? To gke na determinate anfwer to fuch an) 
embafiy, after having talien upon him to baptize 
Ike people^ and utter prophecies; would have 
been betraying, the caufe he was embarked m^ and* 
a tacit confeffion of his deceit He muft therefore 
haye declaored, zvlua divine chara^er he took upon 
faim* 

He would Mewife have employed all his art 
and ingenuity^ not in enumerating only^ but in* 
lUuftratiiig all thofe proofs he had been iable to 
devife^ for the foundation of his pretenfions ; and 
in urghig them to tibie beft advanta^. And i^ 
he very well knew, that thefe deputies from the 
Pharife^s came prepofiefied againft him; if be Was 
able to allegt any circumfiances^ likely to remove* 
ibsk perfomd prejudices, 1» could not hdv6 nte^ 

Us gleaeji 
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gleCted to throw in thefe likewife ; in order to in- 
duce therti to examine the proofs, on which he 
refted his claim to infpiration, with more candor 
and impartiality than he could otherwiie expeft- 
This attack was what he muft have looked for, 
from the beginning ; and therefore muft have been 
long provided with his anfwer. ^ And the oppctt*- 
tunity it afforded him, to try what couW be done 
with the chief prie/is and /)A^nyee^;if not to de- 
ceive; at leait to puzzle and confound them ; waB 
what he could by no means have neglefted. 

•Thus, had John been a deceiver, when he re« 
ceived this embaify from the rulersy his firft caare 
would naturally have been, to turn the facred pro- 
flpffion of the mefiengers theitkifelveQ, as well as 
thofe who fent them, to his own advantage; by 
making them conceive of Himfelf yvith more re- 
fpe€t than before. To this end he would have re- 
minded them, that He too was by birthright a 
prieft of the God of Ifrael, as well as themfelv^ ; 
and the fon, of no lefs honourlible a prieft, than 
Zacharias ; who muft yet have been well remem- 
bered among them ; and who had lived ' and died 
with the reputation of unblemiihed virtue, and in- 
tegrity. 

Th£n he would have recounted to them at 
large, all thofe aftoniihing events that ' imd hap- 
pened to his Parents: ov 9X leaft were by maoy 

be- 
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Iw^ved to have happened to them ; from Zacha^ 
ria£s lofi of fpeech- in the temple, to his recovery 
of it again, at the time of his own circumciiion. 
Ah<i he would have referred them to the neigh- 
bourhood where Zaf^rim had lived, and where 
all thefe things had been noiied abroad at the very 
time, for a full confirmation of the truth of all he 
advanced. Above all, he would certainly have 
given tliem a very particular account, both of the , 
Angetsy and his Fathers prophecy, concerning 
Hiptfelf; as thefe prediftions were the fole foun- 
dation of whatever he might pretend to ; and very 
minutely pointed out that particular charafter, in 
which he npw appeared. ? 

Such wOuM certainly have been the anfwer of 
John <o- the * Priefts and Levites, had he been a 
deceiver. ' 'But- J6hh, it appears, adopted • quite a 
t&ntrdry part. He declined making ufe of even 
thoie fair and obvious means in his power, to re- 
friovfe, -or at leaft leffeh, their prejudices againft • 
htti^/^ '^e .chofe to fupprefs ; for oh this occafion 
it-was impoffible'for him to forget ; all thofe mar- 
velfbus events,' wfnch ^"^fere believed to have accom- 
panied his conception and birth; and which, if 
he Xvas'lt deceiver, muft have been the only^ and 
long-laid foundation of all his prefent attempts. 
Nay? he not only refiifed to allege Zacharias's^ 
and the ^i2^e/V prophecies in his own behalf ; but, 

Us even 
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l»6 1)6 kftew wight be iqtefprefed by tb^ pb&rii^, 
»q4 indeed by any po^ t^ b^ ^Qntra4i3(>ry (Q 
Itbew. 

. ^:^z jingel, it hftd h^^ p^bUcIj .ft$r«94» l»4 
forietQW tQ Zaohari^, ^- tbftt  Jplm ftoyld gt? btfr 
^' f(wp fh^ IrfOpd, ia the fpvit Zfs4 ppwer of Elia^/' 
^i|t whdn th^ loeiTepgers put t|^ qijf fiioii (9 /(^^i; 
hupfelf> ^^ Art thpq Elias P" Wh»t ^qfwef 4)4 ^^/^^ 
give ? if 6 faid, " I am not" 

Now it is true indeied the, Jews in gpner^ ^t 
pe^ed, jtbat EUas f the T^fhbite^ bia^fe^f ; b^i wbQ 
. ^pd been fo diftinguifljed a prqpb^t a^^iiQ^ tb^n, 
^bove eight hundred years befpre i yf^^ |9 tie tb# 
ideutifc^l perlbQ> who would appear agaift 1k> i)ibcF 
}n the M^lfkk^ And confequeotly^ as t)^ iPf^-^ 
gers, by the^v queftioPi Rieaiit |Q ^ Johfi^ w))^* 
|her k^ was '> that yery Elias;'' J^lm^ Jui^Jm 
Jkn^w their i^eaning, migl^l; yery truly 4eclfi{f , ^^ j^ 
^^ was not/' But for this very .T^^M<>% ^<S% ^m 
Jews in general expefted EU^ hf^ijfl IP cgiH 
againj aiyi. Pot any o/^r periijp, ii> ^ (^ ||£t«r 
j!fi»2i/<?r to hi?i it was pl^i^v ^<»il wlipl^ Wr« 
beard of the revelatioos giY^QUt^at/^Vl)!!^ 
ffight b^ye im4erftq94 theqins fpQ^^ lNR94i»t^jr 

* Luke i. 17. 

t See Whitby on Mattlicw iLl. 1-k I^ightfoot, TI. ft29, 18$, 
|Q9 ; and {. ^2li. Ppcock oi^ NioiK ITf 4* 
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fider JiPfAnV in^er, upon tbis ocesifioiii as 
contoftdiSxxry to thmu And e^rea fotb a«i 
heard <yftk|fdAiigel'g ps^hecy to 2Saioh<iHas, might 
probijblf > conider tbia aafwer es a plain dedara* 
ti<»i ftbm «/^^ himfeE thai the o^e of U/fdt be^ 
longed inot to Him* Nor was it poOSbte for J^kn 
bimfelf t0 hav« been igoonint of this^ or laot a'^am 

of it-'- .;•.;.• ^^ 

. CaH' ft liien be cenctired^ that an mipaofioi^ 
l«3i]ng'idistim to /i» rery charaSlier 'and . c^ee; 
wwitd haiKe given wen embttfTy of ti)e pbairsA^es ftKh 
«af imfiwQr its- thi^ to ati enquii^ wbiob Struck dif 
rsifiify at the very fooiidadon of aii hi§ claims Pr O^ 
ceokl the yaise deceiver, wba niuft bave beenfo 
extremely defirqas to be libe EliaSf \\\ his wMto 
Appesranoe! and condofty a£ even to imitate hith 
in die partkulaaritp of hta ttofe"^ it£^fy co»ldlf4 
fimd- the pridfts bftck wilii ftich an aofnrer to the 
ftdicrSj aeiie^iiireli knew woald appear. b)iia9%, fo 
be sm utter di&Iaiitaixg^ of all conu/eSiidn with the 
cbart&er and office of Elms ? 

It was tioae dbablitfbed opimon, that Elmm\k% 

iiSi come. Mtherefore JbAw was orily a do©^ver„ 

bis kotclntbn sdu& bavd beei), eillior to pai^ Ibis 

ihat vmy £lia», whom the whole nation through 

^  - .  " •. .. K . .■ , 

* Sie note, p. 254. 

U 4 Wiiftake 
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miftake expefted; or he imift hwh cte%ied to 
convioce the Jews, tbfit they jpifiiadeFHood'.' the 
prophecies conoeming Elias; and Ibal.^i? hio^Blff 
though not that very Eliast whom they exped;ed, 
and aflced him after; waa in && tbi^ wry ptsrfim 
foretold under his nan^. Any pretends . to tfaie 
chara3;er, of EUa$ was under an abfolute necdiity 
of adopting one, or the other^ of thefe plans. i 

If he plainly denied himfelf to be the perfim, 
whom they all expefibed ; and at tiie ftme time 
made ufe of no endeavours to convince tb^n^^ that 
they expelled a perfon^ who really was ato^ to ap<^ 
pear ; it is evident he did not try to procune^ him^ 
fisdf the leaft chance for fucceft. The only oonle^ 
quence of this dondufit could be •. no o^r than 
this; that his prefent preteniions, as well as all 
that had been before publi&ed about him, wo^ld 
be regarded as the effed; of artifice and impoftuve.^ 

His feeming to them to deny himfelf to be 
ather pf thofe perfons, whom the Jews expensed 
to appear, before the coming of the Meffiah him? 
felf ; joined to his giving them a very fhort acr 
count of what he really pretended to be ; could 
not but contribute very greatly to prevent botib the 
pulers and the people from believing in him, as 
the M^fiaKs Forerunner ; and confequently, to^ 
taJlv prevent his teftimony from inducing them 
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* 

to receive JefU^ in* the charaftcr'of the Meffiak 
bmfeff* . • ^ 

View the thing iilt whstt^ver light we' can; is» 
it not utterly incredible, that a counterfeit of the, 
Mfffiah's Forerunner' fho^\d not' profit htmfelf of 
the univerfal petfuAfion ; by pret3endii;ig to he that 
%fery J^Uag, whom the wbol^ Jewifti people iwas al- 
ready diipofed to aci^fiowliscige and believe?;) That 
tie Ibould refuie to apply iq important a prepo'iS^f**, 
fion to the furtherance of- his own impoliure^ whict^ 
was abfolutely grounded upon it, is on all confi- 
derations cleai^ly incredible ; but certainly, not to 
conform in tliis point, to the univerfal belief and 
expeOl^on ; and yet, at the fame time, to life no^ 
means whatever to reipove it ; would have been a 
condu6t fo apparently abfurd in an impoftor, as, 
we cannot he^tat^ to pronouac^i' no impoltor could 

purfue*» ' . 1 . 

How- 

• At the fame time it is certain, that John's denying him- 
felf to be EliaSf on this occaflon, is perfe6ily oonfiftent with 
his true character, if he was really the divine Forerunner of 
the Mefliah. " That the Baptifif on being aflced if he was 
EUiu^ (hould have aniWered in the* xiegatiye, needs'ndt to hh 
thought ftrangc ; if the perfons, who put the queldi'oit to him, 
believed, that Elias, the Ti/hbite, ' was coming perfonally from 
heaven to ufher in the Meffiah. For though the name of Elias 
did triply belong to John; Malachi having called him thereby | 
)ie was not the perfon whom the people expe^d^ and the priejh 
. , meant t 
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However, for a moment let us negleft thU 
confideration/ and turn to a particular in the con* 
du£fe of J^s^ which relates immediately to tliis of 
John. 

WHATirvsit cbara6l;8r John puMix^y afiumed, 
or denied ; this at leaft is certain, that ifJe/iis and 
Ite were joint deceivers; and we haTe.feen long 
ago, that they muft liave been confederates, or 
no impoftors at all j Jejus could never Ipeak of 
Johfis peculiar divine charafter, in fiicb a man- 
ner, as he knew wouW, in alt probability, be inter- 
preted, a9 direSly contrcKSRory to what Ja/nr had 

wmntfwh^n tUy lOktd hin^ mtthm£lwar' M^la^f* 
Commv fed* 18« note. 

** His meaning therefore is only this : I am not thai Elias 
jW ptrfoUf xvhom you expe6! ; nor am I fuch a prophet as, in 
tk« (iayi'of Hie Mefliah, yoa expeft lo rife from tlie dead!/' 
l¥hitby on Matthew xi. 14. from Pocock, vol. I. p« 1$/^% It 
]» pbin therefore, that \i John had anfwered, YiewiuEUa$; 
lie moft likewife have taken pains to fliew the priefts^ that they 
weiemiftakeu in their notions of tluU EliaSf who was to come. 
But to attempt convincing the Sanhedrim* that tAey were mif^* 
taken in the actions of Hat prophet, whom they fent to dk 
kiro, whether tie was; was what the irvc Foieiui^iier.ef thfr 
^ffiah, might weU know would be fruitleis and vaia. Ue 
therefore reiexred this deputation of the pricllsy and through 
them the whole Sanhedrim, .from whom they came, to Jfaiah^ 
fov a true account of his Office; and left them to the honeft 
vfe of thofe lights they were puffefii^ vf, to deterniMie %bQ 

iaid 



&id of himjCidf. /oAmV deo^ing him^f to be 
j;i;ia« in the nianner be dkl, was a particular of 
iiiob canfequeoce, a3 he could not liave di^tat^ 
milked to put ia pradace, without Jtfuis lcnov« 
lodge and coofent. When therefore Joim had de- 
daicd^ that he \\t& wxt Elias; had the3f: baafi im- 
po^a, Jis/iis could not afterwards have affirmed, 
that he tx^as. Yet thisy it appears, Je/m a&ilalfy 
did. 

Jossr, as iise hav^Juft ieen, declared tote 
piififts, without any particular explauation of tus 
ipeaniii^, that he was not EUcuf : and addk^ onlj, 
that l^ was the voice of one crying in the wil« 
dearne^> a$ iaid the jHrophet JE^io^; left tiiem to 
d^^^feen&ine further about him, by themfelws. But 
&>me time after this, upon oceafion Q£Je/ks-s re« 
^iviag Srom him a very remarkable melTage, hf 
two of ]m difciptes ; Jqfits took the opportunity te 
difiicant very minutely upon the real charafter of 
Jgim, .. Axid after having affirmed, '^ that am^a^ 

- ^ allf who were born of women, there had nofc 
^' arifen a greater prophet than John the Baptii^;^ 
hi dpfiid hia remarkable account of hiwi, with 
tbift mo& onphatieal declarati^Q : ^^ ib)d> if yOk 
^ will receive it, this is Elias whioh was bo& 

- ^ TO QQMjs. }|e that hath ears to hear, let him 



t 




t Matthew xi. 14, 15. 

Nothing 



800 THE DtVllJJt MISSIONS OF Part IIL 

iNoTHiNG could be mote emphatical, tlian thi£^ 
ciedaration; nor, according to the notion, whicb^ 
the people erttertained of EiiaSy coxM any affer^:^ 
tkm' feem more contradi8x>ry, to what Jo/m hack 
faid of himfelf. True indeed it . is, that John wa^k 
not tfmti EltaSy aboat \Vhdin he was queftioned f 
and equally trAe^ tbat> he was that:EliaswAQ wa9, 
for to conie^ . So that there was no real inconfii*-* 
tency between what Jefus faid of Johriy and wbc^ 
He ha4 before faid'Xjf hitnfelf.. But to the people, 
John, and Jcfus were well apprized, that in tbi$ 
there muit appear .a plain contradidion, fo long^ 
as they retained their* prefent opinion of EUa^'- 
Nor could they therefore, if impoftors, have aA' 
&rted any thing of. fo muck: confequence^ in t€rnis,> 
w>ich they Jcnew, might be thought contradi^ry^ 
to each other ; without at the fame^ time uiing' 
fiich arguments, as they muft have prepared Ibi^ 
this very purpofe, to: convince the Jews, that' 
they had tak^n/up a falfe opinion ofthAt Etias, 
who was indeed to come before the arrival of the 
Meffiah. , . : : . . - * 

/ FpR what could they exped; the.i>e6pleto.tfaink,i 
if they fliould' think, at all upon the matter, icon* 
caning two pretenders to. divine infpiration and* 
authority.; who feemed to them plainly^ ta con- 
tradi£i each other ; and this . too, in a ' points of 
no lefs importance, ,tjian the ver^i nature of that 
. . pro- 
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prophetical chai'aQjer j which One of. them affumed ; 
and upon the reality of which, his evidence, irt 
favour of . the other, depended ? However this 
feeming coptradiftion did, . in feO:, pafs unohferved ; 
in the nature of the thing itfelf, it was very highly 
improbable, that both priefts and people fhould 
air overlook .it. Nor can any fuppofition be 
'much more incredible than this ; that two the 
moit fubtil pretenders to divine infpiration, ihould 
delibeFately refolve to run the hazard of fuch 
a feeming material contra(S8ion; and, for no 
end whatever, ' fiirriiih every one with fo ftriking ab 
argument for reje6ting them^ as conviCled impof- 
tors. 

In Ihort, John, who replied to the embaffy of 
the priefts in fuch a manner, as he knew, would 
appear to them to be a refufal of any of thofe cha- 
racters, in fome one of which, he likewife knew, 
the whole nation expeSled the Me/JiaKs Forerunner 
to appear; and yet did not fo much as intimate 
to them, that they themfelves had formed any er- 
roneous expe6bations about him; could not be 
the crafty afTociate of a counterfeit MeJJiah, Nor 
could JefiiSy who exprefsly attributed fuch a title 
to JohUy as he knew might appear • a plain con- 
tradiction to the teftimony, that John had already 
given of himfelf ; be. a pretended MeJJiahy afting 
in concert with John ; who was to prepare his way 

before 
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before hiin, by ajl&iining tbe part of his Fw^ 
runner *. 

* Beffdes what hatf been faid to (h«w, ftiat if /o^ and Sefiu 
lad bfen impoflorsy tb* Oi(e ccmld not bave refufed the chat* 
nAer of £lia»y nor the Other hare afterwfords attitboted k f» 
bim ; without at the iame tinije entering into a particnlar ex« 
planation of the exa6t charader^ which they meant by tkat 
name ; it is well worth our notice, that J^/us^s manner of. 
fjpeakfng, on thi» occafion ; ** if tf^ wiS receive ity tliti is Elidi^ 
wfaich was i^t to co!tD»'f' flaiitly fiicrwSy tb«e he tboittghtib<» 
lieople wouM not believe Jolm wtt the trae KUm m^ yM A 
the fame time we find» that he took no paint to convince them 
that he really was. What could be more oppofite than this- to 
the neccilary condu6l of an impoilor 7 
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A viry peculiar charn&er and (ffice €tfi:ribed h 

Jefite A^ John. 

OO inconteftable docs the <firme bfpimtlott of 
John and Je/us appear, that there is fckfce a 
word or a6tion recorded of the formef; which; 
upon a clofer tnfpection, ^iB not fumith uswith 
fome ftrong collateral proof of the integrity of 
B^th ; by multiplying the abfurdities^ that muft 
fbllow, from fuppofing them to have been impof- 
tors. 

Thk next day j after the prifefts and fevites had 
been fent by the Sanhedriiii, to enquire of Jakit^ 
who he was; "John feeth Jefus Coming unto 
^ Mm, and faith ; beboW the Lamb of God, 
*• which taketh away tlie fins of the world *. 

And again, the next day after, John ftood, and 

two of his. dilcfple»; and loofcrhg^ upon Jefiis^ 
•* as he walked, he faith, • behold the Lahtbt of 
•^Godf/' 

Now had John and Jefiut beat deceirers, it h 
trident, that all fucfa remarkable declaratiofKr dt 
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Either J concerning the peculiar divine cbarad;er 
and office of the Other, muft have been firft fe- 
cretly agreed on between .them; with a view of 
promoting their reception, in thofe particular cha-* 
rafters, which they thought fit to afcribe, in tins 
manner, to Each Other. And this obfei'vation is 
the more particularly applicable to the inftance 
before us; becaufe the very peculiar charafler 
here giv^n to Ji^yXw*, by his aflbciate, made no part 
of any . of thofe divine revelations, which, were 
given out, as having preceded, and accompanied 
his birth. So that, as none of thofe prophecies 
were at all concerned in the cafe, which they. might 
think themfelves . under a neceliity to fulfill ; it 
muft have been mertly the benefits they expefited 
to arife, from publicly giving J^us this very re- 
markable appellation, that could induce them to 
agree to do it. . 

Is . it poflible then^ that John's unexpected and 
repeated declaration of this new part oi.Jefms 
character^ now before . us, could bc^ agreed on 
between them, from the hopes of a-ny fidyantages 
to be derived from it? Could it be thought cai^ 
pable of inclining the Jews to receive Jejus. the 
more readily for the tme Meffiah? The cha-» 
ra3er here afcribed . to Jefm, that , of " the 
" iiamb ofGod, which taketh away the fins .of 
^^ the world;'' evidently and dir^ly alluded to 
. - the 
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the daily /acrifices oflfered up in the temple at Jeru- 
falem, for the whole people ; as well as the reft of 
tht^n-offerihgs appointed in the Jewilh law *. In 
all which the death of the viBim was reprefented as 
the meansj by which the J^n of thofe, for whom it 
was offered, was taken axcay : for, in the Jewilh law, 
mthout Jhedding ofbhod there was no remjffionf. 

If therefore any notice ihouM bg taken of this 
remarkable chara6ber afcribed by the Baptiji to 
Jefia ; which, from its novelty, it was highly pro- 
bable there would; as Johris repetition of it plainly 
Ihewed, he was very defirous there might ; it was 
impoilible, for the Jews to put any other interpreta- 
tion upon it,' than this ; that Jefus was one day to 
be publicly put to deathy as an atonement for the 
fins of alU 

But was this fuch an account of the defijrn of 
Je/hs*s coming into the world, as an impoftor 
could imagine, would make the Jews more ready 
to receive him, for their long-promifed MeJ/iah ? 
Or even, was this fuch a catajirophey as would cor- 
refpond with the received interpretation of thofe 
prophecies, that had been given out concerning 
JefuSy at tlie time of his birtli? In particular, 

ft 

* See Liglitfoot and Whitby on the place. Lewis's Heb« 
Antiq. b« iv. ch. 4 and 6^ 

f Epiftle to the Hebrews, ix. !?2. 

X could 
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could Je/ks imagine, that the Jews would coofider 
this as an accompUfliment of that prediQ;ion ; that 

* 

be ihould free them from all their enemies, and fife 
on the throne of his father David? The contrary ia 
too notorious to admit of queltion. 

How then was it poffible, that the ^^ Jbrcr 
runner qf a pretended Mefiah^ could fet himfelf to 
inculcate into the people, fuQh an opinion con-* 
cerning his AiTociate's real cl^arafter and defi^is, 
^ was alone fufficient^ fbould they believe it, to 
make them immediately 7'ejeQ him ? Or what coul4 
be more oppofite to every conceivable defign, an 
impoftgr could entertain ; and confequently, what 
more impoifible for an impoftor to do ; than to tak^ . 
pains to make the people believe;, that the very mp? 
tive and defign of all his aS:ion3 was, t0 precur^ 
himfelf to ke put to death ? This furely, if itny thing 
could be fo, mull have been impoffible ; and there^ 
fwre, neither John^ who afcribed this chara©«r anc\ 
office to Jefus ; nor Jefus^ whofe reception and fuo* 
ceis it fo immediately coaceroed, could po£^bly bo 
adweivWi 
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A remarkable particular in John'^ miduSt tg 
Herod, cori/idered in its relation to Jefus. 

The evangelifts have not exprefsly informed 
us, how long John continued preaching in public 
and baptizing the people. , But thus much is cer- 
tain, that the purity of his doClrine, and the fanc- 
tity of his life, had procured him the higheft efteeiji 
and veneration ; as well wdth Herod himfelf, as the 
whole people; while he was ftill publicly converfant 

with them. 

What opinion Herod had of his integrity, and . 
how great an influence JoJin had over him, we 
learn from ttie jevangelift Mark; who has not 
fcrnpled to aflert, " that Herod feared John, 
" knowing that he was a juft man, and an holy ; 
•* and obferved him ; and when he heard him, h^ . 
'* did many things, and heard him gladly ♦." No 
ftrouger. proof can be defired, of that gi^eat 
veneration which Herod had conceived for bim, 

• Mark vi. 20. 

X a than 
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^an bis being pleafed with, and lifiening to, tli^ 
jadvice of One in a ft^tion of life, fp very f^x belqw 
him, as the Bapti/i. 

And how univerfal his authority wasr with the 
people, 13 evident from the condu€b of the priefts i 
who, fome time after his death, w'erg afraid the 
people would have ftoned them, ftiould they ven« 
ture to fay be wj^ an impoftor *. Jofephm like-r 
wife makes honourable mention f of him, as one 
whp taught the people the neceffity of virtue and 
true holinefs : and adds, that his influence over 
them was fo great, that Herod himfelf wa3 fearful 
of him, left \\p Ibould excise a revolt j and therefore 
cpnfiqed him, 

|^p§sE53Ep of fuch icredit botl) vf\^ the prince 
apd tlie ppople, what conduft wQuJd the fecrel^ 
Affociatt of a pretended Mefliah, at this tjpie, have 
purfucd ? i Jqfus^ wljo affunied tlie charaQ^er of 
the Me/^ah himfelf y had pot appeared fp long or^ 
the pubjic ftq.ge ; l}is credif rpmaiped yet to be 
eftabliftipd ; ?md upon^ hk fuccefs, at laft, muft 
jthe eveiit qf thejr joint undertal^ing i^navoidably 
depend. The cxdSt^ For^rtinner therefore woul4 
rtowy mqre than ever, haye employed alt hi§ art^ 
%o keep that influence he jiad already acquired; 
^t once, cijnningly inftilling into the people fuch 
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notions as were beft calcalated to ferve hb fecret 
defigns ; and pra6tifing every artifide upon Hero4 
t6 preferve bis prote6tidn and kindnefs vimnterrupted. 
The more popular he was, the more cautious he 
would certainly hav6 been of incurring Herod's 
Jealoufy, or. difpleafure ; for fear of blafting at once 
.all their preconcerted defigns, when they were, at 
length, in fo fair a way for fuccefs. ; . 

B(J,T how oppoiite'to all this, was the conduSt of 
John the B^ptj/i. At, this critical poiat of tinie, . ia 
tiiis peculiar fituation ;: : when both ^^. ^7^, and h^ 
Conj/e4irate\9 iateteft jabfolutely required biia to ^6t 
in the rnaander juft dci^ibed ; he even procei^Q4 tp 
reprove . fferod himfklf^ for the wickednefs of hi# 
life; and charc^ed him with tlie untawfubefs of bis 
jDOit da^Ung pleafures, in (o particular ^ inftance ; 
bis nxarriage with Herodi4s*j his hrothei; ^Fhilip^s 
wife; that be could expeft nothing lefs in return, 
ftom' Heroes violence qf teipper, and Herodias's 
influen(:e, thao intprifpn^iqnt and death. ^ An4 
apcqrd^ngly we findy thu. Herod immediately im^ 
l^rlfoned /oA«> on account of Herodiasj as weU 
as, acco^dmg to Jofephus^iox fejur be might attqmpt 
to bring on a rejVolt : mA^ Merodias^ as it was na* 
lural toexpeCi ftie WQuldai &on after acj^pmpliihed 
his death. , 

'• .  ' 

• Mark vi. If, IS, Ip. 

^ X 3 An 



did tHE DrVI5rE MISSION* OF Pirt 111 

An impoftor, in JbAws particular fituaiion, 
V:ouId not but have refle6bed, at the fkft thought of 
to dangerous a ftep^ as that which occafiooed 
Johns death ; that it was not his own immediate 
afliftance onli/j of which his AJbciate would be 
deprived, by ids deftniftton ; though this along 
Would have been fufHcient to prevent him from 
adopting it But he would befides have confi- 
dered, that his own impriionment ancl death, 
^ould * probably ilrike fiich a panic into the 
people ; however zealous* they had before been ifi 
his favour; as would reftrain them from liftenin^ 
Afterwards to Jefus^; or p^faig the feme regard, 
they ini^t other wife have done^ to fe> ^pttt^n^ 
fions. '  ' ■' 

NaV nothing was ino^e probable, thaii liiat 
jt^tis public iriiniftry being put to fo ignODniniouft 
ah end- would even deftroy that good opinion of 
John hitnfelf, which they^bad hitherto entertaitted j 
krid induce them to believe that, notwi&ftandin^ 
his^ feir outfide, he could be no better IhiBin an im* 
|ioftor. For by what drgtiments could John think 
it. was pbiUble, that the Jews could perfuade thern^ 
fetves, he^^as really fen t to be the^'c^i^ Farerunhet 
of this triumphant Me0iah; when tiiey^^d hav* 
feen him feized, by Herod* & order, imprifotied, artd 
put to deatlv? 

Beside 
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B£6iD£ therefore John's tegard to hh own fuc-» 
cefe, his liberty, and even his life itfelf; tvhich 
no imppftor can be thought defirous of expofing 
to certain deftruClion, for no reafon; his cmmec^ 
(ion with Je/uSy if- they were deceivers, and the 
neceiTary dependance of Both upon the mutuai 
iuccefs and ai&ftanee of Each Other; muft unt- 
queftionably have reftrained John from provoking; 
at this time, the inveterate hatred of Herodias ; and 
drawing on himfelf HerocTs violent fufpicion and 
difpleafure% So that the remarkable behaviour of 
Johnj in this important particular, and at fo 
critical a conjuncture*, affords us one of the 

ftronge& 

* Here we cannot but take notice of a very remarkable 
particular in J^uis conduA, which is clofely conneded with 
what has juO; bpen confidered in John's, No fooner was Jq/hs 
informed, that Herod had thrown John into prifon ; than He 
quitted JudeOf and went into Galilet. (See Matthew iv. \^. 
to the end ; and Mark i. 14* to the bnd :) and traverfing it all 
over; as %vell that part of it, which was under Herod's jurif- 
didion, as that under Philip's (Matthew iv. 23. Mark u 39.) ; 
he there began firft to preach continually to the people; 
elected feveral of his difciples to accompany him wherever h» 
went: performed the mofl aftonilhing works; and drew the 
attention of the whole country upon him. But had Jejits and 
the Bapti/l been aj/vciate iropoftors, nothing feems more im* 
{MX)bablc/ than that Jtfm ihould fingle out this particular 
time ; and the dominions of that particular priucC| who liad 
%^ itfft then imprifoaed his partner in the &^e wicked am- 
"; . ^ X 4 poftwe; 
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ftrongeft prefumptive proofs imaginable^ that neither 
Ht nor Jtfiis could poilibly be deceivers. 

(ofturc ; ill order there Jirfi to make trial of all hii devices ; ' 
procure more alTpciates ; and, attended by them> fo draw the 
multitude about with him; from alt p^Tts of the country. lu 
an i'mpoilor, this would have been voluntarily feeking the lame 
iate> that his Forerunner had but juH experienced ; and in 
reality proroking Herod to put an end^ at once, to all their 
joint machinations. But this is what ne impofior whatever cai^ 
be fuppofed defirous to have done. 
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SECTION vin. 

•>  •  • » 

JohnV "very remarkable mejfagt to Jcfus ccn^ 

Jidefed. 

f «  • • • 

]N^0 fobti6r was John caft into prifott, than 
Jefus began to preach in a more public tnannef 
than before. Vety footi after this, he felefted his 
twelve difciples, to accompany him wherever h^' 
ivent ; and excited the attention of the whold 
people, by healing all difeafes, and even raifing the 

dead to life. \ \ 

Whetjt behold, after fome time fpent in thefe 

employments, he was addreffed before all the 

people, by a deputation from John/ For " the 

<* difciples of John ftiewed'him all thefe things; 

"having accefs to him, where he was ftill con- 

" fined. And John calling unto him two of his 

^ difciples, fent them unto him, faying; art 

« Thou hB that ftiouH come,* or look we. for 

<* another? When the men were ' conie uiito him,' 

r 

^ they faid , John Baptift hath fent us to thee, 
^ faying, art thou he that could come, or look 
•* we for aniother ? And in tfiat fame hour He 
« cured many of their infirmities and plagues, 
'* vA of evil fpirits, and unto many that were 
'^ *V blind 
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V 

^* blind he gave fight* Then Jefus anfwering faid 
" unto them ; go your way, and tell Johii, what 
" things ye have feen and heard ;. how that the 
*' blind fee, the lame walk, the lepers are cleanfed, 
** the deaf hear, the dead are raifed, to thfc poor 
*' the gofpel is preached. And bleffed is he, who- 
^' foever ftiall not be offended in me *. 

Here we mult again recoUeSl, that if John knd 
Jefus were impoftors, ^either of them could take 
any public ftep, that, might at all affefl; the credit of 
the Other, unlefs it had been before agreed on be- 
tween them. ^NTor could they even agree to put ia 
praftice any contrivance of this nature, but fuch as 
they thought would ferve to impofe upon the people 
more eftisfcluallv, md eftabliih their. credit more 
firmly than befpre. 

Here therefore the queftion immediately pre» 
fents itfelf ; wheth^r^ if John and, J^^ b^d vbeen 
deceivers,, this moft eo'traotidimry meff^ge from 
the JSaptyi to Jcfus^ could ppffibly be agreed on 

between them, from any hopes .of its promoting 

^ I. ^ .  . ,' , « 

the authority of Either ? If, on the , contrary, .the 
obvious, natural, and only poflible effeS; of il 
mufi; have hee», exciting the people to^ c^U m 
queftion the veracity of Both ; tl^isr unexpeSed 
Tn^ci^c wiU furniih us with another ^coaviucing .arn 



.. . • ,• i! 

 Luke vii. 18—53, 



gument 



S6S;.: 8. JOHN baptist and jewb chmst. Slf 

^umeiit of tile tfuth of Jefus's divke chancer, te 
wdl as that of his Foretunneh* * 

Could it then be the reputation of Je/k^ Vrflich 
4h^ M^ere in ho|>es of advahting, byopneans^ ^f 'this 
public deputation from Jtfhw f^ » I^otfeiAg daft bfe 
md#e certain, than that the only probable leffefifc <tf 
Wils contrivance J flioaW it haw any eflfeO; at alP; 
liiuft have beert, to undei^fie^ ia&ead^eftabtiih- 
ing an<i encreafing, whatever degre^ o^ wedit Jg/e/:^ 
iiiid yet been aWe to; acquire J&hky%Y^ Icnfow, vyaij 
Bt this time, in po(fefl^oii-i6f an eiftfid>liftied add uni- 
verfal authority* Tho«igh the pbopld had isot agineed 
lipon any particular divine ^chai^a^teir to aifcfibe td 
hiin'; ail were thoroughly convinced that his cha*- 
ipafifcfer was >*e^% divine ; all believed *5iti to be li 
prophet ; and held him in the higheft ^wem and 
venplration« 

. Tntjs perfuaded of JohrSs divide chara6lei', te 
both Jefm undhe wdl kriew the people wcifej 
what influence tn«ft They themfelv^ ^peft it 
would have upon the ^neral opinicm of Jefrn^ 
Ihould the people find John fending his c^vt dif- 
ciples purpoibly to declare, as it werfe, -in public, 
tibat Jehn him/elf wab not fia:i6lied «»f^e truth ot 
Jejks'^ divine pret^nfions ! It is obviotis' that, as 
far as Jbkn^s authority ^duM influence Ibe opinion 
of the people, this ftep could only ferve to pre- 
jctnt any one from becoming a difciple of Jefus^ 

who 
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who was not ib' already ; and to bring his af^ 
fumed character '^ioto iuipicion even with thofe 
who werfo . 

Was it poflibie then, for this ^ Contrivance to 
have been i^reed on, with a vi6\V:'to increafe the 
credit of John him/elf? So far from it, that they 
muft certainly have eicpe£i;edy it would be attended 
with at leafi; ^s &tal an influlence upon his wm repu'- 
tation, as that of Jtfus. . John had before publicly 
borne fuch ppfitive . wd . repeated teftimony, to 
Jefui^ divine nature, and particular charojQer; 
that thofe of the duUeft ^ppreheniions might be 
expe6led . to condemn him at once, for an evident 
and mcrft barefaced impoftOr ; ftiould he now, after 
,^11, begin ito pcof^fs himfelf, in the leail, doubtful 
about him, • - . 

He it was, who from the beginning had de^ 
clared, that "the law was given byMofes; but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Chkis^ ''^•V -He it 
was, who had long before cried out, more than 
once ; " Behold the lamb of God, which taketfa 
" away the fins of the world. This is he of 
'^ whom I faid,' after me cometh a man, which 

is preferred b^ore me ; for he was before me* 

And I knew liita -holt ; but that he ftiould be 
f ' made manifeft to Ifrael : therefore am 'I come 



« 



 John i. 17« 
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** baptizing with water. And John bare record, 
^ faying; I faw the .Spirit defcending from heaven 
" like a dove, and it abode upon him. And I 
^ fiiiew him not : but he that fent me to baptize 
'•* with water, the fame faid unto me ; upon whom 
V thou Ihalt fee the Spirit defcendipg, and re- 
*•' maioiqg on hio), tjhe. saivie is we who bap- 
^' tjzeth with the Holy Ghoft. And I faW and 
'^ bare rec<?rd, that this is the Soiji Qf God*» 
*> And biB WxfX believeth pn the Son b^th ever- 
*' lafting life ; ^nd he th^t believeth pQt the Spn, 
** fliall not fee life ; buj; thQ >vrath pf (Jod abidet;|j 
*^ on him t»" 

After fueh pereiijptory ftnd repeated declara* 
tions as theft ; whiqh, if true, place J^fu^^ di- 
vine miifion and character beyond doubt; but> 
i^ falfe, muft have l?een fftlfehopds, which Johny 
at the very time of declaring them, knew to be 
fuch; after all thefe declarations, what opinion 
ipuft he now haye expe^^ed the Jews would form 
of his Qwn integrity ; when, after all, they Ihould 
find him publicly declaring bimfelf uniatisfied of 
tjjie truth of Jcfus\ pretenfions ? And iq no other 
fenfe whatever could they be expelled to inter- 
pret the quaftion ^eipre us ; thus publicly • put 
|o Jtfus^ in Jokfi$ mm napie^ and by his awn 

f )o}^n i. 2^^. I Idpm, iii, 36. 

difciples. 
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dlfciples. ''John Baptift hath ieut us to thee, 
'' faybg ; art Thou he that i^ould come, or look 
** we for another r" 

The only conclufion the people could be ex* 
pe^d to draw, from the ftrong appearance of a 
contradi&ion of fo flagrant a nature ,' in one, who 
had. fo often pretended to pronounce Je/ui$ 
divine chara6ter, by aftuai infpiration; was evi« 
dently this : That John himfelf had hitherto de- 
luded them by his fpecious pretences ; and that 
He, and whoever was conneCied with him, mull 
be an errant impoftor. This was fo obvious a 
confequence of the meffage before us, ihould it 
be taken notice of at all; and ihould it not^ it 
could certainly do them no good ; that it muft have 
occurred to every one, and more efpeoially to two 
ib artftil deceivers, upon the firft propofal c^ fuch 
a ftep. 

It is therefore utterly incredible they could 
agree together before hand, that John Ihould fend 
a deputation to Jefus with fuch a meflage as TfUs. 
Let us inveat as many iecret caufes as we are able, 
to account for it ; none can ever make it poffible to 
have been the contrivance of two pretenders to 
divine infpiration ; after that public and remark* 
able tcftimony, which Jefiis had already fo often 
received. from John. After that, the manifeft 

ani 
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and direO: tendency of it could be no other, than to 
t>lait eiFeSually the reputation of Both. 

Nay, coiiW we even hit on any device, that 
l»ight fcem to anltyer the purpofe, it would not be 
allowable to urge it : beeaufe Jefus's conducfc,. on 
thb occafion, clearly (hews, tliat, if he was an im- 
poftor, be himfelf knew of none. 

Had they themfelves provided any cunning 
expedient for this end ; Jefus would certainly have 
mad« wfe of iti immediately after he had given 
bis anfwer to the meflage itfelf ; to prevent the 
people from drawing from it the moft natural 
^onelufiona, to the utter difcredit* both of John 
und Himfelf. No fooner would John's difciples 
have left him, to return to their mafter ; than we 
ihouki hav6 found ^Jefiis artfully preventing thofi^ 
fufpicions, that muft otherwife be expend to 
<|M:ing up, in the minds, of many, who had heard 
the meffage delivered; by infinuating fome plau-* 
fible pretence, to account for Johns fending hi$ 
difciples, at ^s time, to make fo Jirange an 
enquiry. 

J3uT JeJuSy on the contrary, alleged nothing of 
this kind. And though the doubting meSEtsgei 
which th^ people had lieard, could have no other 
efia^ tbaa to onako them conclude, that Jokt^ 
was certainly unable to point out the true Meffiah^ 
fljould he actually appear ; Jcjus took this oppor-- 

tunily, 
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tunity, while the found of Jok?i's meifage was fcarce 
out of their ears, to aflert, that ** John was thai* 
" VERY meffenger, who was to go before the 
" Mefliah's face, to prepare his way before him ; 
•* and, if they would receive it, he was Eli as 
^* which was for to come." Adding, to clofe the 
whole with the greateft folemnity j ** he that hath 
cars to hear, let him hear *." 

What conclufion now muft we be forced to 
draw, from a conduft, on both fides, in every 
Tefpe6fc fo unaccountable as this ? If, indeed, Je/us 
was the true Meffiah^ and John his real Fore^i 
runner ; all this is very poffibla to have come to 
pafe. Thejfy who were accompliihing the eternal 
cOunfds of God, by fulfilling a variety of explicit 
prophe;cies ; in fuch a manner,' as to afford man* 
kind the mofi: ample proof of their divine miffions j 
and yet fu as to leq.ve them to their own voluntary 
and free convi6bion ; it is to be expefiied, muft 
have conducted themfelves, on* feveral occafibns, 
in a manner not eafily to b^ accounted for, by 
l)eings like ourfelves, utterly unable to compre* 
bend tbe whole nature of fuch amazing difpen- 
^tionsu 

But if They were mere human impoftors, who 
could act. upon no other views than thofe of hu^ 

 ^lattliew xi* 10, 14, 15, 

mm 
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man cunning only, we may be bold to alT^rt, that 
John could not at this time havefent /uch a meflage 
to Je/iis ; nor Je/us have behaved thus to the people, 
upon receiving it, if he had* They themfelves muft 
have thought) that this would have been no lels 
than prowking the people to rejeCt them^ as un- 
doubted impoftors. 

However, though this meflage could not be 
agreed on between John and JejuSy with any view 
to promote their join); credit, and conceal their 
deceit ; it may be aiked perhaps, might not John 
fend it with a contrary defign? John had now 
been imprifoned fome time, and there appeared 
no prpfpeO; of his. releafe. It may poffibiy be 
thought he began at length -to be difgufied with 
. an undertaking, which bad t^een the means of bring- 
ing him into fuch a dilemma, and could afford no 
hopes of extricating him from it That, in confe- 
quence of this, he had refolved to obtain what he 
could for himfelf, by betraying that plot, in which 
he had fucceed^d fo ill : and fent his difciples to 
deliver this fufpicious mefiage to JeficSj before the 
whole multitude; in hopes of defiroying Jtfui% 
credit, by means of his awn more eilabliihed 
authority. 

Or at leaft, it may in general be fuppofed, 
that he did it out of refentment ; owing to fome 
mifuuderftanding, that bad arifen between them« 

Y And 



-And finely it iff veiy ftr 6^Q» im^poSfaic^ ktmf ke 
&id, fi3r impoAora to betraf ifaemlidw^ bjithstr 
^quarff b witfi fKli other. 

But had J0fm heea at leng^x defirous. to ateia 
,hi5 own eob^ameot, and iriiafe oilier adjrantagK he 
could, by betraying i# iiiiqu]tou& an iBqfMKfiure; in- 
ftead of taking fuch a method as tbis^ to c^ea tba 
eyes of the people; be would c^ttaioiy have difco- 
vered the whole plot, at once, \o Herod hknfcyif; 
fi-om whom, every iav^xir, be could hope for^ mult 
:be ininiediafeely derived. * 

Feom the beginning He had borne wkne& tb^ 
JefuBy as the true Meffiahy in lb remarkable a 
manner, that by what means foever nh/if4 fliould 
.be convifted of im]K>fture ; Jvkih could sot poffibly 
eicape the fiune condemnatioo. It w.e&. IherefoKe 
impc^ble for Him, to be dtrfiraiis of leaeSng 
the peopl/t theiB^ves to coQvi6k Jtfus, witboot 
his appearing* at all vohmtarily conaemed' m 
betraying, him ; for this evident j?ea£Mi) dial Mt 
could then have no. »erit to^ plead m the dtS- 
covery ; nor any thing to expe^ from it, but 
Jthat condign puniihinent^ which was due to him 
ibr his oivn ihare in the plot Mad Johut th^«feiie 
been defiroiis of betraying JefuSy Hered^ liitti&tf 
was the only perfon te whom he wosld haife ap- 
jjlied^' ar>d to whom' he would have plainly cchi- 
feifed the. whole plaji of their mippftwe j in- hopes 



of obatining his own pardon, sit leaft^ if not fome 
reward. 

And thus, tbki xenmrkaBiki nli^ffage from thd 
Baptifi to Jefus ; which, becaufe the motive^ that 
ve9^fy ocqiti¥?ned % doea not appear ; i&ay. at firfl^ 
perhaps, be conceive4 ^ foine {ball obje6:ion to 
their credit; approv^es itfeifj upon a cloier infpeQ;ion, 
in every, light it can be. viewed^ one o/.the M^ 
fattsfoBoryy circuaiftantial proofs, of the integrity 
tad divim character of them jBbM, which. the 
gofpels afford. And whether we can point out 
thofe particulfur niotives *, whicji actually induced 
the true EliaSy tp fend his difciples, witb^cA an 
enquiry, to the true Me0ahy is an enquiry of no 
real importance at ^U ; however it might gratify 
our curiofity to be able to folve the queftion* Smce, 
in the mean time, it appears abundantly plain, that 
no fuch meffage could on any account have been ^ 
fent from John to Jefus^ had they in reality been no 
^ttef m^n i^npoitor^^ 

• The chief caufes which have been alflgiied, as what toight 
probably induce the Baptifi to feiid bis difciples to Jtfue with 
this enquiry, may be fcea, in Jortin*s Difcourfes conccFniiig 
the Ch. RcL ch. 5. an John the Bfl^^Z/^.-^Macknight's Comii»» 
lo bk Harmony, fe^ 4^. — Whiiby, and Lightfoot, on Matr 
Hhew xi« 3. — ^And Drr Home's Confiderations on the Life aiid 

Death of §t^ John the Baptift, fedion 7- 

• -■ 

\ . 
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SECTION IX. 

The canduS of Jcfus in conjeguence of his hanping 

purified the tevtple. 

IN OT long before Jefiis's public miniftry, and 
his life, w/ere put an end to together, he made 
a ibiemn entry into Jerufalem^ attended by great 
multitudes, and amidft the general acclamations of 
the people * ; in fo much that " all the city was 
" moved, faying, who is this?" And going the 
next day into the- temple, he took upon him, 
" to caft them out that fold and bought in the 
*^ temple; and overthrew the tables of the mo- 
^ ney-changers, and the feats of them that fold 
'* doves; and faid unto them. It is written^ my 
" houfe (hall be called the houfe of prayer, but 
" ye have made it a den of thieves t." It would 

have been wonderful indeed if the rulers had not 

* 

taken umbrage at his prefuming to do this. " And 
it came to pafs, that on one of thofe days, as 
he taught the people in the temple, and preached 

" the gofpel; the chief priefts, and fcribes, came 

^ Matthew, ch. xxi. Mark xi. Luke xxi. John xi. 
+ Matthew xxi. 12, 13. 

" upon 
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•'•upon him, With'^the elders,': andifpake unto hiidj 

** faying; Tell us by what authority doeft thou 

** thde things? Gr who i^ he tliat gave thee this 

" authority? And he anfwered, and faid unto them, 

t"-*! willahfo aik you one thing, and anjRvcr me; , 

'^* and I will teir you by what authority I do thefe 

*^ filings*: The baptifm of John, was it from 

" hegiv^a, or of men? And they reafoned with 

^^••theiqafdtes, faying, If we Ihall fay from heaven, 

.'*^' he will fay, why then believed ye him not? But, 

•^'-knid if we fay, of men*; all the people will ftone 

**' u^ ;- for they be perfuaded that John was a 

^"- prophet. And they anfwered, that they could 

"- nbt teil whence it was. And Jefus faid unto 

<^* **fhfem,*Neither tell I you by what authority I do 

•" thefe Hthiiigst"' , 

*''Tr»E remarkable tf^nfa4%ion now, before us will 

ferve greatly to illuftrate the integrity both of John 

^Adr^'JeJus; by furniOnng us Math another ftrong 

S^rgumeht- to flie w, that the various tefiimonies of 

fee fferwef*, ^to the di^ne charafter of the Lattery 

fcoulfiP not hfiVtf irrffeii:^frAm ahy fecret impdture con- i 

«efted ^et^Weeh, them ; . «ttid confequently, that no 

feSi&pcflfture could exift. 

^ '^' Wiimf ^ J^ftis iook upon him to prohibit all 
ttifffc^trtifeckilffg in the courts of the temple, which 

-•=i" Y$ the 
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Ite prtefts and rubers faaxi Ipng p0rmitted io be «atv 
jried oti then^ ; tl^e^alt he ooii]d:eipe6; wni, |h«t 
^ey MToqld foc^i cbme tp rnqmre qf him, by ^ttt 
^utborlty he {n-eteiicied to dQ t^ia, ^A ixipm whom 
he delved it? Fo^ this wan nSummg a poipep, 
ivhiab i?one, who vnem not obmcmfiofi^ fr0ifi God 
* himfel^ or authorised by Hkem, had my ri^ te^ 
m&rcife. It ^viQA opiraly kivftdin^ t^r pt^t^fntiM 
{MTovii^e, and fikrildng at their whote ai|tb<K'it^) ejkrea 
in ike face of the peoples. Whatever ik^n i^^ lie 
^e chief deiigQ <)f Jej^ ii| drivi»g tbp tracers oat 
of the temple, in this aqthorit^dve iqet]^ : fince 
|t was, in a manner, certain^ that the Salihedriar 
would at leaft feud him a deputation to tmke (hk 
enquii7, in coofeqaence of it ; %/ffi^ if be "waa 
an impoitor, muft have determine!^ wh^^ w^cr 
to give thein> before hie pat bis di^%a ia fxer* . 
motion. , • 

Th£ ni^ture of the cafe wjU likewife iaforpfk n^ 
in what manner m mp^iS^ in Jf/i4S's ikuatioo 
tnuft have determined to attfwer them. i^ba4 
now hem a long time trying to gain ef^dk to h)| 
divine pretenfions^ and had at lengtfi i^a^ ^ imi 
of public entry into the c^y^ emidfi^ tb0 fraBr4 
acclamations of the people.;^ And vi%ih ^^em^ he 
was now in h high efkeeip, (hot ^^ thquf^ the ebiif 
*^ priefts, and the fcribes, and ttkt chief of tha 
' ' peoptei foaght to deilrOy Ipiim ; they e<N|Mi not 

« find 



*' aiad 3wftia!t tliey might do; for all the People 
*^ n^re iiety attentbre to heax him *.'* : 

. fimriKSTlhe rinef piidls^ ain<J rttlei% were a very 
fofimdfifbte body^ ftnd aU Itill oppdfed hi^ ; ihoftid^ 
be net be able/to mftbe gdod his claims^ when' 
pabKcLy cl^attenged^ in ikeir name, to viQdicate> 
tbem^ he iMKi gdod reafo^ to expe^, thatby de- 
grate .the gMd mil jof . the pedp'k aHb would foe ' 
s^tn^tted frcRfifi him. As, tiD the other himd, the 
nvDse advontageouily he 'cotiifl feppcrr|; his divine 
anitboriifef , in j^i^ fiatticiilar eacbunter ; the mme 
hmms^ewbbf^ he was . fare. tx> attach the people in 
groeiralrti)/bis inttrefts ;. aid the ihore likely U) gain 
Q3f&t»esi&iDaB^^tke rulers tliemfelves, if that w^to 
poffiUe, to iavour his caiife; 
: TwBA^oitt^mfteinGtd, JefuSy if animpoftor, could. 
not kaM ^flied foe a inbre d^fireable eve»t, than 
UkimreUtt chhf prie/is, lanLild fa^tbes^ tjaA eider ^^ 
9mtm ^nihlkfy to jiermsti ^* i»i%, h^ ^'hat authority 
be i^MHttendtd to <fa> w?hat hie had done? Nay, j* 
^ yrui ian im|»dA;pr, we may now foe, that tlto 
iKin^i^ \'AqiA(tik public- eAq«iry into his divii% 
mim^4m;.iBfm{tJiVfe been the vej^y defiga he l^d 
ih; ..view ; . i?. i^eraifii^ that unf^x^fted^ authority,; 
#hiCh apoalhia lotwaflofk he 'aflumed* 

• ' ; ' . '. ' i i . '•  " I . • • • '- . 
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Had he been a deceiver then* he would eagerly ' 
have feized this defirable opportunity, of his own* 
immediate contriving, to have enlarged upon every 
circumitance that could be alleged, in>fiipportof 
his divine authority* He would have related pdrti* 
cularly^ all thofe aftoniihing revelations, and other 
wonderful circumitances, wliich had accompanied: 
his conception and birth. He would have reminded' 
them, on how many OGca£ons the i&;tf,had,«by^ 
his operation, received Xhita fight ; the /^me walk^dif. 
the lepers been cleanfedy the ^^efl/* been, made to 
hear ; and even the dead thesifeives been retifidi 
up. And in particular, had he^been an«itnpo%c^^ 
in eonfederdcy with John^^ he* would have ui:ged» 
to them in the hearing of the people; who werea^; 
zealous difciples of the Baptiji ; and wfaofa di^^be 
authority he knew the priefts could, not 4mi to 
deny ; thofe repeated and explicit teftimoMes^t 
which John had fo often bome.to his divme cba^ 
ra6ler ; and in which he had even pofitively deda^ 
ed him to be the true Meffiali. And noWylikewife, 
when he bad worked up the people, by alltb^ 
argumi^nts he could allege, to thegreateft ieF9(SM> 
ia his caufe; had hebeen sm impofix)r, he w4uld 
immediately . have declared himfdf ih^r Mi^S^ 
and King; and have commenced- at laft one (teci* 
five ftruggle, to determihe the fate of the whole 
imppfturct 

** 1 What 
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What Ihen muff we ^ be forced' lo 'Conclude, 

wifli xegaM to the true -cTiaraEfer of JtJUs^; vfhd 

evto upon ihis pecdUar occafioa, pr^cdred by hitf 

own mmx^^ ; tfaou^ pofiefled^ oi^Juch t^imfmkii 

fo eftaWiflt his own i divine authdfity;^^ as Be knew* 

tite cbief prieilfs ^ could Ineither invalidate, not^ 

difpttte ; would not/ even ^t this tiibe; produce* 

any^of them in his own defence? Howis it pafiifale 

we cadd beUeve Aim. to I^ve been the deceitful cos«& 

fcdenate of the Btq^tift'; who, even on;fo:|>ecu(liait 

an occafioh, dec^bid all sppeal to «/bA»^'&\ authori-^^ 

tfttive teTtimony ; and would not avail him&lf of hU 

wiiverfal: credit? . -• ' 

* 3^T 'did he nbl in .'faSk,: at may b*n aiked; ex-> 

l^r^ly put the prieft^ in nvnd of Jnim the Bapiifit 

<illid might be not mtetid /Ai^ as an appeal to JohriB 

te0»M)ny;in his favour Pr^True indeed it is/ that 

Jig^ did^3^ually remidd the priefts of JbA^^the 

Bap^i but<it is no lefs true, that he did thk ia 

&th a manner, ad to make > the juffnefs of our 

C<M9lii£on even ftill mote appanent, than it could 

thteve he&a; had he not made tiie leaff mention of 

«7tltik^ • ' i \ : • ^ . -^r 

. FoBf iniisead of reinbding tiiem t>ijDfm^ fo ^ to 

jsiake the leaft ufe of Hts tefttmony/ in his own de^ 

-fence; it is evident, he did it with na ether defign; 

thaii merely to procure himfelf an opportunity of 

making no defence Mt aii. . < t 

, ''I win 
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^^ I vnH «Jib ttflL y<m bne thkig (faid JeiisX iftnd 
** imftvor me j end I will tdl ybo by ^htt atrAorttjr 
^ itl4 tbofe thingSb Tbe baptbm of Jtoin^^ iv»it> 
*^ from )R!lt\i!ient w <^f ^^n^ ? And they ftttfweced^^ 
*^ that they couM liot iei whence it was. And) 
^ Jefus iliid laeiU) tfaetn^ JNTeither t^ I ^fou liy whit 
^ «ttd»irit;y I do tiiefe thii^" 

Tk£ Haainer in which, im fee^ Ji?^ On ttdl' 
eccaiioii made imsttbD el JbAiii prosires «o de*^ 
moiifdnR(ioiiy that tKough he was 4iy no aaeanA 
Jh^titful of ^^ explicit evktewcer^ windh m/i»Ai» 
had fo fijcqiiiintfy blnrneinlvfS'&^our; 3r6t>tfaat to 
was determined to make no advanta^ o^it, {ixr^ 
eftftbliftAwnt ' of iB> io2i»i ^iisrin^ ^hiiafiMr ;^ ^tiftea 
lit ;^ibi« verjr ^nAigtiiiiftiiivis^ %vb6ii ittKipaidd liKj^a tosq 
•IF tte oKfeft ifigiial inrvK)e to liilo, to< Idi^^dgi 14 
Wterms^ bad Jkfm b^ea an impdiEbQr ia ^mAh 
Astfacf ititli^/alte ; iiiAfead of maliSiig afb Df 4ib^ 
ibpt^'i iMde^ a!f Oiis tisti^, m^e;!^ iti orl3i^\^ 
pracitiie Sairaetif ah o^fievtuQity to tejfibnf; '4i^ 
irbidd loepbaiAly Imv^ iafifisd loi Joim^w^ t«£litiofifV 
Vritii ilH (he ffower of fais dsocpitnbe^ to«0abtiAli 
the people immoveably in their prefent favouMbft> 
o|>]inoa of iis vwn "divink iroBoK^ 4aa£ naitho^y. 
Aiid inderid^ wbaa wie aatlider the teii^te Af ^ito 
wry jfamakkabte ttBm&G&mi th^ fi^ibtiniftite iti >did 
Yeoxple, which ,kkjb9 acblt.Ayam kikii^ psf m$kei 
together with his anfwer (o tsm cfaii^f priefts 4nd 
'^ ' rulers, 
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rulers/ when they cuie updn him to demand by 
what authority -he pretended to do this ; it «p« 
pears und^niably^ i?om th^^t e^ctraordinary manner 
in which he chofe to make mention of John^ upon 
this very peouliar occafion ; that th^ Baptift and 
Je/us could ^^ poffibly be aviate deceivers j and 
coqfequently; that Je/us himfelf could be no left 
than the true Meffiah^ aod Jakn the Baptifi than 

bis (iime fof&rmmr. 
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CONCLUSION. 



1 HE 6nquiiy^ we- at- firft . fet dut on, ' is tow 
brought to an end; aAid 1i)e deiired cdnclufion 
^ftabUfhed, it is lK)ped/by every argunient at firi}> 
propofed; fiut the peculiar natttre of the faranfaSiion^ 
confideredy and the various circumftances necdiary 
to be attended to, in order to place every material 
particular in its true light, and efFeftually clear 
Up the point in debate ; have unavoidably drawn 
it out to ah' unexpected length. It may not 
ihei^ore, in the lail place, be improper to take 
a ihort ikelch of the whole evidence produced, 
' fii fupport of the important point to be proved; 
that, when confidered at once in a coUe6live 
tiew, every diftinCb part may be allowed its : doe 
mfluence and weight ; and the certainty of the 
conduiion be judged of, by the joint evidence of 
the whole; 

^ To (hew ther utter incredibility of any fitch im- 
jpofture, as that in debate, nothing more can be 
abfoliitely riequifite, than to prove one or other of 
the Mowing points. 
— Either 
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EiTRXB that the plot fuppoled is of fi> abjurd d 
nature in itfelf ; that it b impoffible to bdi^ve it 
coald ever be undertaken :-^r, however, if we 
have not materiali^te pM^^* Xlmi lihat all the parti* 
cular per/am concerned, Mverejuchy and {6 drcum^ 
ponced; that it cannot be believed poffible for Them 
to have contrived^ or engaged vajiich a de$|^ : — 
Orlafily, tdbat tbet mwmr of ^^^^ha^ing: tb^j pdet 
^ iqipalM^ certaibljr wis, » feyeml impQilaql pfirt»« 
colars duiaigita ptpgadsy fucb » i%c9ttl4 iiM b§gm 
kmi; bad the m/j perfon& omemigA rej^ emn 
j^Mced in the pcofeoulion oijueh an iKpp«ftiii% 

To tarace out a ftU3£ift&ctfj pi:o0f of MitJkmp <tf 
thdb poiots, may ia n^any cafee^ ftr w^^ of lAe* 
fwnnation^ be extcew^y difficull ; ia mwy «ib^ 
Itately iflipoffible. But h what(3V€9 iq^i)«e <iMer 
0£ them fingfy can be dearly,, and diitJP^ mada 
out:;, bgr cooopKing tbe ftver^l eirciiuvA^ooesi QClbe 
caie> mfh <be mnft gbwow Md; iilloviad fffioqqpl^ * 
^ human aataire ; then one ^m^^m^ t^ a| af| 
eMb; and the fufpicion of Wff }m]^^r($myi ip«<» 
void'adily he given up. 

Wiijusr thm^ove tbe fai^ e«&Adfr^ pi^^ 
iuch, that not one of tbefe points onfyf biaft ^^ 
tbttnr qah be eftahliihedl t^geth^ ; when it c^ not 
only be made to^ aj^peajr morsl^ iv^fiq/J^i if^:^ 
jUfcf iftti«eftbli ^' bav^. <9wf b^eft e^i^rivt^s b«i 
Ukewife, for thofe particular f nr&nS) wl^ almn 

are 






/aite qoacecDCiel^ to jbave contiired it; agdn iowqw a r, 
equa% tmrisdikk fop Tbem, if t^y hsu}, t» Immi 
oondu^d it in th^mamw id which it af pwra, fuaa 
the faSB lihttmfelves^ to h»r« been CQuda&ed: 
wb^a j^ t]i«fe points can be ma<fe good to^eth^p; 
then we ki re the completeft proof the impqfiUlk^ ^f 
. ^e 1^ ii» rfueAioii) that the nah&Ft of fech pqints 
can t^ ev^p eajM^k of admittmg: And^ tn« iMs 
eafe the mmd cannot but ac^iriefee^ wittlout h^ 
-taiion, and reft perfe^ly fatislied M^itli the con* 
clufion. 

Now by Maeh of thefe fevemt kinds^ of proofs 
liate we been enabled to eftabliiflii the truth and 
^^rtainty of all Ihofe miratuhm events, which- Ae 
^vangetift^ have recorded of the rmtiti^ka of JkA» 
the Beptifi and Jejiis Ghrift. 

In tiie feft piaee, it was obvions*, ti)a£ tihe van 

4Pieiii» a&omfliing ctrcumftances, faid te havevac^ 

* eompanied fte conception- and' birtl^ of JbAte,. aie 

.in Aeir orvr natusie fo evidently tniraeuteiss ; that 

• 

if they really came to pafs. His* appearance in ^ 
worlds and tiliie divine charafter he at lei^gtli a^ 
Ibmed^ Ttmfl^ have been tiie immediate af^iaiK 
nieht o# €rWl With regard ta thefe ^Bs thecefere^ 
♦he only point to be proved was*, that- they recd^ 
came to pafs. ... 

Iir order te* prove thisj it was* pfeinly ihewn^ 
^m a . ^Itsplictfy of abfurdStiiefS) which mulb 

un- X 
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/iMiaroidy^bly attend the contraiy fuptpofition ; that 

i^hey^oitld neither be invented , by Jefus, nor his 

clifciides, nor; any. one elfe, after the death of 

, JOHN; .nor by John himfelf, or any of his dif- 

:ciples, dumg hUtife. . That fome of them, from 

their very nature alone, muft aguredly have qoiiie 

.topafs, in the manner, and. at the. time related. ; 

;and,: upon the whole, that if any of them did, not, 

or if there was the leaft deceit in the accounts of 

any of them ; Zacharias and Elizabeth muft have 

been the original and real managers of the plot, 

The. contrivance of the plot in qucftion being 

tiius traced up, as high as Them; in order tp 

determine,, whether They could reallv be the con- 

trivers of it or not; it was in the next place, fully 

Ihewn, that, if fo, the defign they muft have 

been engaged in, could not be confined to John 

jonly; nor, could they themfelves be the only perfpng 

concerned in carrying it on. But, that they muift 

at ,the fame, time have been engaged in promoting 

cnothery fimilar impofture, wl;iich related in like 

ma-nner to Jefus; and was the counterpart of that 

.concerning John. And likewife that Jofeph and 

M^ry muft have been intimately conne£ted with 

JZacharias and Elizabeth, in the joint profecutioB 

oi Both. 

, Til E foundation of the whole fi^rther enquiry 

,bemg thus . laid ; the next point was to provp the 

- in- 
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'tredibihty of th^ exiftdnce of thefe joint itnpoftureS, 
m the manner firft propofed ; by confidering the cir- 
cumftance^ dild Jitkation oi Each of thofe perfons; 
who, it had already been clearly fe^n^ muft haVe 
contrived, and carried them oh* 

This argument therefdre v^^s the firft attended . 
to. And after having purfued it through the feverdl 
tracks, which gradually opeiied to our i^iew, it brought 
us at length to this .decifive cbilclufiorl ; That the 
%hote fuppofitioil of thefe joint impoftia^eS muft be^ 
giveii'Up, as in every particular abfolutely ground- 
lefs, and falfe. 

For, from aii attentive cotifideratiori of the moft 
material CirCuwJlances attending Each df the per- 
fotis concerned ; but more efpeclally, the advanceii 
agCf faCrii! pw/effion, arid exemplary character, df 
Zachdrlas; together Vith the ^d^^/i, Sihd innocence y 
6rid unfililitd reputation^ of Mary ; and froth thefe 
*J)artictriars, confidered jointly with the progrefs of 
the fuppofed plots themfelves ; it has been fully 
made appear. That neither Any of the Four per- 
Ibns concerned, .vvhether ftngly or jointly ; not All 
t)f them together; could poffibly*be the cohtfivers 
(of the impoftures fuppofed. 

It has indifputably appeared, that heither Za- 
thafids and E Uzabet ky on one fide; nor Jofeph and 
Mary on the other; fcould feparatety have planned 
tithef the Twt) joint impoftufes, relating to both 

* >f 2 par- 
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parties ; or that One, more iinmediotely rdsttuig tiff 
each. 

And moreoYcr, that even if it were a'edibl^y 
that Each fide could have invented thear aain \xm& 
immediate plot; it would ftill, above aH, remai^i 
abfolutely incredible, that Hither fide could have 
attempted to make qffociates of the Other ; a» weU 
as that They could have Been prevailed on, to en* 
gage with them, if they bad. 

So that, as the only perfons, at all concserifted in 
the tranfaCiions under ^onfideration, have plainly 
turned out to be fuch perfons aa could ixeithetr 
have contrived^ not undertaken^ the impoftures in 
debate ; all fufpicion of any deceit in the cafe^ 
• muft from this argument alont fall at once to the 
ground ; the miraculous events in queftion rauft be 
acknowledged to have come ^o pafs, in the manner 
they are related; and the characters of Thofe ex- 
traordinary perfons, whofe births they accompa* 
nied, muft be fubmitted to, as unqueftionahly <ff- 
*vine. • * 

Having thus, in the Firft Part, folly prcJved fhjiBf 
incredibility of the impoftures in queftion, from con- 
fidering all the circumjiances of the feveral Parties 
concerned j in the Second we proceeded toeftablifh 
<he fame point, by another argument ; of no le& 
real ftrength, and, at tlie fame time, more obvioua 
than the former. This was aii Uluftratbri of fever^,! 

moft 



iCoft fttdLkig dbfurStieSy uharoidably contained in 
the ittlei-liftl *4^^re of the ftippofed imptiflutes them-^ 

l?:Nd*ii thfe heiid it veiy plainly a j6peared, that* 
tli€ Ibppofittoi^ i^ ftfiy deceit in the cafe before us^ 
would indifpenfably oblige va^ to fuppofe the truth 
of feiKiital particular^, $^\ ki tlie higheil degree im* 

p6i^^ to \m l^eHev^. v ^ 

^ A« for iftftanc^, thttt an! old, praftifed, and moft 
fdbtU depciv^ri c<yukl plan an irnpoilure to be car^*^ 
littd into e:ifecuii0t^ by an<j partickhr ptrfoti only i^ 
£kiid sveb vontuire fo lisigti himfelf d^iir;^^, fof a long 
i^iLte of timci^ m^rdy to prepare the way for it;^ 
not oely while the very perfon, for ^hom it was 
contriv>ed;, remained yet Unboi^n; but'Hkewife be- 
fore U0 wa» even conceived; nay, and ^hile the 
contriver himfelf had evefy reSetfon the thing cbuleP 
adfiiit of, for believing, that this per/bn, for whon^ 
be was conttiving all Ihii? iniquity, would nevt't ac-^ 
tuulljf exi/i. ' 

; That btfidca, this fiime veteran detdver could 
do all this, for the lake of fuck a plot, y^ contrived ; 
as, afteif all, he cotild not have the leaft hope of 
e^irer bringing on the ftage; unlefs he could infalli* 
bly foretell^ not only the future hirthy but even- 
the y^a? tooy of a particular infant, evcxi before it 

Yffis coHCeivjed, ; 

— i -' - '•' Z4 ' '^ "That,* 
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That, moi^eover, he could deliberately fij^ upOQ: 
pjLQh a pl^n for his intended; iiQppiture, a^ obliged 
t}im publicly to foretell, under the pretenpe of 
being divinely, jqfpired; tji^t 4 qertain infap^ tljea 
but a few dans qld, wquld aflfwredly live 1^ atioye 
tjie age oi twenty y^ors^ . , ..,.}•; 
, 4ni> befi^es, that thfi fs^ne infmit^ \fhe» l^ty. 
rived at that age, would certainly pppe^ir m pUWiCt^^ 
and exerpife the. feyeral fiw^iops qf a mQJi. ^vtfa^ 
ordinary dmpe,^cha(a^(r; whicl^ hyrpartlyXpfe^fc*. 
ing, if was i^thp bigheft if^rm doubtjuh ftom the: 
natijre qf tl^ cjjarafter £^loli^ ' whejther //e ipi^ti. 
either bo abky or Ip^liiHdy ;tQ 0QMQterfeit; pud the> 
true Oxvner pf whipbi it was likewife unive^rfallyi 
believed, wouW appear in the pi^an time; and ef-* 
fcclu ally deprive thi§ fuppofed ipt^odfid pounterfcafc 
qf diny opportufuty ta jaSit^ i . i 

^ Frqm $he confideratioa of thefe, .tind other aa 
lefs incredible fuppo{itiqos j.:9.11 peceiT^rily iipplie4<. 
in the plots in queftion; the nature of the Cfife led. 
ijs next to pqin^t out. <bme reiparkablie pstrtiQulqySi 
which we ipeet with in the courfe of thefe tranfact^ 
tfons; which plainly appeared imppflitile to hay©: 
happened, h^4 there regally heeq ^y iiBpgft^ii^ on 
fpot. . 

And here if was fpqn pefceived,;th£tt hs^i thp. 
interviews of the Angel with Zacharias^ox^d J^fyry^: 
been fjclipns of their pwji ^^ontriving, to gain a fa- 

Yourable 
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tWn^able reception for f&eir intended impfc^ures; 
unqueftionably the Angel would not have been- re- 

^ prefented, as pnnifhiti^'Zacharias in that particular 
inaanfcr,' in which ZachuriM pretended to have 
been* puniflied by himj or: indeed, iji any mahnef - 
utall; 9^d'yet at the- fame time faffe^iig; J/iii^t 
to efeape^ without any « mfibk mark o€ hi»t dif« 

^plcafure% > y.i ?.  : - >••' ^ ..;«:.. 

' Hehi^ likj3wi^e/ it ^^^»eared evident beyond alt 
contradiSion, that the furprizing rfelatioas- of the 
Skephepds M BethkRem ; the behaviour of Simeon 
^xkd Anna in the; femple ;.>and thp'appearbnce and 
<tontiu6fc of the Tf^^ Mm.fron\ tJk^JSq/i; tog^th&p 
Wth .the rjaception they m^fwifli-from Jleradhim^ 
felf; and that cruel majfadre^ which iiinnediately 
^rifiie^ upon ;th^ Tdepattiir^;-) wa:ci;all ^9> many 
^ftoniflH^gr events, .which ?c(Juld qot poiiibly hava 
^QIP^. ttf p«& ; bad 2cic*^t*iffl«.and rtheO^Wr TKtee 
jkerfops origi^ly 'coae^rited, ib^eir enga^.da ^ 

Jmnt mpofiurei^' ,. -i . ui t . ; - v ; : . r '- S. 
( 'Fon it. fiipp^ared.^abundaAtry evident,- : from i^ 
yjai>ety qX .(H)nlideratioftB ;/;tbat the feveral perfons,. 
vj'bo were tlie .iiilcui^dialie *aws in all tii^fe un« 
lpake^-for.:eveufii; vvfcre;/wc* P^ffiiis^ a«.. neither 
Zflchqrmy: ^km:. ajiy .coficernedruitb him^' could. 
]t>ave ^tfempiH fe(iaci«ig,'jto(tftke paiit/M^tfe th«i,. 
jn ceirrying on the^r defignsj apd /^cA libeigig^ 



as <iould nwer have becoiae their ofedaHs^ if Aey 
ha4. 

Thus the truth 6f ftU the mraculms oircum'^ 
ftaoeBs recorded of the oonceptlonB and birtha o£ 
John the Ji^^t^ and Jef^ Chti/i, Vrere foil]!! 
ffQi9tA; by ev^ kkid of dir^ argumfent, ni^hid^ 
the iiatUi^>of the feCts tbemfelves could admit^^ 
For in them it had been ihewn, that neither were 
tfte Perform conbfcraeA ^ipabk of ^on^ixig toge- 
tbtrintbe pldt fuppofed; noi" was ih^ plot Ufelf 
eveo (Mpuhh of being Gontrived^ and eateitd SnU) ^ 
i^r could feveral fteps, of the utmoft importapcxi 
wbleh a6tuaUy todi plaeei have been adopted^ had 
tfaei^ leally eitifted way fuch impojiure^ as ThtHf 
which noA be iiippofed^ 

Boo* to fender the joiilt force of the whole ftitt 
more itrefiftibte ; attd that no argome^^ with 
which tb* GoQiels eotild furmfb u$, to ittaftrate' 
ib importftot a pointy might lie. n^lefted \ tfatf 
defign of the laft Part has been, to e)iamiM kto . 
liie beftavkmr of Jalm and Jefm Tbemjih^^; in 
tboA jailance% in i^rfakh tiiey mu^ have bad 9 
jtere/) an i4^eil as tbofe in which they bad Hn a/n 
/MHifiif ceciQe€tioi> with Eotk Other ; and which 
muft therefbre Im^ to iHuftrftte W\ farther ^^ 
fprmer efmcltifioDa and thenr <nid ehare&en and 



«..« 



du6i of the fuppoie4 Impoftors Ti^emfejivQ^ ; jf; 
has appeared rery plainly, in a yarbtj of ^sirti- 
ipulars, of the utmoft impoftaAce tp $I^F:Gi9i^. 
io have beep fuch, a^ it i« qtt^rly incre4i^,f^ 
a)ul4 have i^lopted ; l^ad tb^ ^v^f^I afto^f^i^ 
fveqta, before confidere^, b^pn J^zV^fOf^ f (ifi4 lllfiy 
Tbpmielveft nothii^ more thaQ t»^r^ /(Km^ |aiip9<? 
tors, 

FoBy int^Paiti it iQcoi)t@ftib}y appe$if 6(1, tbfti 
in many, even the moft remarkable particutol v( 
their public cooduSb towards Eatjt Otker^ tbey 
footed i^ fwh iEt manqpr, asj . Co thofe, ivhio hai 
Botbidg more |ban hm^un Iqirdig^t to judge by^ 
inuft have appeared the reai^Qft imy to.obfirufi^ 
%f4 o^rjht tl}eir whole defigq ; aod coo&quently^ 
\k\ a niann^r^ |n which m impqfton could pdffiibly 
^^ve deterinlned to act, 

I, ]B[£H£ th^rf^ore it may be alkm^able to clofe tiaf 
ivhok argym^pt, wi^h. ^at moft rapcrtant oincluf 
f^oq, tbe eitabtifliment of Which was iiA ibie obje^ 
anddefign.. / ' 

By proving Jointfy^ the truth of the pHnetcaiidna 
9f John the Baptyi^ Qipd /<?^i!r Cilr^, to Mvim^^ 
thorify and infpiration ; as the very isiafaira (jff the 
fa^ to b^ enquKcd tnto, ab£blutdy require tvo 
&puld i we hav9 ^ffeftmJIy vifidic£a(e<}, 'by ma 

0kA 



S44 ^okeiusioi^ 

i^^hiS^ thoiigh connc6lcd proofs, tiielrnai dhd fcef* 
laiBty of the Divine Miffion of Jefus; • * 

POKv firft, if John tRe Baptijl (Certainly was, 
(irhiit'if has fo inconteftably appeared he itfuft bav6 
t>e€te, 'Ae divine Forerunner of iA^q Xong-erpected 

jM^oh ; fetit purpdfdy to prepare his way before 

• ' ' ' 

him^ and point Z/rm out to mankhid; tten muft 
J^fiwy' whom John frequently in the moft pabUc, 
and peremptory manner, pronounced to be T/iaf 
Wvine Perfonage ; unqueftionably have been the 
' true' Meffiah. ... 

\ '. And though, from tlie firft entfatice upon th^ . 
itrgument, tlie cn^er of the fa€l;s to be enquired . 
into, natyrally led us to afcertain firft, the tru^ 
chara£ker of fee Bapiifi ; atid by this mean* the 
circumllanccs of J<3^/* birth, which were equaHy 
furprizing, have been attended to in the fecond 
place only ; yet Thefe Two graiid Events hav^ 
prOvM alt along fo fimilar to Each Other ^ and 
fo. inleparabiy co^neSe^; that, in eftabliftiing thtf ; 
truth of One*, we have neceflarily confirmed tfid^ 
mii^acuUms xidXyxve oi Both. * 

t^z fame confiderations, which have fo fully 
ihewn, . that no deceit can have been made ufe? 
of, by Zaeharias and Elizabeth^ in order to lay . 
ft foundation for the divine pretetifions of John* ^ 
have proved likewife,, at the iam^ time, that Jo^ 
Jkph and Mary could not poffibly forge any of 

thofe 



,  
ihote iutf4<iol<»uii ^circJuriiftatiddS feddrded of the 
birth df Je/us} to pare the way for His future 
appearance under ^the aflumed character of the 
Meffiahk * 

And thus the t)ivim Mi^m ttf Sefm * CArj/? 
fiands firmly eftabliihed \ lidt only on the adequate^ 
and indifputable, becaufe infpired, teftimony of 
John the Baptiji ; but likewife, independantly of 
His witiiefSy upon the unQueftionable truth and 
certainty df all thofe miraculous events which the 
evangelifts have truly informed us accompanied His 
awn firft appearance in the world. 

So confpicuoufly do the divine difpenftitions of > 
|)erfe6l wifdom and truth, diftinguilh themfelves 
from the ihort-fighted fchemes of human artifice 
and deceit. Plots of human cunning often appear 
fpecious at firft fight, and well connefted together ; 
but, on a nearer infpe6i:ion, foon betray evident 
tokens of inconfiftency, falfehood, and difguife. 
While, on the <:ontrary, the fi:upendous plans of 
divine providence, appeat, at a diilance, like a 
number of unconnected, and perhaps even inter- 
fering events; but, when moft fcrupuloufly exa^ 
mined, never fail to manifeft the Ibpreme wifdonsi 
of tlieir all^perfed Author; in that irrefiftible forc0 
of evidence they all jointly produce. 

FINIS. 

ai y^ w H» ^ I  iwi wn ■> n .i . I...,.,  I  n il.  ■,■ 

fiiir ftftd Oilbvt, Itm^otn, dt John'i Squatc, Londoa* 
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}. An Atj^pt to afceftaini and iUuftratf), th^ Ai|t1)pri|ar| 
Nature, and Def^gn, of the Inftitution of Chr^ft, commonlv 
palled Tip Qommtdon^ and Th^ Xonf ^ Siq>per^ The Spcoiii^ 
Edition. To wl^ich }s addec!. An Enquiry, Whether any 
Do^ne ^elating to the Nature and Effe^ of the Lordff 
$upper can be juilly founded on the Difcourf(^ of our I^ordi 
Recorded ii^ t|ie Sfxth Chapter of tl^e @ofpe^ of S^ «f^hi)^ 

|L ^ Pra^cal inquiry into the Authority, tfatiff^i i|n4 
DefigUy of tie Loras Sumer; fis they are explained in tbo 
New T^flament itfelf. Being aif Abridgment of the above 
Treatifej in the way of Queltion and Ai^fwer. Calpfil^f^ 
lor Qittkpjf$ii yfe. tfee fourth^ JMi^ou. Pfifc U^ 

III* A Hfitmse 9( Hcoflatum in gf^neral, and ih^ Gp/p^ i^ P^f v 
ficular ; in Anfiyer to a late Booky entitled, Thie Mor^ity 
fS the New Teilanient digefted under various ^e^8| &C* J 
W4 A»fefcrtb^, A J^tipi>»l CJiriffian^ «rOf 
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